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WHY SHOULD WE EXPLORE THIS ISSUE?

• TRANSNATIONAL EDUCATION

• NEW VENTURES IN JOINT DEGREES

• CHANGING MODES OF INSTRUCTION (ON-LINE AND 
DISTANCE EDUCATION)

• PROLIFERATION OF ACCREDITATION AUTHORITIES



WHAT IS MEANT BY RECOGNITION?
KEY IDEAS AND FUNDAMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS

• Institution has the authority to award degrees/credentials that 
merit “universal” reciprocal recognition by other educational 
institutions with the same type of authority in the same country.

• Institutions achieve it by going through a process or system 
designed to regulate numerous aspects of higher education.  
The goal of this system or process is to ensure quality in the 
context of higher education degree programs.

• Individual courses in a degree program offered by a recognized 
institution merit transfer of credit or exemption from 
requirements when a student enrolls in a degree program at 
another educational institution in the same country.



RESOURCES FOR COUNTRY 
SPECIFIC INFORMATION 



FREE INTERNET RESOURCES (1)

Professional Associations:

UNESCO – IAU database (International Association of 
Universities) 
http://www.unesco.org/iau/onlinedatabases/index.html

EAIE (European Association for International Education) 
http://www.eaie.org/

EURYDICE – Information Network on Education in Europe 
http://www.eurydice.org/ see EURYBASE (Database of 
Education in Europe) 

The ENIC Network (European Network of Information Centres) 
www.enic-naric.net

http://www.unesco.org/iau/onlinedatabases/index.html�
http://www.eaie.org/�
http://www.eurydice.org/�


UNESCO IAU



eurybase page here 

EURYDICE EURYBASE



ENIC-NARIC



FREE INTERNET RESOURCES (2)

Professional Associations:

AAS (Association of African Universities) http://www.aau.org/

SEAMEO (Southeast Asian Ministers of Education 
Organization) http://www.seameo-innotech.org/home.asp

OEI (Organización de Estados Iberoamericanos) [Organization 
of Iberoamerican States – website in Spanish] 
http://www.oei.es/oeivirt/recursos_internet_paises.htm

http://www.aau.org/�
http://www.seameo-innotech.org/home.asp�
http://www.oei.es/oeivirt/recursos_internet_paises.htm�


Country-specific on-line 
resources (e.g. India)



FREE INTERNET RESOURCES (3)

Electronic Newsletters (delivered directly via email, may require 
registration or membership)

ECE Newsletter: see http://www.ece.org

WENR (World Education News & Reviews): see 
http://www.wes.org

NAFSA News: see http://www.nafsa.org

http://www.ece.org/�
http://www.wes.org/�
http://www.nafsa.org/�




PRINT MATERIALS
• Institution Profiles

– Recognition status, programs offered, contact info
• Country Profiles

– History, context, credentials, changes in 
educational system

• System Overviews
– History, context, credentials, changes in 

educational system



Key Publications
International Handbook of 
Universities

Palgrave McMillan

An extensive listing of 
recognized universities around 
the world

also available: 

Guide to Higher Education in 
Africa



Key Publications
World of Learning

Publisher:

Europa Publications 
www.europapublications.co.uk

A comprehensive directory and 
guide to the organizations and 
institutions throughout the 
sphere of higher education and 
learning 

http://www.europapublications.co.uk/�


Key Publications
British Qualifications

Publisher: Kogan Page 

Detailed information about 
education in the UK.  Includes 
information on academic 
institutions and professional 
associations



Key Publications
Commonwealth Universities 
Handbook

Publisher:

Palgrave Mcmillan

Includes information on all 
universities within the 
commonwealth



Key Publications
The New Country 
Index by IERF
www.tenspeedpress.com

Index of the 
educational systems 
of 70 countries

http://www.tenspeedpress.com/�


Key Publications by ECE

http://www.ece.org – Go to “ For Institutions” and then “Publications” link 

http://www.ece.org/�


AACRAO/NAFSA joint 
publications

Available at the AACRAO or 
NAFSA website



On-line Paid Resources
Country Education Profiles Australian Education International 
(former NOOSR publication series)

https://aei.dest.gov.au/AEI/CEP/Default.htm



On-line Paid Resources

http://www.naric.org.uk/ International Comparisons

http://www.naric.org.uk/�


GOVERNMENT SITES

• Ministries of education
• Higher education councils
• Accrediting agencies/authorities
• Embassies



PRINCIPLES IN PRACTICE

ESTABLISHING INSTITUTIONAL RECOGNITION 
ACROSS THE GLOBE



Imagine you have students 
requesting transfer credit based on 
the following credentials.  

