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Founded in the 12th century as the Principality of Muscovy.
The imperial household was overthrown in 1917 and the
communist leader, V. Lenin seized power by establishing
the Soviet Union. In 1991, Gorbachov’s years of
“‘perestroika” reforms lead to the collapse of the union.
Today, Russia and several autonomous republics constitute
the Russian Federation.

Population: 141,377,752 (July 2007 est.)

Languages: Russian, minority languages

Capital: Moscow
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Figure 1 Russian Alphabet

Transliteration Based on the United States Library of Congress System — Without Diactritics

Cyrillic transliteration  pronunciation Cyrillic transliteration pronunciation
Aa AAa 2 Russia Pp ,7) [2 r ready
66 Z 0/- b blue Cc CC s sad

Bs .ﬁ 6 v very Tt WZ/ mT top

r ?/‘L g good Yy y y u boost
na D7 y d dog ol éﬁ f fan

Ee 6 e e yes Xx X ‘ kh hop

= 8 e 8 yogurt Uy ?’é Y ts tsar

Hok % N zh Zhivago Yy z{?{ ch check
33 3} z zoom LWl w W sh shine

Wn Zf U i easy Ly ZLQ W, shch borshch
Ui u U young b v (hard sign — silent)
Kk ]C Kk trek bl Wy itch

nMn A A I lord b 6 (soft sign - silent)
Mm </% M m mat 33 9 I e effort

Hu ]( H n nut {010 ,70 N iu you

Oo 0 o 0 strong S g K ia yard

Mn ?Z/f?, p pen
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Serious (and not so serious)
Vocabulary Exercise

AVMIoM

YHUBEPCUTET

WHCTUTYT

(] s |

EEHHH

aKT
napK
nopT
Lol
METEOp

IOKTOp

TpaKTop

TEPMOMETP
MAaTEMAaTHKA

Awmepuxa
ApkTHEa
paiuo

pagHaTop

Ipama
Adpuka

dhaxt

hpoHT

grammy-serd
the other granny's kid
part of a play

a rest area

any is fine in a storm
Stalin's forte

falling star

has mfimte patients
what farmers ride

it has a lot of degrees
the unnatural science
Yuwessov, A,

go there for goosebumps
it talks and rocks

a source of warmth
unfunny stuff

a major continent
something undemable

put up a good one

http://www.alphadictionary.com/rusgrammar/alphabet.html
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Russian Federation
Grading scales

Numeric |Verbal grade English

grade Translation

3} OTJ/IMYHO excellent

4 XOpOoLLO good
YyOOBNETBOPUTENLHO satisfactory
3a4yerT pass, credit

Typically, official final grade reports/transcripts report only
the passing grades, however, it is possible that the failed
courses may be reported on transcripts for students who
have not completed their program:

2 HeypoBrneTBoputenbHoO = unsatisfactory
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Secondary Education school types

(from http://www.edu.ru/index.php?page_id=117/)

cpeaHsaA obLeobpa3oBaTenbHas LWKorna - secondary general
education school - offers general education curriculum at the
elementary and secondary levels.

cpeaHsAs obuweobpasoBaTenibHasA WKosa € yriyo6rneHHbIM
U3y4yeHnem oTaesnbHbIX NpeaMeToB - secondary general
education school with extended curriculum in a selected subject -
offers general education curriculum at the elementary and
secondary levels with additional study in one or more selected
subjects.

N'MMmHas3unsa - Gymnasium - general education institution with a
general education curriculum at the elementary and secondary
levels with extended curriculum in humanities.

Jlnuen [Litsei] - (lyceum) - general education institution with a
general education curriculum at the elementary and secondary
levels with extended curriculum in technical or natural sciences
subjects.
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Certificate of Basic General
Education
(Grade 9)

Russian Federation format
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Certificate of Secondary (Complete)
General Education (mid-1990s-2006)
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earlier post-1991 format
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Current (2007) format
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BbIIINCRA

