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Elementary and Secondary Education System

Szkoła podstawowa

(Elementary School)

(6 years)

Gimnazjum

(Middle School) (3 years)

Zasadnicza Szkoła Zawodowa

(Basic Vocational School)

(2-3 years)

Liceum / Technikum Uzupełniające 

(Supplementary Secondary/Technical 
School) 

(2-3 years) Liceum 

OR 

Liceum Profilowane

(General or Specialized 
Secondary School)

(3 years)

Technikum

(Technical Secondary 
School) 

(4 years)
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Egzamin dojrzałości (Maturity exam)



Świadectwo dojrzałości (maturity certificate)

jednolite studia 

magisterskie

(unified magister studies: 

long-cycle studies)

4,5-6 years studia 

pierwszego 

stopnia
(first-cycle studies)

3-4 years

Kolegium  

Nauczycielskie/

Nauczycielskie  

Kolegium Języków 

Obcych

(teacher training 

college)

3 years

Studium 

policealne
(post-secondary 

studies)

1-2 years

studia drugiego 

stopnia
(second-cycle studies)

1,5-2 years

studia doktoranckie
(doctoral studies)

3-4 years

Studia podyplomowe
(Post-diploma studies)

1-2  years

habilitacja
(habilitation)

Świadectwo ukończenia liceum/ technikum … (secondary /technical school leaving certificate)

Higher Education System



Higher Education

457 Higher Education Institutions

• public HEIs (uczelnie publiczne) – 138

- university type – 97

- non-university type – 35

• church institutions financed from the 
state budget – 6

• non-public (uczelnie niepubliczne) – 319

1 937 404 students

• public HEIs – 1 276 937

- full-time – 940 204

- part-time – 997 200

• non-public HEIs – 633 837

- full-time – 118 620

- part-time – 515 217

Source: Szkolnictwo wyższe 2007. Dane podstawowe. 
Ministerstwo Nauki i Szkolnictwa Wyższego. Warszawa 2009



Higher Education Institutions
• Universities – uniwersytety

• Technical universities – politechniki

• Agricultural academies and universities of natural sciences – akademie rolnicze i 

uniwersytety przyrodnicze

• Academies of economics – akademie ekonomiczne

• Pedagogical academies – akademie pedagogiczne

• Higher pedagogical schools – wyzsze szkoły pedagogiczne

• Medical academies / universities – uczelnie medyczne (Ministry of Health)

• Academies of physical education – academie wychowania fizycznego

• Academies of music, fine arts, theatre and cimematography – akademie muzyczne, sztuk 

pieknych, teatralne i filmowe (Ministry of Health and National Heritage)

• Academies of theology - akademie teologiczne

• Maritime Academies – akademie morskie (Ministry of Infrastructure)

• Military schools - szkoły wojskowe (Ministry of National Defence)

• Public schools of higher professional education – panstwowe wyzsze szkoły zawodowe

• Non-public higher schools - niepanstwowe wyzsze szkoły

• Non-public schools of higher professional education – niepanstwowe wyzsze szkoły 

zawodowe  

• Others

http://www.eng.nauka.gov.pl/ms/index.jsp?place=Menu01&news_cat_id=-1&layout=0 (English version)
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Maturity examination
• uniform, centrally organized (since 2005)

• oral part (assessed at school):

- compulsory subjects: Polish (uniform level), modern foreign language 

(basic or extended level), minority language (uniform level)

- additional exams: modern foreign language (extended level), minority 

language (uniform level), regional language (uniform level)

• written part (assessed externally):

- compulsory subjects: Polish, modern foreign language, 1 of the 11 

predefined subjects (basic or extended level), minority language (uniform 

level)

- additional subjects: 1-3 of the predefined 15 subjects (extended level)
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Maturity examination
• assessment: 0-100%, 30% required for pass in each 

compulsory subject (no matter at which level the exam is taken)

• results of written exams in additional subjects have no influence 

on passing the exam but are listed on the certificate

• exemption from the maturity examination – laureates and 

finalists of national subject-specific competitions

• graduates of general, specialized, technical secondary school, 

graduates of supplementary general and technical secondary 

school

• maturity certificate (świadectwo dojrzałości)

• students have the right to take the examination again – annex to 

the maturity certificate

http://www.cke.edu.pl/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=291&Itemid=163

(English version)

http://www.cke.edu.pl/
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Admission to Higher Education
Admission to first-cycle and long-cycle studies:

