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Overview

• Major education systems 
– US

– British

– French

– Russian

• Things to consider 

• Things you need

• Specific secondary credentials

• Equivalencies & requirements



  

The U.S. System

• Primary school varies by state/school but is 
typically 6 years (ages 6-12) 

• Middle and junior high schools also vary but 
lead to high schools which culminate in 12 
years of primary & secondary schooling from 
ages 6-18, leads to high school diploma

• What about the GED?
• Examples: China, Japan, Korea, Mexico, 

Saudi Arabia, Taiwan



  

The British System

• Primary school is 6 years (ages 5-11)
• Secondary school is 5 years (ages 11-16), 

leads to GCSE 
• Sixth Form is 2 years (ages 16-18), leads to 

A/AS levels, grants access to higher 
education and some college credit

• Examples: Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, 
Ghana, India, Kenya, Nigeria, Zimbabwe



  

The French System

• Primary school is 6 years (ages 5-11)

• Secondary (lower & upper) is 7 years 
(ages 11-15 and 15-18), leads to 
Baccalauréat général (variations for 
vocational and professional secondary)

• Examples: Benin, Cameroon, Canada 
(Quebec), Morocco, Togo



  

The Russian System

• Primary school is 4 years (ages 6-9)
• Basic school is 5 years (ages 10-14)
• Secondary school is 2 years (ages 15-

17), leading to Attestat o Srednem 
(Polnom) Obshchem Obrazovanii 
(Certificate of Secondary Complete 
General Education)

• Examples: Bulgaria, Kazakhstan, 
Poland, Ukraine, Uzbekistan



  

Things to Consider

• Structure of education system

• Politics and religion

• Vocational versus college-prep
• Grading scales

• Course-by-course or average grade 

• Carnegie units

• Advanced placement (transfer credit)



  

Things You Need

• Application

• Transcript OR leaving exam (not just the 
certificate)

• Graduation certificate (if applicable)

• Native language AND English 
translation (if applicable)

• What does student say?



  

Specific Secondary Credentials

• Asia (China, India, Japan, Korea, 
Taiwan)

• Africa (Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria) 
• Middle East (Saudi Arabia)

• North America (Canada, Mexico) 

• United Kingdom (O Levels, A Levels)



  

Equivalencies & Requirements

• See handouts



  

Credential Resources

• Foreign Educational Credentials 
Required, AACRAO, 2003 

• The New Country Index, IERF, 2004
• A Guide to Education Systems around 

the World, NAFSA, 1999

• World Higher Education Database 
http://www.unesco.org/iau/onlinedatabases/index.html
 

http://www.unesco.org/iau/onlinedatabases/index.html


  

Chinese high school



  

Chinese diploma (English)



  

Japanese high school



  

Japanese diploma



  

Korean high school



  

Korean diploma



  

Taiwan high school



  

Ghana



  

Kenya



  

Nigeria



  

UK O level



  

UK A level



  

Saudi



  

India



  

India contd



  

Mexico



  

Canada – Alberta



  

Canada – British Columbia



  

Canada - Saskatchewan
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