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• Speakers, Format, Content
• Handout -

http://www.ece.org/main/content=prese
ntations&SubSite=2&LeftNav=1 --
includes institutional listings, country 
fact sheets, alphabets, educational 
ladders, web resources, & copies of the 
powerpoint presentation slides



Session Content

Accreditation Reform
Bologna Process Progress
Advising Offices
Recruitment Trends



Armenia Resources

The Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Armenia
http://www.edu.am [Armenian]

The official site of the President of the Republic of Armenia
http://www.president.am [Armenian,Russian,English]

National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia
http://www.parliamnent.am

Armenia in the World Higher Education Database:
http://www.unesco.org/iau/onlinedatabases/systems_data/am.rtf

Armenian embassy, detailed description of the educational system
http://www.armeniaemb.org/DiscoverArmenia/armedu.htm

Tempus website in Armenia
http: www.tempus.am



Azerbaijan Resources

Euroeducation database:
http://www.euroeducation.net/prof/azerco.htm

Ministry of Education:
http://www.edu.gov.az/

ENIC-NARIC network:
http://www.enic-naric.net/index.aspx?c=Azerbaijan

Bologna Report 2005:
http://www.bologna-

bergen2005.no/EN/national_impl/New/041130_Az
erbaijan.pdf



Georgia Resources

• National Accreditation Center:
--http://www.nea.ge

• Ministry of Education and Sciences: 
-- http://www.mes.gov.ge

• Ministry of Education, reform link:
– http://www.reform.edu.ge/?sec_id=100&lang_id=ENG

• Situational Analysis of the Higher Education System of Georgia 
– http://www.eppm.org.ge/pdf/sitanalysis_Georgia.pdf

• Euroeducation database: 
– http://www.euroeducation.net/prof/goergco.htm



New Resource: 
From Reykjavik to Vladivostok: Student 
Advising Trends from EducationUSA

• http://exchanges.state.gov/education/educationusa/eur-trend-
reports/trend_report_overview.pdf

• Individual Country Profiles – Eurasia:

ARMENIA
AZERBAIJAN
BELARUS
GEORGIA
MOLDOVA
RUSSIA
UKRAINE

• To support EducationUSA and purchase a hard copy of the full 
report from IIE ($25) contact reac-europe@iie.org.



Armenia, education at a glance

• Language of Instruction: Armenian, Russian
• Secondary Education is compulsory 

Senior Secondary Education = grade 11
• Required for admission to higher educational 

institutions: 
Attestat = grade 11, plus entrance exams



Armenian Tertiary System

• Legacy:  Former Soviet Model
– Specialist Diploma

• New: Bologna-compliant (2-tier)
– Bachelor (Bakalavri kochum), 4 years 
– Master (Magistrosi kochum), 2 years

• Both systems (post-graduate):
– Candidate of Sciences (aspirantura) 
– Doctor of Sciences



Higher Education Issues

• Constraints: last decree on education 
1999

• Legislation not sufficient to meet the 
needs of a modern education society

• HE stale management
• Lack of new teaching methods and IT
• Insufficient state financing
• Need to improve integration of 

educational system as a whole



Accreditation Reform
•2000: State order of accreditation

•2002 License & Accreditation Service
•Accreditation is granted (or 
not) after 5 years of operation 
and in accordance with state 
educational standards
•Many non-state HE-institutions 
are just licensed



Reforms & Bologna 
Process

• Armenia Signatory country 2005
• MOES created 5 Bologna groups:

– Three-level system
– ECTS
– QA
– Mobility
– Finance



Reforms, continued

• Law on Higher & Postgraduate 
Education, 2004; some activities:
– Creation of 5 Bologna groups
– Promoting Armenian involvement in 

European arena
– Develop student scholarship system
– Create links between HE sector & labor 

market
– Improve HE efficiency 



Reforms, continued

• State Action Plan: Pilot phase of system 
of credits beginning 2007.

• Quality Assurance Framework is in 
discussions and development

• National Development Program for 
Education for 2008-2015 main strategic 
plan for educational developments & 
improvements



Trends in International 
Education Exchange

• Student Mobility to USA  + 4.7%
• Community colleges market
• Bologna process; slow but sure
• Fields of study interest
• Common sports: soccer & wrestling



Higher Education Diploma

3 languages
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Education in the South Caucasus Region 
( Azerbaijan )

Area:  86,600 sq km
(33,400 sq miles)

Population: 8,4 million

Capital: Baku: 3 million

NAFSA 60th Annual Conference Washington, DC, May 25 – May 30, 2008

Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org
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Legislative Efforts on Education

1992 The first Education Law was adopted 
by the Parliament of the sovereign RA.

The major progressive steps: 
- Decentralization of education management;  
- Provisions allowing for education programs  

to be offered by the private sector. 