• based on the results of the maturity examination

• HEIs specify which results of the maturity examination provide basis for 
admission to the programme 

• additional entry exams upon the consent of the minister responsible for 
higher education in 3 cases:

- knowledge/skills not assessed by the maturity exam

- “old” maturity exams

- foreign secondary school leaving certificates

• number of places available defined by HEIs, in medical fields –defined  by 
Ministry of Health

• additional admission conditions and procedures defined by HEIs and 
published by 31st May of the year preceding the academic year to which 
they refer

Admission to second cycle studies:

• first-cycle degree or second-cycle degree

• specific requirements defined by an individual HEI
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Bologna-compliant degree system
• Law on Higher Education of 1990 – HEIs are given the  

possibility to offer 3-4 year higher vocational studies followed by 
1,5-2 year supplementary magister studies

• Law of 1997 – binary system (Prawo o wyższych szkołach 
zawodowych). In force until 2005.

• Law on Higher Education of 2005 – HEIs are required to 
introduce two-cycle studies (first-cycle followed by second-
cycle), however:

– acting, art conservation and restoration, moving image production and 
photography, pharmacy, medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, medical 
analysis, law, canon law, psychology – are provided only as long cycle 
programmes

– theology and directing – are  provided either as long or two-cycle 
programmes

– cosmetology, dental technology, medical rescue, social work – are provided 
only as first cycle programmes
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Degrees after 10th February 2009

First-cycle

• inżynier

• inżynier architekt

• inżynier architekt krajobrazu 

• inżynier pożarnictwa

• licencjat 

• licencjat pielęgniarstwa 

• licencjat położnictwa

Second-cycle, long -cycle

• magister 

• magister inżynier 

• magister inżynier architekt 

• magister inżynier architekt krajobrazu 

• magister inżynier pożarnictwa 

• magister pielęgniarstwa 

• magister położnictwa 

• magister sztuki 

• magister farmacji

• lekarz

• lekarz dentysta

• lekarz weterynarii
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Study programmes
Educational standards defined:

• in the minister’s regulation (118 fields of study)

• by a higher education institution

• graduate profile

• min. number of the study load in hours, ECTS credits and years of 
study

• min. content of the curriculum and learning outcomes to be attained

• min. number of hours in core subjets 

• min. number of hours in social subjects, humanities, foreign 
languages, sports, information technology etc. 

• examinations, practical placements and internships etc.

www.nauka.gov.pl

http://www.nauka.gov.pl/


First-, second-, long-cycle studies

Students who have:

• completed all subjects and internships or practical placement envisaged 
in the curriculum

• submitted and defended a diploma project/thesis 
(if envisaged in the curriculum)

• obtained a number of ECTS credits envisaged in the educational 
standards

are awarded a state format higher education diploma (new formats after

10th February 2009):

- first-cycle: dyplom ukończenia studiów pierwszego stopnia

- second-cycle: dyplom ukończenia studiów drugiego stopnia

- long-cycle: dyplom ukończenia jednolitych studiów magisterskich 

All degrees prepare students for labour market and give access to

further studies.
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Diploma Supplement

• pilot project promoting Diploma Supplement coordinated by 

ENIC/NARIC (2000-2001) 

• issued voluntarily by HEIs before 2005

• mandatory from 1 January 2005:

– part B of the diploma – up to 30 June 2009

– Diploma Supplement – from 1 July 2009         

• issued automatically and free of charge in Polish 

• Issued upon request in foreign language (English, German, 

French, Spanish, Russian)

10/13/2009



ECTS

• introduced voluntarily by HEIs in the mid-1990s

• implementation into Polish law:

– the Regulation on the Requirements and Procedures of the 
Transfer of Student Achievements (Rozporządzenie Ministra Nauki 
i Szkolnictwa Wyższego w sprawie warunków i trybu przenoszenia 
osiągnieć studenta)

– (in force since January, 1 2007)

• ECTS credits are:

– used for transfer and accumulation of credits in the first-cycle, 
second-cycle and long-cycle studies 

– linked to learning outcomes 

1 ECTS = learning outcomes attained by average students after 25-30 hours of 
work (both in the class and individual work of the student). 
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ECTS

• ECTS credits in Poland are given for:

– completion of subjects and internships foreseen in the study 
programme 

– preparation of the diploma thesis and preparation for the diploma 
examination, in accordance with the teaching standards (first-cycle: 
10-15 ECTS, second-cycle and long-cycle: 20 ECTS)

