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ducation in Bangladesh is under
the auspices of the Ministry of
Education (MOE).

The Directorate of Secondary and
Higher Education, directly under the
MOE, is responsible for secondary and
higher secondary education.

The subdistricts are responsible for
primary education. _

The Directorate of Technical Educa-
tion is responsible for vocational edu-
cation.

Islamic schools are under supervision
of the Madrasah Education Board, an
autonomous institution established in
1982. Education spending accounts for
1.5 percent of the total gross national
product. '

Primary/secondary education

The pattern of education consists of
five years of primary, three years of jun-
ior secondary, two years of secondary
and two years of higher-secondary edu-
cation.

The academic year in primary/sec-
ondary schools begins in January and
ends in December.

Primary education

In 1992, primary education became
compulsory. Students begin primary
school at age six. The language of in-
struction is Bangla. Primary education
comprises grades one through five.

The curriculum is standard through-
out the country and includes Bangla,
arithmetic, social studies and science. In
third grade, physical education, arts and
crafts, music, religion and English lan-
guage are introduced.

Promotion from grade two onward is
based on internal examinations given at
the end of the year. There are no public
examinations given at the end of grade
five.

Secondary education

Secondary education is divided into
three stages: junior secondary, second-
ary and higher secondary. The four di-

Degree programs

Degree Entry Requirements

Length

Bangladesh Agricultural University

Bachelor of Science in Agriculture (HONOUTS) ..........ooveveermecercnnnns HSC
Bachelor of Science in Animal Husbandry (Honours) .. . HSC
Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Economics (Honours) ..... ... HSC

Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Engineering ............. ..HSC ..
Bachelor of Science in Fisheries (Honours) .. ..HSC ..
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine ............ ettt
Master of Science (Agricultural Economics)
Master of Science (Animal Husbandry) .....
Master of Science in Veterinary Medicine ......
Master of Science (Agriculture Extension Education) .

4-year Bachelor's degree ..................
.... 4-year Bachelor's degree .......
. Doctor of Veterinary Medicine ...
... &-year Bachelor's degree .......

Master of Science (Agricultural Engineering) .........cooeverreeermrcrnnns 4-year Bachelor's degree ..........cc......
Master of Science (Fisheries) dreerenee e 4-year Bachelor's degree ..................
Master of Science (Agricultural Statistics) 4-year Bachelor's degree ... .2 years
Doctor of PhiloSOPRY ....c..crverrrerivermeremrernsessssmssssssssssssasssssensssssssssens Bachelor's degree ..., 3years
Bangladesh Asian University

Bachelor of Arts (HONOUIS) .......cccovcvreernvrcomrenmicrccarreneeone .HSC ... 4 years
Bachelor 0f AS (PaSS) ......crreereremverersrmerssmssessssensressssosmsssssssssssssssnses HSC e 2.5 years
Master of Arts ................ e 4-year Bachelor's degree .................. 1 year
Bachelor of Business ADMINIStration .............ewrerierrrmeenmsrsnseereesesmmssnnnes HSC 4 years
Bangladesh Open University

Bachelor of EQUCAHON .......c..ccorvmen e eesseennens 2-year Bachelor's degree ................ 2 years
Bachelor of Agricultural EQUCatoN ..........ccccvvveevrrenecnceicronneennns 2-year Bachelor's degree ................ 2 years
Bangladesh University of

Engineering and Technology )

Bachelor of Science (ENGINEEMNNG) ........ccccmervvmmvorremerssmmsmssrrseserscsessennees HSC oo ercseninarens 4 years
Bachelor of Architecture HSC

Master of ArChItECHUNE .........ccccovervrrcririnerc e enrersnens Bachelor of Architecture .............. 1.5 years
Master of Engineering or Master of Science (Engineering) . Bachelor of Engineering .............. 1.5 years
Master of Urban and Regional Planning ...........cc.cccecnmreen. 4-year Bachelor's degree ................ 2 years
Master of Philosophy .......ccoeceniironninne ... Master's degree ...... 2 years
Doctor of Philosophy Master’s degree .......... fervensinens 2 years
University of Chittagong

Bachelor of Arts (HONOUTS) .........vceiimecremssrcrcrmnires s meererersessssenesenien HSC e 3 years
Bachelor of Science {(Honours}) ... .HSC . 3 years
Bachelor of Social Sciences (HONOUTS) .........vceverureeenreremerrerssersesmssesnes HSC ooocerirenenne 3 years

