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ong Kong is a small, wealthy
' H colony of about 409 square
miles situated at the mouth
of the Pearl River in South China. It
was ceded to Britain after the Sino-
British War in 1842. Though the im-
mediate cause of the war was British
interest in the opium trade, the war had
in its background cultural conflicts be-
tween East and West: China wished to
remain isolated and self-sustaining,
while the West wanted access for trade.
Since 1842, Hong Kong has remained
an important point of entry to China for
the West and a window to the West for
China,
-, At the time of the British takeover,
- the population was about 5,000 and
_» engaged mainly in farming and fishing.
" - Rapid growth came as a result of bouts

~...., of mass migration from China when-

ever political turmoil or an uprising
occurred.

After the Second World War alarge
number of intellectuals and entrepre-
neurs arrived from China. One of the
constituent colleges of The Chinese Uni-
versity of Hong Kong, the New Asia
College, was established in 1949 by a
group of Confucian intellectuals.

By 1990, the population of Hong
Kong had reached 5.86 million, and
density in the metropolitan area was as
high as 20,300 people per square kilo-
meter. The 1986 Census found that
about 59.4 percent of the population
was born in Hong Kong, with 37.0 per-
cent born in China and 3.6 percent born
elsewhere. Most of the population was
of Chinese origin. The estimated num-
ber of overseas citizens residing in Hong
Kong in 1986 was 168,000, including

about 36,800 Filipinos, 16,000 Brit-
ons, 15,000 Indians, 14,000 Americans,
8,400 Australians, 7,500 Japanese,
5,400 Singaporeans and 1,300 Dutch.

Though immigrants keep arriving
from mainland China and other Asian
countries, Hong Kong is suffering from
brain drain. During the early 1980s,
about 20,000 emigrants left Hong Kong
each year. This figure began to esca-
late after 1984 when the Chinese and
British governments signed a Joint Dec-
laration agreeing to revert sovereignty
back to China in July 1997, It is esti-
mated that 45,000 emigrants left in
1988 and 62,000 in 1990, many of
whom were highly educated. The Gov-
emment has already announced plans
to expand local university enrolments
to replenish this loss.

Hong Kong’s economic growth has
been remarkable. During the Korean
War, the United Nations imposed an
embargo on mainland China which
forced the colony to switch from reli-
ance on trade with China to the devel-
opment of light industries. The manu-
facturing of textiles, plastics and metal
products took off in the 1950s and
thrived in the 1960s. By the end of the
1970s, Hong Kong had become an im-
portant trading and financial center, di-
versifying its industries and adopting
more advanced production technolo-
gies.

The colony is now the fourth larg-
est financial center in the world. The
gross domestic product (GDP) grew by
an average of 6.3 percent each year
from 1965 to 1988. The per capita
GDP reached US$9,220 in 1988 (ver-
sus US$330 in mainland China,

US$3,600 in South Korea, US$12,810
in Britain and US$19,840 in the United
States).

Economic growth has been accom-
panied by an equally remarkable devel-
opment of the educational system. The
proportion of the population aged 15
and older having a secondary education
ormore grew from 26.2 percent in 1961
to 40 percent in 1976 and 56.7 percent
in 1986.

On average, Hong Kong spends
about 17 percent of its annual budget
on education, or 2.6 percent of the GDP.
The estimated expenditure on educa-
tion in fiscal 1991-92 is about 15 per-
cent of the total budget, amounting to
HK$1,558 million in capital expendi-
tures and HK$13,888 million in recur-
rentexpenditures. (HK $=7.8x US$1.)

Although the structure of the edu-
cational system is basically British, the
forces shaping its growth are twofold:
first, the value placed on education in
the Chinese culture expressed as “the
educated person is superior to all oth-
ers,” and second, the British merito-
cratic ideal that builds upon a pyramid
of educational qualifications.

