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This Session Will Cover:

The definition of a "core" course;:

Core-course distribution (requirements per subject
area),

Categorization of documents,

A review of the method utilized when reviewing
transcript based credentials,

A review of the method utilized when reviewing exam
based credentials,

Standards for acceptance of credentials,
Top certification issues,

Actions you can take to prepare for future academic
certifications, and

Questions.




Role of Eligibility Center’s International
Academic Certification Staff

Responsible for evaluating academic
credentials for all incoming freshmen
and transfer students.

Implement NCAA legislation dictating
initial eligibility requirements.

Determine completion of core course
requirement, proof of graduation, grade
point average calculation.




Definition of a Core Course

Qualifies for high school graduation in one or
more of the following areas: English,
mathematics, natural or physical science,
social science, foreign language or non-
doctrinal religion or philosophy;

s considered academic, four-year university
oreparatory;

s taught at or above the high school's regular
academic level,

For mathematics courses, Is at the level of
Algebra | or a higher level mathematics
course; and

Is taught by a qualified instructor as defined by
the appropriate academic authority.




Core-Course Distribution
NCAA Division |l

14 Core Courses

NCAA Division |

16 Core Courses

4 years English

3 years math (Algebra | or
higher)
2 years natural/physical science

(1 year of lab if offered by high
school)

1 year additional English, math
or natural/physical science

2 years social science

4 years additional courses (from
any area above, foreign
language or nondoctrinal
religion/philosophy)

3 years English

2 years math (Algebra | or
higher)

2 years natural/physical science
(1 year of lab if offered by high

school)

2 years additional English, math
or natural/physical science

3 years 2013 and after
2 years social science

3 years additional courses (from
any area above, foreign
language or nondoctrinal
religion/philosophy)

4 years 2013 and after




Categorization of Documents

The Foreign Student Records
Committee (FSRC), a
committee of international
credential evaluators from
NCAA member institutions, has
evaluated the academic
documents awarded by 149
countries.

The results of this review have
been consolidated into the
Guide to International
Academic Standards for
Athletics Eligiblility.

Through this evaluation, the
FSRC has classified

documents for each country
Into three distinct categories.

Guide to
International
Academic
Standards

for Athletics
Eligibility

For Students Entering
Fall 2008

INTERNATIONAL
TANDARDS

0.




Category One Documents

Are accepted as proof of high school
graduation (POG),

Are considered to demonstrate

completion of the required core-course
distribution anc

Generally, no additional credentials are
required to be submitted.




Category Two Documents

Are accepted as proof of high school
graduation (POG),

May or may not be considered to demonstrate
completion of the required core-course
distribution and

May or may not be evaluated without requiring
additional documentation to be submitted.
However, for students matriculating from exam
based countries, submission of high school
transcripts is recommended. Under certain
circumstance these documents may be used
during the certification process.




Category Three Documents

Are not accepted as proof of high school
graduation (POG),

Are not considered to demonstrate

completion of the required core-course
distribution and

May only be used in conjunction with
Category 2 documents.




Credential Evaluation Process

Verify Authenticity of Credential.
ldentify Grades in Core Subject Areas.
Convert Grades to U.S. Grades.
Convert Grades to Quality Points.

Multiply QP by Credits Assigned on
Credential when Applicable.

Divide Total QP by Total Credits.
Total QP/Total Credits.




Evaluation of Transcript Based
Credentials

Category One transcript based credentials are
evaluated by reviewing the grades of the core
courses listed on the credential. Grades are
weighted in accordance with the unit values
credited on the credential. The core-course
distribution does not have to be met as the
academic rigor of the program of study Is
considered to be equivalent to the distribution.




Evaluation of Transcript Based
Credentials

Category Two transcript based credentials
are evaluated by reviewing the core
courses listed on the document and
weighted according to the units of credit
listed on the credential. However, the core-
course distribution does have to be met, as
the academic rigor of the program of study
IS not automatically considered to be
equivalent to the distribution.




Evaluation of Transcript Based
Credentials

Category three credentials are only evaluated
If a category two document does not display
accomplishment of all required courses
contained within the core course distribution.

In these instances, the staff will request
a category three document for use in the
certification process.




Evaluation of Transcript Based Credentials
without course weights displayed

Transcript based credentials without
course weights displayed, will be treated
on a case-by-case basis. However, the
following application is frequently
followed:

1) When annual seat hours can be
determined for coursework {(hours per
week) x (weeks of attendance)}, they will
be totaled and compared to the Carnegie
Unit system followed in the United States.




Evaluation of Transcript Based Credentials
without course weights displayed, continued

2) When annual seat hours cannot be determined,
students pursuing 7 courses or less per year will be
awarded one Carnegie unit of credit . Student pursuing
more than 7 courses per year will be awarded one
Carnegie unit of credit for English, math, and the native
language and .5 credits for all other subject areas.