Bachelor of Fing Arts (HONOUTS) .......crvveemernmmercrnmenmnncseremmonessssessssennces 53] S 3 years
Bachelor of Laws (HONOULS) ..........cevvcrmmrverevsnnssrssersesssesnssssrsnsssnnsssinns HSC ... .4 years
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of SUFGery ........cocoererenrerrerninnes HSC oo 5 years
‘Master of Arts o 3-year Bachelor's degree ... 1 year
Master of SoCial SCIBNCE .....vcvercrrreeserermirrrsrssressasressersmsasersnes 3-year Bachelor's degres ... .1 year
Master of Fine Arts ......... . censne 3-year Bachelor of Fine Arts ..... ... 1year
Master of COMMENCE ........covvrecvrurrcrersermrenerenenssserssnncsnnens 3-year Bachelor of Commerce ...

Master of SCIBNCE .......vcoocrerrercrmeerrnrsnerrss s 3-year Bachelor of Science
Master of Business Administration 3-year Bachelor of Business Administration .... 1 year
Master of Philosophy .. Master’s degree 2 years
Doctor of PhIOSOPRY ......ccurmcrmrercrcriremmareiesrinessneremearessessenessessene Master's degree 2 years

University of Dhaka
Bachelor of Commerce (Pass)/Bachelor of Arts (Pass)/

Bachelor-of Science (Pass)/Bachelor of Home Economics (Pass) HSC ... 2 years
Bachelor of Science in Technology (Textiles) .......c......... ... Diploma in Textiles .........crvimrene 2 years
Bachelor of Science in Technology (Leather Technology) ...... Diploma in Leather Technology .. 2 years
Bachelor of Nursing Science (Pass) ........ccouuceremvvcnes .3 years
Bachelor of Nursing Science (Post-Basic) 2 years
Bachelor of Arts (Honours)/Bachelor of Science (Honours)/

Bachelor of Commerce (Honours)
Bachelor of Pharmacy (Honours)

3 years
3 years

Continued, next page
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visional Boards of Intermediate and Sec-
ondary Education set the curricula and

administers examinations for the sec-

ondary and higher secondary stages.

Instruction for the junior secondary
stage takes place at junior secondary
schools. The language of instruction is
Bangla.

The curriculum up to grade eight is
uniform and consists of Bangla, English,
mathematics, general science and social
and religious studies. Internal examina-
tions are held each year.

Students must pass the prescribed
number of marks to be promoted to the
next year. Instruction at the secondary
level takes place at high schools. In grad-
es nine and 10, students enter either the
science or humanities stream. In both
streams, students must take compulsory
courses in Bangla, English, mathemat-
ics and geography.

Students who choose the science
stream take courses in science. Those
who choose the humanities stream take
courses in history, economics and civ-
ics. In addition, all students must take
two elective subjects.

Upon completion of the program, stu-
dents take examinations to earn the Sec-
ondary School Certificate (SSC). After
completing this stage, students may con-
tinue into an academic higher second-
ary program or enter vocational
programs in agriculture, engineering
technology or commerce at polytechnics
or technical/vocational institutes.

The higher secondary level of edu-
catjon consists of grades 11 and 12, and
instruction takes place at intermediate
colleges. Bangla is the language of in-
struction. English is taught as a compul-
sory subject.

Students study in a specific stream
and may choose from science, humani-
ties, commerce, home economics, agri-
culture or music. The Higher Secondary
Certificate (HSC) is awarded by exami-
nation following grade 12 and qualifies
students for university education.

Secondary technical/vocational
education

The Technical Education Board is
responsible for secondary technical pro-
grams. It designs curricula, conducts
examinations and awards all certificates

‘Islamic University

Degree programs
(continued from previous page)
Length

Entry Requirements

Degree

University of Dhaka (continued)
Bachelor of Social Sciences (Honours) .............
Bachelor of Science in Home Economics (Honours)
Bachelor of Homeopathic Medicine .................
Bachelor of Laws (Honours)
Bachelor of FINe AmtS .........cconeemiiniininvsinsisrinscnnes
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery .......
Bachelor of Dental SUGery ......c..coocvvimmrivennrinnenns
Bachelor of Unani Medicine/Ayurvedic Medicine
Bachelor of Education ... 2-year Bachelor's degree .......c..cc...... -
Bachelor of Laws......... 2-year Bachelor's degree ...
Master of Library SCIENCe ... Diploma in Library Science .............. 1 year
Master of Arts/Master of Commerce/Master of Science ............. 2-year Bachelor’s degree/

