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COUNTRY OVERVIEW
Land

The Russian Federation or Russia (Poccuiickas @enepanus or Poccusi; Rossijskaya
Federatziya or Rossiya) is a country that covers Eastern Europe and Northern Asia. With
an area of 17,075,200 square kilometres, it is the largest country in the world, covering
almost twice the territory of the next largest country, Canada. It has the world's eighth
largest population of 142,893,540 (July 2006 estimate).

Geography and Climate

Most of the land consists of broad plain with low hills west of Ural mountains; vast
coniferous forest and tundra in Siberia; uplands and mountains along southern border
regions. Mount Elbrus, located in the western Caucasus mountains near the border of
Georgia, is Europe's highest peak (5,642 m). Russia is the coldest country in the world
(the mid-annual temperature is —5.5°C), although the variety of climates within Russia
makes such comparison somewhat misleading. Russian climate ranges from steppe
climate in the south to humid continental in much of European Russia and from sub-
arctic in Siberia to tundra climate in the polar north. Winters vary from cool along Black
Sea coast to frigid in Siberia and summers vary from warm in the steppes to cool along
Arctic coast.

Russia shares land borders with the following countries: Norway, Finland, Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Belarus, Ukraine, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, China,
Mongolia and North Korea. It is also close to the United States, Canada, Armenia, Iran,
Turkey, and Japan across stretches of water.

Figure 1. Map of the Russian Federation
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People and Language

The Russian Federation is home to as many as 160 different ethnic groups and
indigenous peoples. Nearly all of these groups live together in their respective regions;
Russians are the only people significantly represented in every region of the country.

Table 1. Ethnic Composition of Russian Federation (2002 Census)

Ethnicity %
Russian 79.8
Tatar 3.8
Ukrainian 2
Bashkir 1.2
Chuvash 1.1
Chechen 0.9
Armenian 0.8
Avars, Azerbaijanis, Belarusians, Buryats, Chinese, Evenks, Georgians, 10.3
Germans, Greeks, Ingushes, Inuit, Jews, Kalmyks, Karelians, Kazakhs, Koreans,

Maris, Mordvins, Nenetses, Ossetians, Poles, Tuvans, Udmurts, Uzbeks, Yakuts,

etc

The Russian language is the most widespread of the Slavic languages. It is the only
official language, but the individual republics have often made their native language co-
official next to Russian. Cyrillic alphabet is the only official script, which means that
these languages must be written in Cyrillic in official texts. Russia is a highly literate

society (99.6%, 2003 estimate).

Table 2. Letters of the Russian Cyrillic Alphabet and Latin Transcription

A B B r i E E K 3 | U |
A Be Ve Ge De Ye Yo Zhe Ze I Short I
K JI M H 0] IT P C T Yy ()
Ka El Em En o Pe Er Es Te U Ef
X 0 4 I 11 b bl b 2 O A
Kha Tse Che Sha Shcha | Hard sign | Yery [ Soft sign E Yu Ya
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavic_languages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Be_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ve_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ge_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ye_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yo_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zhe_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ze_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ka_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Em_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/En_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pe_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Er_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Es_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Te_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ef_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kha_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tse_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Che_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sha
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shcha_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yery
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soft_sign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yu_(Cyrillic)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ya_(Cyrillic)

Table 3. Russian Transliteration Table

Russian English Russian English Russian English
Aa Aa Kk Kk X x Hh
b0 Bb Jla L1 I 1 Tztz
BB Vv M m M m Yy Ch ch
I'r Gg Hnu Nn I m Sh sh
dn Dd Oo Oo I 1x Shch

shch
Ee Ee IIn Pp bb '
Eé Yo yo Pp Rr bl b1 Yy
Kok Zh zh Cce S's b s '
33 Zz TT Tt ek Ee
N n Ii Yy Uu 10 10 Yu yu
W ii Jj D Ff As Yaya
History
Vikings

The Vikings also known as Rus came to Russia in the 9th century AD through the
trade routes from Sweden down the Russian rivers. They founded the great cities of
Staraja Ladoga, Kiev and Novgorod. The Rus seem to have kept mainly to the regions
along the rivers - their relations with the Slavs being mostly confined to exacting tribute
and raiding for slaves. Among their neighbours was the empire of the Khazars, stretching
around the Black Sea from the Danube to the Caspian. The Khazars were a Turkic race
who had been converted to Judaism in the 8th century AD, and according to some
sources were the overlords of the Rus. According to the Russian Primary Chronicle,
compiled in Kiev in the early 12th century, the Slavs invited the Swedish chieftain Rurik
and his two brothers to rule them in 862 AD.