HTOTOBBIX OTMETOK

KOnwu¢

Hanmenosanmue nmpeaMeTon OrmeTKka
Pycckuii 4361k 3 (ymoe.)
JTareparypa 3 (ynoBi.)
AuireOpa 1 Hayaja aHamu3a ' 4 (xopo1mo)
['eomeTpus 4 (xoporo)
Vctopus Poccun 4 (xopo1mo)
Bceobmas ucropus 4 (xopo110)
O61eCTBO3HAHHE ' ¥ 4 (xopomo)
['eorpadus 4 (xopomo)
buonorus 3 (ymosn.)
Ouszuka - 3 (yzmosm.)
Xumust ' 4 (xopo1Io)
CHOBBI IPABOBECHIS gy : 4 (x0po1o)
HITTHACKUH S3BIK 4 (xopoI1o)

: ﬁﬁcbopMaTnKa u UKT 4 (xopomo)
MHdopMallOHHEIE TEXHOJIOTHH 4 (xopomo)
Ouzrgeckas KylbTypa 5 (oTym4HO)
QcHOBEI 6€30IIaCHOCTH XU3HENEATEIEHOCTH 5 (0TIHYHO)

R
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Diploma of Intermediate Vocational
(Professional) Education
Soviet format
(admission based on either completed basic or
secondary education)

O A T T L O L e ey
- AUNTNOM

G OTAN IMEM

2 ¥ N ooa0an

1. Credential name
2. Credential serial number
3. Student’s name

7 4. Enrollment date & the institution attended
5. Program completion date
6. Specialization field .
7. Qualification award date approved by the state qualification commitiee
8. Qualification awarded .
9. Place & date of issue ~
10. Registration number
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Diploma of Intermediate Vocational
(Professional) Education
New format
(same admission standards)

/ POCCUMCKAS GEAEPALIVAS Wy
 Hoborysncesrize
rontegre WA

ANTTIAOM

CBb 2268303

Peuteruem :
FocydapcmBernrort ammecmayioHHOTE KOMUCCULL

or. RGeerored R OOO  ropa

ANTTAOM SABASAETCS
FOCYAAPCTBEHHBIM AOKYMEHTOM

O CPEAHEM HPODECCUOMAAEHOM ” s sz o
TPUCBAMUBAETCS KBAAUOUKALUS @c_fmmguﬂgg _'

OBPAZOBAHMM 5 i

W gomce Gorppd Liplato BOLpsEnn. |

EA3OB$H71 YPOBEHDb b fro CTIeYHUAABHOCTH , HoreecLolbiioe |
g proe 3o caiiue”

Pémcrpaguonﬂmii HOMEP ... {é"(;/

Pink background — non-

o ~university/vocational
AMTAOM SIBASETCSH .

FOCYAAPCTBEHHBIM AOKYMEHTOM & school dlploma

O CPEAHEM HPOGECCHOHAABHOM :

: = :Q};PA;_OBAHMM
TIOBBILIEHHBIA

VPOBEHb

Basic level higher level

[
I ||I "ﬂ- ECUCATIONAL CREDEMTIAL EVALUATORS, INC  WIWW.ECE.ORG




Attachment to the Diploma of Intermediate
Vocational (Professional) Education — new format
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Academic Record
Soviet format
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Academic Record
(higher education)
New format
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Higher Education Diploma
Soviet format
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Higher Education Diploma issued
to foreigners
Soviet format
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Bachelor Diploma
New format

AUTTAOM
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Blue and yellow background — university
level diploma
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Specialist and Master Diploma
same New format
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Diploma Attachment

New format
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Diploma of Incomplete Higher Education
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Diploma of Professional Retraining with
attachment — new format
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Accreditation and Recognition
Historical Overview

* All educational institutions were public during the
Soviet era.

* First private institutions were created in early 1990s.

* Increasing number of new institutions, including
newly-opened small-town branches of larger
universities allowed for higher student enroliment
rates and led to the creation of a new institutional
quality assurance system.

* Current number of institutions:
— State higher education institutions: 676
— Regional higher education institutions: 45
— Private higher education institutions: 578

* During the Soviet era, the Ministry of Education of
the USSR was the main body responsible for
approval of educational establishments and
development of educational curricula. After the fall
of the Soviet Union, a new system of quality
assurance was established — the accreditation
system. National Accreditation Agency, which
carries out the quality assurance responsibilities,
was created in 1995.
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Three Stages of State Approval

Licensing — assessment of the institutional facilities,
teaching staff and resources.

Attestation — assessment of quality of training relative
to the state educational standards.

Accreditation — recognition of institution and its
prescribed list of educational programs; approval for
issuing state-recognized degrees to its graduates.