3-year Bachelor's degree .....2 years/1 year
.. Bachelor of Education ........c.c.v.... 1 year

Master of Arts in Education

Master of PRIIOSOPNY -.v.ccomrverrerrcercemmmsmssmssmmsssisrssimossessersossssrsions Master's degree ...... 2 years
Master of SAtISTICS ........ovvererivcri e 3-year Bachelor's degree ... 1 year
Master of Business Aministration ... Bachelor's degree...... years
Master of Fine ArtS ......cocoounivivins Bachelor of Fine Arts .. ... 2 years
- Master of Science in OrthotiCS .......ccvvvcrrmmiinrincmseescsnserenes Bachelor's degree.........ccooou.. 3.5 years

Master of Social Sciences . 3-year Bachelor's degree/

2-year Bachelor's degree ..... 1 year/2 years

MASEET OF LAWS ...ovovecverveerseressensseceeissnsserssssissssssesssss s snssivsssesssnsansns Bachelor of Laws ..........cocvvivnnee 2 years
Master of Science (Ophthalmology or Cardiology) ...... Bachelor of Medicine & Bachelor of Surgery .3 years
DOGtOT OF PHIIOSOPRY ...ceevverecrrereverirssissrsisessssssssssssssisssssosescresssasssssons Master's degree 2 years
Doctor of Laws ...........c.. . vervrennnnnenn Master of Laws 3 years
Doctor of Literature/Doctor of SGIence ..o Dactor of Philosophy ... 3 years
Independent University, Bangladesh

Bachelor of Business Administration (Honours) HSC 4 years

Bachelor of Science (Honours)
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) .............
Bachelor of Science/Social Science

Master of Business Administration
Bachelor of Computer Science .....
Bachelor of Science in Engineering ..
Bachelor of Arts in Economics ......

Bachelor of Science in Agriculture
Bachelor of Science in Nursing .....
Associate Degree in NUISING ...

Bachelor of Arts (Honours) ..... .

Bachelor of Business Studies (Honours)
Bachelor of Laws (Honours)
Master of Arts/Master of Social Sciences/

Master of Business Studies ... e 3-year Bachelor's degree .....c....cc..... 1 year
Master of LaWs ......covcvereinine Bachelor of Laws (Honours) ............... 1 year
Master of PRIIOSOPHY ..vucuueunirnisersssisressssnsiosaseeniereenetssissssnssrsssssisses Master's degree ........ being formulated
Doctor Of PhIlOSOPRY ........crverrirriimiimmcssismsims i sseinesemmsssissmieione Master’s degree ........ being formulated

Jahangirnagar University

Bachelor of Arts (Honours)/Bachelor of Social Science (Honours)/
Bachelor of Science (HONOUTS) ...t HSC e, 3 years
Master of Arts/Master of Science/Master of Social Science ....... 3-year Bachelor's degree .
Master of PRIOSOPNY «....vcoocovvcvvsrnssnisssisssnssssssssrincean ... Master's degree ...
Doctor of PHIOSOPRY ...c.ouvvrrerccsss i sississssssssrassssssnssrsssssssssenes Master's degree ....

Khuina University

Bachelor Of ATChILECIUNE .......vverrecrrriereere s sis s
Bachelor of Science in Engineering .
Bachelor of SGIENCE (HONOUIS) ........o.ciimmmsrimmssssssssissesesssssseisessiensies

Continued, next page
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and diplomas.

Students who complete grade eight
may take two-year vocational courses at
vocational-technical institutes.

Polytechnics, commercial training
institutes and agriculture training insti-
tutes offer two- and three-year certifi-
cate and diploma programs. Admission
requires the SSC.

Three-year diploma programs are
offered in the fields of civil technology,
mechanical technology, electrical tech-
nology, power technology, electronics
technology, architectural technology,
chemical and food technology, ceramic
technology, surveying, marine engineer-
ing technology and agriculture.

