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WHY SHOULD WE EXPLORE THIS ISSUE?WHY SHOULD WE EXPLORE THIS ISSUE?

• TRANSNATIONAL EDUCATION

• NEW VENTURES IN JOINT DEGREES

CHANGING MODES OF INSTRUCTION (ON LINE AND• CHANGING MODES OF INSTRUCTION (ON-LINE AND 
DISTANCE EDUCATION)

• PROLIFERATION OF ACCREDITATION AUTHORITIES

WHAT IS MEANT BY RECOGNITION?WHAT IS MEANT BY RECOGNITION?

KEY IDEAS AND FUNDAMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS

• Institution has the authority to award degrees/credentials that 
merit “universal” reciprocal recognition by other educational 
institutions with the same type of authority in the same country.

I tit ti hi it b i th h t• Institutions achieve it by going through a process or system 
designed to regulate numerous aspects of higher education.  
The goal of this system or process is to ensure quality in the 
context of higher education degree programs.

• Individual courses in a degree program offered by a recognized 
institution merit transfer of credit or exemption from 
requirements when a student enrolls in a degree program at 
another educational institution in the same country that shares 
the same form of recognition.
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RESOURCES FOR COUNTRY RESOURCES FOR COUNTRY 
SPECIFIC INFORMATION SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

INTERNET RESOURCESINTERNET RESOURCES
MultiMulti--Country InformationCountry Information

Professional Associations:

UNESCO – IAU database (International Association of 
Universities) 
http://www.unesco.org/iau/onlinedatabases/index.html

EURYDICE – Information Network on Education in Europe 
http://www.eurydice.org/ see EURYBASE (Database of 
Education in Europe) 

ENIC Network (European Network of Information Centres) 
www.enic-naric.net

UK NARIC National Agency 
www.naric.org.uk

EURYDICE EURYBASE

eurybase page here 
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ENIC-NARIC

INTERNET RESOURCES INTERNET RESOURCES 
Regional InformationRegional Information

Professional Associations:

AAU (Association of African Universities) www.aau.org/

SEAMEO (Southeast Asian Ministers of Education 
O i i )Organization) 

www.seameoinnotech.org/resources/seameo_country/seameo
_country.asp

OEI (Organización de Estados Iberoamericanos) [Organization 
of Iberoamerican States] 
www.oei.es/oeivirt/recursos_internet_paises.htm

• National ministries of education

Singapore- http://www.moe.gov.sg

• Higher education councils

INTERNET RESOURCES INTERNET RESOURCES 
Country Specific InformationCountry Specific Information

Switzerland- Rector’s Conference of the Swiss Universities-
http://www.crus.ch

• Accrediting agencies/authorities

Cyprus- Council of Educational Evaluation-Accreditation 
(CEEA/SEKAP) 

http://www.highereducation.ac.cy/en/council-educational-evaluation-
accreditation.html
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INTERNET RESOURCESINTERNET RESOURCES
Electronic Newsletters Electronic Newsletters 

ECE Newsletter: www.ece.org

WENR (World Education News & Reviews):
www.wes.org

NAFSA News:  www.nafsa.org

PRINT MATERIALSPRINT MATERIALS

• Institution Profiles

– Recognition status, programs offered, contact info

• Country Profiles

Hi d i l h i– History, context, credentials, changes in 
educational system

• System Overviews

– History, context, credentials, changes in 
educational system
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Key Publications
International Handbook of 
Universities

Palgrave McMillan

An extensive listing of 
recognized universities around g
the world ($700)

also available: 

Guide to Higher Education in 
Africa

Key Publications

World of Learning

Publisher:

Europa Publications 
www.europapublications.co.uk

A comprehensive directory and 
guide to the organizations and 
institutions throughout the 
sphere of higher education and 
learning 

Key Publications

British Qualifications

Publisher: Kogan Page 

Detailed information about 
education in the UK.  Includes 
information on academicinformation on academic 
institutions and professional 
associations

$110
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Key Publications
Commonwealth Universities 
Handbook

Publisher:

Palgrave Mcmillan

Includes information on all 
universities within the 
commonwealth

$375

Key Publications

The New Country 
Index by IERF

www.tenspeedpress.com

Index of theIndex of the 
educational systems 
of 70 countries

Key Publications by ECE

http://www.ece.org – Go to “ For Institutions” and then “Publications” link 
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AACRAO/NAFSA joint 
publications

Available at the AACRAO or 
NAFSA website

ESTABLISHING INSTITUTIONAL ESTABLISHING INSTITUTIONAL 
RECOGNITIONRECOGNITION
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INSTITUTIONAL RECOGNITION:INSTITUTIONAL RECOGNITION:

Examples of Challenging CasesExamples of Challenging Cases

Questions:

•Which organization or ministry is responsible for offering degree-granting 
authority to institutions of higher education in the country of study?

• Does the institution offer degrees or diplomas that are common within the 
system of higher education of the country in which the institution is located?

JOINT DEGREE PROGRAMS

system of higher education of the country in which the institution is located?

• Could a graduate of the institution gain admission to programs of post-
graduate studies offered by other recognized universities in the country?

