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Statistics

• 14th largest country in the world
• Population approx. 28 million

– 38% under age 15
– 2% over age 65

• GDP: $600.4 billion
– 32.6% of national budget spent on education

• Literacy: overall 78% 



History

• Key dates: 
• Settled for roughly 15,000 years
• Prophet Muhammad born c. 570 CE
• Development of Islam during 7th century
• Islamic calendar
• Foundation of Modern State, early 20th century
• Discovery of oil, 1938



Forming the 
Modern Saudi Arabia

• In early 18th century, 
religious cleric calls for 
return to original Islam, 
very unpopular opinion

• Al-Saud power, influence 
grows 

• Al-Saud dynasty rules the 
area for much of the 19th 
century,until losing 
Riyadh, the capital to 
the Turks

• 1902- Ibn Saud (later King) 
reclaims Riyadh, begins 
to unite regions

• 1932- establishes 
Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia



History of Education
• Primary education formally begins in the 1930's
• By 1951 King Abdul Aziz has set up an publicly funded 

secondary school system
• Ministry of Education was founded in 1954 (operates 

public education institutes)
• First university established in 1957 (King Saud University)
• Public schooling for girls begins in earnest in 1960
• Ministry of Higher Education founded in 1975
• Islamic teachings, ideals have always been inseparable 

from all public education
• 2009 budget allocates SAR 122 billion for new education 

spending (U.S. $32.5 billion)



Educational
Ladder 

for Saudi 
Arabia



Secondary Education:
 General Secondary Education
 Technical or Vocational Education  

 (Commercial,Agricultural, Industrial , or Business)
 Religious Education
 Secondary Physical Education
 Nursing Institute Education

Completion typically represents the 12th year of full time 
study in an educational ladder

6 + 3 + 3 System



Tertiary Education:
 Public and Private University Education (all levels)
 Technical or Vocational Institute Education (2-3 year   
certificates)
 Institutes of Public Administration (2-3 year certificate)
 Military Education (3-4 year diploma*)
 Teacher Training (1-4 years, depending on level)
 Nursing Education (2-3 years of education)

* Military Education – Certain Saudi universities admit to graduate 
programs, some award transfer credit, and some do not recognized 
these at all.





Calendar and Dates
•Official calendar is the Islamic (Hijrah) lunar 
calendar
•Hijrah refers to the migration of Mohammad 
and his companions from Makkah (or 
Mecca) to Medina in AD 622
•AH stands for Anno Hijrah (also commonly 
spelled Hegira)



Date Conversion
•In general, you can convert the Islamic year 
to the Gregorian year by adding 579 to the 
Islamic year
•١٤٢٥ (1425) + 579 = 2004
•This is not always exact because of the 
difference in days between the lunar and 
solar year
•Or use a date converter: 
http://www.rabiah.com/convert

http://www.rabiah.com/convert


The Arabic Alphabet



The Arabic Alphabet

http://www.blss.portsmouth.sch.uk/hsc/arscript.shtml



Select
Arabic

Glossary



Glossary
(cont.)



Glossary
(cont.)



Arabic Numbers



Educational Oversight
•Ministry of Education
•General Organization of 
Technical Education and 
Vocational Training 
(GOTEVOT), now 
replaced by Technical 
and Vocational Training 
Corporation (TVTC)
•Ministry of Civil Service

•Ministry of Defense and 
Aviation
•Ministry of Health and 
the Saudi Commission for 
Health Specialties
•Ministry of Higher 
Education
•Royal Commission for  
Jubail and Yanbu



Higher Secondary Education 
(the final “+3” in a 6 + 3 + 3 System)

•Three years, representing grades 10-12
•Student must complete about 7 units of 
general education
•Student must complete 8 units in a field of 
specialization
•Student must complete about 2 units of 
electives
•



Upper Secondary (cont.)
•First Year: General
•Second and Third Years:
–Scientific or Literary Track
–Business Track (males)
–Technical Track
•Vocational
•Commercial
•Agricultural



Secondary School Hours of 
Study



Ministry of Education
•Oversees preschool-
secondary education and 
teacher training in Saudi 
Arabia
•Girls education and was overseen by the 
General Presidency for Girls' Education 
until 2003, when the MOE absorbed the 
functions of the presidency. 

•
•



Secondary Grading

FFail0-49

DPass50-59

CGood60-74

BVery Good75-89

AExcellent90-100

Suggested US 
Equivalent

DescriptionPercentage

Ministry of Education



Secondary Documents







General Secondary 

Education Transcript

#2



• Tertiary Education:
•
•  University Education (all levels)
•  Technical or Vocational Institute Education (2-3 year 

certificates)
•  Institute of Public Administration (2-3 year certificate)
•  Military Education (3-4 year diploma)
•  Teacher Training (1-4 years, depending on level)
•  Nursing Education (2-3 years of education)



Document Format
•It varies
•Universities can always issue official 
transcripts in English (with exceptions)
•Technical Colleges, Girls’ Colleges, Military 
Institutes, Junior Colleges and Higher 
Institutes may issue documents in English or 
Arabic



University Grading

F – 0 ptsLess than 3.0FailE

D – 1.0 pt3.0-3.4PassD

C – 2.0 pts3.5-3.9GoodC

B – 3.0 pts4.0-4.4Very GoodB

A – 4.0 pts4.5-5.0ExcellentA

Suggested 
US 
Equivalence

Grade Point 
Value

Descriptive 
Information

Saudi Letter 
Grade



Teacher Training and Girls' 
Colleges grading

F – 0 pts0-49

D – 1.0 pt.50-59

C – 2.0 pts60-74

B – 3.0 pts.75-89

A – 4.0 pts90-100

Suggested US EquivalentPercentage

Ministry of Education





















  



  



  



  

Resources
•  Ministry of Education http://www.moe.gov.sa
•  Ministry of Higher Education                                        
   http://www.mohe.gov.sa
•  TVTC [Technical and Vocational Training                   
   Corporation http://www.tvtc.gov.sa/English/
•  Saudi Arabian Cultural Mission http://www.sacm.org
•  Ministry of Health http://www.moh.gov.sa
•  Saudi Commission for Health Specialties http://
www.scfhs.org/
• Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia

http://www.saudiembassy.net
• NAFSA Online Guide to Educational Systems 

Around the World - Saudi Arabia, 2008 

http://www.moe.gov.sa/
http://www.mohe.gov.sa/
http://www.sacm.org/
http://www.moh.gov.sa/
http://www.scfhs.org/
http://www.scfhs.org/
http://www.saudiembassy.net/


  

•National Commission for Academic Accreditation and 
Assessment      http://www.ncaaa.org.sa
•Library of Congress- Country Studies 
http://countrystudies.us/
•NAFSA Admissions wRAP Up, Volume 4, Issue 1, 
February 2007
•Education USA, Middle East/North Africa Region  
www.educationusa-mena.org 
• CIA World Factbook 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/

http://www.ncaaa.org.sa/
http://countrystudies.us/
http://www.educationusa-mena.org/


  

Thank You
A copy of this presentation will be 

available at:

 www.ece.org/presentations

Aleksander Morawski, Evaluator
Educational Credential Evaluators, Inc.
amorawski@ece.org 

http://www.ece.org/presentations
mailto:amorawski@ece.org
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