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Founded in the 12th century as the Principality of Muscovy. 
The imperial household was overthrown in 1917 and the 
communist leader, V. Lenin seized power by establishing 
the Soviet Union. In 1991, Gorbachov’s years of 
“perestroika” reforms lead to the collapse of the union. 
Today, Russia and several autonomous republics constitute 
the Russian Federation.

Population: 141,377,752 (July 2007 est.) 

Languages: Russian, minority languages

Capital: Moscow



  



  

Serious (and not so serious) 
Vocabulary Exercise

http://www.alphadictionary.com/rusgrammar/alphabet.html

диплом

университет

институт

бакалавp



  source: 2005 report on Russia by NORRIC



  

Russian Federation
Grading scales

Numeric 
grade

Verbal grade English 
Translation

5 отлично excellent

4 хорошо good

3 удовлетворительно satisfactory

зачёт pass, credit

Typically, official final grade reports/transcripts report only 
the passing grades, however, it is possible that the failed 
courses may be reported on transcripts for students who 
have not completed their program:

 2  неудовлетворительно = unsatisfactory



  

 (from http://www.edu.ru/index.php?page_id=117/)

средняя общеобразовательная школа - secondary general 
education school - offers general education curriculum at the 
elementary and secondary levels.

средняя общеобразовательная школа с углубленным 
изучением отдельных предметов - secondary general 
education school with extended curriculum in a selected subject - 
offers general education curriculum at the elementary and 
secondary levels with additional study in one or more selected 
subjects.

Гимназия - Gymnasium - general education institution with a 
general education curriculum at the elementary and secondary 
levels with extended curriculum in humanities. 

Лицей  [Litsei] - (lyceum) - general education institution with a 
general education curriculum at the elementary and secondary 
levels with extended curriculum in technical or natural sciences 
subjects. 

Secondary Education school types



  

Certificate of Basic General 
Education
(Grade 9) 

Russian Federation format



  

Certificate of Secondary (Complete) 
General Education (mid-1990s-2006)



  

earlier post-1991 format

recent post-1991 format



  

Current (2007) format



  



  



  

Diploma of Intermediate Vocational 
(Professional) Education 

Soviet format
(admission based on either completed basic or 

secondary education)
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Diploma of Intermediate Vocational 
(Professional) Education 

New format
(same admission standards)

Basic level

Pink background – non-
university/vocational 
school diploma

higher level



  

Attachment to the Diploma of Intermediate 
Vocational (Professional) Education – new format



  

Academic Record 
Soviet format



  

Academic Record 
(higher education)

New format

ba
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Higher Education Diploma 
Soviet format



  

Higher Education Diploma issued 
to foreigners 
Soviet format



  

Bachelor Diploma 
New format

Blue and yellow background – university 
level diploma



  

Specialist and Master Diploma 
same New format

specialization 
fields vary



  

Diploma Attachment
New format



  

Diploma of Incomplete Higher Education

minimum two years of study



  

Diploma of Professional Retraining with 
attachment – new format



  

Candidate of Sciences Diploma

Doctor of Sciences Diploma

Soviet Format

New Format

New Format



  

Accreditation and Recognition
Historical Overview

• All educational institutions were public during the 
Soviet era.

• First private institutions were created in early 1990s.
• Increasing number of new institutions, including 

newly-opened small-town branches of larger 
universities allowed for higher student enrollment 
rates and led to the creation of a new institutional 
quality assurance system.

• Current number of institutions:
– State higher education institutions: 676
– Regional higher education institutions: 45
– Private higher education institutions: 578

• During the Soviet era, the Ministry of Education of 
the USSR was the main body responsible for 
approval of educational establishments and 
development of educational curricula. After the fall 
of the Soviet Union, a new system of quality 
assurance was established – the accreditation 
system. National Accreditation Agency, which 
carries out the quality assurance responsibilities, 
was created in 1995.



  

Three Stages of State Approval

• Licensing – assessment of the institutional facilities, 
teaching staff and resources.

• Attestation – assessment of quality of training relative 
to the state educational standards.