Tsars

Founded in the 12th century, the Principality of Muscovy, was able to emerge from
over 200 years of Tatar-Mongol domination (13th-15th centuries) and to gradually
conquer and absorb surrounding principalities. In the early 17th century, a new Romanov
Dynasty of Russian Tsars continued this policy of expansion across Siberia to the Pacific.
Tsar Peter the Great (ruled 1682-1725) extended Russian territory to the Baltic Sea and
the country was renamed the Russian Empire. During the 19th century, Russia made
more territorial acquisitions in Europe and Asia.

Communism
Repeated defeats of the Russian army in World War I led to widespread rioting in
the major cities of the Russian Empire and to the overthrow in 1917 of the imperial

household. The Communists under Vladimir Lenin seized power soon after and formed
the USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics). Joseph Stalin (1928-53) strengthened
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communist rule and Russian dominance of the Soviet Union at a cost of tens of millions
of lives. The Soviet economy and society stagnated in the following decades until
General Secretary of the Communist Party Mikhail Gorbachev (1985-91) introduced
glasnost (openness) and perestroika (restructuring) in an attempt to modernize
Communism.

Post-Communism

Gorbachev’s initiatives inadvertently released forces that by December 1991
splintered the USSR into Russia and 14 other independent republics. Since then, Russia
has struggled in its efforts to build a democratic political system and market economy to
replace the strict social, political, and economic controls of the Communist period. While
some progress has been made on the economic front, recent years have seen a
recentralization of power under Vladimir Putin and the erosion of young democratic
institutions.

Table 4. The Former and Current Names of the Former USSR Republics.

Former Name

Current Name

Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic

Republic of Armenia

Azerbaijani Soviet Socialist Republic

Republic of Azerbaijan

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic

Republic of Belarus

Estonian Soviet Socialist Republic

Republic of Estonia

Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic

Republic of Georgia

Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic

Republic of Kazakhstan

Kirghiz Soviet Socialist Republic Kyrgyz Republic
Latvian Soviet Socialist Republic Republic of Latvia
Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic Republic of Lithuania
Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic Republic of Moldova

Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic

Russian Federation

Tajik Soviet Socialist Republic Republic of Tajikistan
Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic Turkmenistan
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic Ukraine

Uzbek Soviet Socialist Republic Republic of Uzbekistan
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Administration

The Russian Federation consists of many different federal jurisdictions, making a
total of 88 constituent components. There are 21 republics within the federation that
enjoy a high degree of autonomy on most issues and these correspond to some of Russia's
ethnic minorities. The remaining territory consists of 48 oblast (provinces) and seven krai
(territories), as well as nine autonomous okrug (autonomous districts), and one
autonomous oblast. Beyond these there are two federal cities (Moscow and St.
Petersburg). Recently, seven extensive federal districts have been added as a new layer
between the above subdivisions and the national level. The national capital is Moscow.
The President (Vladimir Putin, from May 7, 2000 to present) is the chief of state, and the
Premier (Mikhail Fradkov, from March 5, 2004 to present) is the head of government.
The national flag of the Russian Federation is a rectangle of three equal horizontal
stripes: the uppermost is white, the middle is blue and the bottom is red. Official flag of
the Soviet Union consisted of a plain red flag, with a hammer crossed with a sickle and a
red star in the upper hoist.

