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Fast Facts about Chinese

* Member of the Sino-Tibetan language family
« 3000-2800 years old

» Approximately 1 billion people speak Chinese in all
its varieties!

» Written language uses Han characters: simplified &
traditional

e Each character is monosyllabic

* Most words have multiple syllables and so use
several characters.

es: “Chinese Language Facts” www.languagehelper.org, “Chinese Language” www.wikipe:
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Development of the Chinese
Educational System

Soviet Model: 1946-66
- Five year university programs leading to diplomas

- Universities and degrees very specialized
- University admission based on national examination

Cultural Revolution: 1966-76
- Secondary and tertiary education discontinued

- In early 1970s, some universities reopened, but admission was
politically-based

- Degrees from this time are not recognized by the Chinese Ministry
of Education

- The graduating class of 1981 is the first recognized cohort after the
Cultural Revolution

“Regularization:” 1977-present

- Government re-established academic admissions standards and
entrance examinations

- Compulsory Education Law passed in 1986 requiring nine years of
formal education

- Ministry of Education recognizes degrees issued from 1977 onward
from recognized schools
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Educational System of China
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Short-Cycle Vocational College
Tertiary Vocational Technical School
Skilled Workers School

Vacational Lower Middle School

E®EHEE

TV Universities, Spare-Time Universities, Colleges of Education,
Cadre Management Colleges, Peasant Universities, etc. (two to six years in length)

Self-Study Programs (can exceed six years in length)

S

Adult Secondary Schools, Adult Secondary Specialized Schools
(full or part time) . 4
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Just a few key characters
will allow you to read most
documents

« — | /=11 3FNumbers
. 20084 11 H 7 H Dates

+ RE » University

« BNV » Graduation

o 22K} e School

« HHE « Upper Middle School
. AF * Upper Level (penke)
. TR  Lower Level (zhuanke)
. Zonpy « Bachelor's degree
. [ L2207 * Master's degree
L * Doctoral degree
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Numbers and Dates

1 .

2 E year i

S = month A

4 Ju

5 1 day =

6 TaN born +

V4 +

8 V' Ex: Date of birth

9

10 + 1961 December 6 born
11 +— —Ju~N—FF+_H/NAAE
20 —+

21 —+—

Excerpted from ECE Presents: A Guide to Evaluating Credentials from China
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Practice Reading Numbers
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NORTHEAST INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

HENAN TEACHERS’ UNIVERSITY I

SHANGHAI TEXTILE INDUSTRIAL SPECIALIZED SCHOOL

TIANJIN ASSOCIATION SPARE TIME UNIVERSITY

1) Place name; 2) Area of Study; 3)Type of Institution
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Secondary Graduation Certificate

“‘upper
middle”

2= middle school

10
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Using the glossary, determine if this is a lower or upper
secondary school diploma. Find the following words:

1. graduated/graduation

2. upper middle

3. middle school

4. Determine the years of enroliment

11
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1. graduated/graduatio

2. upper middle
3. middle school
4. Determine the years of enroliment
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Postsecondary Degree Formats by
Time Period

College Diploma (Graduation Certificate) and Degree Documentation

National logo — five stars surrounded by a wreath with curtains, appears inside on Master’'s and
doctoral degrees but only since 1992 on Bachelor's degrees.

Bachelor’s degree book — red cover, since 1998 — green cover
Master’'s degree book — blue cover, since 1998 — navy blue cover
Doctoral degree book — navy blue cover, since 1998 — burgundy cover

1981
First 4-year degree university graduates from 1977 intake. Usually a diploma was issued, sometimes both
a degree and a graduation certificate were issued. Photographs were on the graduation certificates.

1982-84

Degrees and graduation certificates were issued as separate documents. Photographs were on the
graduation certificates, but not the degrees. The format for the graduation certificate was not formalized
nationally, but it was for the degree. The degree had the national logo only on the cover of the book.

1985-91
Degrees and graduation certificates were combined into one document. The format was not formaiized

nationally. Photographs were on the document.

1992-93

Degrees and graduation certificates were issued as separate documents. Photographs were on the
graduation certificates, but not on the degrees. The format for the graduation certificate was not
formalized nationally, but it was for the degree. The national logo appeared on the cover of the degree
and inside (on the left). This degree format existed till 1997.

1994-95 (Regular degree programs)

Degrees and graduation certificates were issued as separate documents. Photographs were on the
graduation certificates, but not the degrees. The formats for the graduation certificates and the degrees
were formalized nationally. The graduation certificates have a border with “P” surrounded by a “G” in the
upper left hand corner. The degrees continued to be issued in the 1992 format.