1992 The State Students Admission Commission    
(SSAC) was founded

Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org
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Presidential Efforts on Education 

1995 Decree that clarified the role and        
authority of Ministry of Education

1998 Decree on a Program of Education Reform:     
State Reform Commission (SRC) was established.

2000 Decree on the Improvement of the Education  
System: The Education Problems Institute (EPI) 
was established.

2001 Education Sector Reform Program (ESRP)

Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org
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17 June, 2005
Azerbaijan joined to the Bologna Process: 

• Adopted a HE system essentially based on two 
main cycles, undergraduate and graduate;

• Established a system of educational credits;
• Special Commission in the Ministry of 

Education was authorized for officially 
recognizing diplomas obtained abroad;

• Promotion of mobility by overcoming obstacles 
to free movement for students, teachers,  researchers  
and administrative staff.

Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org

Joining to the Bologna ProcessJoining to the Bologna Process
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New Legislative Efforts on Education

Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org

Officially joining to the Bologna Process in            
Bergen was decisive incitement  for the Ministry       
of Education to summarize the preparing process              
of the project of new Education Law of RA

27 December 2007                                      
The project of Education Law that embraced the 
main principals and demands of the Bologna 
Process was adopted for the first reading by the 
Parliament of RA.
The adopting process of the new Education Law 
should be completed within June 2008.
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Overview of Public Education

Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org

According to the Project of the new Education Law of RA:

• The main decision-making body in education policy is the 
President’s Office, which operates in consultation with 
Ministry of Education, SSAC and the Cabinet of Ministers;

• Ministry of Education has primary responsibility for the 
implementation of education policies. 

Important  note: In the new Law there is a step back on the 
education management - management is excessively 
centralized and should involve broader consultation with a 
variety of education stakeholders.
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The Stages of Education in Azerbaijan

Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org

• Preschool Education (kindergarten);
• General School Education: 

- Elementary  education – 4 years (1st – 4th grades)
- Basic general education – 5 years (5th – 9th grades)     
- Secondary General Education 2 years (10th – 11th grades) 

• Elementary Professional Education – 2, 3 years
• General Professional Education – 2, 3 years
• Higher Education:

- Bakalavriat – 4 years 
- Magistratura – 2 years
- Doctorantura – 3 years 
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Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org

The State Student Admission Commission (SSAC)

•The SSAC is a direct subordinate to the President of the RA
• The SSAC is responsible for testing students applying for   
admission to (public, private, and military) higher education  
institutions and 2-3 years colleges (technikums)

• The broad purpose of the SSAC is to advance quality and 
help ensure equity in education by providing fair and valid 
assessments.

• SSAC provides internet based services:
- online registration of applications (from this year)
- conducts online pretest exams
- publishes educational digital manuals and magazines 
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Institution Types and Grading System

Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org

Types of Higher   
Education Institutions

• University
• Academy
• Institute
• College
• Conservatory

Full description (1 – 5)

• 5 – excellent
• 4 – good
• 3 – pass  
• 2 – unsatisfactory
• 1 – totally unsatisfactory
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Higher Education Accreditation in Azerbaijan

Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org

• Each HE Institutions should have the special license from 
corresponding governmental executive structure

• Accreditation of HE Institutions is carried out only by the  
State Accreditation Commission (SAC)

• Only accredited HE Institutions have the right to make the  
note on its diplomas such as:  

“Diploma is STATE document                    Bachelor diploma
about HE” 

“Diploma is STATE document                    Master diploma
about HE and science degree”                                                             
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Certificate for Completion of Secondary Education

This certificate is 
given to xxx, in 
order to she/he 
graduated xxx 
secondary school in 
2007 with the 
marks given 
bellow:

Subjects    marks

Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org
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DIPLOMA 
is STATE  DOCUMENT

about 
HIGHER EDUCATION

… is awarded with the 
HIGHER 

QUALIFICATION 
BACHELOR

The BACHELOR DIPLOMA

… is awarded with the 
HIGHER 

QUALIFICATION 
BACHELOR

Graduation Certificate of
the STATE University

Graduation Certificate of
the PRIVATE University

DIPLOMA is 
STATE 

document
about HIGHER 
EDUCATION

Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org

DIPLOMA is 
STATE 

document
about HIGHER 
EDUCATION
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Appendix to the Bachelor Diploma (Transcript)

Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org
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Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org