Figure 2. The National Flags of the Russian Federation and the Former USSR
[ ¥

N

The national emblem of Russia is a rectangular red heraldic shield. At the bottom, it
has rounded corners and a pointed middle. The shield is adorned with a golden double-
headed eagle spreading its wings upward. The eagle is crowned with two small crowns
and, above them, a large crown, all three joined together by a ribbon. Until the collapse of
the Soviet Union in 1991, the national emblem was the hammer and sickle and the Red
Star over a globe, and two wreaths of wheat covered by the USSR State motto in the
official languages of the Soviet Republics. Each Soviet Socialist Republic (SSR) and
Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic (ASSR) had its national emblem, largely inspired
by that of the Union. The national emblems of Russia and the former USSR appear on all
educational certificates of Russia and the former USSR, respectively.
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Figure 3. The National Emblems of the Russian Federation and the Former USSR
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Economy

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia saw its comparatively developed
centrally planned economy contract severely as it was trying to develop a market
economy and achieve more consistent economic growth. The economic development of
the country has been extremely uneven. The huge capital region of Moscow is a bustling,
affluent metropolis living on the cutting edge of technology. It contributes one-third of
the country's GDP (Gross Domestic Product) while having only a tenth of its population.
The rest of the country, especially its indigenous and rural communities in Asia, lags
significantly behind. Market integration is nonetheless making itself felt in some other
sizeable cities such as Saint Petersburg and Ekaterinburg, and recently also in the
adjacent rural areas. Russia’s GDP increased by 7.2% in 2004 and 6.4% in 2005.

Russian-Canadian Relations

One of the most important spheres of the Russian-Canadian relations is trade and
economic cooperation. Russian exports to Canada consist of minerals, food and
agricultural products, ferrous metals, chemicals, textiles, and wood. Russia imports from
Canada machinery and transport equipment, foodstuffs, chemicals and medicines.
Regional ties are actively developing. Substantial interest in such cooperation is
demonstrated by Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, Alberta and Northwest Territories in
Canada, and Moscow, St.Petersburg, Republic of Tatarstan, Republic of Bashkortostan,
Republic of Sakha (Yakutia), Jamalo-Nenets and Khanti-Mansiisk Autonomous regions,
Samara, Perm and Tyumen regions in Russia.

Russian Immigration to Canada

Majority of recent immigrants from Russia are highly skilled professionals, who
choose to settle in large urban centres such as Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver, Calgary
and Edmonton. On average, over 15 thousand people come to Canada from Russia and
other countries of the former USSR each year. According to the 1996 Canadian Census, a
total of 272,325 persons responded that they were fully (46,885) or partially (225,450) of
Russian background.
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HISTORICAL EDUCATION OVERVIEW
Education in the Former USSR
Elimination of Illiteracy

The Russian census of 1897 suggested that only 22% percent of the population were
literate, while the rate for women was even lower, at about 12%. By 1920 the literacy rate
had increased to 54% overall, although it was still extremely low among some ethnic
groups. The eradication of illiteracy became the primary task in the new policy of likbez
(mukBuzanus Gesrpamorsocty, likvidatziya bezgramotnosti). The new system included
universal compulsory education for children and special literacy schools for adults. The
most active phase of /ikbez lasted until 1939, raising the literacy rate to 87.4 percent. By
the 1960 the USSR was claiming almost 100% literacy.

Educational Philosophy

The Soviet system maintained some traditions from tsarist times, for example the
five-point grading scale, formal and regimented classroom environments, and standard
school uniforms (dark dresses with white collars for girls, white shirts and black pants for
boys). Some education scholars find a distinct Russian/Soviet school culture of
conformity tracing its roots to Orthodox Church dogmas. At all times, Russian students
were told what the answer was, not why the answer was what it was. Teacher authority
reigned supreme and dissent was not tolerated.

The underlying philosophy of Soviet education was that the teacher's job was to
transmit standardized material to the students, and the students’ job was to memorize it.
Soviet education was inflexible and was dominated by Marxist-Leninist ideology.
Socialist ethics stressed the primacy of the collective over the interests of the individual.
Therefore, for both teachers and students, creativity and individualism suffered.