(State accreditation of higher education institutions was
legally put into practice in 1997.)

Starting in 2000, the three-stage process of
accreditation was consolidated into a single procedure
called “complex assessment”.

Successful completion of the complex assessment
process allows the institution to obtain a license and
certificate of accreditation for the defined period of time
(up to five years).

Diplomas are issued in the uniform state format, on the
official pre-printed paper.

Official documents carry the official seal including the
State Emblem of the Russian Federation.

Accredited institutions may use the benefits provided by
the state Legislation.
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Unrecognized institutions
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recognized institutions issue diplomas in the_ |
standard state format confirming that the diploma is

a AOKYMEHT O BbICLUEM [OCYaapCTBEHHBIM 06pa3oBaHNK
(higher state education document)
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Institutional Seals

Russian
Federation
Crest

no crest, no
ministry
oversight
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Unrecognized institution
diploma
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3ce BY3bl

FmaBHanA | [oCcTEES3 KHUE

CnpaBso4HMK no sy3am Poccum

SNeKTPOHHEA MHBOPMaUWOHHO-CNPABOYHEA CMCTEMA NPEdHa3HaYEHa ANA NOWCKE MHBOPMaLUMK o
BblCWWX yYebHbIX 3aBeneHnAx. MNMoWMCK OCYLWECTEBNAETCA HA OCHOEBE 3anpoca COCTaBMaEMoro
nons3osarensM. Pe3yNeTaToM NOWCKE ABAAETCH CMWCOK BY308, YAOBNETEOPHIOWMX 3anpocy, C
noapofBHol U AocToBEpHOW MHGOPMALUKMER 0 Ka¥aoM W3 BeiBpaHHEIX yUEbHbBIX 33BEOEHMA.

YacTto 3apasaeMble BOonpocCkl

[oe MoMHO Nony4YuTs Beicwee obpasoeadue 8 Poccun?
OT yeroc 3aBMCHT NONYYEHWE AWNACME M OTCDOYKE OT 3DMHUK?

HACTHBIA BY3 - 3TO XYIKE WAM NVYWE, YEM rOCYASDCTEEHHBIR?
Kak He gatb ceba obMaHyTe?

YTo A3eT AKMLEeH3IKA?

Bawe npaso rapaHTMpoOBaHO.

Kak nonano Bvs He HA308YT.

ObwecrteeHHan aKkpeouTauns y4ebHoro 3aseaeHa.

http://abitur.nica.ru/

EDEMTIAL EY

Mouck By3a

|—HE HMEET IHAYEHHA — i |

|—He HMEET 3HAYEHWA — W |3
| |2
| |2
|—HE HMEET IHAYEHWA — W |
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Other Resources

* National Accreditation Agency of the Russian Federation:
— http://www.nica.ru
— http://www.nica.ru/main.en.phtml (English)

* Database of higher education institutions (including
unaccredited), click on “Bce BY3bl”:

— http://abitur.nica.ru/
* Russian Education Portal: http://www.edu.ru (in Russian)

*  Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation:
— http://www.ed.gov.ru/

* Russian ENIC:

— http://www.russianenic.ru/
— http://www.russianenic.ru/english/index.html (in English)

Publications:

* Drewitz, M. Evaluation Tools for Russian Credentials, ECE
Insights series, 2005

* The System of Education in Russia, NORRIC, 2005
(includes subject hours of study at secondary schools)

* Foley, C.J. The Educational System of the Russian
Federation, AACRAO 2008
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Diplomas for Sale!

Fa:

TaKKe Bl MOKETE KYMWTh Y HAC
niobyto nedatk ot 5000p. N MoKYN&A AWM MW ATTECTAT Y HAC Bhl HMHEM HE
- PUCKYETE, TaK Kak OniaTa NpoMssoamTca no hakTy
OupHin B aunnome nubo aTTectate Ha Mony4eHA LOKYMEHTE
LEHY AOKYMEHTAE HE BNAIOAT
[HWTATE BECMBLLE]