As a colony, Hong Kong is admin-
istered by a government headed by a
governor who is appointed by the Queen
of England and is her representative.
He is advised on the development of
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policy and legislation by the Executive
Council and the Legislative Council.
The members of both councils used

,‘be either ex-officio members or mem-

W-rs appointed by the govermnor. In
1987 the government explored the pos-
sibility of developing a system of rep-
resentative government, and finally de-
cided that the Legislative Council
would be re-constituted in 1991 to in-
clude 18 directly-elected members, 21
indirectly-elected members from func-
tional constituencies, 17 appointed
members and 7 ex-officio members.
Among the 21 indirectly-elected mem-
bers from functional constituencies,
only one is elected from the teaching
profession.

Within the Government, the Secre-
tary for Education and Manpower is
responsible for all educational policies.
The Secretary co-ordinates and gives
policy directions to the Director of Edu-
cation, who heads the Education De-
partment, and the Director of Techni-
cal Education and Industrial Training,

- who heads the Technical Education and
dustrial Training Department.

7 There are also committees with ap-
‘pointed members to advise the govern-

- " ment on educational policies and prac-
~tices at different levels. These are the
“Education Commission (EC), the Board
~  of Education (BOE), the University and

. Polytechnic Grants Committee (UPGC)

7 and the Vocational Training Council

- (VTC). All these bodies serve only in

~ an advisory role without statutory sta-

tus, except for the VTC.,

The Education Commission gives
advice to the Education and Manpower
branch in the government secretariat,
and the Board of Education to the Edu-
cation Department. The UPGC gives
advice directly to the Governor as to
the development and funding of the
universities and polytechnics.

The Education Department is re-
sponsible for the operation of kinder-

Sgarten education to matriculation edu-

&tion (K-13), the training of non-gradu-

ate teachers, adult education and
postsecondary colleges such as the In-

stitute of Language in Education. The

newly-established Curriculum Develop-
ment Council will alsg)\ operate under
the Department. >

The VTC is a statitory body estab-
lished to operate the Technical Insti-
tutes with administrative support from
the Technical Education and Industrial
Training Department. Another inde-
pendent and statutory body concerned
with the educational system is the Hong
Kong Examination Authority. The Au-
thority is responsible for the operation
of all public examinations, including
the local Hong Kong Certificate of Edu-
cation Examination and the overseas
GCE. The Authority creates its own
advisory board to solicit input from their
appointed members.

The formal educational system in
Hong Kong consists of six years of
primary education, three years of junior
secondary education, two years of se-
nior secondary education, two years of
matriculation and three years of univer-
sity education. In order to climb up the
educational ladder, a typical child in
Hong Kong has to pass examinations
and face allocations at various points.
The accompanying flow chart shows
the ladder and the allocation points.

Pre-school education is voluntary

and not free. All kindergartens are
privately-run, charging fees from
US$25 to US$500 per month. In 1990,
there were some 200,000 children en-
rolled in 785 kindergartens. Non-profit
kindergartens are eligible for rent and
rate rebates from the Government, and
needy parents can apply for remission
ranging from 25 to 100 percent of the
weighted average fees charged by non-

profit-making kindergartens.

=N ince 1971, the six years of pri-
mary education have been free

and compulsory for all from age
six. In 1990, there were 524,920 pri-
mary school children enrolled in 686
schools: 50 government, 554 govem-
ment-aided and 82 private.

Children reaching the age of six are
allocated a place in the govemment sec-
tor through the Primary One Admission
Scheme, based on district of residence,
parental choice and random assignment.
Those who choose private schools have
to pay fees, but less than 10 percent of
primary school children do so.

In 1989, 84 percent of primary stu-
dents were enrolled in government-aided
schools, which are financed by the gov-
emment but operated by voluntary agen-
cies or religious groups. In order to
receive funding from the government,
these schools have to observe a Code of
Aid which specifies school equipment
and facilities, teacher qualifications, the
class-teacher ratio, teaching salaries, and
budget distribution. Also, these schools
must surrender most of their places to
the government for central allocation.

