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Republic of Ukraine 



Republic of Ukraine 

• Independence from USSR in Aug. 1991
• Population 46.3 million
• Slightly smaller than Texas
• Ukrainian language

• Written in Cyrillic
• Similar to Russian

• Russian language common



What’s New in Ukrainian Ed?
• MOES Web site
• Structure of educational system
• Primary/secondary ed: Expanding to 12 yrs, 

entrance exams, secondary VTE, 12-point 
grade scale

• Higher ed: Accreditation of institutions and 
programs, new degrees, HEI Web sites, more 
internationalization

• Document formats, MOES verification database
• Information and advising networks
• New resource materials



Ministry of Education & Science



MOES Archived Site in English





General Change in Ed. Structure
(Johansson 2006)
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Primary/Gen. Sec. Ed.

• Primary 4 yrs. (entry age 6)
• Basic Gen. Sec. 5
• Complete Gen. Sec. 2

Total 11



Voc./Tech. Secondary

• Terminal Credentials:
– Certificate (Basic training after year 9)
– Diploma of Qualified Worker without

Complete General Secondary Education

• Access to higher education:
– Diploma of Qualified Worker with/after

Complete General Secondary Education



Primary/Secondary
Reform began in 2000/01

• Pre-reform structure: 9 + 2
• New structure: 10 + 2

• Class of 2012 first cohort graduating 
from 12-year system.



Secondary Grading
To 

2000
Since 
2000

Ukrainian English US

5 10, 11, 12 Відмінно exc. A

4 7, 8, 9 Добре good B

3 4, 5, 6 Задовілъно sat. C



Original Cert. of Complete 
General Secondary Ed.

Format since 1998







Admission to Higher Ed

• Complete General Secondary Ed.
• Entrance examinations in 2 subjects
• Unified testing system being 

developed, now in pilot phase



Higher Ed. Institutions
by Ownership

Total 920 HEIs

• State-owned (MOES)
• Autonomous Republic of Crimea
• Communal (local authority)
• Private (199 institutions)



Types & Numbers of HEIs

199

184

125
58 1

353

Tech. & Uch. Colleges Univ.
Institutes Academies Conserv.



Licensing and Accreditation

• Licensing: Authorization of institution as 
education provider, given status of  
legal person.

• Accreditation: Quality assurance of 
state standard; granted by MOES 
based on decision of State 
Accreditation Commission (SAC)



Accreditation Sequence

1. Institution is licensed.
2. Accreditation of programs.
3. Accreditation of institution only after 

at least 75% of its programs are 
accredited.

4. Only accredited institutions can give 
state standard diplomas.



Accreditation Levels (I-IV)

Minimum level of accreditation 
required to offer programs:

Level I Junior Specialist
Level II Bachelor
Level III Specialist & Master (some programs)
Level IV Specialist, Master (at least 75% of

programs), Candidate, Doctor



3 Ways to Confirm Accreditation



Higher Education Degree Levels

• Higher VTE Junior Specialist
• 1st Cycle (Basic) Bachelor
• 2nd Cycle (Complete) Master
• Prof. (Complete) Specialist
• Research Cand. of Sciences
• Advanced Research Doctor of Sciences





Junior Specialist

• Evolved from USSR voc./tech. ed.
– Tekhnikum
– Uchilishche

(technology, nursing/healthcare, 
preschool & primary teacher 
training, etc.)

• USSR era: secondary education
• 1992: upgrade to higher education



Junior Specialist

Since 1992, reform includes:

• Upgrading of faculty credentials
• Curriculum development
• Market-economy oriented
• New technology-based programs
• Labor market needs
• Links between Jr. Specialist and 

university-level programs



School types:
• At least Level I accreditation
• Tekhnikum, uchilische, kolledzh
• Separate institutions or affiliated to a 

university-type HEI
Profiles/programs:
• Technology, agriculture, healthcare, 

preschool & primary teacher training, etc.

Junior Specialist



Junior Specialist:
Admission, Program & Credential

Basis of 
Adm.

Length
(years)

Content Credential Access

Complete
Gen. Sec. 
Education
(11 yrs)

2-3 Occupational 
subjects

Diploma with 
employment 
qualification

Shorter higher 
education leading 
to Bachelor or 
Specialist

Incomplete 
Sec. Ed. 
(9 yrs)

3-4 Occupational 
subjects + 
Complete 
General
Secondary 
Education

Diploma with 
Complete Gen. 
Sec. Ed. and 
employment 
qualification

Shorter higher 
education leading 
to Bachelor or 
Specialist



Junior Specialist





Bachelor
Basis of 

Adm.
Length
(years)

Content Credential Access

Complete
Gen. Sec. 
Education
(11 yrs)

Level III 
= 3

Level IV 
= 4

Common subjects;
basic, advanced and 
special subjects in 
the specialty; term 
papers; practical 
training; final project; 
state exams 

Diploma Master or 
Specialist

Junior
Specialist

Shorter 
program; 
designed 
by 
receiving
institution

As determined by 
receiving institution.