Centralization

Soviet education was a highly centralized government-run system with uniform
curriculum. Its advantages were access for all citizens, high academic standards and
guaranteed post-education employment. The Soviet Union recognized that the foundation
of their system depended upon complete dedication of the people to the state, military
training, and specialized education in the fields of engineering, natural and social
sciences. The hard sciences developed especially fast in the USSR after 1945 to meet the
cold war demands for high-tech weapons. System centralization meant that school
organization, course content, grading system and number of credit hours was the same in
each school throughout the Union. Each region had its local educational authority, with a
number of school administrators and inspectors monitoring curriculum, academic
standards and teaching methods.
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Pre-School and School Education

The Soviet pre-school education consisted of nurseries (for children between the
ages of 6 months and 3 years) and kindergartens (for children between the ages of three
and six). General schools provided primary, lower and upper secondary education. Since
1981, 10 years (11 years in the Baltic republics) of upper secondary education was
compulsory in the USSR.

Table 5. Soviet System of School Education

Leaving Credential
Education Level Grade Age Living Credential (Russian and
transliteration
Primary 1-3 6-9 N/A N/A
(1-4) (6-10)
Lower Secondary 4-8 9-14 Certificate of ATTectat 00 OCHOBHOM
(5-9) (10-15) Incomplete Secondary | oOmiem o6pazoBanuw,
Education Attestat ob Osnovnom
Obshchem Obrazovanii
Upper Secondary 9-10 14-16 Certificate of ATTecTat 0 cpeiHeM
(10-11) | (15-17) Completion of (momHOM) 00IIIEM
Secondary Education oOpaszoBanum, Attestat
o Srednem (Polnom)
Obshchem Obrazovanii

Soviet primary and secondary schools remain the example of high achievement. In
the 1970s, according to some sources, the common situation was that an American or
German university student would fail to meet the standards of a Soviet secondary school
physics program. Soviet pupils studied 6 days a week on a curriculum heavily biased
towards math and hard sciences. They would take up to 6 required classes a day and, in
many cases, stay on till evening in the homework preparation programs.

Special Schools

There were two main types of special schools: those for the intellectually
handicapped and those for the intellectually gifted. In the second category, a special
school gave greater emphasis to a particular subject much earlier in the school system.
Special schools usually covered both the primary and secondary levels, and concentrated
on mathematics and physics, foreign languages, ballet, music or sport.
Mathematics/physics special schools were generally affiliated with a university and their
students were recruited through special competitions called Olympiads. On completion of
their school education students usually proceeded to the affiliated university, or were
offered non-competitive entry to many institutions of higher education. Such special
schools noted for their academic excellence, were highly selective and admission to them
was much sought after.
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Vocational Education

In general, there were two types of secondary vocational education available to students
in the former USSR:

1) Lower Vocational Education (Qualified worker). This type of education was
offered through vocational schools (mpodeccnonanTbHO-TEXHUUECKOE YUUITHIIIE,
professional 'no-tehnicheskoe uchilishche)

2) Higher Vocational Education (e.g., title of technician or nurse). This type of
education was offered through technical or professional colleges (Texnukym,
tehnikum or yaunuuie, uchilishche).

Both types of vocational education could be accessed either after the completion of lower
secondary education (grades 8 or 9) or after the completion of upper secondary education
(grades 10 or 11). The length of the study varied depending upon the mode of entry.

Higher Education
Types of Institutions

Higher education (Breiciiee obpa3oBanue, vyssheye obrazovaniye) included degree-
level facilities: universities, “institutes,” higher technical colleges and military schools
and academies. In the USSR, only classical universities had the status of "universities".
There were only a few of them, mostly in the large regional centers. Other institutes of
higher education held the status of "institutes." "Institute" in the sense of a school, refers
to a specialized school of higher education, mostly technical, which is usually
subordinate to the ministry associated with their field of study. The largest "institutes"
were medical, pedagogical (for the training of school teachers), construction and various
transport (automotive and road, railroad, civil aviation) institutes. Some institutes were
present in every oblast capital while others were unique and situated in big cities.

