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Why are we discussing 
this topic?

 Transnational education
 Joint degrees
 Institutional affiliations
 Modes of instruction, including 

distance, on-line, television, 
correspondence, etc.

 Accreditation organizations
 Quality assurance systems



The Good Old Days …

Institutional recognition was 
based on 

 Approval by the Ministry of 
Education to operate

 Conferral of degree-granting 
authority  

 Governmental recognition to 
operate as a higher education or 
professional institution



What is new under 
the sun?







Universitat Politecnica de 
Catalunya (UPC) & Fundacio 

Politecnica de Catalunya - Spain
Questions Facts

Who is in control of 
the program? 

The University is 
recognized.

Who issues the 
document?

The Fundacio offers 
the program and 
issues the 
documents.

Is the Fundacio a 
division of the 
University? 

Web site provides 
link to Fundacio.

What is the 
significance of the 
wording of the 
degree?

Master is a title for 
an unofficial degree 
program.







Universidad Abierta – 
Mexico & Branch in 

Chicago, USA
Questions Facts

Who issues the 
document?

The Secretary of 
Education in the 
Mexican state 
indicated that the 
recognition only 
pertains to 
institutions in that 
state. 

Who owns the 
institution?

Operations outside of 
the state are not 
authorized.

Under whose 
authority does the 
institution operate?







Management Development 
Institute of Singapore & 

University of Bradford - UK
Questions Facts

Who issued the 
diploma?

Credential is jointly 
issued by the 
University of Bradford 
and MDIS. 

Who is responsible 
for teaching, setting  
and marking 
examinations?

MDIS is not a degree-
granting institution in 
Singapore.

Who is responsible 
for faculty selection 
and supervision?

University of Bradford 
is a recognized 
degree-granting 
institution in UK.







Universidad de Navarra 
– Spain

Questions Facts

Is the program designed 
for foreigners? 

Not a regular national 
degree -more like a titulo 
propio.

Are domestic students 
allowed to enroll in the 
program? 

Institutes de Artes 
Liberales is a unit of the 
university. 

Does the program lead to 
a regular degree? 

Program for foreigners & 
Spanish students. 

Education beyond basic 
native language training. 

University-issued grade 
report - correct format 
and correct terminology.







University of Warwick 
– UK & Kenya

Questions Facts

Who are the faculty? University of 
Warwick is a 
recognized degree-
granting institution in 
the UK.

Who designs 
examinations? 

University of 
Warwick faculty 
teach and examine 
students in Kenya.

Who administers 
examinations?







International University 
– Panama

Questions Facts

How much 
importance do we 
place on claims of 
association?

International 
University of Panama 
is a recognized 
degree-granting 
institution.

Universal University 
is not a recognized 
degree-granting 
institution.



Questions to consider…
Legal Considerations

 Which entity is responsible for 
bestowing degree-granting 
authority in a country?

 Does legislation exist that allows 
degree-granting authority to be 
controlled by an entity outside of 
the country?

 Can a degree-granting institution 
in one country award degrees 
earned in a second country?

 If so, under which 
circumstances?



Quality Control
 Which country is responsible for 

quality control of a degree-
granting institution?

 Which entity is responsible for 
quality control of a degree-
granting institution?

 Can a degree be considered 
recognized even if it is offered at 
an institution that does not have 
degree-granting authority? If so, 
under which circumstances?

 Is the mode of instruction 
significant? Distance, television, 
correspondence, on-line, 
evening, etc.



Credentials
 Is the credential one that is 

authorized to be awarded in the 
country? 

 If the credential is not authorized 
to be awarded in the country, 
what is its legal status in the 
country?

 Can the credential be used for 
employment purposes, but not 
for further education?

 Who issued the document?
 Is the document in the normal 

format of the recognized 
institution?



A sample policy… 
Two requirements for a degree to merit 

recognition as a valid academic 
qualification: 

 The degree-awarding institution must be 
officially recognized as degree-granting 
by the authorities who have jurisdiction 
over tertiary education in the country in 
which the institution operates.

 The degree-granting institution must have 
taught the student who received the 
degree if the degree represents 
completion of a taught degree program. 
Alternatively, the institution must have 
set, administered, and marked (graded) 
the examinations passed by the student if 
the degree represents completion of 
examinations based upon self-study.



Discussion

What must be considered when 
establishing transnational 

programs that are likely to be 
recognized in other countries?
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