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Sources: “Chinese Language Facts” www.languagehelper.org, “Chinese Language” www.wikipedia.org

Fast Facts about Chinese 

● Member of the Sino-Tibetan language family 
● 3000-2800 years old
● Approximately 1 billion people speak Chinese in all 
its varieties!
● Written language uses Han characters: simplified & 
traditional
● Each character is monosyllabic  
● Most words have multiple syllables and so use 
several characters.

http://www.languagehelper.org/
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Development of the Chinese 
Educational System

Soviet Model: 1946-66
- Five year university programs leading to diplomas
- Universities and degrees very specialized 
- University admission based on national examination

Cultural Revolution: 1966-76
- Secondary and tertiary education discontinued
- In early 1970s, some universities reopened, but admission was 
politically-based
- Degrees from this time are not recognized by the Chinese Ministry 
of Education
- The graduating class of 1981 is the first recognized cohort after the 
Cultural Revolution 

“Regularization:” 1977-present
- Government re-established academic admissions standards and 
entrance examinations
- Compulsory Education Law passed in 1986 requiring nine years of 
formal education
- Ministry of Education recognizes degrees issued from 1977 onward 
from recognized schools



4

Educational System of China
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Just a few key characters 
will allow you to read most 

documents

•  一 /二 /三 /四 /五
• 2008年 11月 7日
• 大学
• 毕业
• 学校
• 高中学
•  本科

• 专科
• 学士学位
• 硕士学位
• 博士学位

• Numbers
• Dates
• University
• Graduation
• School 
• Upper Middle School 
• Upper Level (benke)

• Lower Level (zhuanke)

• Bachelor's degree
• Master's degree
• Doctoral degree
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Numbers and Dates
1 一

2 二

3 三

4 四

5 五

6 六

7 七

8 八

9 九

10 十

11 十一

20 二十

21 二十一

year 年

month 月

day 日

born 生

Ex: Date of birth

1961 December 6 born
一九六一年十二月六日生

Excerpted from ECE Presents: A Guide to Evaluating Credentials from China 
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Practice Reading Numbers

7
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Practice Reading Numbers

1971
1989

1994

1989 1994

7

8
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Reading School Seals

1) Place name; 2) Area of Study; 3)Type of Institution
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file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Efeedar/Local%20Settings/Temp/Desktop/1160_0002.JPG

Secondary Graduation Certificate

 四 = 4

中学 = middle school

“graduation certificate”

“upper 
middle”
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1. graduated/graduation
2. upper middle
3. middle school
4. Determine the years of enrollment

Using the glossary, determine if this is a lower or upper 
secondary school diploma. Find the following words:
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1. graduated/graduation
2. upper middle
3. middle school
4. Determine the years of enrollment

Using the glossary, determine if this is a lower or upper 
secondary school diploma. Find the following words:

 1997  2001
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Postsecondary Degree Formats by
Time Period

13
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Bachelor's Degree
(1992-1997 format)

“Bachelor's degree certificate” area of study: 
“medicine”

              “upper level (benke)”

“year”

“specialty”
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Bachelor's Degree
(1992-1997 format)

Focus on the hand-written characters (or those in a 
different font) to quickly find information specific to the 
student.
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Master's Degree
(2006)

16
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Doctoral Degree
(new 2008 format)
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New 2008 Degree Format

1. The booklet is replaced by an A4-size single page. 
2. The certificates no longer provide information on place of birth and duration of study. 
3. All certificates feature the Chinese national emblem and a colour photo of the degree holder. 
4. The doctor’s degree is pink, the master’s degree light blue, and the bachelor’s degree light green. 
5. Three types of bachelor’s degrees are identified at the bottom of the certificate: “regular higher education”, “adult 

higher education” and “international student in China”. 
6. Professional degrees (bachelor, master and doctor) are identified by the wording “Professional degree 

certificate” at the bottom of the certificate. 
7. All certificates have multiple security features. 
8. Each certificate is assigned a unique 16-digit certificate number: First 5 digits: issuing body; 6th digit: degree 

level (doctor: 2, master: 3, bachelor: 4) 7th to 10th digits: year 
Last 6 digits: degree recipient’s sequential number at the degree-awarding institution 

9. The 16-digit number is preceded by T for those who obtained their graduate degrees (usually master’s) through 
an alternative route (“comparable educational competence”) rather than regular fulltime study. The 16-digit 
number is preceded by Z for professional degrees. 

Excerpt from “New Degree Certificate Format, People's Republic of China” presentation by Haichen Sun, IQAS
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Graduation Certificate (benke)
Standard Format 2004

“upper level” - benke
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Graduation Certificate (zhuanke)

Lower level - 
zhuanke



21

Adult Self-Study Examinations
(2002)

“graduation certificate”                          “self-study examination”

● Two seals: one for the self-study higher education committee  
                     one for the examining institution  

“upper level”
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Combined degree & graduation 
certificate (1985-1991)

“graduation certificate” -               “bachelor's degree”
note last two characters
are different
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Grade Report
“transcript”
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file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Efeedar/Local%20Settings/Temp/notes6030C8/closeup.JPG

Transcript Close-Up

“semester/term”

“grade”

“credit”
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China grading scale
(most common) – can be used when transcript does not supply scale

优 / 优秀 90-100 A
良 /良好 80-89 B
中 /中等 70-79 C
及格 60-69 D
不及格 0-59 F

 及 / 及格 pass  
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Case Study

Using the glossary items in this handout and the 
following translation, find and circle all instances 
of the following words on the document:

1. female

1. upper/higher

1. middle school

1. year

1. month

1. graduation diploma/certificate
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Glossary

Excerpted from “Country Education Profile, People's Republic of China” by Haichen Sun



29
Excerpted from “Country Education Profile, People's Republic of China” by Haichen Sun
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Excerpted from “Country Education Profile, People's Republic of China” by Haichen Sun
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Excerpted from “Country Education Profile, People's Republic of China” by Haichen Sun
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Resources

● ECE Presents: A Guide to Evaluating Educational Credentials from China, 1992.

● NAFSA: A Guide to Evaluational Systems Around the World, 1999.

● 2000 AACRAO Pier Report: The People's Republic of China

●1992 AACRAO PIER Report: Postsecondary Institutions of the People's Republic of 

China

● International Education Research Foundation: The New Country Index, 2004.

● China Education Association for International Exchange: Chinese Universities and 

Colleges, 4th ed, 2004.

● People's Republic of China Ministry of Education website www.moe.edu.cn/english

● China Education and Research Network http://www.edu.cn/english_1369/index.shtml

● Country Education Profiles (former NOOSR series) now on-line                                 

https://aei.dest.gov.au/AEI/CEP/Default.htm 

http://www.moe.edu.cn/english
http://www.edu.cn/english_1369/index.shtml
https://aei.dest.gov.au/AEI/CEP/Default.htm
https://aei.dest.gov.au/AEI/CEP/Default.htm
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Thank you!

This presentation is available online at

www.ece.org/presentations
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