KyniTE SMMNoM - 3TO [BEPL B MHD BOSMOMHOCT &

Mei MPEANErEEM KYTIMTE AWMMAOM MK
BTTECTAT TONbKD HA OPHMrMHANBHBIX
BnaHKkax

¥ HAC Bbl MOMETE NpMoDpPECTH Lunnom
«+ JLONOMHATENSHO. .. niofioro y4efidoro sasenequs PO
[nA oKoHYaHWA
WHcTuTyTa
MpHXOAWTECA YYMTHEA 5 NET
NyHwe KynuTE QUNnoM
0 BeiCweM obpazosaHuK

i i WsroTosnenne n npopama aunnomos BY3os Mocksbi, CI6

M Apyrux ropogos Poccun

OO B gy

LUeHbl HA AUNNOMBI U aTTecTaThbl

Bug gokymeHTa Tunorpadgua osHak

AunnomMbl BY30B (€ NpUnoXeHueMm) 8000 py6 18000

cTaporo U Hoeoro o6paa3loe pyo.
KpacHbid Junnom BY3a (c 53000
npunoxeHemM) ctaporo U Hoeoro 11000 py6. oy6
obpasuoB .
OWrnomMbl TEXHUKYMOB 8000 py6 18000
npunoxeHueM), Konneg:xeu 3 py6. . -
MpunoxeHue k Junnomy (npu 5000 py6 10000 BPEMA - IEHBT U
MOKYnKe oTAenbHo) : pyo6.
15000 Ho Bawe Bpema cTouT

AKrafemMn4ecKkan cnpaeka 7500 py6. gopoxe!

pYyo.
ATTECTaThI LLKON 6000 py6. 1;?3 g Y Hac Bbl cMoXeTe BbicTpo U
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Soviet Union Specialist’s Diplomas
(including diplomas issued on the form of former Soviet
Union diplomas 1992-1996)

Compiled by Gunnar Vaht
Estonian ENIC/NARIC

MNovember 2005
System of Serial Numbers

Printed by Mocrkosckas munozpagus Doanara (Moskovskaya tipografiva Goznaka)

1954 — B No. 000000; 1955 — K No. 000000; 1956 — JI No. 000000,

1957 — M No. 000000; 1958 — H No. 000000; 1959 — 0 No. 000000,

1960 — H No. 000000 or P No. 000000; 1961 — C No. 000000; 1962 — T Mo. 000000,
1963 — ¥ No. 000000; 1964 — @ No. 000000; 1965 — X No. 000000,

1966 — I No. 000000; 1967 — Y No. 000000; 1968 — I No. 000000;

1969 — I No. 000000; 1970 — 3 No. 000000; 1971 — KO No. 000000,

1972 — 5 Mo. 000000

1973 — A-1 No. 000000 or A-TT No. 000000
1974 — B-T MNo. 000000

1975 — B-1 MNo. 000000

1976 — I'-I No. 00K or T-11 No. 000000
1977 — J-1 No. 000000

1978 — EB No. 000000

1979 — KB No. 000000 or HB-I No. (000
1980 — 3B No. 000000

1981 — HB No. 000000 or HB-I No. DOO000 Printed by IITID (PPF) Goznaka
1982 — KB No. 000000
1983 — JIB No. 000000 1983 — HB No. 000000

1984 — MB No. 000000 or MB-T No. 000000
1985 — HB No, 000000
1986 — IIB No. 000000 1986 — MB No. 000000
1987 — PR No. 000000
TEB No. 000000 or TB-T No. 000000
1988 — ¥B No. (00000 or ¥B-1 No. 000000
1989 — @B No. 000000 or @B-1 No. 000000
1990 — OB No, 000000
1991 — IR Mo, QO0000

1992 2717

1993 — 277 1993 — 3B No. 000000
1994 — 277

1995 — 277

1996 — 277 1996 — MO No. 000000
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Specialist’'s Diplomas issued to foreigners

JABO No. 000000 — Moskovskaya tipografiva Goznaka 1987, (other years are
possible)

Specialist’s Diploma to the citizens of the socialist countries — members of the
Warszaw Treaty

JH No. 000000 — Goznak 1972 or MT Goznaka 1988; 1993, (other years are
possible)
Specialist’s Diploma issued to the foreign citizen.

