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Entrance examination

Świadectwo dojrzałości –Maturity Examination
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Post-secondary vocational college
Policealne studium zawodowe
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Higher Vocational
Studies
Studia Wyższe 
Zawodowe

University-level
Studies
Studia Wyższe

Dyplom Ukończenia Wyższych 
Studiów Zawodowych

Title: inżynier, ekonomista, …

Dyplom Ukończenia Studiów
Wyższych 
Title: magister, magister inżynier…

Doctoral
studies

min. 3 years

Doktor

Doktor Habilitowany

H
I
G
H
E
R

12 - 13 years of education
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Access to higher education

Świadectwo dojrzałości (maturity 
certificate) after completed:

”Liceum ogólnokształcące” – general 
secondary school, 4 years
”Technikum” – technical secondary 
school, 4-5 years
”Liceum zawodowe” – vocational 
secondary school incl. general 
education, 4-5 years
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gives right to apply
to higher education

Maturity certificate
General secondary 
school

Basic profile
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Front page Page 3 or 4

School leaving certificate from technikum

Technical
vocational
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Post-secondary, non-higher 
education

general features

Generally called STUDIUM
Vocational training for graduates from 
general secondary school
Duration: 2-2.5 years
All professions: technical, economical, 
paramedical, fine arts, teaching etc.
No credits granted within higher 
education 
Active teachers could follow three-years 
supplementary studies up to degree of 
”magister”
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duration
name of ”studium”

previous education

Title of technician 
in architecture

Example 1 – professional title of technik
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Example 2
Institution supervised by Ministry of Health

Medical

title of
dental 
technician
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Pre-school education
Studium wychowania przedszkolnego

6 years programme after eight-years elementary school. 
Maturity examination after fourth year.

Graduated from STUDIUM
FOR PRESCHOOL 
EDUCATION 
in town of Bolesławiec
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Higher education
Classification of Institutions

Universities 
Technical institutions
Pedagogical institutions
Economical institutions
Agricultural institutions
Medical Academies (Ministry of Health)
Academies of Arts (Ministry of Culture & Art)
Military institutions (Ministry of Defence)
Other 
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Admission procedures

Entrance examination - dual 
purpose

Selection
Securing adequate level of previous 
knowledge
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Studies and degrees
(majority of students)

Studia wyższe (higher education)
studia magisterskie  4-5.5 years of studies, all 
fields, degree of magister in field, magister 
inżynier in field (engineering), magister sztuki (in 
arts)
lekarz (physician), lekarz stomatolog (dentist), 
lekarz weterynarii (veterinary surgeon)

All forms: day-time, evening, part-time distance
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University of Warsaw

magister studies

Russian language 
and literature

Title of magister in 
Russian philology

Diploma of magister 1
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Diploma issued by medical academy

Medical Academy of Poznan

Title of thesis 

Title of magister
in Nursing 
(pre-printed)
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Studia wyższe zawodowe
(higher vocational education)

Only part-time studies
One year shorter than magister
studies (in the same field)
Degrees:

Inżynier in field – engineer (4 years)
dyplomowany …….

ekonomista – economist (3 years)
Nauczyciel - teacher (3 years)

Supplementary part-time studies 
leading to magister of 1,5 years
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Diploma of 
higher vocational education

Warsaw Agricultural Academy

Higher vocational 
studies, part-time

Title of inżynier 
in horticulture



17

Research degrees

Scientific title “doktor”
Min. 3-years of full-time studies at “doctoral
studies” 
4-9 years part-time holding position of 
instructor 
Courses and thesis
Final oral examination
Public defence of thesis

Scientific title “doktor habilitowany”
Major dissertation and oral examination
Prerequisite for employment as professor
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Studies
Some general features

Two terms, two examination 
periods (February and June)
All examinations had to be passed 
before transfer to next semester
First year could not be repeated
Final examination and defence of 
final thesis required
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Study programmes

All curricula had to be approved 
Regulation from Ministry on:

Upper limit of study load in hours, 
examinations and years of studies
Min. number of hours in socio-political 
subjects, foreign languages, sports and 
military training (approx 15% of the total 
number of hours)
Core curriculum for particular field of studies
Min. number of hours in 1-2 central subjects
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Information about studies
Student book
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Page 1 of 96
General information 