Two-year certificate programs. are
offered in secretarial sciences. Two-year
diploma programs are offered in print-
ing technology and commerce.

Students who complete the Diploma
in Technology may enter bachelor of en-
_ gineering programs. '

University education v

Before 1947, all colleges in Bang-
ladesh were affiliated with the Univer-
sity of Calcutta in India. From 1947 on,
the colleges have been affiliated with the
University of Dhaka.

There are three types of universities
in Bangladesh: general, special and
open.

General universities have defined ter-
ritorial jurisdictions, and all colleges that
come within the territory are automati-
cally under the control of the universi-

ty.

Universities in Bangladesh are both

teaching and affiliating institutions.
Affiliating institutions are not teach-

ing institutions. Instruction is conduct-

ed at colleges; however, universities

design the syllabuses and conduct the.

examinations.

The academic-year runs from Sep-
tember through August.

The University Grants Commission
(UGC) was established in 1973 by pres-
idential order.

The UGC’s primary responsibility is
coordinating academic programs, pro-
moting research activities, acting as a
liaison between the universities and the
government, and allocating funds and

Degree

Degree programs

(confrnued from previous page)

Entry Regulrements . Length
Khulna University (continued) : o
Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy HSC 4-years
Bachelor of Business Administration HSC .. 4 years
National University .
Bachelor of Arts (Pass)/Bachelor of Science (Pass)/ :
Bachelor of Sqcial Science {Pass)/Bachelor of Commerce (Pass) HSC ... 2 years
Bachelor of Arts {(Honours)/Bachelor of Science (Honours)/ :
Bachelor of Commerce (Honours) .......... - HSC .. Jyears
Bachelor of Education ' 2-year Bachelor's degree .................. Tyear’
Bachelor of Laws

Master of Arts/Master of Science/Master of Social Sciences/

2-year Bachelor's degree ............. 2 years

.. 2-year Bachelor's degree/ ‘

Master of Commerce

Master of Philosophy

3-year Bachelor's degree ..... 2 years/1 year
Master's degree ..

Doctor of Philosophy ..

North South University
Bachelor of Business Administration ..

Master's degree ..

HSC

Master of Business Adminisiration ...

Bachelor of Science in Computer Science

- Bachelor.of Science in Economics

Master of Arts/Science in Economics

Bachelor of Arts in English

‘Bachelor of Arts/Science in Envrronmental Studres

Bachelor of Science (Honours)

Bachelor of Social Science (Honours)

i Umversrty of Rajshahi '

Bachelor of Commerce (Honours)/
Bachelor of Social Sciences (Honours)

" Bachelor of Arts (Honours)/Bachelor of Science (Honours)/

" Bachelor of Laws (Honours)

Bachelor of Medrclne and Bachelor of Surgery

Bachelor of Laws

Master of Laws »

o rivre 4 years

Bachelor's degree ...........ccrure 2 years

O - 4 years

HSC 4 years

Bachelor's degree ..........c...... 1 year

HSC . ‘ 4 years

HSC 4 years

Shahjalal Umversuy of Sclence and Technology

g 3 years
HSC; a3 years

HSC 3 years

. HSC ... .4 years

HSC ... Rt 1

2-year Bachelor's degree .............. 2 years

Bachelor of Laws (Honours)/

Bachelor of Laws ........... 1 year/2 years }

Master of Arts/Master of Commerce/Master of Science/ .

. 2-year | Bachelor s degreel

Master of Social Sciences ......

3—year Bachelor's degree ..... 2 years/1 year ,'

Mester of Philosophy
Doctor of Phllosophy

Master's degree
Master S degree

Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery

‘Umversity of Scrence and Technology, Chittagong
HSC

5 years

Bachelor of Pharmacy ..

HSC .. 3years

Bachelor of Business Administration........

..HSC -, .4 years

\

grants to universities.

The commission is also responsible
for assessing the needs of individual
universities and advising the govern-
ment on future developments in higher
education. _

In 1986, the four engineering colleg-
es (Rajshahi, Chittagong, Khulna and
Dhaka) were changed to the Bangladesh
Institutes of Technologies (BITs). The
BITs are autonomous and award their
own degrees. They operate outside the
UGC system and have a council of in-

stitutes with a “minister-in-charge” of
education in the government of Bang-
ladesh.

Each BIT has separate boards of gov-
ernors and academic councils.