All primary schools basically fol-
low the same curriculum suggested by
the Curriculum Development Council
of the Education Department. The cur-
riculum includes Chinese language, En-
glish language, mathematics, general
studies, arts and crafts, music, and physi-
cal education. Schools run by religious
groups may also offer religious studies.
There is no separation of Church and
State in Hong Kong schools.

There is no differentiation between
the academic stream and the vocational
and technical stream at the primary level.
While English usually receives the most
attention in the curriculum, Chinese is
used as the medium of instruction in
nearly all primary schools since it is the
mother-tongue for most children. P>
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n 1978, free and compulsory

I education was extended for

three more years to the third
year of secondary education. Primary
6 leavers are allocated to different sec-
ondary schools through the Secondary
School Places Allocation (SSPA) Sys-
fem. Besides parental choice and dis-
trict of residence, the allocation Sys-
tem also considers the academic
achievement of the child. It divides
children into five groups according to
the results of internal school assess-
ments scaled by a centrally-adminis-
tered Academic Aptitude Test, given
in the second term of primary six.
Children in higher groups have prior-
ity to be assigned to schools of their
first choice. Since secondary schools
are of varying quality, there is pres-
sure for children to do well in primary
schools in order to get into a “good”
secondary school that can help them

Ieve up the educational ladder.

. In 1989 there were 258,258 junior
... -Secondary (S1 and S3) and 145,678
~'senior secondary (S4 and S5) students
“--.enrolled in 431 schools: 40 govem-
- -ment, 310 govemnment-aided and 81

“private. Of the total, 73 percent of
fsecondary students were enrolled in

: government-aided schools.

About 20 percent of students are
allocated to “bought” places in private
schools. In 1978, when the Hong Kong
govermnment decided to extend general
and free education up to S3 level, the
development of government and gov-
emment-aided schools could not catch
up with the rapid increase in demand.
The government therefore had to “buy”
school places from those private
schools which had reached a satisfac-
tory standard to supplement the sup-
ply. These private schools were of
lower quality and some were located
in commercial buildings without even
aplayground. As the development of
government-sector schools accelerated,

- oL
the proportion of “bpught” places de-
creased from about 58percent in 1980
to about 20 percent currently.

At the end of Secondary 3, students
have to take part in the Junior Second-
ary Education Assessment in order to be
allocated to subsidized Secondary 4
places. In 1989, 73.3 percent of the
80,287 Secondary 3 leavers were allo-
cated to S4 places, and 9.3 to craft
courses in technical institutes. The rest
had either to work or to seek a place in
private schools.

Senior Secondary education (S4 and
S5) is not compulsory and is therefore
not free. However, school places in the
government sector are heavily subsidized
and parents only pay a nominal fee. For
those students who seek places in pri-
vate schools because they fail to get a
government allocation or are unwilling
to accept the allocation (e.g. allocation
to craft courses), an average fee of about
US$150 a month is charged.

There are three different types of
secondary schools in terms of their cur-
riculum emphasis: grammar (academic)
schools, technical schools and pre-vo-
cational schools. In 1989, there were 22
technical schools enrolling 5 percent,
and 21 pre-vocational schools enrolling
3.9 percent of secondary students. More
than 91 percent of students were en-
rolled in the 382 grammar schools.

In terms of language of instruction,
however, there have traditionally been
two types of secondary schools: Chi-
nese Middle Schools, where Cantonese
is used as the language of instruction,
and Anglo-Chinese schools, where En-
glish is used.