Diploma Master or 
Specialist



Diploma of Bachelor



Specialist

Basis of 
Adm.

Length
(years)

Content Credential Access

Complete
Gen. Sec. 
Education
(11 yrs)

5

(6 for 
medicine)

Similar to bachelor; 
more emphasis on 
professional subjects 

Diploma with 
employment 
qualification

Master
or
Cand. of 
Sciences

Bachelor 1 or 1.5, 
based on 
field of 
study

As determined by 
receiving institution.

Diploma with 
employment 
qualification

Master
or
Cand. of 
Sciences



Diploma of Specialist



Master

Basis of 
Adm.

Length
(years)

Content Credential Access

Bachelor 1 or 2, 
based on 
field of 
study

Advanced subjects in 
the specialty, 
research for thesis, 
thesis, state exams

Diploma Cand. of 
Sciences



Diploma of Master



Candidate of Sciences

Basis of 
Adm.

Length
(years)

Content Credential Access

Specialist 
or
Master

3 Qualifying exam, 
possibly courses, 
research, thesis, 
thesis exam and 
public defense

Diploma 
issued by 
Highest 
Attestation 
Commission

Doctor of 
Sciences, 
academic 
rank of 
Docent



Candidate of Sciences



Doctor of Sciences

Basis of 
Adm.

Length
(years)

Content Credential Access

Candidate 
of 
Sciences

3 Preparation and 
defense of 
dissertation 
(expansion of 
Candidate thesis)

Diploma 
issued by 
Highest 
Attestation 
Commission

Doctor of 
Sciences, 
academic 
rank of 
Professor



Documentation

• Higher Ed Completion Documents:
– Diploma
– Diploma Addendum (“transcript”)
– Since 1998, standard formats from accredited 

institutions, security features, verifiable online
• Incomplete Higher Ed:

– Academic Certificate (“transcript”)
– Not a uniform format



Diploma Addendum
Bachelor, Sample p. 5



Page 2: Column Headings: 
Name of Discipline (1), Hours of Instruction (2), Grade (3)



Academic Certificate



Converting Hours to US Credits

• Add up total hours 
• Identify number of FT 

years in program or 
completed by student

• Calculate mathematically 
to arrive at 30 US s.h. 
credit per year



Higher Ed. Grading

Num. Ukrainian English US

5 Відмінно excellent A
4 Добре good B
3 Задовілъно satisfactory C

залик credit P
Зараховано passed P
не Зараховано failed F



Grading scale info shown on Addendum



Diploma with Honors 
(“Red” Diploma)



Document Verification

Accredited HEIs issue state standard documents
• Until 1993: Soviet standard
• 1993-1998: Ukraine booklet format 

• From 1998: New laminated format



Format Since 1998

• Printed by state printing house 
PK “Ukraina”

• Security features:
Lamination, security paper, micro 
texts, micro nets; watermarks, 
holograms, images visible in UV light



OSVITA Official Database of 
Atestat & Diploma Docs

in State Standard Format



Not verified: 
Red

Verified: Green



Illegal & Bogus Institutions
Examples:

• Education providers with no MOES license
• “Mezhdunarodnaya Kadrovaya Akademiya”, 

an organization issuing diplomas with the 
name of the Council of Europe and 
UNESCO 

• Branches of accredited Russian HEIs with no 
registration or licence in Ukraine



Documents & Papers For Sale
• Easily obtainable, including on several Web sites
• Issued on request, in state standard format with all 

security features
• Unknown number of dealers 
• Credentials and term/research papers for sale:

– Secondary education certificates
– Diploma of Junior Specialist
– Diplomas of Bakalavr, Specialist, Magistr
– + transcripts
– Dissertations, course papers, diploma theses (“second 

hand theses”)



www.dip-loms.ru
Price list

www.ukr-dip.ru
Documents on offer

http://www.dip-loms.ru/
http://www.ukr-dip.ru/


The Bologna Process

• Ukraine joined in 2005
• Plans underway to introduce ECTS 

and Diploma Supplement
• Many resources online



Resources

• Ukrainian alphabet, language
• AACRAO IES and EDGE
• MOES, other ministries
• UNESCO-CEPES
• EducationUSA Advising Centers
• ENIC-NARIC Network
• Institutional Web sites



Review of What’s New
• MOES Web site with inst. profiles
• Structure of educational system
• Document formats, security features, 

verification database
• Primary/secondary ed: Expanding to 12 yrs, 

secondary VTE, 12-pt. grade scale
• Higher ed: Accreditation of institutions and 

programs, new degrees, HEI Web sites, 
more internationalization

• Information and advising networks
• Reports on Bologna and other developments



Thank you!

Gunnar Vaht 
Head of Estonian ENIC 
gunnar@archimedes.ee

Ann M. Koenig
AACRAO International Education Services
akoenig@aacraosw.org
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