The Bachelor Diploma Supplement
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DIPLOMA is STATE 
DOCUMENT

about HIGHER 
EDUCATION and 

SCIENCE DEGREE

DIPLOMA is STATE 
DOCUMENT

about HIGHER 
EDUCATION and 

SCIENCE DEGREE

Magistr Diploma

Graduation Certificate of
the STATE University

Graduation Certificate of
the PRIVATE University

…is awarded with
MAGISTER 

degree 

…is awarded with
MAGISTER 

degree 
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Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org

Appendix Magistr Diploma (Transcript)



The Ministry of Education of the RA       www.edu.gov.az

The State Student Admission of the RA   www.tqdk.gov.az

Baku Education Information Center        www.beic.az.org
bhaji-zada@beic.az
iiskenderova@beic.az

Ganja Education Information Center      ww.gitc.aznet.org
hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org
sismayilova@geic.osi-az.org

NAFSA 60th Annual Conference Washington, DC, May 25 – May 30, 2008

Contacts

Dr. Hasan Huseynli, Ganja Education Information Center, hhuseynli@geic.osi-az.org



Georgia
Major changes in the Ministry of Education & Sciences

• Establishing Center for Education Accreditation 
• Establishing National Curriculum and Assessment 

Center
• Center for Teachers Professional Development
• Establishing the National Professional Agency
• Further development of National Examination 

Center
• Establishing of Georgia National Scientific 

Foundation
• Project Dear Leap



Major changes in School Education

– Establishing of education resource centers, 
for oversight of school

– Establishing of the school boards, consisting 
teachers, parents and pupils

– Electing school directors,
– New system of financing school – money 

follows the student system
– School optimization
– Schools rehabilitation project
– School computerization



National Examination 
Center 

• Full  confidentiality of examination test
• Equal conditions for every student
• Transparent and simplified registration 

and examination procedure
• Allocation of results on a common 

standardized scale
• Launching new system of financing HEI 

( Money follows student system)



The first year (2005) 
• Three compulsory examinations Georgian Language 

and Literature, 
• General Aptitude test  GAT
• Foreign Languages
• Optional – Mathematics
• Novelty was GAT – All entrants are in equal position 

and good predictor for assessing learning potential
• In 2007 The center is responsible for administering 

school principals examinations;
• The teacher certification Exams / General Graduate 

examinations  for MA studies (GGE)



General Graduate Exams

• The basic aim of GGE exams are 
• Assist Universities in selecting MA 

students
• Ranking examinees according to their 

abilities and capabilities
• Secure the objectivity and transparency 

of MA  enrollment process 



Formation of new 
education system 

• New system of financing 
• New system of accreditation 
• Student admission on the basis of 

National Unified exams
• Students’ self government 



National Accreditation 
Center

• Before 2004 - 26 state and 218 private higher 
education establishments

• 2005 - 110 HEE got accreditation
• 2006 - 36  HEI  are accredited 
• Public Higher education 
• Private Higher education
• After the accreditation held in 2006 the 

number of permitted students for 2007-2008 
academic year was estimated for each higher 
education institution and it was 18,969.



National Accrediation Center, continued

• Every accredited HEE gets the state sample accreditation certificate
• All the accredited HEE capable of receiving students on the basis of 

UNE, including those who posses the state voucher
• Institutional accredited costs covered by the government
• All HEE will be granted for two year accreditation and will be 

reaccredited later
• The state recognizes those diplomas which are issued only by the 

accredited HEE students studying in 2005-2006 academic year, who 
are enrolled in non accredited institutions will issued valid, state 
recognized diplomas

• The institution failing to undergo the accreditation process will be 
subject to udergo all the parameters pertinent to non-accredited 
institutions

• In case the state Higher educational establishments fails to pass the 
accreditation twice they will be declared as abolished

• The accredited HEE will have fixed number of student enrollment



Criteria of Institutional 
Accreditation 

• Ratio of lecturers/professors with scientific 
degree compared with the total number of 
lecturers at the HEI [e.g. HEIs having 
employed more than 66% of professors with 
doctoral degree were scored in 3 points]

• The ownership right of HEI facilities 
• Space provided to each student
• Student text book ration
• The number of foreign students at the HEI
• Web page 



General criteria for Institutional 
accreditation

• at least 1000m2 of space
• at least 4 m2 per student, aimed for training and 

research and accordingly well-equipped
• at least one professor (full-professor, associated 

professor or assistant professor) per student
• the institute’s range of specialties list (according to 

Master, Bachelor and Doctorate programs.)
• Bachelor’s specialties corresponds to at least one 

computer per 25 students. 
• library that meets the certain criteria
• a web-site that meets the certain criteria



Additional criteria of 
institutional accreditation

• Necessary equipment for training
• For accreditation purpose the institutions must submit curricula 

(program description, module, curriculum with credits and 
academic hours, students’ assessment system) in accordance 
with European Credit Transfer System. 240 credits assigned for 
the first level of the higher education system are to be 
distributed over four years, 60 credits each year.