Until the early 1960s, Chinese
Middle Schools played an important role
in the educational system. Their enroll-
ment was 52 percent of the total second-
ary school enrollment in 1952. Since

the mid-1960s, this percentage has
dropped rapidly: 28 percent in 1968,
18 percent in 1976, and only 8.9 per-
cent in 1989,

Using the language of instruction
as a dividing criterion for secondary
schools is no longer really valid for a
number of reasons: 1. many schools
used to operate both a Chinese section
.| and an Anglo-Chinese section under

the same roof; 2. Chinese Middle
Schools have been dying rapidly, either
closing down or switching to the Anglo-
Chinese mode to appeal to their clients:
3. most so-called Anglo-Chinese
schools do not have teachers who can
teach totally in English, so Chinese is
used as the medium of instruction most
of the time; and 4. some Chinese Middle
Schools hire expatriate English teach-
ers and use English text books to boost
their students’ English capabilities.
With the two types of schools becom-
ing indistinguishable, there is a move-
ment to abolish the labels of “Chinese
Middle” and “Anglo-Chinese.”

Chinese is the mother tongue and
dominant language for daily communi-
cation (e.g. there are 47 daily newspa-
pers written in Chinese and only two in
English) for nearly all people in Hong
Kong, and it should be the more effec-
tive language of instruction. However,
parents strongly prefer English. Many
Chinese Middle Schools had to convert
to Anglo-Chinese or simply close down
for lack of parental support and a short-
age of students.,

Parents send their children to
Anglo-Chinese schools, even though
they fully realize their children will en-
counter difficulty in an alienating learn-

» p. 14
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ing environment where the mother- |

tongue is not used as the language of
instruction. This choice is not totally
irrational. Parents are simply respond-
ing to the reality that English ability in
Hong Kong has always been a tool for
social mobility. Children with better
English ability can get into “better”
schools which will then help them move
up the educational ladder further, and
rgraduates with better English ability will
get higher paying jobs either in the pri-
vate sector or in the government sector.

Even for occupations that do not
require a high level of English ability,
such as police work or the postal ser-
vice, an applicant with a good examina-
tion result in English will have an ad-
vantage in getting employment and a
higher beginning salary.

The curriculum of secondary
schools is strongly influenced by the
syllabuses of the public examinations
for the school-leaving certificate. Gram-

guage, Chinese language, mathematics,

electives.in sciences (biology, chemis-«|

try, physics, etc.)," gle\ctives in social
sciences (history, ?ge;()graphy, econom-
ics, etc.), art, music and physical edu-
cation.

Technical and pre-vocational
schools also provide technical, com-
mercial and practical subjects in addi-
tion to general subjects. As in the case
with primary schools, secondary schools
run by religious groups may offer reli-
gious studies.

At the end of secondary education
(85), all students take the Hong Kong
Certificate of Education Examination
(HKCEE). This is amajor school-leav-
ing certificate, very much like the Brit-
ish Ordinary Level General Certificate
Examination (GCE). Most students ter-
minate their formal schooling and start
to work at this point. In 1989, only
19,132 students, representing about 26
percent of the total Secondary 5 enroll-
ment, proceeded to Secondary 6. An

additional 6,000 Secondary 5 gradu-

3 g\gesg,representing about 8 percent, en-

‘tered full-time technician training
courses in the technical institutes.

Secondary 6, or the matriculation
course, normally lasts two years. At
the end of the course, students take the
Hong Kong Advanced Level Examina-
tion (HKALE). This is another impor-
tant school-leaving certificate equiva-
lent to the British Advanced Level
GCE. The University of Hong Kong
and other tertiary institutes in Hong
Kong select their students mainly based
on the results of the HKALE and the
HKCEE. However, students at this
stage can also sit for overseas examina-
tions, such as the British GCE Ordi-
nary-Level and Advanced-Level Exami-
nations, and the American Scholastic
Aptitude Test and Achievement Tests,
at their own expense. They may leave
in the middle of the matriculation
course for overseas university educa-
tion.

mar schools usually offer English lan-
hree universities, two polytech-
nics, two colleges and one open

T leaming institute offer programs

: of study leading to the award of degrees
» in Hong Kong. These are the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong, The Chinese Uni-
versity of Hong Kong, The Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology,
The Open Institute of Hong Kong, the
Hong Kong Polytechnic, the City Poly-
technic of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong
Baptist College, and Lingnan College,
which has just been admitted into the
UPGC system to become the eighth de-
gree-granting institution.