3) The standard credits awarded may be re-examined if
the headmaster/principal of the secondary school
attended provides the Eligibility Center with both a letter
explaining the crediting system and supporting
documentation. It is incumbent upon the student to
acquire these documents and they must address all
courses listed on the documents. Each course may then
be re-examined and reassigned credit values.




Example of Transcript Based
Credential Evaluation -Brazil

Tradetora Phblica e Iniérprete Comercial
Grading Scale i F z
The applicable grading scale for the category 1, 2, and 3 documents listed above are as follows: TFF;‘.I'.'-II:I-'I'#I"I-IIEII o L& Livro v* (9 Fola n* (-008 F‘[,. :l;_l

Applicable Grading scale (may not be all inclusive) -
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Evaluation of Exam Based
Credentials

Category One exam based credentials are
evaluated by reviewing the exam grades of core
courses listed on the credential. Grades are
weighted in accordance with the unit values if
applicable. The core-course distribution does not

have to be met as the academic rigor of the
program of study Iis considered to be equivalent to

the distribution.




Evaluation of Exam Based
Credentials

Category Two exam based credentials are
evaluated by reviewing the core courses
listed on the document credential. The
core-course distribution does have to be

met, as the academic rigor of the program
of study Is not automatically considered to
be equivalent to the distribution.




Evaluation of Exam Based
Credentials

Category three credentials are only
evaluated If a category two document
does not display accomplishment of all
required courses contained within the

core course distribution. In these
Instances, the staff will request a category
three document for use In the certification
process.




Example of Category One Exam Based
Credential Evaluation - Serbia

Translation

SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO
REPUBLIC OF SERBIA
Gymnasium "Crnjanski”
In Belgrade
Register number 13/48 of 28.06.2007 Ministry of Education of the R. Serbia
Registration book number 25/4) It is concluded that the school complied work conditions,

DIPLOMA
ON ACHIEVED HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION

borm on 25.05.1988 in Ljubljana, municipality of
Center, country of Slovenia, attended the school year of 2006/2007 and completed grade
four, branch-general,
The pupil took the final exam in examination period in June the school year of
2006/2007.
On the final exam he took the following subjects and got marks as follows:

Serbian language and HEFBIUPE. ... ovriiie e v ee e
English language.. ......cooovvonnes

On the final exam he composed and defended his final work:

Exponential equations and inequations
AN Ot MALK: c.vveeiiiiieeeiereiereieisine e COIE Course Exams

The pupil passed the final exam with very good success (4.00) and achieved high
education in duration of four years.

Original Document

CPBHIA HIOPHATOPA
PEI

. YTBpleHO je ga wKona wenytsasa yenose 3a pag.

AUIIIOMA

O CTEYEHOM CPETILEM OBPA30OBABY

Epo] y MaTHMHO] Krskan

-onwTHHa. e, s

noxakao-na — NONAarac-Na MCMTe® WKONCKE: JAMHe W 3anpwko-na HETBPTH paspeg
THMHA3jE - eMep®
3a obpasonu npodm)

Y4eHHK-Ua je NoNarac-na MATYPCKM MENMT i :’ﬂmﬁ“ ... POKY WKONEKS_ g

Ha marypckom wenuTy je nonarac-na npegmere u qobwo-na cnegehe ouswe:

YueHuk-a je nonoxuo-na MaTypCKu HCNWT ca
M THMe cTeKao-na CPEOHE OEPA30BAME vy Toajay Of “eTHpH rogmHe.

U.S. C (2QP) + U.S. B (3QP)
GPA: 5QP/2 Units=25




Example of Category Two Exam Based
Credential Evaluation - United Kingdom

GCSE:

G e n e ra l ce rt i fi Ca te Of (1) Alphabetical grading scale:
Secondary Education

Grade Translation Numeric Grade ~ Equivalent U.S. Grade Quality
A / 4

)

3
3
2
2
1
1

This is to certify that

ENGLISH MARTYRS R{; __SCHGOI. LEICESTER
Course

achieved the following results in
TWO SUBJECTS E : Eng“Sh

FRENCH S Math

DRAMA Science

D & T: FOOD TECHNOLOGY Soc. Sai.

ENGLISH N
[Speaking and Listening Grade B(b) ] Additional

ENGLISH LITERATURE

FULL COURSE (Four (4) Subjocts) 2

RELHGOAUS STUIMES L+ E = GPA: 13 QP/ 5 Unlts = 2.6
SCIENCE: DOUBLE AWARD GRAD

SCIENCE: DOHUBLE AWARLD

MMATHEMATICS




What Do | Do Next?

After determining the GPA, the following questions must be answered
affirmatively for the student to be considered a final qualifier.