Department
Programme

Institution of higher education
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Pages 4 to 7
Registration for each semester
number of semesters indicates nominal 

length of study programme

academic year

year of studies

semester
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Pages 8 –

All studied subjects, all 
examinations

Teacher’s name

subject

lectures tutorials/lab
number of hours per week 
in each semester

exam
credit
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Pages 92 - 93

Final examination

Subject of thesis

*

*

*for degree of magister 
result of oral examination

awarded degree of 
magister in pedagogy
with very good grade
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Student book from medical academy
72 pages
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Subjects p. 4 -

subject teacher hours 
per semester

credit
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Examinations
p. 42 - examinations

subject 1st. exam repeated exams

Transfer to the next year
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Higher education in Poland 
part II. Dynamic development after 1990
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Law on Higher Education of 
1990 

in parallel with long magister
programmes

Establishment of non-state institutions
New degrees
Autonomy of institutions

Tuition fees introduced at state 
institutions for part-time studies

Introduction of two-tier degree system
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Cover of higher education 
diploma issued 1991
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Expansion of Higher 
Education 

From 404 000 to 1 926 000 
students
From 112 to over 400 institutions
Part time teachers

Has quality been maintained?



32http://www.buwiwm.edu.pl/educ/schemat.htm

Higher education in Poland after 1990
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New degrees – new 
programmes

Wyższe Studia Zawodowe – Higher 
Vocational (or Professional) Education, 
now both fulltime and part-time studies
Licencjat or inżynier – translated as 

degree of Bachelor, gives access to 
second level magister studies
Newly established private institutions 
receive right to award only Bachelor 
degrees
Right to award higher degrees granted 
after evaluation



34

Degrees after 1 August 2004
Master
-in Engineering
-in Architecture
-in Arts
-in Nursing
-in Midwifery
MD
Dentist
Veterinary Surgeon
Bachelor
-in Nursing
-in Midwifery
-in Engineering
-in Architecture

magister 
magister inżynier 
magister inżynier architekt
magister sztuki
magister pielęgniarstwa* 
magister położnictwa*
lekarz 
lekarz dentysta**
lekarz weterynarii
licencjat
licencjat pielęgniarstwa* 
licencjat położnictwa*
inżynier 
inżynier architekt*
magister edukacji

*New degrees     **before “stomatolog”
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Introduction of binary 
system in 1997

Wyższe Szkoły Zawodowe
Higher vocational schools

Public and non-public institutions 
corresponding to local needs
Can only award degree of “licencjat”
or “inżynier”
Degrees from “vocational” institution 
give access to supplementary studies 
for degree of “magister”
Creation of State Accreditation 
Committee for Higher Vocational 
Education
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Diploma of higher vocational school 
under the 1997 year’s law

State Higher Vocational School
in Nowy Sącz

Preprinted text: 
Higher Vocational Education

Title of “licencjat”
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Covers of diplomas in 
binary system

DIPLOMA OF COMPLETION OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION FROM 
INSTITUTION FUNCTIONING 
ACCORDING TO THE LAW OF 
1990

DIPLOMA OF COMPLETION OF 
HIGHER VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION FROM INSTITUTION 
ESTABLISHED ACCORDING TO 
THE LAW OF 1997



38

Quality assessment before 
2002 in university level 

higher education

Within the academic community
Not legally regulated
Voluntary
Accreditation Committees for:

Schools of management
Medical schools
Universities etc.
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State accreditation of 
higher education

State Accreditation Committee 
established on 1 January 2002

Accreditation Committee for Higher  
Vocational Institutions 1997 - 2002

Negative decisions must be followed 
by the Ministry of National Education 
(suspension of admission or closing of 
institutions)

Accreditation of all programmes  
within five years
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http://www.men.waw.pl/pka/index.php

Access to results of accreditation
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Explanations of results in English
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“ratings”
Institution Faculty/dept. Programme

master
bachelor

In alphabetical order according to location 
within each groups of institutions

List of positive results



44

Recognized institutions of 
higher education

http://www.buwiwm.edu.pl/educ/index-state.htm
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List of non-state 
institutions
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1

2
3

4

1. (10 )=Number in the register of private institutions at the Ministry according to the 
Law of 1990

2. (M) = magister (Master) studies  3. (Z) = licencjat or inżynier (Bachelor) studies

4. (133 wsz) = number in the register of private “vocational” institution according to the 
Law of 1997

Name of the programme
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New format of diploma 2004
original

completed higher 
vocational studies

degree of licencjat
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Diploma 2004
copy in English issued by HEI
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Documents