Example:

New York University, SkopjeNew York University, Skopje
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New York University
Skopje confirms its 
status within Macedonia 
on its website. 

What other questions 
remain?

http://www.nyus.edu.mk

In 2008, New York University Skopje appears on 
the Ministry of Education list of registered higher 
education institutions in Macedonia.
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Question:

• How do we handle the evaluation of credentials issued by 
institutions that operate in a system with multiple recognition 
authorities?

MAKING DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN 
MULTIPLE RECONITION BODIES

authorities?

Example:

AICTE (All India Council for Technical Education) and the 
University Grants Commission of India

Institute for Technology & Management (India)Institute for Technology & Management (India)

AICTE (All India Council for 
Technical Education)

• Responsible for planning, 
coordination and development of 
technical education throughout 
India.

• Sets regulations and standards in 
the system of technical education.

University Grants Commission

• Established in November 1956 as a 
statutory body of the Government 
of India through an Act of 
Parliament for the coordination, 
determination and maintenance of 
standards of university education 
in India. 

• Maintains a list of higher 
educational institutions with• The High Court of Delhi ruled in 

September 2001 that AICTE's 
jurisdiction applies only to technical 
education programs offered by non-
university institutions, and that 
universities can introduce or modify 
technical education programs 
without seeking approval from 
AICTE, although they are obligated 
to conform to the technical 
education standards set by AICTE.

(www.aicte.ernet.in)

educational  institutions with 
official recognition from parliament 
or local governmental bodies.

(www.ugc.ac.in)
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PROGRAM-BASED RECOGNITION

Question:

• How do we handle credit transfer or exemption when certain courses or 
subjects offered by the same institution are a part of both recognized and non-
recognized degree programs?

Example:

West Indies College, Bachelor of Arts in ReligionWest Indies College, Bachelor of Arts in Religion

http://www.ucj.org.jm

http://www.ucj.org.jm
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The BIOL 222 appears in an 
accredited program as well.

WHEN THE TEACHING INSTITUTION IS NOT WHEN THE TEACHING INSTITUTION IS NOT 
THE DEGREETHE DEGREE--AWARDING INSTITUTIONAWARDING INSTITUTION

Questions:Questions:

• Are the programs of study offered by the teaching institution identical to the 
programs offered by the institution that awards the degrees?

• Who is responsible for instruction at both institutions?  Are there shared 
faculty members?

• Which institution administers the examinations?

• What are the opportunities for future study for those who earn credentials 
based on study completed at a teaching institution that does not grant the 
final degree?

WHEN THE TEACHING INSTITUTION IS NOT WHEN THE TEACHING INSTITUTION IS NOT 
THE DEGREETHE DEGREE--AWARDING INSTITUTIONAWARDING INSTITUTION

Example:

“Recognised” and “Listed” Bodies in the United Kingdom“Recognised” and “Listed” Bodies in the United Kingdom

University of Cambridge and collegesUniversity of Cambridge and colleges

University of Westminster and the Westminster International University of Westminster and the Westminster International 
University of TashkentUniversity of Tashkent
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Note the 
differences 
between 
“Recognised”“Recognised” 
and “Listed” 
Bodies.

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/recognisedukdegrees/

http://www.cam.ac.uk/colleges/addresses.html

Elements of the grade report 
are consistent with a UK 
degree program, but the 
institution is located in 
Uzbekistan.

Institution is identified in the stamp as the 
Westminster International University of 
Tashkent located in Uzbekistan.
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Degree is awarded by the 
University of Westminster, 
a Recongised Body within 
the United Kingdom.

Note that the degree bears the 
stamp of the Westminster 
International University of 
Tashkent located in 
Uzbekistan.

The program of study is 
recorded as “UG 
Economics WIUT”.  Why is 
this significant?g

STEPS FOR WORKING WITH CAHLLENGING STEPS FOR WORKING WITH CAHLLENGING 
RECOGNITION ISSUESRECOGNITION ISSUES

WHO TO CONTACTWHO TO CONTACT

• Body or organization responsible for the granting of formal degree-
di th it i tit ti f hi h d tiawarding authority upon institutions of higher education

• The teaching or degree-granting institution

QUESTIONS TO ASKQUESTIONS TO ASK

• Does the teaching institution have the authority to grant degrees 
recognized by other institutions of education in the country?

• Does the teaching institution award credentials that are recognized by 
other educational institutions that have full degree-granting authority? 
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Contact the 
educational 
authority of the 
country to confirm 
status of the 
teaching institution.

Affidavit issued by the 
Ministry of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research 
confirms that the institution is 
recognized to award degrees  
recognized by other 
institutions of higher 
education.

QUESTIONS TO ASK AS YOU DEVELOP QUESTIONS TO ASK AS YOU DEVELOP 
YOUR INSTITUTIONAL POLICY YOUR INSTITUTIONAL POLICY 

• What  forms of equivalent recognition other 
than regional academic accreditation might be 
acceptable to your organization or institution?

• What will be your institution’s approach to the 
evaluation of academic degree programs where 
there has been some type of  transfer of quality 
control from the traditional authority of the 
country of the teaching institution to another 
body, organization or educational institution?
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