• 27-33 ECTS per semester, no less than 60 per year

• number of ECTS credits to complete studies: 

– first-cycle studies  180 – 240 

– second-cycle studies 90 - 120 

– long-cycle studies 270 - 360    

10/13/2009



Elementary and Secondary School 

Grading System

Numeric grade Word descriptor (common 

abbreviation)

English translation

6 Celujący (cel.) outstanding, excellent

5 bardzo dobry (bdb) very good

4 dobry (db) good

3 dostateczny (dst) satisfactory

2 dopuszczający (late 1990s – present)

mierny (early-mid 1990s)

admissible

mediocre

(lowest passing grade)

1 niedostateczny (ndst) unsatisfactory, fail
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Higher Education Grading Scales

Numeric grade 

(decimal half-mark)

Word descriptor (common 

abbreviation)

English Translation

5 bardzo dobry (bdb) very good

4+ (4.5) dobry + (db+)

ponad dobry (pdb)

good +

above good

4 dobry (db) good

3+ (3.5) dostateczny+ (dst+)

dość dobry (ddb)

satisfactory+

almost good

3 dostateczny (dst) satisfactory

zaliczenie (zal.) ungraded pass

2 niedostateczny (ndst) unsatisfactory, fail
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Some HEIs use a 1-6 grading system (same as used in elementary and 
secondary schools), the grade of „zaliczenie” is used at all HEIs



Third-cycle studies (doctoral) studies
• access: second-cycle or long-cycle degree

• duration: 3-4 years

• credits: -

• degree: doktor

• offered by HEIs and scientific institutes 

• award: świadectwo ukończenia studiów doktoranckich (Certificate of 
Completed Doctoral Studies)

Degree of doktor (state format diploma) is conferred to those who have:

• completed all subjects envisaged in the curriculum

• documented their research 

• passed all the examinations envisaged in the curriculum

• submitted defended a doctoral dissertation (public defense)

Enrolment in a doctoral programme is not a precondition for the award

of the degree of doktor.

Holder of a degree of doktor can apply for a degree of doktor habilitowany.
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Quality Assurance

• Państwowa Komisja Akredytacyjna– PKA (State Accreditation 
Committee) http://www.pka.edu.pl/
http://www.pka.edu.pl/www_en/index.php (English version) 

• Konfederacja Rektorów Akademickich Szkół Polskich – KRASP 
(Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in Poland)
http://www.krasp.org.pl/ or 
http://www.krasp.org.pl/index.php?sect=main&lang=en (English 
version)

• Rada Główna Szkolnictwa Wyższego  (General Council for 
Higher Education) http://www.rgsw.edu.pl/
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Quality Assurance (cont.):

Polska Komisja Akredytacyjna - PKA (State Accreditation Committee)

• established on 1 January 2002

• currently operates on the basis of the Law on Higher Education of 
2005. It has two major responsibilities:
– assessment of the quality of education in individual fields of study

– giving opinions on applications for the establishment of new HEIs, the 
extension of permits for the establishment of non-public institutions, for 
the authorisation for HEIs to establish new degree programmes. PKA’s 
opinions and evaluations are submitted to the minister responsible for 
higher education who makes a decision.

http://www.pka.edu.pl/index.php?page=misja or 
http://www.pka.edu.pl/www_en/index.php (English version)
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• PKA provides quality assessment at the level of study programmes

• programmes to be assessed are identified by PKA on annnual basis 

• following methods are used: self evaluation, site visits, written 
assessment reports, published quality assessments results, and a 
follow up procedure

• PKA’s procedures comply with the European Standards and 
Guidelines

• PKA is a full member of European Association for Quality Assurance in 
Higher Education (ENQA) for 5 years

• PKA is listed in European Quality Assurance Register for Higher 
Education (EQAR) for the period of 5 years



Internal Quality Assurance

• the Law on Higher Education of 2005 specifies two obligatory 
elements of internal quality assurance systems: 
– student evaluation questionnaires, 

– teacher performance appraisal to be carried out every four years;

• the Regulation on national standards for degree programmes of 
2007 states that all institutions are required to ensure high 
quality of education and establish an internal quality assurance 
system. 