Specimens of Polish certificates 
and diplomas
http://www.buwiwm.edu.pl/educ/ind
ex.htm
Obligatory Diploma Supplement 
starting Jan. 1, 2005 
http://www.men.waw.pl/prawo/rozp
_298/zal_5.htm
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New diplomas and diploma supplement
issued after Jan 1, 2005 

http://www.men.waw.pl/prawo/rozp_298/rozp_298.php

Klick 
on text 
in red 
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Post-secondary non higher 
education

In total approx. 200.000 students
Under supervision of local school 
authorities (“kuratoria”)
“Szkoły policealne” do not require
“matura”, do not give eligibility for HE
“Szkoły pomaturalne” require complete
secondary education
Private schools (50% of students)

can have rights of public schools and award 
recognized vocational titles

New system starting September 1, 2005
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Kolegium nauczycielskie
(teacher college)

New form of education, supervised by 
local school authorities
Same access requirements as HE
Scientific cooperation with a higher 
education institution 
Duration of studies is three years
Studies are concluded with teacher 
qualification
Possibility to received degree of 
“licencjat” from cooperating institution 
after final examination
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Example of diploma from 
teacher college

Diploma of 
completion of 
teacher college

Cooperating with 
Opole University

in Wałbrzych
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Followed by degree 
“licencjat”
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Credit system 1990-2005

No general rules
Different systems used by 
individual institutions
ECTS used in student exchange 
after 1998
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New law on higher 
education

from Sept 1, 2005

Introduction of two-tier system in all 
fields (with few exceptions)
Introduction of credit system such 
as ECTS
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Appendix 1
List of recognized institutions of higher education existing in 1989

UNIVERSITIES 
Uniwersytet Gdański
University of Gdańsk
Uniwersytet Śląski w Katowicach
University of Silesia in Katowice
Uniwersytet Jagielloński
The Jagiellonian University in Cracow 
Katolicki Uniwersytet Lubelski
The Catholic University of Lublin
Uniwersytet Marii Curie-Skłodowskiej w Lublinie
Maria Curie-Skłodowska University in Lublin 
Uniwersytet Łódzki 
University of Łódź
Uniwersytet im. Adama Mickiewicza w Poznaniu
'Adam Mickiewicz' University of Poznań
Uniwersytet Szczeciński
University of Szczecin
Uniwersytet Mikołaja Kopernika w Toruniu
'Nicolas Copernicus' University in Toruń
Uniwersytet Warszawski 
University of Warsaw 
Uniwersytet Wrocławski im. Bolesława Bieruta
The University of Wrocław 



THE MATURA EXAM AND ITS THE MATURA EXAM AND ITS 
CERTIFICATESCERTIFICATES

CENTRAL EXAMINATION BOARDCENTRAL EXAMINATION BOARD

0000--842 Warszawa, ul. Łucka 11842 Warszawa, ul. Łucka 11
TelephoneTelephone: (0 22) 656 38 00 (0 22) 656 38 00 

Fax.:Fax.: (0 22) 656 37 57(0 22) 656 37 57
www.cke.edu.plwww.cke.edu.pl



Outline of the presentationOutline of the presentation

1.1. General informationGeneral information aboutabout thethe examexam
2.2. TheThe Matura Matura certificatecertificate andand howhow to to readread

itit??
3.3. ExamplesExamples ofof PolishPolish recruitmentrecruitment

proceduresprocedures –– tipstips for for considerationconsideration
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BASIC EXAM RULESBASIC EXAM RULES
NOT COMPULSORY NOT COMPULSORY 
WRITTEN AND ORAL EXAMS (depending on the subject)WRITTEN AND ORAL EXAMS (depending on the subject)
3 COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 3 COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 

UP TO 3 ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS UP TO 3 ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
TWO LEVELS AVAILABLE: STANDARD AND EXTENDEDTWO LEVELS AVAILABLE: STANDARD AND EXTENDED
30% OF STANDARD LEVEL NECESSARY TO PASS 30% OF STANDARD LEVEL NECESSARY TO PASS 
WRITTEN EXAMSWRITTEN EXAMS
RESULTS GIVEN IN PERCENTAGE FOR EACH EXAMRESULTS GIVEN IN PERCENTAGE FOR EACH EXAM
NO RELEVANCE FOR GRADUATION BUT RELEVANT NO RELEVANCE FOR GRADUATION BUT RELEVANT 
FOR RECRUITMENT TO HIGHER EDUCATION FOR RECRUITMENT TO HIGHER EDUCATION 
INSTITUTIONS, WHICH DETERMINE STUDENTS’ CHOICE INSTITUTIONS, WHICH DETERMINE STUDENTS’ CHOICE 
OF SUBJECTSOF SUBJECTS
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MATURA EXAM
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS

