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A process of life-long training and personal development, during 

which teachers and teacher educators are exposed to new ideas 

and practices with the ultimate aim of improving their self-

esteem and professionalism.
E. Thomas (1996: 15) 

 Development of the teaching profession:

In 1834, Pennsylvania became the first state to require 

future teachers to pass a test of reading, writing, and 

arithmetic

Teacher training organized mostly by state- or city-run 

schools and local school boards until 1930s

Teacher certification progressively became a regular 

pattern in the 20th century

US model of teacher education:

Professional skills and methodology emphasized over 

teaching subject knowledge

Regulation of the profession at the state level 

(certification process)

Post-certification in-service training

Recent changes:

emphasis on professional development mandated by the 

federal government – No Child Left Behind Act (NCLBA) of 

2001

requirement for increased subject knowledge towards 

certification

Alternative Certification Program: emergency license for 

concurrent enrollment in certification classes for non-

certified degree holders

Teacher Education in the 

United States

*Source: http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/pubs/20094043/index.asp An Evaluation of Teachers Trained through 

Different Routes to Certification



U.S. Educational Structure

Source: UK NARIC: https://www.naric.org.uk/index.asp



Provided by higher education institutions

 Universities & Colleges

 2-year Associate degree programs 

 4-year Bachelor’s degree programs

 Post-Baccalaureate programs

 Master’s degree programs

 Doctoral programs 

 Current Framework for Education Programs:

 Knowledge of Content and Pedagogical Skills

 In-depth knowledge of content 

 Continual Assessment and Evaluation

 Field Experience and Student Teaching    

 Diverse Learning Experiences and Settings

 Qualified Faculty

 Governance and Resources (accreditation and 

oversight)

Certification 

Programs

Teacher Education in the 

United States

Source: http://www.ncate.org/

http://www.ncate.org/


Elementary Teacher University Curriculum

 General Education and Core 

Requirements (GER)

 Environmental Education for 

Teachers in Elementary Education

 Introduction to Psychology  Teaching of Science in the 

Elementary School

 The Exceptional Individual  Teaching of Math: Early Childhood

 Cultural Foundations of Education  Developing Early Reading and 

Writing

 Infant/Early Childhood Assessment Teaching Reading and Writing in 

Early Childhood

 Child Psychology  Home-School Relations

 Infants & Toddlers: Curriculum & 

Teaching

 Language and Urban Schooling

 Developing Early Childhood Programs  Curriculum and Guidance for Social-

Emotional Learning

 Literature for the Young Child  Reflective Practice in Teaching and 

Learning

 Introduction to Learning and 

Development

 Field Work II in Early Childhood 

Education

 Art and Visual Learning in Elementary 

Education

 Survey of Early Childhood 

Intervention:  Young Children with 

Special Needs

 Curriculum at the Pre-kindergarten & 

Kindergarten Levels

 Making Music Connections with 

Children

 Field Work I in Early Childhood 

Education

 Student Teaching

Four-Year Teacher 

Education Degree Program



U.S. Middle School Teacher Education Curriculum

 Minors provide content knowledge  Field Requirement: 1½ days per week 

PLUS two full weeks (M-R) 

 Professional Urban Linking Seminar  Teaching of Social Studies

 Language & Urban Schooling  Teaching Mathematics, Middle Level

 Teaching Reading, Grades 1 – 3  Instructional Computing III for 

Teachers

 Teaching Language Arts and 

Children’s Literature, Grades 1 - 3

 Professional Urban Linking Seminar

 Intro to Learning and Development  Teaching Reading and Adolescent 

Literature, Grades 4-8

Teaching Science in Elementary 

School

 Teaching Language Arts, Grades 4-8

 Teaching Mathematics, Grades 1-6  Field Requirement: 2 days per week 

PLUS two full weeks (M-R) in a PS

 Instructional Computing II for 

Teachers

 Student teaching is a full-day, full 

public school semester experience 

following the calendar and daily 

schedule of the cooperating school

 Field Experience (Service Learning)  Student Teaching in Middle Childhood-

Early Adolescence Student Teaching 

in Middle Childhood-Early 

Adolescence Seminar in Curriculum & 

Class Mgmt 1-8

 Professional Urban Linking Seminar  Field Requirement: 20 weeks full 

public school semester

 Practice of Classroom Assessment  Portfolio

Four-Year Teacher 

Education Program



 General Education Requirements (GER)

