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Nigeria: General Facts

History: A series of constitutions after World War II granted Nigeria 
greater autonomy; independence came in 1960. Following nearly 16 years 
of military rule, a new constitution was adopted in 1999, and a peaceful 
transition to civilian government was completed. The government 
continues to face the daunting task of reforming a petroleum-based 
economy, whose revenues have been squandered through corruption and 
mismanagement, and institutionalizing democracy. In addition, Nigeria 
continues to experience longstanding ethnic and religious tensions. 
Although both the 2003 and 2007 presidential elections were marred by 
significant irregularities and violence, Nigeria is currently experiencing its 
longest period of civilian rule since independence. The general elections of 
April 2007 marked the first civilian-to-civilian transfer of power in the 
country's history. 

Population: 137,253,133 July 2004 est.
Religions: Muslim 50%, Christian 40%, indigenous beliefs 10% 
Languages: English (official), Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo (Ibo), Fulani 

Source: http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ni.html



Source: http://www.internationalcomparisons.org.uk

The Educational 
System of Nigeria



General Certificate of 
Education (GCE) - Old 

system



WAEC Senior School 
Certificate



http://www.waecdirect.org/

On-line verification of WAEC 
results

records available from 1991



WAEC Statement of Results



WAEC Statements of Results



NECO Confirmation of 
Results



Post-Secondary Educational 
Credentials in Nigeria

Credential 
Name

Admission 
Requirement

Duration

National Diploma SSC 2 years

Higher National 
Diploma

National Diploma 2 years

Bachelor degree 
in Arts, Science 
or Education

SSC along with 
UME

4 years
(3 years after A-levels in old 
system)

Bachelor degree 
in Architecture, 
Engineering, 
Law, Pharmacy 
or Technology

SSC along with 
UME

5 years
(4 years after A-levels in old 
system)

Bachelor of 
Medicine and 
Bachelor of 
Surgery

SSC along with 
UME

6 years
(5 years after A-levels in old 
system)

Doctor of 
Veterinary 
Medicine

SSC along with 
UME

6 years
(5 years after A-levels in old 
system)

Post Graduate 
Diploma

Bachelor Degree 
or Higher 
National Diploma

1 year

Master Degree Bachelor Degree 
or Higher 
National Diploma

1 to 2 years

Doctor of 
Philosophy

Usually a Master 
degree, in some 
cases a 
Bachelor degree

2 to 3 years after Master
3 to 5 years after Bachelor



Nigeria:
Higher Education Programs

• Polytechnics and Colleges
– Established to train technical middle-level 

manpower
• http://nigeria.usembassy.gov/nigeria_polycolleg

es.html
• Website includes listing of all federal and state 

institutions

• http://www.fme.gov.ng/Downloads/Tertiary_Con
solidation.pdf

• Website includes information on polytechnic 
consolidation, federal colleges of education, 
and polytechnics awarding degrees (by 
affiliation with universities).

• http://www.jambng.com/pce_institution
1.php

• Website of JAMB (Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board) including list of 
polytechnics and colleges.

• Universities
– Accreditation of universities is done by the National 

Universities Commission (NUC)
– http://www.nuc.edu.ng/ (Website includes a listing 

of all recognized universities in Nigeria:
http://www.nuc.edu.ng/pages/universities.asp

http://nigeria.usembassy.gov/nigeria_polycolleges.html
http://nigeria.usembassy.gov/nigeria_polycolleges.html
http://www.fme.gov.ng/Downloads/Tertiary_Consolidation.pdf
http://www.fme.gov.ng/Downloads/Tertiary_Consolidation.pdf
http://www.jambng.com/pce_institution1.php
http://www.jambng.com/pce_institution1.php
http://www.nuc.edu.ng/
http://www.nuc.edu.ng/pages/universities.asp


Nigeria: Polytechnic 
consolidation



Proposal for establishment
of “City Universities” in Lagos and Kaduna



National Diploma



Transcript



Lagos State Polytechnic 
Transcript



Higher National Diploma











General Facts

• History:
Formed from the merger of the British colony of the Gold Coast and 
the Togoland trust territory, Ghana in 1957 became the first sub-
Saharan country in colonial Africa to gain its independence. Ghana 
endured a long series of coups before Lt. Jerry RAWLINGS took 
power in 1981 and banned political parties. After approving a new 
constitution and restoring multiparty politics in 1992, RAWLINGS 
won presidential elections in 1992 and 1996, but was constitutionally 
prevented from running for a third term in 2000. John KUFUOR, who 
defeated former Vice President John ATTA-MILLS in a free and fair 
election, succeeded him. 