In 1992, the government authorized
the establishment of private universities
in Bangladesh. Private universities were
permitted to operate in response to the
growing demand for higher education
and the lack of space at public universi-
ties.

Currently 16 private universities have
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opened. They are modeled after higher

education in the United States: bache- |

lor’s degree programs are four-years
long, they use a credit hour system and
follow the U.S. academic calendar.

English is the medium of instruction
in all but two private universities: Darul
Ihsan University and Islamic Universi-
ty of Chittagong, which are funded by
Muslim sources.

Admission

Admission to a university requires
the HSC or its equivalent. There are ad-
mission tests required for medical col-
leges, the BITs and university
departments.

Bachelor’s degrees

General universities offer courses in
arts, social sciences, sciences and com-
merce. :

There are two different bachelor’s
degrees: a two-year pass degree and a
three-year honours degree.

Pass degrees consist of three subjects
studied over two years. Honours degrees
require two subsidiary subjects and one
principal subject studied over three
years.

With a few exceptions, pass degrees
are taught at colleges and honours de-
grees are taught at universities.

There are three-year bachelor’s de-
grees in pharmacy and religious stud-
ies.

Bachelor’s degrees in agriculture,
engineering, dentistry, law, nursing and
veterinary medicine are four years long.
Those in architecture and medicine are
five years.

Second bachelor’s degrees

Holders of the two-year pass degree
may continue into a second bachelor’s
degree program.

The bachelor of laws is two years and
the bachelor of education is one year.

Master’s degrees

Master of arts (MA), science (MSc)
and commerce (MCom) degrees are
awarded at general universities.

The length of the program is two
years after a pass degree or one year af-
ter an honours degree.

Master’s degrees in engineering, ar-
chitecture, agriculture and urban and
regional planning require a relevant
four-year first degree.

The length of these programs is 1.5
years.

Research degrees

The master of philosophy (MPhil) is
two years after the MA or the MSc. Doc-
toral programs require a minimum of
two years after the MSc in engineering,
MPhil or the MSc in agriculture.

Teacher education

Primary teachers are trained at pri-
mary training institutes. The program is
one year and requires the SSC for ad-
mission for women and the HSC for
men.
The National Academy for Primary
Education is responsible for conducting
examinations at the conclusion of the
one-year course.

Upon successful completion of the
examination, primary teachers are
awarded a certificate in education.

Vocational teacher training is offered
at the Vocational Teacher Training In-
stitute. The institute offers two-year pro-
grams. The Technical Teacher’s Training
College offers short-term, 4-week train-
ing courses.

Physical education teachers are
trained at physical education colleges.
The colleges offer a one-year junior di-
ploma in physical education and a one-
year bachelor of physical education.

Admission to the junior diploma pro-
gram requires the HSC, and the bache-
lor of physical education requires a

-two-year bachelor’s degree.

Technical teacher training is offered
at the Technical Teacher’s Training Col-
lege. The college offers a one-year di-
ploma in technical education and a
two-year bachelor of education (téchnol-
0gy).

The diploma in technical education
requires a diploma in technology for ad-
mission and the bachelor of education
(technology) requires the diploma in
technical education.

Secondary teachers must complete a
two-year bachelor’s degree, followed by
a one-year bachelor’s degree. There are
also master’s degrees and doctoral pro-
grams in education.

Recognized private
institutions
established
between 1992-1996

4 Comilla University

4 Asian University of
Bangladesh

4 University of Asia Pacific

4 Queens University

4 People’s University of
Bangladesh

4 North South University

4 Independent University of
Bangladesh

4 Central Women'’s University

4 Gono University

4 International University of
Business, Agriculture and
Technology

4 University of Science and
Technology

4 Ahsanullah University of
Science and Technology

4 East West University

4 Darul lhsan University

4 Islamic University of
Chittagong

¢ AMA International University

Recognized public
institutions

4 Bangladesh Institute of
Technology, Gazipur

4 Bangladesh Institute of
Technology, Rajshahi

4 Bangladesh Institute of
Technology, Khulna

4 Bangladesh Institute of
Technology, Chittagong

4 College of Textile Technology
(Under MOE)

4 College of Leather
Technology (Under MOE)

4 Islamic Centre for Technical
and Vocational Training and
Research (founded by the
Organization of Islamic
Countries)