 Knowledge of Content Areas

 Methods Courses

 Focus on the theory of Teaching

 Practice

 Fieldwork (observation, lesson planning, class 

assistance etc.)

 Self- Evaluation

 Student Teaching (independent classroom teaching)

Key Teacher Education 

Components in the 

United States



China

Source: University of Texas at Austin: http://www.utexas.edu/maps





Chinese English Translation

文学学士学位 Bachelor of Arts

教育学士学位 Bachelor of Education

本科 Benke – 4-year degree program 

学院 College

初步教育 Elementary Education

毕业证书 Graduation Certificate

幼儿园教师学校 Kindergarten Teachers’ School

方法 Methods

师范学校 Normal School

教育 Pedagogy, Education

学生教学 Student Teaching

教师培训学校 Teacher Training School

教学实践 Teaching Practice

练习 Training

大学 University

高等中学 Upper Middle School

专科 Zhuanke – 2 or 3-year non-degree program

中学 Middle School

操练, 练习, 谟, 演习, 

习惯, 实践
Practice

幼儿教育 Early Childhood

学龄前 Preschool

小学 Primary

学生 Student

Key Terms and Phrases



Teacher Training Institutions:

 four-year specialized upper middle schools (for kindergarten, 

primary school, and special education teachers)

three-year normal colleges/institutes (Zhuanke专科 programs) 

(for lower middle school teachers, Grades 6-9)

 some integrated upper middle + junior college five-year 

programs

 Four-year normal colleges/universities/institutes (Benke 本科
programs) (for upper middle school teachers, Grades 10-12)

 In-service training provided by education institutes/colleges 

and in-service teacher training schools for teachers of 

secondary, primary, and kindergarten classes

 Teaching Qualification Certificate awarded to in-service teachers 

after 1 year

Graduates of non-education programs need to complete 

education-related courses before applying for the certificate

Teacher Education in China

Law of Teachers (1993 or 1994) sets general standards for the 

profession and level of training



Teacher Education Programs

Nationalized Curriculum

(I) Compulsory courses: ideological and political education, Chinese (including 

methodology of teaching), mathematics (including methodology of teaching), 

physics, chemistry, biology, history, geography, psychology, pedagogy for primary 

schools, basic audio-visual education, physical education, music, fine arts, basic 

computer applications, labour skills. 

(II) Optional courses: this is usually a combination of subjects aimed at advancing 

the student's knowledge and vocational courses 

(III) Teaching practice includes experimental teaching, teaching at primary schools 

under supervision, conducting educational surveys and probation 

(IV) Extracurricular activities are incorporated into seminars, lectures, interest 

groups. 



Graduation Certificate (Zhuanke) 

from Hefei College

Integrated five-year program

专科 - Zhuanke

初步教育 –
Elementary 

Education

Graduation Certificate

1999

2004



Name of School

Type of Degree: 

Education

Specialty -

Major: Preschool 

Education

Bachelor of Education 
China Women’s University - 2007

benke



教育 –

Pedagogy

School’s 

Stamp

Transcript: Four-Year 

Bachelor of Education



Methods Courses

Transcript: Four-Year 

Bachelor of Education



Four-Year Bachelor of Arts 

Degree 

Bachelor of Arts

English - Major

Four-Years Long

Shifan (normal)

Note: student earned a second degree, Bachelor of Education, in the same 

year as well 



Russian Federation

Source: University of Texas at Austin: http://www.utexas.edu/maps 



source: 2005 report on Russia by NORRIC

Education System



Russian English

университет University

колледж College

техникум Technical School

училище Specialized School 

академия Academy

высшее учебное заведение (вуз) Higher Education Institution (HEI: “vuz”)