Diplomas of retraining

JBII No. 000000 — MT Goznaka 1994,
Re-training diploma (Diplom o perepodgotovke)

Diplomas of Higher Party School and Soviet Construction (not complete list)

BIT No. 000000 — Moskovskaya fipografiva Goznaka 1971; 1979, others
Diploma [of Higher and Higher Party-Political Education] (Diplom [vvsshet partijnoi
shkole])

AT No. 000000 — MT Goznaka 199].
Diploma of Higher Party School atiesting of qualification “Politologist and Teacher of

Social-political subjects™ (Diplom vvsshei partifnoi shkole. Kvalifikacija: Politolog,
Prepodovatel socialno-politicheskih distsiplin)

AB No. 000000 — MT Goznaka 1987,

Diploma attesting of qualification “Specialist in the field of Party and Soviet
Construction” (Diplom — kvalifikacija specialista v oblasti partijnogo i sovetskogo
stroitelsive)

AB No., 000000 — MIT® Goznaka 1988,

Diploma of Academy of Social Sciences at Central Committee of KPSS in speciality
of “Party and Soviet Construction” (Diplom ob okanchanij polnogo kursa Akademii
obshishestvennyh nawk pri CK KPSS po specialnosti “Partifnoje i sovetskoje

stroitelsiva™)

AA No. 000000 — MIId Goznaka 1983,

Diploma of Academy of Social Sciences at Central Committee of KPSS attesting of
higher Party-political education (Diplom ob okanchanij polnogo kursa Akademii
obshtshestvennvh nauk pri CK KPSS i polutshenii vysshego partijno-politicheskogo
obrazovanija)
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Russian academic degrees and transcripts have a number of distinct features that
are relevant to check when evaluating qualifications. As

of June 1996 all authentic Russian degrees and transcripts issued in the state
format are printed on security paper from the Goznak

[["o3nak] state printing mill. Authentic documents have several security features
to prevent forgery, including images only visible in UV

light (see A. and B. below). Scanned and forged color reproductions of
authentic qualifications do not display theses features.

The new qualifications were printed thrice, in 1996, 1997 and 2002. There is at
least one substantial difference between them.

Printed in 1996 (C.)

The date of printing is indicated in the bottom right-hand corner of the degree.
The degree number always starts with a combination of

three characters. The last character is significant:

XXC = unnom Crnenuanucta (Specialist degree)
XXb = lurnom bakanaBpa (Bakalavr degree)
XXM = Jlurmmom Maructpa (Magistr degree)

Printed in 1997

A degree format for foreign students was printed in 1997. An additional page
was added for apostille. All other features are the same as

the in 1996 edition.
Printed in 2002 (D.)

The degree is now loose-leaf, being separated from its cover. The date of
printing appears in the bottom left-hand corner on

reverse page.
The significant character is now in the middle of letter combination:

XCX = qumnom Cnernmanucra (Specialist degree)
XBbX = luninom bakanaBpa (Bakalavr degree)
XMX = Jlumom Maructpa (Magistr degree)

Security features visible when photocopied (E.)

The hidden word KOPIYA [KOIIMA] appears when the original documents
(degree and transcript) are photocopied. This applies

to all documents regardless of year of printing. It may be necessary to adjust the
photocopier for the word KOPIYA to appear on documents printed in
2002, but it should still be there.
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sample fraudulent diploma # 1

IOB X 357821

B 5K
.

all Russian qualifications are awarded according to the approved
standard terminology. This document confirms a qualification of
Stomatologist — Therapist. The standard qualification for dentistry
graduates is Physician - Stomatologist

1B
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sample fraudulent diploma # 2

" Pewennen I
KOMMCECHH _OT ,,/? :
(777

na T/EQT T

1983 — JIB No. 000000 1983 — HB No. 000000
1984 — MB No, 000000 or MB-1 No. 000000
1985 — HB No. 000000
1986 — IIB No. 000000 1986 — MB No. DOO000
1987 — PB No. Q00000

TB No. 000000 or TB-T Mo. 000000
1988 — ¥B No. 000000 or ¥B-1 No. 000000
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sample fraudulent diploma # 3

ety oLy OB 60U

A1
12
:_5’; %
BEL

1973 — A-1 No. 000000 or A-TT No. 000000

1974 — B-T MNo. 000000

1975 — B-1 MNo. 000000

1976 — -1 Mo, 000K or T-I1 No. 000000

1977 — J-1 Mo, 000000

1978 — EB No. 000000

1979 — KB No. 000000 or HB-I No. (000

1980 — 3B No. 000000

1981 — HB No. 000000 or HB-I No. DOO000 Printed by IITIMD (PPF) Goznaka
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sample fraudulent diploma # 4
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