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Angola Country Profile
• Formerly known as Portuguese West Africa
• Received its independence from Portugal in 1975
• Went from a one-party socialist state to a multiparty
    democracy in 1992
• Languages: Portuguese and various African 
    languages
• After independence education at all level became
    free and underwent great expansion with the opening 
    and recognition of some private institutions following
    shortly thereafter



  

The Education Structure



  

Grading Scale

For Secondary and Postsecondary 
Education

• 15-20
• 12-14
• 10-11(10 lowest passing-postsecondary
•   8-9 (8 lowest passing-secondary)

•   0-7 Fail



  

Elementary and Secondary 
Education

Until the late 1990’s:
• Ensino Primário (Primary Education)

– Iniciação (Initiation [Pre-school])
– Ensino Basico Regular (Regular Basic Education:

Iº Nivel (1st Level) Grades 1-4
IIº Nivel (2nd Level) Grades 5-6
IIIº Nivel (3rd Level) Grades 7-8

• Ensino Médio (Middle Education)
– Geral (General) or Pré-universitario (pre-

university): Grades 9-11
– Técnico-vocacional (Technical and Vocational): 

Grades 9-12



  

Elementary and Secondary 
Education

Currently, compulsory education is from
ages 7 to 15
• Ensino Primário (Primary Education)

Grades 1-6
• Ensino Secundario (Secondary 
   Education) 

– 1º ciclo (1st cycle):  
   Grades 7, 8 and 9
– 2º ciclo (2nd cycle)
   Grades 10, 11 and 12 

     



  

Ensino Médio 
Técnico/Pedagógico (Technical/ 
Pedagogical Middle Education

• All technical and teacher training
   programs require 4 years of study in the
   2nd cycle
• Grades 10, 11, 12 and 13
• Taught at:

– Institutos Médios Tecnicos
– Instituttos Médios Normales



  

Ensino Secundario/Ensino Médio 
Técnico/Pedagógico 

• Completion of 
– Ensino Secundario leads to the 

Habilitações Literárias
– Ensino Médio Técnico/Pedagógico leads to 

professional titles 
• Successful completion of both types of 

secondary education gives access to 
higher education



  

Higher Education
• First stage: Bacharelato – 3 years
• Second stage: Licenciatura – 2 years 

(for a total of 5 years)
• Degree in Medicine: after a total of 6 

years of postsecondary level study
• Anticipated graduate level study:

– Mestrado – master’s program
– Dotourado - doctorate



  

Higher Education Institutions:
Universidades

• Universidade Agostinho Neto (public)
Natural Sciences, Law, Agrarian Sciences,
Economics, Engineering, Medicine, Education,
Nursing

• Universidade Católica de Angola (private)
Business, Computer Science, Economics, Law

• Universidade Jean Piaget de Angola (private)
Business, Economics, Engineering, Law, 
Medicine, Psychology, Sociology

• Universidade Lusíada de Angola (private)
Accounting, Business, Economics, Law

• Universidade Nova de Angola (private)
Humanities, Technology



  



  



  



  



  



  

Resources

• Ministério da Educação
Caixa Postal 1281
Luanda, Angola
Tel: (244-2) 32 33 26 / 32 15 92
Fax: (244-2) 32 24 66 / 32 15 92

• The Boston College Center for 
International Higher Education
http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/avp/soe/cihe/inhea/profiles/Angola.htm

http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/avp/soe/cihe/inhea/profiles/Angola.htm
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