институт Institute

преподаватель Instructor 

педагог Pedagogue

учитель Teacher

воспитатель Educator

педагог дошкольного образоваия Teacher of Pre-school Education

учитель начальных классов Teacher of Elementary Classes

учитель средных классов Teacher of Secondary Classes

педагогический университет Pedagogical University

образование Education

методология Methodology

педагогическая практика Pedagogical Practice

методика Methods

обучение, учение Teaching

квалификация Qualification

Key Terms and Phrases 



 Teacher Training Institutions

 среднее профессиональное образование non-university 

postsecondary professional education at Училище

(“uchilishche”) or Колледж (“kolledzh”) for Pre-school and lower 

elementary school teachers, 2-4 year programs based on Grade 

9 Basic Education or General Secondary Education (completed 

in Grade 11)

 высшее профессиональное образование university-level 

professional education at Pedagogical Universities, Institutes, 

general Universities, Academies (Lower and upper secondary 

school teachers, but also preschool and lower elementary), 4-

year Bachelor or 5-year Specialist degree programs

Type of Teacher Institution

Pre-primary and primary/basic 

school teachers

Non-university level educational 

institutions (колледж, училище)

Pre-primary and primary/basic 

school teachers, Secondary 

school teachers

University-level institutions; 

Academies, Pedagogical 

Institutes, and Universities

(академия, университет, 

институт)

Teacher Education in the 

Russian Federation



Characteristics of Teacher 

Training Curriculum in Russia
 No certification requirement in Russian Federation

 Curriculum standards centrally designed by the 

Ministry of Education

 Teacher qualifications confirmed through the award 

of a title of teacher, pedagogue, or instructor on the 

diploma

 Preschool and Lower Elementary Teachers do not 

specialize in any particular subjects

 Lower Secondary (Upper Elementary) and Upper 

Secondary teachers choose a teaching major, 

sometimes also a minor

 Pedagogical subjects typically include:

 Elements of Medicine and School Hygiene, History of 

Pedagogy, Developmental Psychology, Pedagogy, 

Methods of Teaching, Audio-Visual Aids in Teaching 

(aka Technical Means of Education), Pedagogical 

Practice, in university-level programs, some students 

also choose a pedagogical specialization and write 

their final thesis on an education-related subject

 Upgrade courses available beyond diploma/degree 

programs at specialized institutions of upgrading of 

qualifications



Russia – Specialized School

Instructor of primary classes

Non-university postsecondary 

professional education (literally: 

intermediate professional 

education)



Four-Year Bachelor’s Degree

Bachelor of Education



Five-Year Specialist Diploma

Teacher of English Language 

and Informatics

Higher Education



Attachment to the Diploma

Practice:

Pedagogical (20 weeks) 



Attachment to the Diploma



Mexico

Source: University of Texas at Austin: http://www.utexas.edu/maps 



Source: Country Education Profiles: Mexico: A Comparative Study; Second Edition 1996 



Key Terms and Phrases
Spanish English

Educación Básica Basic Education

Preescolar Pre-school

Primaria Primary

Secundaria Secondary

Educación Media Superior Higher Secondary Education

Bachillerato General General Baccalaureate

Bachillerato Tecnológico Technological Baccalaureate

Profesional Técnico Technical Professional

Licenciado en Educación Preescolar Licentiate in Preschool Education

Educación Primaria Primary Education

Educación Secundaria Secondary Education

Profesor or Maestro Teacher

Practica Practice (Teaching)

Desarollo Development

Diseño Curricular Curriculum Design

Contenidos de Aprendizaje Learning Content

Laboratorios de Docencia Student Teaching

Observación Observation



Teacher Education in Mexico

 1984 law  bachillerato admission requirement to escuela

normal teacher training programs

 Previously, preschool and primary school teachers 

completed a four-year curriculum following nine years of 

elementary and lower-secondary schooling (i.e. 