POLISHPOLISH
FOREIGN LANGUAGEFOREIGN LANGUAGE
ONE ELECTIVE SUBJECT :ONE ELECTIVE SUBJECT :

BIOLOGYBIOLOGY
CHEMISTRYCHEMISTRY
PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMYPHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY
GEOGRAPHYGEOGRAPHY
HISTORYHISTORY
HISTORY OF MUSICHISTORY OF MUSIC
HISTORY OF ARTHISTORY OF ART
MATHEMATICSMATHEMATICS
CIVIC EDUCATIONCIVIC EDUCATION
KNOWLEDGE OF DANCEKNOWLEDGE OF DANCE

*ETHNIC MINORITY LANGUAGE*ETHNIC MINORITY LANGUAGE
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MATURA EXAM 
ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS

BIOLOGYBIOLOGY
CHEMISTRYCHEMISTRY
PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMYPHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY
GEOGRAPHYGEOGRAPHY
HISTORYHISTORY
HISTORY OF MUSICHISTORY OF MUSIC
HISTORY OF ARTHISTORY OF ART
CIVIC EDUCATIONCIVIC EDUCATION
KNOWLEDGE OF DANCEKNOWLEDGE OF DANCE
MATHEMATICSMATHEMATICS

FOREIGN LANGUAGE (FOREIGN LANGUAGE (writtenwritten andand oraloral examexam))
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (onlyonly advancedadvanced levellevel))
GREEK AND THE ANTIQUITYGREEK AND THE ANTIQUITY
LATIN AND THE ANTIQUITYLATIN AND THE ANTIQUITY

*ETHNIC MINORITY LANGUAGE*ETHNIC MINORITY LANGUAGE
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MATURA EXAMMATURA EXAM

WRITTEN

PARTS OF THE EXAMPARTS OF THE EXAM

subjectsubject

••POLISHPOLISH
••FOREIGN LANGUAGEFOREIGN LANGUAGE
••ONE ELECTIVE SUBJECTONE ELECTIVE SUBJECT

*ETNIC MINORITY    *ETNIC MINORITY    
LANGUAGELANGUAGE

11--3 ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 3 ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS 
((optional)optional)

ORAL

•• POLISHPOLISH
•• FOREIGN FOREIGN LANGUAGELANGUAGE

*ETHNIC MINORITY   *ETHNIC MINORITY   
LANGUAGELANGUAGE

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
IfIf chosenchosen as as additionaladditional
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COMPULSORY SUBJECTSCOMPULSORY SUBJECTS

POLISH POLISH --> WRITTEN EXAM > WRITTEN EXAM S + (E)S + (E)
--> ORAL EXAM  > ORAL EXAM  one one levellevel

FOREIGN LANGUAGEFOREIGN LANGUAGE --> WRITTEN EXAM > WRITTEN EXAM S + (E)S + (E)
--> ORAL EXAM  > ORAL EXAM  S OR ES OR E

ELECTIVE SUBJECT ELECTIVE SUBJECT --> WRITTEN EXAM > WRITTEN EXAM S + (E)S + (E)

ADDITIONAL SUBJECTSADDITIONAL SUBJECTS

GENERAL SUBJECTS GENERAL SUBJECTS --> WRITTEN EXAM > WRITTEN EXAM S + ES + E
oror EE

FOREIGN LANGUAGE FOREIGN LANGUAGE --> WRITTEN EXAM > WRITTEN EXAM S + ES + E
--> ORAL EXAM  > ORAL EXAM  EE

* OLYMPIAD WINNERS AND FINALISTS * OLYMPIAD WINNERS AND FINALISTS 
(subject competitions at the national level) (subject competitions at the national level) 
--> exempted = 100% at the standard and extended level> exempted = 100% at the standard and extended level
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BILINGUAL SCHOOLS

DIFFERENT STANDARDS OF ATTAINMENT AND DIFFERENT STANDARDS OF ATTAINMENT AND 
EXAM PAPERS FOR FOREIGN LANGUAGES EXAM PAPERS FOR FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
(BILINGUAL LEVEL)(BILINGUAL LEVEL)