• analysis of the internal quality assurance systems is part of 
every single assessment of the quality of education done by 
PKA. Results of such an assessment are presented in a report 
concerning issues that refer to a given site-visit.
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Post-secondary, non-higher education

Szkoła policealna, studium policealne (Post-Lyceal School, Post-
Lyceal Study)

• admission: świadectwo ukończenia liceum/technikum ... 
(Secondary School Leaving Certificate)

• duration: 1- 2 years

• public (publiczne) and non-public with the public school rights
(niepubliczne z uprawnieniami szkoły publicznej)

• credentials (state format):
- świadectwo ukończenia szkoły policealnej (Certificate of 
Completion of a Post-Lyceal School), plus

- dyplom uzyskania tytułu zawodowego (Diploma of Conferred 
Professional Title)

• no credits within higher education

• Professional/vocational rights only



Teacher Training Colleges

Two types of institutions:

• Kolegium Nauczycielskie (Teacher Training College)

• Nauczycielskie Kolegium Języków Obcych (Foreign Language 
Teacher Training College)

• non-higher education training

• established and functioning on the basis of an agreement with a 
higher education institution

• admission: maturity certificate

• duration: 3 years

• Credentials: dyplom ukończenia kolegium nauczycielskiego
(Diploma of Completion of the Teacher Training College)

• possibility to obtain a first-cycle degree of licencjat from a 
cooperating higher education institution



Studia podyplomowe 

(Post-Diploma Studies)

• access: first-cycle, second-cycle or long-cycle degree 

• duration: 1-2 years

• no credits within higher education

• purpose: upgrading of professional qualifications

• award: świadectwo ukończenia studiów podyplomowych

(Certificate of Completion of Post-Diploma Studies) (state format)

10/13/2009



Useful resources
• http://www.eng.nauka.gov.pl Ministry of Science and Higher Education

• http://www.cke.edu.pl/ Central Examination Board 
– http://www.cke.edu.pl/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=291&Itemid=163

(English version)

• http://www.krasp.org.pl/ Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in 

Poland
– http://www.krasp.org.pl/index.php?sect=main&lang=en (English version)

• http://www.pka.edu.pl/ State Accreditation Committee
– http://www.pka.edu.pl/www_en/index.php (English version)

• http://www.rgsw.edu.pl/ General Council for Higher Education

• http://www.buwiwm.edu.pl/ Bureau for Academic Recognition and 

International Exchange (Polish ENIC/NARIC)

• http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/Eurydice/EuryPresentation

EURYBASE database on national systems of education

• Online dictionaries:
– http://www.wikiled.com/default.aspx

– http://translate.google.com/#
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SAMPLE DOCUMENTS 

Documentation Practices and
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Secondary School Leaving Certificate
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Certificate from a specialty-profiled lyceum



New Maturity Certificate

10/13/2009

Oral exam results (left)

Written exam results (right)

„egzamin ... z przedmiotów 

obowiązkowych”  (exams ... 

in compulsory subjects)

For a specimen translated into English, see 

http://www.cke.edu.pl/images/stories/English/swi

adectwo2.pdf



Pre-2008 Maturity Certificate format (honours student)
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Diploma of Completion of a Post-Lyceal School and a 

Diploma of Conferred Professional Title

10/13/2009



Teacher Training College Diploma
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Higher Education Documents

• Official diploma duplicate copies („ODPIS”)

• Diploma Supplement

• Non-standard transcripts

• Indeks (Study Book)
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Diploma of Completed Higher Professional Studies
(Certified Copy – cover page)
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Diploma of Completed Higher Professional Studies
(Certified Copy – inside)



Diploma of Completed Higher Professional Studies
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Higher Education Diploma
(uniform dentistry program)
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English 

version 

issued upon 

request or to 

foreign 

students



Higher Education Diploma
(magister program)

10/13/2009



European Diploma Supplement
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Indeks
(Study book)
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Semester credit confirmation
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Diploma thesis defense and 

confirmation of diploma



New diploma formats approved as of 

December 2008

• Cover page indicates the level of completed studies:

– Pierwszego stopnia (first cycle)

– Drugiego stopnia (second cycle)

– Jednolitych studiów magisterskich (unified master studies)

– ...prowadzonych wspólnie (carried out together)  for dual or 

multi-institution programs

• Inside:

– Full name, date and place of birth moved to the left side, 

below the photograph and above the diploma number

• New formats for the Certificate of Doctoral Studies 

and Certificate of Post-Diploma Studies 

• Individual course completion certificate
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New Higher Education Diploma layout
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New Certificate of Completed Doctoral Studies 

format
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New Certificate of Post-Diploma Studies 

format
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