DI - Is the GPA a 2.0 or higher?
- Do the GPA and standardized test score align with the sliding scale?
- Was the standardized test taken prior to high school graduation?
- Has the core-course distribution requirement been satisfied?

DIl - Is the GPA a 2.0 or higher?
- Is the standardized test score an 820 or higher on the SAT
or a 68 or higher on the ACT?
- Was the standardized test taken prior to high school graduation?
- Has the core-course distribution requirement
been satisfied?




Standards for Acceptance of
Credentials

All college-bound student-athletes must submit
proof of graduation and transcripts or exam
certificates issued in the native language. Line-for-
line English translations of all documents must be
submitted when the native language is not English.

Documents must be sent via mail. Credentials sent
via fax or e-mail will not be accepted.




Exception to Standards for
Acceptance of Credentials

Kenya Certificates of Secondary Education must be sent directly from the Kenya
Examination Office.

West Africa Exam Council results will only be accepted when a college-bound

student-athlete provides testing information allowing staff to access electronic
results. This must include the examination number, examination year, type of

examination, and a Buddie card used to access the WAEC exam results.

Example of Buddie card:
(Front)

3;1‘ S T BN, £ | ‘aw_:\z‘:.;

‘waecdirect ¢ WOy 0 i d
o A e aICaTd s How to use thi
g i W - Serateh off the coversd area to obtain your secrat PIN (a 10 digit number)

MK
. h‘ o o B i
. #’,, ; 3 2 . > B, Wor_lq Wide Web Access (and E-maif)
- - g ¥ = * o e a Inr Ir‘ i i i [ 0
o s:?;:-.il information on web Home page including your PIN
Telthonaﬂnteraclive Volice Response (IVR) Access
1- Dla_l any one of these telephone lines; (01) 3425200-19
2- Wait for response and follow the voice prompts.
1$hsorl “:l!essagmg Service (SMS) Access
- oend a lext message 1o any of these GSM lines: 08022501800-#usi :
_ “examination number "PIN* Year of examinalign %00 Q’HSIIQ e lormat
2- Wait for return text message (containing the: reswil), _ - :

Serial Number: . N
1300622312 PIN;

o;fease do nol accep! this card if the strip has baen scratched off
wumber. '

A
he card aliows 5 uses on one Examination f !




Translations

Translations must be provided by a person not related or
associated with the student or the athletics department at the
Institution the college-bound student-athlete plans to attend.

The translator must provide a letter, including any appropriate
stamps or seals, explaining his or her qualifications as a translator.
It is recommended that translations be performed by a qualified
professor from a university or college or a certified official translator.

Translations from unverifiable sources will not be accepted.

Translations must accompany the original documents written in the
native language.




Photocopies

Photocopies of credentials will only be accepted if they are certified
as true copies of original documents forwarded from an NCAA
member institution's office of admissions or the principal or
headmaster of the college-bound student-athlete's secondary school.
Photocopies that are not certified as true copies of originals or come
from a source other than the sources listed above will not be used.

Photocopies will not be accepted directly from a college-bound
student-athlete or his or her relatives unless they are certified with a
cover letter from the school official (listed above); each page is
certified and stamped as a true copy; and arrive in an envelope
sealed by the secondary school prior to providing the documents to
the student.




Mailing Address

Documents should be mailed to the Eligibility Center at the address listed
below.

Mailing Address:
NCAA Eligibility Center
P.O. Box 7136
Indianapolis, IN 46207

Overnight or Express Mailing Address:
NCAA Eligibility Center

1802 Alonzo Watford Sr. Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46202

Reminder;

Documents must be sent via mail. Credentials sent via fax or e-mail will
not be accepted




Top Certification Issues

The file 1s not complete.

Do not advise a high school to change a
transcript.

Are the classes core courses?

Nontraditional courses. (Online courses — are
they still core courses?)

|s the amateurism section complete? Has final
amateurism certification been requested?

Is your Institutional Request List accurate?




Actions to Take to Prepare for
Future Certifications

Encourage athletics department staff to inform
admissions/international programs of incoming college-
bound student-athletes.

Encourage College Bound Student-Athletes to register
with the eligibility Center as early as possible.

Obtain all official student transcripts and have test
scores sent to Eligibility Center directly from the testing
agency.

Do not issue 1-20 or encourage travel until final
academic and amateurism certifications are rendered.

Call the Eligibility Center if you need assistance
evaluating college-bound student-athletes.




Resources

Eligibility Center Home Page.
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net

Information and Resources for Prospective-Student
Athletes.

Accessible from the General Information page on
the Eligibility Center's Web site.

Guide to International Academic Standards for
Athletics Eligibility.

Accessible from the Information and Resources
page on the Eligibility Center's Web site.




Questions