ADDITIONAL PAPER IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE ADDITIONAL PAPER IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
AVAILABLE (HISTORY, BIOLOGY, GEOGRAPHY, AVAILABLE (HISTORY, BIOLOGY, GEOGRAPHY, 
MATHS, PHYSICS, CHEMISTRYMATHS, PHYSICS, CHEMISTRY )

--> COMPULSORY FOR STUDENTS OF BILINGUAL > COMPULSORY FOR STUDENTS OF BILINGUAL 
SCHOOLS IF CHOSEN AS OBLIGATORY SUBJECTSSCHOOLS IF CHOSEN AS OBLIGATORY SUBJECTS

EXTENDED LANGUAGE CURRICULUM EXTENDED LANGUAGE CURRICULUM 
SOME SUBJECTS TAUGHT BILINGUALLYSOME SUBJECTS TAUGHT BILINGUALLY
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RECRUITMENT PROCEDURESRECRUITMENT PROCEDURES

KEY DECISIONS FOR HIGHER KEY DECISIONS FOR HIGHER 
EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS:EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS:

•• CHOICE OF RELEVANT SUBJECTS CHOICE OF RELEVANT SUBJECTS 

•• REQUIRED LEVELREQUIRED LEVEL

•• WRITTEN / ORAL EXAMSWRITTEN / ORAL EXAMS

•• ADDITIONAL POINTS ADDITIONAL POINTS 
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EXAMPLES OF POLISH RECRUITMENT EXAMPLES OF POLISH RECRUITMENT 
PROCEDURESPROCEDURES

ONE LEVEL TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATIONONE LEVEL TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION

JAGIELLONIAN UNIVERSITY JAGIELLONIAN UNIVERSITY –– ENGLISH PHILOLOGYENGLISH PHILOLOGY
English English –– EE
Polish/History/Foreign Language/Greek or LatinPolish/History/Foreign Language/Greek or Latin -- EE

AM UNIVERSITY IN POZNAŃ AM UNIVERSITY IN POZNAŃ –– EUROPEAN STUDIESEUROPEAN STUDIES
Polish Polish –– EE
MathsMaths –– SS
Foreign Language 1 Foreign Language 1 –– EE
Foreign Language 2 Foreign Language 2 –– SS
Additional testAdditional test
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EXAMPLES OF POLISH RECRUITMENT EXAMPLES OF POLISH RECRUITMENT 
PROCEDURESPROCEDURES

Proportional recognition of each levelProportional recognition of each level

STANDARD LEVEL X 0,4 + EXTENDED LEVEL X 0,6 STANDARD LEVEL X 0,4 + EXTENDED LEVEL X 0,6 

WARSAW POLYTECHNICS WARSAW POLYTECHNICS –– S x 0,3 + E x 0,7S x 0,3 + E x 0,7
MathsMaths
PhysicsPhysics//ChemistryChemistry//BiologyBiology//ForeignForeign LanguageLanguage
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EXAMPLES OF POLISH RECRUITMENT EXAMPLES OF POLISH RECRUITMENT 
PROCEDURESPROCEDURES

GDAŃSK UNIVERSITY GDAŃSK UNIVERSITY –– POLISH PHILOLOGYPOLISH PHILOLOGY
PolishPolish –– 0,5 0,5 
HistoryHistory –– 0,30,3
ForeignForeign LanguageLanguage –– 0,20,2

Average of both levelsAverage of both levels

STANDARD LEVEL+ EXTENDED LEVEL / 2STANDARD LEVEL+ EXTENDED LEVEL / 2

AM UNIVERSITY IN POZNAŃ AM UNIVERSITY IN POZNAŃ -- MATHS MATHS 
MathsMaths
ForeignForeign languagelanguage ((takentaken intointo considereationconsidereation inin casecase ofof equalequal
scoresscores))
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REGIONAL EXAMINATION REGIONAL EXAMINATION 
BOARDSBOARDS

www.oke.waw.plwww.oke.waw.pl
www.oke.krakow.plwww.oke.krakow.pl

http://www.oke.waw.pl/
http://www.oke.waw.pl/
http://www.oke.krakow.pl/
http://www.oke.krakow.pl/


