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OUTLINES OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS OF THE @
USSR AND EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

Compiled by Marilyn Umehara in cooperation with Erika Popovych

The educational systems of the USSR and the Eastern European countries of Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany,
Hungary, Poland, Romania, and Yugoslavia are outlined below. Only a few general schema of the systems have been included

for each country. This is not intended as an in-depth study, and should not be regarded as such.

When the Bolsheviks overthrew the
Tsaristregimein Russiain 1917 and Com-
munists won control over Eastern Euro-
pean countries in the years following
World War I, Socialist political systems
were installed which secularized educa-
tion and made it widely accessible.

Where higher education had existed

in these countries it had been elitist, and
in most cases, denied to peasants and the
working classes, and even to women of the
upper classes. Illiteracyamong the masses
was widespread. This changed under
the egalitarian ideals of Socialism.
: A primary goal was to eradicate illit-
"~ eracy. In all these countries dynamic
growth in enrollments and in the number
of higher education institutions took
place under Communist rule. Special em-
phasis was put on programs of study for
workers, allowing them access to higher
education while working.

Education is free at all levels.
Schooling follows uniform programs, with
minor exceptions. Curricula and exami-
nations are centrally controlled at all lev-
els. Where substantial ethnic minority
populations exist, it is the stated goal to
offer education in their own languages.
Marxist studies were required in all cur-
ricula until recently, and in some cases,
military service ora period of work ex-
perience was mandatory before moving
on to the next level of education.

Although Socialist ideals have shaped
the educational systems of these coun-
tries, diversity exists in the educational
patterns, the nomenclature of diplomas
and certificates awarded, and the varying
emphasis placed by countries on techni-
cal/professional programs at tertiary level.

ELEMENTARY & SECON-
DARY EDUCATION

All the countries under study have
eight years of compulsory education ex-
cept for Romania and East Germany,
which have 10-year compulsory systems.

In seeking ways to make education
better serve the economic and social needs
of the state, each country has incorpo-
rated certain vocational or technical tracts
of study into their secondary system, in
addition to general education.

Highly skilled technicians, nurses,
and--in some cases--primary and lower
elementary school teachers, are edu-
cated at secondary level.

Upon graduation from academic
high school, students earn a state certifi-
cate or diploma which generally grants
access to higher education, although
university entrance examinations are re-
quired in most of these countries.

Some secondary vocational pro-
grams incorporate apprenticeships which
give graduates certification as skilled work-
ersbutdonot grant accessto higheredu-
cation. Other vocational/technical pro-
grams resultina technical diploma which
permits access to higher education.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Higher education is offered at uni-
versities and at institutes originally de-
rived from universities (medical schools,
agricultural institutes, and academies of
economics) as well as at institutions spe-
cializing in technical sciences, such as
polytechnics. Graduate studies and re-
search are done at research institutes

under the aegis of academies, such as the
Academy of Science.

Student intake is determined by
manpower needs. In most countries
higher education degrees are validated
and awarded by state commissions.

Graduates of the various types of
higher education institutions receive
university level diplomas which are con-
sidered equal , regardless of the type of
institution attended. Socialist countries
also have mutual recognition of each
other’s diplomas.

SUMMARY Q

Dramatic political changes underway
in the USSR and Eastern Europe are al-
ready affecting their systems of education.

The Soviet Union is calling for “decen-
tralization” of its higher education sys-
tem under perestroika. Institutions of
higher education in Romania, Hungary,
Czechoslovakia and Poland are struggling
to adjust to greater autonomy. The two
Germanys are scheduled to reunite. The
republics which constitute Yugoslavia,
and each maintain control over their edu-
cational systems, seem intent on going
their separate ethnic paths. Even Albania
and Bulgaria, which have maintained their
allegiance to Socialism, are allowing their
students some freedom of movement.

Rapid change in these volatile times is
the only certainty. Students from these
countries who will be seeking study op-
portunities abroad for the next few years
areall products of the systems described
below. The time has come to familiarize
ourselves with their systems and to make )
them welcome. w/
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Country

Institution
Credential

Assessment

@ Institution

Credential

Assessment:

Institution
Credential

Assessment

_

2

YUGOSLAVIA

University of Skopje (also known as Kiril and Metodij University in Skopje)
DIPLOMA, I STEPEN (First Phase)

Admission to this program follows high school graduation. The Diploma was
awarded following completion of I stepen of an electrotechnical engineering
program (two to three years of study). Emphasis in the “first phase” of
studies is on practical work. It is equivalent to an associate degree from a
community college in the United States.

University of Zagreb
DIPLOMA, II STEPEN (Second Phase)

The Diploma was awarded following completion of I7 stepen of an electrical
engineering program (two to three years of study after I stepen). It
should be noted that admission to the “second phase” could also
follow high school graduation and the successful completion of a univer-
sity entrance examination. It is equivalent to a bachelor’s degree in
electrical engineering from an accredited institution in the United States.

University of Zagreb
DIPLOMA, III STEPEN (Third Phase)

The diploma was awarded following completion of II] stepen of an electrical
engineering program (one to two years of study). It is equivalent to a master’s
degree in electrical engineering from an accredited institution in the United
States.




