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General Facts

 Ethiopian calendar year  - The Ethiopian year consists of 365 days, divided into 
twelve months of thirty days each plus one additional month of five days (six in 
leap years). Ethiopian New Year's falls on September 11 and ends the following 
September 10, according to the Gregorian (Western) calendar. From September 11 
to December 31, the Ethiopian year runs seven years behind the Gregorian year; 
thereafter, the difference is eight years. Hence, the Ethiopian year 1983 began on 
September 11, 1990, according to the Gregorian calendar, and ended on 
September 10, 1991. This discrepancy results from differences between the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church as to the date of the 
creation of the world. 
Source: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/ethiopia/et_glos.html (Library of Congress)

 History - In 1974, a military junta, the Derg, deposed Emperor Haile SELASSIE 
(who had ruled since 1930) and established a socialist state. the regime was finally 
toppled in 1991 by a coalition of rebel forces, the Ethiopian People's 
Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF). A border war with Eritrea late in the 
1990's ended with a peace treaty in December 2000.

  Religions:    
Christian 60.8% (Orthodox 50.6%, Protestant 10.2%), Muslim 32.8%, traditional 
4.6%, other 1.8% (1994 census) 

 Languages:    
Amarigna 32.7%, Oromigna 31.6%, Tigrigna 6.1%, Somaligna 6%, Guaragigna 
3.5%, Sidamigna 3.5%, Hadiyigna 1.7%, other 14.8%, English (major foreign 
language taught in schools) (1994 census) 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/ethiopia/et_glos.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2122.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2098.html


  

The Structure of Education in 
Ethiopia
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Languages in Education

 Languages of instruction:
 Amharic in primary and secondary 

schools with emphasis on English at 
the upper secondary level

 English in all Higher Education 
Institutions

 Documents issued in English by 
the Ministry of Education and by 
higher education institutions 

 Administration and coordination 
of education by the Ministry of 
Education



  

Education in Ethiopia: 
New Structure

 The academic year runs from 
September to July

 Education is free at the primary 
and secondary level

 Compulsory education lasts 8 
years (age 14):

 4 years of Basic Education (1st cycle)
 4 years of General Primary Education 

(2nd cycle)

   led to the Primary School 
Certificate (no longer awarded)



  

Secondary Education

 Academic stream lasts 4 years:
 Lower Secondary School: 2 years
    upon completion students receive the 

Ethiopian General School Leaving 
Certificate Examination (EGSLCE) 

 Upper Secondary School: 2 years
 science or social science option - upon 

completion students sit for the Ethiopian 
School Leaving Certificate (ESLC) and 
most recently the Ethiopian Higher 
Education Entrance Examination (EHEEE)

 Passing of at least 5 subjects required in 
final examination

 ESLC/EHEEE grants access to higher 
education



  

Secondary Education

 Vocational stream:
Upper Secondary: 2 or 3 years
   upon completion students receive a 

Diploma: TVET (Technical and 
Vocational Education and Training) 
or TTC (Teacher Training College)

 Vocational stream in the 
following areas:
 Teacher training for primary school 

teachers offered at Teacher 
Training Colleges (3 years) 

 Commerce, technology, agriculture, 
military training (2 or 3 years)

 Terminal in nature, leads to 
employment



  

Higher Education

 Entry qualification for all higher 
education institutions: 

 Ethiopian School Leaving 
Certificate (ESLC)

 most recently the Ethiopian Higher 
Education Entrance Examination 
(EHEEE)

 Provided by various post-
secondary institutions: 

 universities
 Colleges
 Polytechnics
 Institutes



  

Higher Education 
Credentials

 Teacher’s Certificate - 1 year of 
study at a Teacher Training 
College

 Diploma/Advanced Diploma  - 2 
or 3 years of study offered by 
engineering and technological 
institutes, health and commercial 
institutions, agricultural colleges

 Diploma - 3 years of study at 
Teacher Training Colleges



  

Higher Education 
Credentials: First Level

 Bachelor of 
Arts/Science/Education: 4-year 
program

 Bachelor of Science - 5 years for: 
Pharmacy, Engineering, 
Architecture, Law

 Doctor of Medicine/Veterinary 
Medicine: 6 -year program



  

Higher Education 
Credentials: Second Level

 Master of Arts/Science/Public 
Health/Business Administration: 
2 years beyond the bachelor’s 
degree

 Certificate of Specialization or 
Specialization Diploma: 3 years 
beyond  the Doctor of 
Medicine/Veterinary Medicine 



  

Higher Education 
Credentials: Third Level

 Doctor of Philosophy following 3 
to 5 years of study beyond the 
master’s degree



  

Non-traditional Education

 Distance Higher Education:
 MBA offered by Addis Ababa 

University
 Diploma programs offered by Addis 

Ababa Commercial College, 
Bahirder, Mekelle, Jima, Awasa…

 Continuing Education is offered 
in almost all institutions as 
evening and summer programs



  

Grading Scales

 Secondary:
90-100  Excellent
80-89    Very Good
60-79    Satisfactory

 50-59    Average
   0-49    Failure

 ESLC, EHEEE and Higher 
Education Institutions:
A  Excellent

    B  Good
    C  Satisfactory
    D  Unsatisfactory
    F   Fail



  

Ethiopian School Leaving Certificate



  

Ethiopian School Leaving Certifcate 
(awarded by the Provisional Military 

Government)



  



  

Vocational Education 



  

College Diploma Programs



  

NOTE!!



  



  



  

Addis Ababa University
AAU homepage =

http://www.abyssiniacybergateway.net/ethiopia/aau_home.html

http://www.abyssiniacybergateway.net/ethiopia/aau_home.html


  

Note university grading scale on transcript:
A = Excellent
B = Good
C = Satisfactory
D = Unsatisfactory
F = Failing
  



  



  



  



  

AsmaraUniversity transcript
(Asmara University is the only university 
located in Eritrea)



  

Case study #1
1. What level of study does this document 
represent?
2. Is this sufficient for student placement?



  

Case study #2
 Note the number of subjects taken/passed. Is 
this sufficient for student placement?



  

Case study # 3, p.1.



  

Case study # 3, p.2.

Admas College is not listed by the Ethiopian Ministry of 
Education as an officially-recognized degree-granting 
institution.  How would you evaluate this student’s records?



  

Useful resources

 Ministry of Education 
Website: http://www.moe.gov.et

Address:
Ministry of Education
Addis Ababa
P.O. Box 1367
Tel: 251-1-55-31-33

E-mail: minedu@moe.gov.et
 

http://www.moe.gov.et/
mailto:minedu@moe.gov.et
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