15



58

TECHNICAL INSTITUTIONS
Politechnika Białostocka
Białystok Technical University
Politechnika Częstochowska
Technical University of Częstochowa
Politechnika Gdańska
Technical University of Gdańsk
Politechnika Śląska im. Wincentego Pstrowskigo
The Silesian University of Technology 
Politechnika Świętokrzyska 
Kielce University of Technology 
Wyższa Szkoła Inżynierska w Koszalinie
College of Engineering in Koszalin
Akademia Górniczo-Hutnicza im. S. Staszica w Krakowie 
University of Mining and Metallurgy 'Stanisław Staszic' in Cracow 
Politechnika Krakowska im. T. Kościuszki 
Cracow University of Technology 
Politechnika Lubelska
Technical University of Lublin 
Politechnika Łódzka 
Łódź Technical University 
Wyższa Szkoła Inżynierska im.gen Aleksandra Zawadzkiego w Opolu 
College of Engineering, Opole
Politechnika Poznańska
Poznań University of Technology 
Wyższa Szkoła Inżynierska im. Kazimierza Pułaskigo w Radomiu 
College of Engineering, Radom
Politechnika Rzeszowska im. Ignacego Łukasiewicza 
Rzeszów University of Technology 
Politechnika Szczecińska 
Technical University of Szczecin 
Politechnika Warszawska 
Warsaw University of Technology 
Politechnika Wrocławska 
Wrocław University of Technology
Wyższa Szkoła Inzynierska im. Jurija Gagarina w Zielonej Górze
College of Engineeringy, Zielona Góra
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SCHOOLS OF ECONOMICS
Akademia Ekonomiczna im. Karola Adamieckiego w Katowicach
The 'Karol Adamiecki' University of Economics in Katowice 
Akademia Ekonomiczna w Krakowie 
Cracow University of Economics 
Akademia Ekonomiczna w Poznaniu 
Academy of Economics in Poznań
Szkoła Główna Planowania i Statystyki w Warszawie 
Central School of Planning and Statistics, Warsaw
Akademia Ekonomiczna im. Oskara Langego we Wrocławiu
'Oskar Lange' Academy of Economics in Wrocław 

TEACHER TRAINING SCHOOLS

Wyższa Szkoła Pedagogiczna w Bydgoszczy
Higher Teacher Education School, Bydgoszcz

Wyższa Szkoła Pedagogiczna w Częstochowie 
Higher Teacher Education School, Częstochowa
Wyższa Szkoła Pedagogiczna im. J. Kochanowskiego w Kielcach
Jan Kochanowski' Higher School of Pedagogics, Kielce

Wyższa Szkoła Pedagogiczna im. Komisji Edukacji Narodowej w Krakowie
Higher Teacher Education School , Cracow
Wyższa Szkoła Pedagogiczna w Olsztynie
Higher Teacher Education School, Olsztyn 
Wyższa Szkoła Pedagogiczna im. Powstańców Śląskich w Opolu     
Higher Teacher Education School, Opole
Wyższa Szkoła Pedagogiczna w Rzeszowie
Higher Teacher Education School, Rzeszów
Wyższa Szkoła Pedagogiczna w Słupsku
Higher Teacher Education School, Słupsk 

Wyższa Szkoła Pedagogiki Specjalnej im. M. Grzegorzewskiej  
Maria Grzegorzewska Higher School of Special Education, Warsaw

Wyższa Szkoła Pedagogiczna w Szczecinie
Higher Teacher Education School, Szczecin
Wyższa Szkoła Pedagogiczna w Zielonej Górze 
Higher Teacher Education School, Zielona Góra
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SCHOOLS OF AGRICULTURE
Akademia Techniczno-Rolnicza im. J.J. Śniadeckich w Bydgoszczy
Academy of Technology and Agriculture in Bydgoszcz 
Akademia Rolnicza im. Hugona Kołłątaja w Krakowie
'Hugo Kołłątaj' Agricultural University in Kraków 
Akademia Rolnicza w Lublinie 
Academy of Agriculture in Lublin 
Akademia Rolniczo-Techniczna w Olsztynie
Academy of Agriculture and Technology in Olsztyn
Akademia Rolnicza im. Augusta Cieszkowskiego w Poznaniu
Poznan Agricultural University
Wyższa Szkoła Rolniczo-Pedagogiczna w Siedlcach
College of Agriculture and Teacher Training, Siedlce
Akademia Rolnicza w Szczecinie 
University of Agriculture in Szczecin 
Academia Rolnicza, Szkoła Główna Gospodarstwa Wiejskiego
Warsaw Agricultural University 
Akademia Rolnicza we Wrocławiu
Academy of Agriculture, Wrocław