1996-97 (Regular degree programs)

Degrees and graduation certificates were issued as separate documents. Photographs were on the
graduation certificates, but not the degrees. The formats for the graduation certificates and the degrees
were formalized nationally (graduation certificates changed since 1994-95). The degrees continued to be

issued in the 1992 format).

1998 (Regular degree programs)

Degrees and graduation certificates were issued as separate documents. Photographs were on the
graduation certificates AND (new!) the degrees. The formats for the graduation certificates and the
degrees were formalized nationally (graduation certificates changed since 1996-97).

1999-2001 (Regular degree programs)

Degrees and graduation certificates were issued as separate documents. Photographs were on the
graduation certificates AND the degrees. The formats for the graduation certificates and the degrees were
formalized nationally (graduation certificates changed since 1998).

1993-98, and 1999-01 (Adult Higher Education programs)
Graduation certificates were standardized: one format was used 1993-98, and changed in 1999. 13

ECUCATIONAL CREDENTIAL EVALUATORS, INC  WWW.ECE.ORG




Bachelor's Degree
(1992-1997 format)

“year”
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Bachelor's degree certificate”  area of study:
“medicine”

“upper level (benke)” ) .
specialty
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Bachelor's Degree
(1992-1997 format)
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Focus on the hand-written characters (or those in a
different font) to quickly find information specific to the

student.
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Master's Degree

15)
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Xiaofeng Zheng, native of Benxi, Liaoning province, born on April 21“, 1980,
majoring in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, having passed all the examinations
for the Master's Degree and succeeded in defending the master dissertation, is now
awarded the Master's Degree on Science, in accordance with Degree Regulations of

the People's Republic of China.

President of Nanjing University: Jun Chen
Chairman of the Degree-Accessing Committee: Shusheng Jiang
_ 16
Serial No.: 1028432006300047
Date of Issue: June 12, 2006



Doctoral Degree
(new 2008 format)
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The certmcates no longer provrde informatio
‘All certificates feature the Chinese national e
The doctor’s degree is plnk the master’s degr
Three types of bachelor’s degrees are identified"

- higher education” and “internatig aI stu ent m.Q '-.- —
Professronal degrees (bachel ardf
certrﬂr“"’ ~**==bottom of th rtlf

AII cert| e multlple security features

Each © ) assr%ed 4 fiRigde 16-didit cé"tlﬁbie; ndﬁnbenﬁ%&@b&s. )
: Ieve!-(doctor 2, master 3 bachelor 4) 7t to 10th digits: year :
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.,.‘,
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EDUCATIOMAL CREDENTIAL EVALUATORS,

IMC
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Graduation Certificate (benke)
Standard Format 2004
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# 16 M 4k . http://www.chsi.com.cn oA AR e B A H S 4 A

“‘upper level” - benke
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Graduation Certificate (zhuanke)

Zhuanke 1998
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Adult Self-Study Examinations
(2002)

010804 01739
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“‘upper level”

“graduation certificate” “self-study examination”

* Two seals: one for the self-study higher education committee
one for the examining institution

21

ECUCATIONAL CREDENTIAL EVALUATORS, INC  WWW.ECE.ORG




% Combined degree & graduation
certificate (1985-1991)
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“graduation certificate” - “bachelor's degree”
note last two characters
are different
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Grade Report

“transcript” -
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Transcript Close-Up

Q <« “semester/term”

O < “grade”

“credit”
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Nanjing University Transcript of Academic Records