• the institution must have a distinct structure
• the institution must have regulating organizational and 

educational-scientific intra-institutional regulations affirmed by 
an authorizing body.

• the institution must have reliable registration for all intra-
institutional documents



Autonomy of HEI
• Elects the institution’s management bodies 
• The academic council approves study, research and creative 

work policies of the faculties
• Develops charter, approves institution’s internal regulations, the 

rules and foundations for the code of ethics and disciplinary 
responsibilities

• Approves unified rule of personnel recruitment
• In the beginning of academic year, approves coefficients for 

individual components of the Unified National Examination, 
proposed by basic units

• Manages the institution’s finances and property in accordance 
with Georgian legislation

• Funding from the government side



Bologna process in Georgia 

• Georgia joined Bologna process in 2006 
• The main entity responsible for Bologna 

process is the Ministry of Education and 
Sciences

• The main documents were translated 
and published

• Georgian student organization league 
joined the ESIB as the candidate 



Minimum requirements for 
joining the bologna process

• Harmonization of the legislation with European 
standards

• Elimination of corruption at systemic level
• Introduction of a new model of financing
• Introduction of the current study programs’ curricula, 

syllabi at higher education institutions
• Introduction of ECTS and the three degree cycles 

system
• The main goal for the learners/researchers, who were 

put in the center, to provide best conditions for them 
to advance in academic and professional life 



Values and Principles 
• Quality
• Equality
• Equity
• Liberty
• Accountability 
• Competence
• Participation
• Deregulation
• Decentralization
• Co-operation



Degree systems and credits 
• Bachelor (Bakalavriati)  - 240 ECTS credits;
• - duration of this cycle is 4 years
• Master (Magistratura) - 120 ECTS credits;
• - duration of this cycle is 2 years
• Doctoral (Doctorantura) – 180 ECTS credits;
• - average duration of doctoral education in Georgia 

is about 3 years. 
• In 2006-07 the total number of students enrolled
• in the two-cycle degree system was more than 75 % 



Conditions for Obtaining 
Doctoral Degree

• A person holding a master or an equal academic degree may take a 
doctoral program

• A higher education institution shall provide a doctoral student with a 
research supervisor, create favorable conditions for conducting work 
related to the research, which shall encompass theoretical and/or 
experimental results and facilitate his/her integration into the world 
research community

• Upon completion of the doctorate program and successful defense of 
dissertation, a doctoral student is awarded the academic degree of a 
doctor

• The academic degree of doctor shall be awarded by Dissertation 
Council established within a faculty of higher education institution

• The procedures for awarding the academic degree of a doctor shall be 
set out in the Dissertation Council Statute to be approved by the 
Academic Council of a higher education institution



Activities of Utmost Importance 
• Elaborating the National Qualification Framework
• Conducting program accreditation at all HEIs
• Elaborating university curricula in line with the Bologna requirements 

and participating in the EC TUNING project
• Training university teachers and upgrading their skills in accordance 

with the contemporary requirements
• Creating effective mechanisms for recognition of prior learning paths 

(formal, non-formal, informal)
• Increasing student and staff mobility in both directions; 
• Establishing quality culture at HEIs
• Introducing joint degrees and special programs for international 

students
• Establishing stakeholder perspective in HE and involving employers in 

the activities related to higher education development 



Activities of Utmost 
Importance, continued

• Linking HE to labour market demands and increasing 
employability of graduates at all levels of HE 

• Elaborating the national strategy for life-long learning 
• Developing effective mechanisms for data collection 
• Strengthening cooperation between different student 

organizations and self-governance bodies and 
promoting their participation in the decision-making 
process 

• Protecting Georgian citizens studying and working 
abroad from political oppression and discrimination



Ways of recruiting students 

• CIE is one of the most popular advising 
Centers in the country, it’s the member of 
EducationUSA network and OSI – NSP 
network

• It is a registered NGO 
• Four branch offices in the regions
• 50-70 visitors per day 
• 45-50 visitors for web site www.cie.ge
• Telephone and e-mail enquires



Following services provided:

• Individual and group consultations to visitors looking 
for the possibilities of free and paid opportunities

• Public information sessions
• Administering about 22 scholarship programs in 

leading Georgian and European Universities 
• Pre-departure orientations
• Recruitment trips ( presentations of our activities)
• Participating and organizing educational and job fairs
• Rich library and resource center 
• ETS Licensed testing Center for TOEFL 
• English as a foreign language preparation course
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