ACADEMIES OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Akademia Wychowania Fizycznego i Sportu im. Jędrzeja Śniadeckiego
'Jędrzej Śniadecki' Academy of Physical Education and Sport , Gdańsk
Akademia Wychowania Fizycznego w Katowicach 
Academy of Physical Education, Katowice
Akademia Wychowania Fizycznego w Krakowie 
Academy of Physical Education, Kraków
Akademia Wychowania Fizycznego im. Eugeniusza Piaseckiego w Poznaniu
Academy of Physical Education, Poznan 
Akademia Wychowania Fizycznego w Warszawie
Academy of Physical Education, Warsaw  
Akademia Wychowania Fizycznego we Wrocławiu 
Academy of Physical Education, Wrocław



61

ACADEMIES OF MEDICINE
Akademia Medyczna im. Juliana Marchlewskigo w Białymstoku
Academy of Medicine, Bialystok 
Akademia Medyczna w Bydgoszczy
Academy of Medicine, Bydgoszcz 
Akademia Medyczna w Gdańsku 
Academy of Medicine, Gdańsk 
Śląska Akademia Medyczna im. Ludwika Waryńskiego w Katowicach 
Medical Academy of Silesia, Katowice 
Akademia Medyczna im. Mikołaja Kopernika w Krakowie
Academy of Medicine, Cracow 
Akademia Medyczna w Lublinie
Academy of Medicine, Lublin
Academia Medyczna  w Łodzi
Academy of Medicine, Łódź
Akademia Medyczna im. Karola Marcinkowskiego w Poznaniu 
Academy of Medicine, Poznań
Pomorska Akademia Medyczna im. gen. Karola Świerczewskiego w Szczecinie
Pomeranian Medical Academy, Szczecin 
Akademia Medyczna w Warszawie 
Academy of Medicine, Warsaw
Akademia Medyczna we Wrocławiu 
Academy of Medicine, Wrocław

THEOLOGICAL ACADEMIES
Chrześcijańska Akademia Teologiczna w Warszawie
Christian Theological Academy, Warsaw
Academia Teologii Katolickiej
Academy of Catholic Theology, Warsaw
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MERCHANT NAVY SCHOOLS
Wyższa Szkoła Morska w Gdyni
Higher Maritime School in Gdynia 
Wyższa Szkoła Morska w Szczecinie
Higher Maritime School in Szczecin

ACADEMIES OF MUSIC
Akademia Muzyczna im. Feliksa Nowowiejskiego w Bydgoszczy
Academy of Music in Bydgoszcz 
Akademia Muzyczna im. Stanisława Moniuszki w Gdańsku
'Stanisław Moniuszko' Academy of Music in Gdansk 
Akademia Muzyczna im. Karola Szymanowskiego w Katowicach
'Karol Szymanowski' Academy of Music in Katowice
Akademia Muzyczna w Krakowie 
Academy of Music in Cracow 
Akademia Muzyczna w Łodzi
Academy of Music in Łódź
Akademia Muzyczna im. Ignacego Paderewskiego w Poznaniu
'Ignacy Jan Paderewski' Academy of Music in Poznan 
Akademia Muzyczna im. Fryderyka Chopina w Warszawie
'Frederic Chopin' Academy of Music in Warsaw 
Akademia Muzyczna im. Karola Lipińskiego we Wrocławiu
'Karol Lipinski' University of Music 
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SCHOOLS OF FINE ARTS
Państwowa Wyższa Szkoła Sztuk Plastycznych w Gdańsku 
State College of Fine Arts in Gdańsk 
Akademia Sztuk Pięknych im. Jana Matejki w Krakowie
'Jan Matejko' Academy of Fine Arts in Cracow 
Państwowa Wyższa Szkoła Sztuk Plastycznych w Łodzi
State College of Fine Arts in Łódź
Państwowa Wyższa Szkoła Sztuk Plastycznych w Poznaniu
State College of Fine Arts in Poznań
Akademia Sztuk Pięknych w Warszawie 
Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw 
Państwowa Wyższa Szkoła Sztuk Plastycznych we Wrocławiu
State College of Fine Arts in Wrocław

SCHOOLS OF THEATRE AND FILM STUDIES
Państwowa Wyższa Szkoła Teatralna im. L. Solskiego w Krakowie
'The Ludwik Solski' State School of Drama, Cracow 
Państwowa Wyższa Szkoła Filmowa, Telewizyjna i Teatralna im. Leona Schillera w Łodzi
State College of Film, Television and Theatre, Łódź
Państwowa Wyższa Szkoła Teatralna im. Aleksandra Zelwerowicza w Warszawie
'Aleksander Zelwerowicz' State Theatre Academy, Warsaw 