Sept.1999-July2000(Ist year) Sept.2001-July2002(3rd year)
Subject of Course Fall Term Spring Term Subject of Course Fall Term Spring Term
Credit Grade | Credit Grade Credit Grade | Credit Grade
Programming and Experiments 6 76 & Marxist Political Economics 2 85
Experiments in College Physics 2 848 2 90 33| Genetics 3 883
Introduction to Law 2 828 Experiments in Genetics 1 924
College Mathematics 5 8313 4 87 (3 | Cell Biology 3 80 3
Biology 6 80> Experiments in Cell Biology 1 2 p
Physical Education 1 86 (3 1 74 C | Biochemistry 5 88 17 5 81 5
College English Band 2 4 79C Expefiments in Biochemistry 3 90
Cultivation of Ideological Morality 2 LA *Biostatistics 4 91 P
Principles of Marxist Philosophy 3 80 B, | *Experiments of Physiology 1 95 A
College Physics 4 89 4 | *Western Architectural Arts 2 82 |
Chemistry Principles(Physical Chemistry.Inorg- 4 87 @ | *Histery and Appreciation of European Music App- 2 8 p
anic & Analytical Chemistry) reciation
Experiments in Inorganic & Analytical Chemist- 2 85 (3 | DengXiaoping Theory 3 84 5
Iy Molecular Biology 4 87 K
Military Theory 1 67D | Expefiments in Molecular Biology 2 88 17
Teaching of Situation and Policy 1 P Microbiology and Experiments 4 89 ¢
English 4 84 % | *Confucianism,Taocism and Buddhism and Chinese 2 85 I3
English Band 1 4 90 24 | Traditional Cultur
*Coach in Career Psychology > 2 88F
*application of Language & Word 2 718
Sept.2000-July2001(2nd year) Sept.2002-July2003(4th year)
Subject of Course Fall Term Spring Term Subject of Course Fall Term Spring Term
Credit Grade | Credit Grade Credit Grade | Credit Grade
College Mathematics 4 91A. *History of Chinese Foreign Relations 2 85 ¢
Physical Education 1 858. 1 813 | Graduation Thesis 6 89 5
College English Band 4 4 838 *Religion and Culture 2 8 R
Organic Chemistry 5 808"
Experiments in Organic Chemistry 2 aqBH
Chemistry Principles{Physical Chemistry, inorg- 4 858"
anic & Analytical Chemistry)
College Physics 4 86 B
*Culture of Place Names < 708,
Introduction to Mao Zedong Thought 3 876
Ecology 3 o7 &
Principle of Spectroscopy 4 95 1
Physical Chemistry Experiments 2 90 A
C Programming Language 4 80 B
Basic Biological Technology 3 20

Signature
Note 1:Two grading systems are used in University:most courses are graded
A(S80-100).B(80-88).C(70-79),D(60-68).F(58 or less)a few
non-major courses are graded P(Pass) or F(Failure). . ;Z %
Note 2:Each term in the University runs for 20-22 weeks. g Dean of Studies ~

Note 3:The ™' is added before elective courses. Date:

L

China grading scale
(most common) — can be used when transcript does not supply scale

0103 90-100 A
B B4 80-89 B
SR S 70-79 C
Kot 6069 D
AR F 0-59 F
Ko | ek pass 25
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Case Study

Using the glossary items in this handout and the
following translation, find and circle all instances
of the following words on the document:

female
upper/higher
middle school
year

month

graduation diploma/certificate

26
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Senior Middle School of Changsha City
Graduation Diploma

Changsha Education Agency

Students Number: 99010105163
Certification Number: 200202592

Xiaoqing Lin, female, born on July 25" 1984, was enrolled in the Senior

iddle Department of Ya Li High School of Changsha City, Hunan

Province (3-years course) from September 1%, 1999 to June, 2002.She

passed the school evaluation and graduation exams, and was graduated on

June 30™, 2002 at Senior Middle School. 27
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(ilaccarv
! Table 38. 19 Major Educational Credentials
1
| Chinese English
|| B AT Certificate of Graduation from Senior Secondary School
& EEVES Certificate of Graduation from Specialized Senior Secondary School
: BN 2 ch EepiE 35 Certificate of Graduation from Vocational Senior Secondary School
HeRs EebiEH Certificate of Graduation from Technical Workers School
ERLEENET Zhuanke Certificate of Graduation
(I3 B 22 ) (Regular Higher Education)
B RN n="" Zhuanke Certificate of Graduation
! (A FEHE) (Adult Higher Education)
ERLENHTES Zhuanke Certificate of Graduation
(BEHE HEER) (Self-Study Examinations)
B EREGER Zhuanke Certificate of Graduation in Second Specialty
(AR (Adult Higher Education)
ZAREEE R Benke Certificate of Graduation
(5 5 22K (Regular Higher Education)
AR EEPITE Benke Certificate of Graduation
(BRAESHE) (Adult Higher Education)
AR EAVIE S Benke Certificate of Graduation
(LT B2%R) (Self-Study Examinations)
L FF A EeNFAE$S Benke Certificate of Graduation through Upgrading Program
(A EEHE) (Adult Higher Education)
e = VAT Bachelor’s Degree
(B R ) (Regular Higher Education)
FEFEMUEE Bachelor’s Degree
(RABEEE) (Adult Higher Education)
FEEAHER Bachelor’s Degree
(FEHE 52 %) (Self-Study Examinations)
i HHF 97 A EENV A Certificate of Graduation from Master's Program
b o= AT Master’s Degree
- A BRlE R Certificate of Graduation from Doctoral Program
B2 MEP Doctor’s Degree