Among these institutions, the Uni-
versity of Hong Kong and The Chinese
University of Hong Kong have the most
comprehensive programs and the long-
est history of granting degrees officially
recognized in Hong Kong. Competi-
tion for university education is very in-

tense. Until 1986, these two universi-
ties together could provide places for

only about 3.5 percent of the relevant
age group. Even after the recent expan-
sion, less than 10 percent of the age
group can get a place in a degree pro-
gram at one of the six institutions.

The University of Hong Kong is
the oldest degree-granting tertiary in-
stitution in Hong Kong, established in
1911 and modeled after the British
three-year university system. It has
nine faculties enrolling 9,256 students.
In 1990, it admitted only 1,979 first-
year students from 15,676 qualified ap-
plicants who had finished the two-year
matriculation course.

The Chinese University of Hong
Kong was the second university em-
powered to grant degrees by the gov-
ernment. It was inaugurated in 1963 as
a federal university, adopting a credit
unit system with some resemblance to
the American four-year university sys-
tem. It may admit students who have
completed one year of matriculation

education (i.e. 12 years of pre-univer-
sity formal schooling). It has five fac-
ulties enrolling 9,237 students at
present. In 1990, it admitted 1,820
first-year students from 23,000 poten-
tial candidates.

Both institutions have master’s pro-
grams (MA, MSc and MPhil) and PhD
programs in various fields. In 1989,
there were 635 graduate students at the
University of Kong Kong and 496
graduate students at The Chinese Uni-
versity of Hong Kong. The MPhil and
PhD programs are mainly by research
and dissertation with external examin-
ers. Other master’s programs are by
course work and thesis with external
examiners.

The Hong Kong University of Sci-
ence and Technology is a new univer-
sity which admitted its first students in
1991. The two polytechnics used to
offer diploma and certificate courses
for technologist and technician train-



..ing. They converted most of their pro-
,igrams to degree-granting ones as the
.. government expanded university edu-
. cation. Similarly, the Hong Kong Bap-
¢ tist College became fully funded by the
» government in 1983 and started to offer
* degree programs in 1986.

arious groups of children re-

\ /- ceive special attention, includ-

ing the handicapped, the gifted,

children of British expatriates and of
expatriates from other countries.

In 1990 there were 71 government-
aided special schools providing 8,840
places for the blind, the deaf and the
mentally handicapped. Some of these
p epecial schools also provide residential
¢ Jlaces. There are also 6,200 places

prov1ded in ordinary schools for par-
tially handicapped children and those

The Open Leaming Insti-
tute of Hong Kong (OLI), mod-
elled after the British Open Uni-
‘versity, was established as the_|
seventh dcgreq granting insti-
tution in Heng Kong in 1989.
It enrolled about 4,000 students
in 1989, but the dropout rate
was high.

More than 65 percent of
university graduates now work-
ing in Hong Kong received their
degrees from overseas univer-
sities. In 1985, Hong Kong had
some 30,000 students studying
overseas, an average of 5,500
overseas students per million
of population, the second high-
est worldwide. Most of these
overseas students were study-
ing at institutions in the United
States (31 percent), Canada (26
percent), Britain (23.4 percent),
Taiwan (11.3 percent), and
Australia (5.7 percent).

The shortage of university
graduates is further aggravated
by the brain drain. The return
of overseas graduates also can

no longer be counted upon. People
will not return to Hong Kong to work
until they are assured that they can
leave if the situation deteriorates. The
Government plans to double enroll-
ment in tertiary institutions to provide
places for over 18 percent of the age

with learning difficulties. Those
who are gifted in art and sports
have a secondary school sup-
ported by the Jockey Club. There is
also a recent proposal by the Educa-
tion and Manpower Branch of govern-
ment to set up special programs in
ordinary schools for the academically
gifted.