Determine if you would grant transfer 
credit based on the status of the 
educational institution.



Case Study 1: New York University, Skopje

Primary Questions:
•Which organization or ministry is responsible for offering degree-
granting authority to institutions of higher education in Macedonia?

•What types of credentials are issued by this school?

Secondary Questions:
•Are the programs of study designed for foreigners?

•Who establishes the curriculum?

•Who provides the instruction?





New York University
Skopje appears on 

the Ministry of Education 
list of registered
higher education

institutions in Macedonia



Case Study 2:  Institute for Technology & 
Management (India)

Questions:
• How do we handle the evaluation of credentials issued by 
institutions that operate in a system with multiple accreditation 
authorities?



Making Distinctions between Recognizing 
Bodies

AICTE (All India Council for Technical 
Education)

• Responsible for planning, coordination 
and development of technical education 
throughout India.

• Sets regulations and standards in the 
system of technical education.

• The High Court of Delhi ruled in 
September 2001 that AICTE's jurisdiction 
applies only to technical education 
programs offered by non-university 
institutions, and that universities can 
introduce or modify technical education 
programs without seeking approval from 
AICTE, although they are obligated to 
conform to the technical education 
standards set by AICTE.

(www.aicte.ernet.in)

University Grants Commission

• Established in November 1956 as a 
statutory body of the Government of 
India through an Act of Parliament for 
the coordination, determination and 
maintenance of standards of 
university education in India. 

• Maintains a list of higher educational  
institutions with official recognition 
from parliament or local governmental 
bodies.

(www.ugc.ac.in)





Case Study 8: United Kingdom - Recognized and 
Listed Bodies

Questions:
• Which institution awards the degree?

• Is the degree-granting institution the same as the teaching institution?

• Who provides the instruction?

• Which institution establishes the curriculum?



When the teaching institution and degree-
granting institution are different

• Determine if the programs of study offered by the teaching 
institution are identical to the programs offered by the institution 
that awards the degrees.

• Determine who is responsible for instruction at both institutions.  
Are there shared faculty members?

• Establish who administers the examinations.

• Determine if there are differences with respect to opportunities 
in graduate programs based on program of study and degree.



Note the differences 
between 
“Recognised” and 
“Listed” Bodies



Case Study 4:  
Institut de 
Technologies et 
Spécialités (Ivory 
Coast)

Contact the 
educational 
authority of the 
country to confirm 
status of the 
teaching institution.



Affidavit issued by the 
Ministry of Higher 
Education and 
Scientific Research 
confirms that the 
institution is 
recognized by the 
state to award degrees  
recognized by other 
institutions of higher 
education.



Case Study 5: 
École Supérieure d’Économie d’Art et de 
Communication  and the École de Hautes
Études Commerciales du Nord 

(France) 
Questions:
• Which authority typically awards academic degrees in France?

• Compare the following two credentials.  What are the differences 
between the two documents?







Case Study Case Study 6: 
Wes Indies College, Bachelor of Arts in Religion

Questions:
• How do we handle credit transfer or exemption when the same individual 
course or subjects are a part of both recognized and non-recognized degree 
programs at the same institution?







The BIOL 222 appears in an 
accredited program as well.



STEPS FOR WORKING WITH TRICKY 
RECOGNITION ISSUES

Contact the Ministry of Education

Contact the teaching institution to 
request further information about its 
status.



•QUESTIONS TO ASK
• Does the teaching institution have the 
authority to grant degrees recognized by 
other institutions of education in the 
country?

•Does the teaching institution award 
credentials that are recognized by other 
educational institutions? 



Rachel M. Ragan
Director of Credential Evaluation Services
Educational Credential Evaluators, Inc.

rragan@ece.org
414-604-5258

Presentation can be found online at:

www.ece.org/presentations
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