MILITARY ACADEMIES
Wojskowa Akademia Medyczna                                      
Military Medical Academy, Łódź
Wojskowa Akademia Polityczna
Military Political Academy, Warsaw
Wojskowa Akademia Techniczna
Military Technical Academy, Warsaw

OTHER
Academia Nauk Społecznych
Academy of Social Sciences, Warsaw
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Appendix II. Grading in secondary and education 

Before 1990      After 1990 

Grade Numerical Abbreviation Grade Numerical Abbreviation

   celujący 

excellent 

6 cel. 

bardzo dobry 

very good 

5 bdb. bardzo dobry 

very good 

5 bdb. 

dobry 

good 

4 db. dobry 

good 

4 db. 

dostateczny 

satisfactory 

3 dst., dost. dostateczny 

satisfactory 

3 dst., dost. 

   Mierny 
mediocre 

2  

niedostateczny 

unsatisfactory, 
failed 

2 ndst, ndost. niedostateczny

unsatisfactory, 
failed 

1 ndst, ndost. 

 

Grading in  higher education 

Grade Numerical Abbreviation 

bardzo dobry 

very good 

5 bdb. 

dobry 

good 

4 db. 

dostateczny 

satisfactory 

3 dst., dost. 

niedostateczny 

unsatisfactory, failed 

2 ndst, ndost. 

zaliczenie 

credit 

- zal. 
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Appendix III. Glossary 

Ćwiczenia (ćw.) 

Ćwiczenia laboratoryjne 

exercises, classes, tutorials 

laboratory exercises  

Doskonalenie (zawodowe) Upgrading, improving (of qualifications) 

 

Doktor (dr.) 

Doktor habilitowany (dr. hab.) 

Doctor, PhD 

Second doctorate, highest degree 

Dyplom ukończenia 

- studiów wyższych 

- studiów wyższych 
zawodowych 

 

Diploma of completion 

- higher education, magister level studies, gives 
access to doctoral studies 

- higher vocational education, do not give access to 
doctoral studies 

Dzienne Day-time, full time studies 

Egzamin 

- poprawkowy 

- komisyjny 

- wstępny 

Examination 

- repeated examination 

- second repeated examination, given by commission 

- entrance examination 

Główna Central 

Katedra Department 

Kierunek studiów Field of study 

Kolokwium Oral or written examination of part of a course 

Lekarz 

Lekarz dentysta/stomatolog 

Lekarz weterynarii 

Physician 

Dentist 

Veterinary surgeon 

Liceum Secondary school 

Nauczyciel Teacher 

  

Obrona 

- pracy magisterskiej 

-pracy doktorskiej 

Defence 

Defence of  magister thesis 

Defence of doctoral thesis, dissertation 

Ocena Grade 

Państwowa szkoła State school 

Podpis 

- dziekana 

Signature  

- of dean 

Politechnika Technical university 
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Rok Year 

Semestr 

- semestr zimowy 

- semestr letni 

Semester 

- fall semester 

- spring semester 

Studia 

- doktorskie 

- dzienne 

- wieczorowe 

- zaoczne 

Studies 

- doctoral 

- day-time, fulltime 

- evening 

- external, distance (de facto part-time) 

Świadectwo dojrzałości 

 

Maturity certificate, certificate issued after passed 
maturity examination in a secondary school, the only 
certificate giving access to higher education  

Świadectwo ukończenia Certificate of completion 

Szkoła 

Szkoła wyższa 

School 

Institution of higher education, higher school 

Szkolnictwo wyższe Higher education 

Sztuka Art 

Tytuł 

- tytuł zawodowy  

Title 

- vocational or professional qualification 

Uczelnia 

- uczelnia niepaństwowa 

- uczelnia państwowa 

 

Institution of higher education 

- non-state institution 

- state institution 

Wpis Registration 

Wydział Faculty/department 

Wynik 

Wynik ogólny 

Result 

Overall classification 

Zajęcia Classroom studies 

Zakres Scope, field (of study), branch (of study) 

Zaliczenie Grade of credit, fulfilled requirements  

Zaliczono (semestr/rok) Credited, all requirements met (for transfer to next 
semester/year) 

Zawód  

zawodowy 

Vocation, profession, qualification 

Vocational, professional 

 

Bibliography: 
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