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What is the Bologna 
Process?

• Bologna process is the process of creating a 
European Higher Education Area by the year 
2010.

• It was first put in motion in 1999 at a Bologna 
(Italy) meeting of Ministers of Education of a 
number of European countries.

• The goal of the Bologna process is to facilitate 
students their free choice of quality courses 
and to benefit from smooth recognition 
procedures. 

• Main priorities of the process:
– introduction of a three-tiered system of 

education (bachelor/master/doctor)
– quality assurance
– recognition of qualifications of periods of 

study



  

Current signatories of the 
Bologna process

• Albania
• Andorra
• Armenia
• Austria
• Azerbaijan
• Belgium
• Bosnia-Herzegovina
• Bulgaria
• Croatia
• Cyprus
• Czech Republic
• Denmark
• Estonia
• Finland
• France
• Georgia
• Germany
• Greece
• Holy See
• Hungary
• Iceland
• Ireland
• Italy
• Latvia

• Liechtenstein
• Lithuania
• Luxembourg
• Malta
• Moldova
• Montenegro
• Netherlands
• Norway
• Poland
• Portugal
• Romania
• Russian Federation
• Serbia
• Slovak Republic
• Slovenia
• Spain
• Sweden 
• Switzerland
• Macedonia (former 

Yugoslav Republic)
• Turkey
• Ukraine
• United Kingdom



  

Bologna Process 
Administration

• Presidency of the process is 
transferred from one member to 
another. Current presidencies are as 
follows:
– Slovenia (1st half of 2008)
– France (2nd half of 2008)
– Czech Republic (1st half of 2009)

• Every second year the Ministers meet 
to measure the progress of the process 
and set priorities for action. 
– Prague (2001)
– Berlin (2003)
– Bergen (2005)
– London (2007)
– Leuven (2009)



  

Bologna Developments
• London meeting (2007)

– develop strategy to reach other continents
– create a Register of European Quality 

Assurance Agencies
• Copenhagen Process

– develops cooperation in vocational 
education and training

– proposed European Qualifications 
Framework (EQF) to coordinate 
Copenhagenand Bologna

• European Commission supported programs
– Erasmus, Tempus, Erasmus Mundus

• Other initiatives: EUROPASS (transparency of 
qualifications), ECTS-ECVET (credit transfer), 
ENQA-ENQAVET (quality assurance)

• Cooperation between European Higher 
Education Area and European Research Area



  



  



  

Resources
• http://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/e

duc/bologna/bologna_en.html
• current website: 

http://www.ond.vlaanderen.be/hogeron
derwijs/bologna/ 

• Eurydice:
http://www.eurydice.org

• European University Association:
http://www.eua.be 



  

System changes
Example: Italy



  

System changes
Example: Germany
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