There are eight primary schools,
four secondary schools and one spe-
cial school operated by the English
Schools Foundation especially for chil-
dren of British expatriates in Hong
Kong which receive funding from both
the government and private donations.

group by 1994-95, and it is estimated
that 1,000 more university teachers will
be needed in the next four years to staff
thls expansion.

“ B&cause the supply of university
places falls far short of local demand,
there is no active policy to recruit over-
seas students. However, both the Uni-
versity of Hong Kong and The Chinese
University of Hong Kong have exchange
programs with universities in Britain,
the United States and other English-

-speaking countries, as well as Japan,

and they admit a few overseas students
each year to their graduate programs.

Though university students have to
pay a fee up to about 10 percent of the
recurrent costs, the government provides
grants and loans to needy students. It
was estimated that in 1986, the direct
private cost of university education for
the average student was less than
US$100 a year.

In addition to the eight degree-grant-
ing institutions, other tertiary institu-
tions include four Colleges of Educa-
tion, nine Schools of Nursing and sev-
eral postsecondary colleges such as the
Hang Seng School of Commerce. These
institutions offer diploma and certifi-
cate courses lasting one to four years,
and enrolled about 10,000 full time stu-
dents in 1990. Two, Shue Yan College
and Chu Hai College, offer four-year
programs and award degrees recognized
by the Taiwan Ministry of Education.

There are also privately-run international
schools catering to children of expatri-
ates from various countries. These in-
clude the German Swiss International
School, the Hong Kong Japanese School,
and the Hong Kong International School
for Americans. A Singapore Interna-
tional School is being planned. The
Hong Kong govemment may provide
land and start-up capital for these
schools. These institutions offer pro-
grams of study articulated to the educa-
tion systems of the respective coun-
tries, and may admit local children for
fees of more than US$500 a month. »
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I n 1990 there were 19,254 pri-
mary school teachers and 19,477
secondary school teachers. The aver-
age student/teacher ratio was 27.3 in
primary school and 22.2 in secondary
school. However, this ratio was better
in government sector schools than in
private schools. For example, in sec-
ondary schools in the government sec-
tor, the ratio was 21 students per teacher
as compared to 29 in private schools.
The qualifications and salary sched-
ules for teachers in the government sec-
tor are determined by the government.
Many teachers in private schools have
no pedagogical training, or received
training outside of a Commonwealth
country, which is not recognized. Even

Tin ne of the special characteristics
. () of education in Hong Kong is
the de-emphasis of vocational
and technical education. There is no
differentiation between technical and
academic streams in the primary school
curriculum. In secondary schools, the
_ curriculum does differ for the two
streams, but more than 91 percent of the
age group enrollsin the academic stream.
When technical schools were first
established, they were expected to train
technically-inclined students who
would take this type of education either
as their terminal schooling or as prepa-
ration for technician or technologist
training programs in the polytechnics.
However, these technical secondary
schools turned out to be indistinguish-
able from grammar schools in offering
a matriculation course which was well
articulated for the entrance requirements
to Hong Kong University. Some tech-
nical secondary schools are well-known
for supplying students to the two uni-
versities.

if they have combarai‘ilé qualifications,
they are paid lowersalaries than their
counterparts in the government Sector.
The initial salary of teachers in the
government sector compares well with
salaries of employees in other indus-
tries or professions.

All primary school teachers in the
government sector have to complete
secondary education and receive for-
mal training in one of the Colleges of
Education operated by the Education
Department. They are awarded Cer-
tificate Masters (CMs). CMs can also
teach in junior secondary schools.
However, teachers for senior second-
ary classes and matriculation classes
must have a bachelor's degree in a
specialized field recognized by the gov-

Similarly, the pre-vocational sec-
ondary schools started as three-year jun-
ior secondary schools, training students
either as terminal schooling or as prepa-
ration for craftsman training programs
in the technical institutes. Since 1982,
pre-vocational schools have been run-
ning a five-year cycle (S1-S5) so that
their students can also sit for the
HKCEE, much the same as students
from the academic stream. These
schools now are planning to reduce the
proportion of vocational subjects and
to start matriculation courses in 1992.
1t seems that these schools will offer
vocational and technical studies only
to the point that academic subjects are
not sacrificed, and the option to return
to the main stream is kept open.