Excerpted from “Country Education Profile, People's Republic of China” by Haichen Sun

1B
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Table 44. Glossary of Educational Terms

Category

Chinese English
& kb academic affairs office/teaching
administration section
LT EERS Academic Degrees Assessment Committee

HEREMLSMREHFTRETL

China Academic Degrees & Graduate
Education Development Centre

HER education bureau [municipal or county
level]
A —— HEERLSIHE education committee [municipal level]
HEIT education department [provincial level]
EEHTEXERERS Higher Education Self-Study Examinations
Committee

HE Ministry of Education

stk A\ RItAE People’s Republic of China

Fr A A R E 25 A 4415 | Regulations on Academic Degrees of the
People’s Republic of China

R 4% oz State Council [the central government]

224y academic credit

227 academic degree

2o academic year

pas arts and humanities subjects

A benke [“undergraduate course”]

credential FHEgmE certificate number

VAR certificate of completion

BB\ AF ey AR certificate of graduation

BAiFR certificate of incompletion/certificate of
attendance

20piF4 certificate of study

X5E chairman

29
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Chinese

Category English
2 class hours
[Bl&E2% comparable educational competence
R R R curriculum
VREE course
HiAEBHH date of birth

credential ek E.EEJ date of graduation

FAE H A date of issuance
AT degree certificate: bachelor
B2 AER degree certificate: doctor
e == (VAT o = degree certificate: master
# department
2E1H educational qualification
Wt graduate student/graduate study
HET ML graduation approved
=N graduation examination
BT BEER higher edlication self-study examinations
BRAREHT higher education: adult
e B E R higher education: regular
E\/EE major/specialty
W A RS HE T master’s coursework training class
e T Ra L F ki [non-qualification program]

2 HERABREERANEZRIRAETE

National Adult College Entrance Examina-
tion

4 E T B A\ S R National College Entrance Examination
B president

B president/principal

o4y program length

E=#2 program type: correspondence

iy = program type: evening class

Page 21 Admissions wRAP Up- November 2005

30

Excerpted from “Country Education Profile, People's Republic of China” by Haichen Sun
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1

¢ | Category Chinese English
== program type: full-time

? i 7 program type: full-time (adult)
e fjih 7o - | program type: half-time (adult)
Ak /HE4 H 4l program type: part-time

credential mE science subjects
25 semester/term
FEIE IR G S R St 8 R &k 2/ | transcript
SR Y
ik
5] zhuanke [“diploma course”)
R’ Agriculture
jt*‘aé Arts
BEF Economics
HE¥ Education
L Technology [often translated as
£ Engineering] /
s History
degree name
wE Law
EHE Management
¥ Medicine
FEHE Military Science
"% Philosophy
i Science
WHRFE A/excellent
R/RGF B/good
grading: five-level
F /R Ak C/fair/average
Kk D/pass
AR F/fail
LS S e

[ O ST R TR R L e o S L S
Page 22 Admissions wRAP Up - November 2005

1
Excerpted from “Country Education Profile, People's Republic of China” by Haichen %‘un
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Resources

. ;’he People’s
4 ociatio! I e H .
ecpublic of China
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aer Education U

e
seiofs,
.

» ECE Presents: A Guide to Evaluating Educational Credentials from China, 1992.
* NAFSA: A Guide to Evaluational Systems Around the World, 1999.
« 2000 AACRAO Pier Report: The People's Republic of China

*1992 AACRAO PIER Report: Postsecondary Institutions of the People's Republic of
China

* International Education Research Foundation: The New Country Index, 2004.

« China Education Association for International Exchange: Chinese Universities and
Colleges, 4" ed, 2004.

» People's Republic of China Ministry of Education website www.moe.edu.cn/english
» China Education and Research Network http://www.edu.cn/english_1369/index.shtml

» Country Education Profiles (former NOOSR series) now on-line
https://aei.dest.gov.au/AEI/CEP/Default.htm

32
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http://www.moe.edu.cn/english
http://www.edu.cn/english_1369/index.shtml
https://aei.dest.gov.au/AEI/CEP/Default.htm
https://aei.dest.gov.au/AEI/CEP/Default.htm

Thank you!

This presentation is available online at

www.ece.org/presentations
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