• Capital: Accra
• Religions:

Christian 68.8% (Pentecostal/Charismatic 24.1%, Protestant 18.6%, 
Catholic 15.1%, other 11%), Muslim 15.9%, traditional 8.5%, other 
0.7%, none 6.1% (2000 census) 

• Languages:
Asante 14.8%, Ewe 12.7%, Fante 9.9%, Boron (Brong) 4.6%, Dagomba 
4.3%, Dangme 4.3%, Dagarte (Dagaba) 3.7%, Akyem 3.4%, Ga 3.4%, 
Akuapem 2.9%, other 36.1% (includes English (official)) (2000 census) 

Source: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gh.html

Ghana: General Facts



Source: http://www.internationalcomparisons.org.uk

The Educational 
System of Ghana



West African Examinations 
Council Ghana (WAEC)

http://www.ghanawaec.org/

• Basic Education Certificate Examination (BECE) at the end of Junior 
Secondary School

• Senior Secondary School Certificate Examination (SSSCE)
• General Business Certificate Examination (GBCE)
• Advanced Business Certificate Examination (ABCE)

http://www.ghanawaec.org/


WAEC Results Online
http://ghana.waecdirect.org/

http://ghana.waecdirect.org/


Senior Secondary School 
Certificate



Case study # 1



Higher Education 
Institutions in Ghana

Universities (six public): 
 
University of Ghana, Legon  
University of Cape Coast, Cape Coast  
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 
Kumasi  
University for Development Studies, Tamale  
University of Education, Winneba  
University of Mines and Technology, Tarkwa 
 
 
 
New private universities (accredited by the National 

Accreditation Board of the Ministry of Education): 
          Ashesi University, Valley View University, Central 
          University, Catholic University, Presbyterian 
          University, Methodist University, Islamic University, 
          Wisconsin International University, Meridian 
          University, Pentecost University, Regent 
          University, Zenith College, All Nations University  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Polytechnics:
 Accra Polytechnic  
 Kumasi Polytechnic  
 Ho Polytechnic  
 Takoradi Polytechnic  
 Koforidua Polytechnic 
 Sunyani Polytechnic  
 Cape Coast Polytechnic  
 Tamale Polytechnic  
 Wa Polytechnic  
 Bolgatanga Polytechnic  
 

Specialized post-secondary technical institutions:  
Bunso Cocoa College 
Kpong Irrigation College 
Ejura Agricultural College  
Ghana Institute of Journalism 
Ghana Institute of Management and Public 
Administration 
Institute of Professional Studies  
Kwadaso Agricultural College  
National Film and Television Institute 
Nyankpala Agricultural College  
Ohawu Agricultural College   
Pong-Tamale Veterinary College 
School of Hygiene (at Korle Bu Hospital and the public 
health colleges in Ho and Tamale) 
Sunyani School of Forestry 
Tarkwa School of Mines  

 
 

National Accreditation Board website: http://www.nab.gov.gh 
(Go to “accredited institutions” link)



Ghana: National Accreditation Board



University of Ghana – Official 
Transcript



University of Ghana Official
Transcript (incomplete, p. 1 

only)



University of Ghana  -
Authenticity Issues



Compare university 
logos …



Source: CIA World Factbook

The Gambia



Source: UK NARIC (International Comparisons database) 
http://www.naric.org.uk/

The Educational 
System of the Gambia











Source: CIA World Factbook

Liberia



Source: UK NARIC (International Comparisons database) 
http://www.naric.org.uk/

The Educational 
System of Liberia













Source: CIA World Factbook

Sierra Leone



Source: UK NARIC (International Comparisons database) 
http://www.naric.org.uk/

The Educational 
System of Sierra 

Leone
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