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Authenticity of Nigerian 
academic credentials

• What, Where, Why? 
• Types of Fraud
• General Methodology 
• The Verification Process



Secondary Level 
Documents

• Official Documents are issued by 
examination board only

• Recognized examination boards include:
– West African Examinations Council (WAEC)
– National Examinations Council (NECO)



Examination Boards

• The West African Examinations Council (WAEC) offers “scratch 
cards” which students purchase in order to provide official WASSCE 
results via the internet.  This is only for Results after 1991.

• Each scratch card provides five opportunities to obtain official results.

• West African Examinations Council (WAEC)
– http://www.waecdirect.org/

– Student provides the serial number (W+9-digit number) & 10-digit
pin number. The examination number is the “candidate No. “ 
provided on the bottom of the WAEC certificate. 

– It is the exam # if you are looking at a statement of results.

http://www.waecdirect.org/


• National Examinations Council of Nigeria (NECO) was approved by 
the federal government of Nigeria in 2001

– NECO scratch card site is: http://www.neconigeria.org
– New Scratch site: http://www.mynecoresults.com
– The "examination number" has 8 digits with two letters. 
– The Pin is 14 digits.

• Standard Associated Examining Board (SAEB)
– Head office is in the Bronx
– Examinations are not recognized or approved for admission into 

Nigerian universities

http://www.neconigeria.org/
http://www.mynecoresults.com/


WAEC on the Internet



WAEC
Senior
School

Certificate
1995



West 
African 
Senior 
School 

Certificate 
2001



WAEC Statements of Results



Characteristics of WAEC 
Statements of Results

• Paper size is A4
• Clear tape is placed over grades
• Student’s photo is always stapled to 

document
• WAEC logo appears in upper, left-hand 

portion of document
• WAEC envelopes have the logo and 

name in tape sealing the document



Cover Letter

NECO 
Confirmation of 
Results



NECO

Actual 
Statement of 
Results



NECO Envelope



NECO 
Results

Issued by
school

Would you accept this 
document as official? 



Degrees 
& 

Diplomas 
are

typically 
issued in
portrait
format



National
Diploma



Transcript Formats





Lagos State
Polytechnic
Transcript



Issues of Authenticity



WAEC Envelopes

Example One:



WAEC Envelopes

Example II.



Details From Examples I & II

Example I Example II



Example I



Example II



WAEC Logo Details

Example I Example II















Compare and Contrast…











Logo Details



Forensic Analysis

• Security Features
• Signatures & Seals
• Paper Size
• Logo: color and image
• Watermarks
• UV light detection
• Holograms



Good Practice

• Database of specific credentials with list 
of characteristics

• Look at authentic documents for clues
• Know the university system
• Know what to expect
• Be Proactive



Copy of Handout can also be 
downloaded at:

http://www.ece.org/presentations
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