• Accreditation – recognition of institution and its 
prescribed list of educational programs; approval for 
issuing state-recognized degrees to its graduates.
(State accreditation of higher education institutions was 
legally put into practice in 1997.)

• Starting in 2000, the three-stage process of 
accreditation was consolidated into a single procedure 
called “complex assessment”. 

• Successful completion of the complex assessment 
process allows the institution to obtain a license and 
certificate of accreditation for the defined period of time 
(up to five years).

• Diplomas are issued in the uniform state format, on the 
official pre-printed paper.

• Official documents carry the official seal including the 
State Emblem of the Russian Federation.

• Accredited institutions may use the benefits provided by 
the state Legislation.



  

Unrecognized institutions

recognized institutions issue diplomas in the 
standard state format confirming that the diploma is 
a документ o высшем государственным образовании 
(higher state education document)



  

Institutional Seals

Russian 
Federation 
Crest

no crest, no 
ministry 
oversight



  

Unrecognized institution 
diploma



  

Accredited HEIs

http://abitur.nica.ru/



  

Other Resources
• National Accreditation Agency of the Russian Federation: 

– http://www.nica.ru
– http://www.nica.ru/main.en.phtml (English)

• Database of higher education institutions (including 
unaccredited), click on “все ВУЗЫ”:

– http://abitur.nica.ru/

• Russian Education Portal: http://www.edu.ru (in Russian)

• Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation: 
– http://www.ed.gov.ru/ 

• Russian ENIC: 
– http://www.russianenic.ru/
– http://www.russianenic.ru/english/index.html (in English)

Publications:
• Drewitz, M. Evaluation Tools for Russian Credentials, ECE 

Insights series, 2005

• The System of Education in Russia, NORRIC, 2005 
(includes subject hours of study at secondary schools)

• Foley, C.J. The Educational System of the Russian 
Federation, AACRAO 2008 



  

Authenticity and Fraud



  

Diplomas for Sale!



  



  



  

Russian academic degrees and transcripts have a number of distinct features that 
are relevant to check when evaluating qualifications. As

of June 1996  all authentic Russian degrees and transcripts issued in the state 
format are printed on security paper from the Goznak 

[Гознак] state printing mill. Authentic documents have several security features 
to prevent forgery, including images only visible in UV

light (see A. and B. below). Scanned and forged color reproductions of 
authentic qualifications do not display theses features.

 
The new qualifications were printed thrice, in 1996, 1997 and 2002. There is at 

least one substantial difference between them.
 
Printed in 1996 (C.)
The date of printing is indicated in the bottom right-hand corner of the degree. 

The degree number always starts with a combination of 
three characters. The last character is significant:
 
XXС = Диплом  Специалиста (Specialist degree)
ХХБ = Диплом  Бакалавра (Bakalavr degree)
ХХМ = Диплом  Магистра (Magistr degree)
 
Printed in 1997
A degree format for foreign students was printed in 1997. An additional page 

was added for apostille. All other features are the same as
the in 1996 edition. 
Printed in 2002 (D.)
The degree is now loose-leaf, being separated from its cover. The date of 

printing appears in the bottom left-hand corner on
 reverse page. 

The significant character is now in the middle of letter combination:
 
XСX = Диплом  Специалиста (Specialist degree)
ХБХ = Диплом  Бакалавра (Bakalavr degree)
ХМХ = Диплом  Магистра (Magistr degree)
 
Security features visible when photocopied (E.)
The hidden word KOPIYA [КОПИЯ] appears when the original documents 

(degree and transcript) are photocopied. This applies
to all documents regardless of year of printing. It may be necessary to adjust the 

photocopier for the word KOPIYA to appear on documents printed in 
2002, but it should still be there. 



  

sample fraudulent diploma # 1

all Russian qualifications are awarded according to the approved 
standard terminology. This document confirms a qualification of 
Stomatologist – Therapist. The standard qualification for dentistry 
graduates is Physician - Stomatologist



  

sample fraudulent diploma # 2



  

sample fraudulent diploma # 3



  

sample fraudulent diploma # 4
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