Secundaria)

 Escuelas Normales renamed Escuelas Normales

Superiores

 Escuelas Normales Superiores train preschool, primary 

school, secondary school, special education, and physical 

education teachers: 

 Programs for Escuela Normal graduates

 Graduate and continuing education programs. 

 Six-year summer programs (cursos intensivos) 

 Universidad Nacional Pedagógica special three-year 

licenciado

 Universities and Pedagogical Universities: licenciado en 

educación ^ programs



Escuela Normal



Curriculum



Curriculum

1979



Maestro



Intensive Course



Licenciada in Preschool 

Education



Grade Report



Licenciado in Basic 

Education





Secondary Teacher Curriculum 



India

Source: University of Texas at Austin: http://www.utexas.edu/maps



Source: Country Education Profiles: India: A Comparative Study; Second Edition 1996 



Teacher Education in India

 Administration

 National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE), 

established in 1993

 Statutory body to central and state governments

 National Council in Education Research and Training 

(NCERT)

 Assists and advises state and central government 

on all education matters 

 Institutions

 National or State recognized colleges

 Diplomas and Certificates

 Universities 

 Degrees and Diplomas



Minimum Qualification Requirements
Type of Teacher

Minimum Admission 

Requirement

Professional 

Qualification

I Pre-School / 

Nursery

Secondary School Certificate 

(SSC) or its equivalent

Diploma/Certificate in Pre-

school teacher program of 

duration min. 1 yr

II Pre-School / 

Nursery plus first two 

years in a Primary 

school.

Higher Secondary Certificate 

(HSC) or its equivalent with 

at least 45% marks 

Diploma/Certificate in Nursery 

Teacher Training, Diploma in 

Early Childhood Education -

min. two years

III Elementary

(a) Primary

(b) Upper Primary 

(Middle school 

section)

HSC or its equivalent

HSC or its equivalent

Diploma or certificate in Basic 

Education – min. two years. OR 

(iii)Bachelor of Elementary 

Education

Diploma or certificate in 

Elementary Education - min. 

two years.   OR  Bachelor of 

Elementary Education

IV Secondary /High 

School

HSC or its equivalent,

Non-education Bachelor 

degree

Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) 

(4 years after HSC or 1-year 

after Bachelor) OR Four years 

integrated B.Sc., B.Ed. 

V Higher Secondary Bachelor of Education 

(B.Ed.) or its equivalent.  

Masters Degree in relevant 

subject  OR  Two years 

integrated M.Sc.Ed. course or

an equivalent course. 



Curriculum for Four-Year Bachelor of 

Elementary Education (ca.2005 per NCTE)

Hours per 

week

Total 

Marks

Grand 

Total 

Child Development 3 175

Contemporary India 3 100

Nature of Language 2 125

Core Mathematics 2 50

Core Natural Science 2 50

Core Social Sciences 2 50

Cognition & Learning 3 175

Language Acquisition 2 50

Human Relations & 

Communication
2 50

Language Across the 

Curriculum 
3 150

Liberal Course (Optional-I)

English I Mathematics I

Hindi I Physics I

Chemistry I Biology I 

History I Political Science I

Geography I Ecology I 



State-Awarded Certificate



Diploma – Early Childhood 

Education

Note: now 2 yrs required for the program



Curriculum for Early Childhood 

Education

Student Teaching

Methodology



Bachelor of Elementary Education



University of Delhi Bachelor of 

Education



Bachelor of Education

One-year post-Bachelor degree 

in Education



Curriculum for Master of 

Education



Master of Education



Compare & Contrast 

and

What to Watch for

 Programs offered at  various educational levels 

Watch out for:

 Level of Education

 Type of Education

 Date of Education and Status of Institution

 Specific Wording

 Key components of a teacher education program 

 How does an international teacher education 

program compare to the United States model?
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