The de-emphasis of vocational and
technical education is also reflected in
the enrollment patterns in the eight
Technical Institutes, which are oper-
ated by the Vocational Training Coun-
cil and may be considered as post-sec-
ondary study.

Masters (GMs). Those GMs who have
no teacher training are only ‘“permit-
ted” to teach and are expected to re-
ceive in-service training at one of the
Faculties of Education in the two local
universities.

The Faculties of Education of the
University of Hong Kong and The Chi-
nese University of Hong Kong are re-
sponsible for the training of graduate
teachers (GM) and school administra-
tors. Both institutions offer three kinds
of graduate programs in education: the
Diploma/Certificate of Education for
GMs, which lasts one year full-time or
two years part-time; the Master’s pro-
gram and the Doctoral program in edu-
cation.

These Technical Institutes offerﬁ

three kinds of courses on either a full
time or part-time basis: technician
courses, craft courses and short courses.
Both technician and craft courses are
1-2 years full time or 2-3 years part-
time. The general minimum admis-
sion requirement for technician courses
is graduation from Secondary School
(5) with four subjects at grade E in the
Hong Kong Certificate of Education
Examination. Admission to craft
courses is completion of Secondary
School 3.

The total full-time and part-time
enrollment in technician and craft
courses at all eight Technical Institutes
was 54,955 in 1989. However, full-
time enrollment was only 6,965 in tech-
nician courses and 4,988 in craft
courses.

Technician and craft courses are
offered in a wide range of vocational
and technical disciplines such as tech-
nician courses in food technology, civil
engineering, mechanical engineering

s
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and electrical engineering, or craft
courses in food processing, basic con-
struction, welding, plastic mold-mak-
ing and hair dressing.

Technician courses can lead to a
terminal certificate or to futher educa-
tion opportunities at polytechnics. Most
dents would not choose a terminal
"“Course of technical study until they were
_ already working.

7 Craft courses are usually terminal

study designed to provide basic skills
related to a specific trade or occupa-
tion, and offer an alternative to senior
secondary education. A student hold-
ing a Craft Course certificate also has
the option of taking a bridge course
which might enable him/her to pass the
HKCEE and gain admission to a tech-
nician course.

In 1990, there were 57,500 students
in the craftsman and technician training

programs in these eight technical insti-
tutes. Out of this total enrollment, only
21 percent were studying full-time.

~ Short courses do not lead to any
certificate, and are taken mainly for rec-
reation.

Vocational and technical schools
in Hong Kong are under constant pres-
sure from parents not to operate as a
terminal point on the educational lad-
der. Chinese want their children to
move up the educational ladder as far
as possible. They tend to hold a less
deterministic view on a child’s ability
to do well in school. If a child is not
doing well, they would attribute this to
the child’s lack of effort, not innate
incapability; therefore he/she should not
be doomed to a terminal educational
stream. This belief fits well with the
meritocratic civil service system in
which employment and salaries are de-
termined by educational qualifications
and public examination results. With
this amalgamation of Chinese culture
and the British ideal, the education sys-
tem in Hong Kong has done well as a
means of “sponsored mobility.” Because
of these cultural values, vocational and
technical education does not hold much
appeal for parents and students.
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Please note these corrections on "Perspectives on Education in Mexico," F91

Page [: "...the number of university students increased 800 percent to 1.2 million.” (not 2 million)
Page 16: The grading abbreviation for Muy Bien is "MB", not just "B."
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honorium plus expenses upon acceptance of your work.
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