Credentials
The Soviet system of university education consisted of two distinct phases. The first
phase was typically five years in length and resulted in the degree of “Specialist”

(Cnemmanucr, Spetzialist). The second phase included two levels: Candidate of Sciences
(Kanmunat Hayk, Kandidat Nauk) and Doctor of Sciences (loxrop Hayk, Doktor Nauk).
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Table 6. Soviet System of Higher Education

Leaving Credential Typical
. Leaving (Russian and Length of
Soucationitere Credential transliteration Study
(years)
first degree program Diploma of Jumuiom Crienuanucra, 5
“Specialist” Diplom Spetzialista
graduate program Diploma of Jumnom Kanaunara 3
Candidate of Hayxk, Diplom Kandidata
Sciences Nauk
advanced graduate Diploma of Doctor | Jumnom [oktopa Hayk, |5
program of Sciences Diplom Doktora Nauk

Language of Instruction

School education was conducted in Russian, even in those areas in which it was not
the mother tongue of the majority of the population. Local languages were studied only as
a supplementary course.

Reforms in the 1980s

Educational reform programs in the 1980s called for new curricula, textbooks, and
teaching methods. The aim of these programs was to create a "new school" that would
better equip Soviet citizens to deal with the modern, technological world. However, in the
1980s facilities generally were inadequate, overcrowding was common, and equipment
and materials were in short supply. The schools and universities failed to supply
adequately skilled labour to almost every sector of the economy, and overgrown
bureaucracy further compromised education's contribution to society. Young Russians
became increasingly cynical about the Marxist-Leninist philosophy and lack of self-
expression and individual responsibility. In the final years of the Soviet Union, funding
was inadequate for the large-scale establishment of "new schools" and requirements of
ideological purity continued to smother the new pedagogical creativity.

Education in the Russian Federation after 1991
Reforms in Educational Philosophy and Decentralization

The dissolution of the Soviet Union and the transition toward democracy had a
profound effect on national education policy. In 1992 a reform philosophy was set forth
in the Law on Education. The fundamental principle of that law was the removal of state
control from education policy. In regions with non-Russian populations, that meant that
educational institutions could base their curricula and teaching methods on national and
historical traditions. In all regions, enactment of the law meant significant autonomy for
local authorities to choose education strategies most appropriate to the time and place.
Post-Soviet education reform also stressed teaching objectively. It aimed at discarding all
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forms of the narrow, institutional views that had dominated the previous era. Also, it
aimed at preparing young people to deal with all aspects of the society they would
encounter by presenting a broader interpretation of the world.

A new vision of education paid more attention to the arts, humanities, and social
sciences. The 1992 Law on Education stressed the humanistic nature of education,
common values, freedom of human development, and citizenship. Curriculum changes
were laid out in the Basic Curriculum of the General Secondary School; the overall
curriculum reform program was to be put in place over a five-year period ending in 1998.
In the mid-1990s, many public schools designed special curricula, some returning to the
classical studies prevalent in the early 1900s. Local development of curricula and
materials became legal in 1992, but financial constraints often limited such new
development. The Soviet era left educators with a strong bias toward standardized
instruction and rote memorization. A major factor encouraging local initiative was the
disarray of federal education agencies, which often leave regional authorities to their own
devices. Nevertheless, only about one-third of primary and secondary schools have taken
advantage of the opportunity to develop their own curricula. Many authorities have been
unwilling to make such large-scale decisions independently.

Post-Soviet educational philosophy seeks to integrate education with the production
and economic processes. The new vision of continuous lifelong learning in the Russian
Federation aims to convert the education process from an economic burden to an engine
of economic progress. Especially important in this program is the reorientation of
vocational training to complement the economic reforms of the 1990s. They include new
systems of education for farmers and various types of on-the-job training for adults.

Structure of Russian Education

The Russian education system was originally inherited intact from the Soviet
Union. Subsequent developments led to few significant changes at the secondary and
higher education levels.

School Education

At present, Russia has an 11-grade system of school education. It is compulsory up
to the 9th grade. Children begin school at age 6 or 7 and study for 4 years to complete
their primary education. After their first four years, they study for another 5 years to
complete their lower secondary education. The Certificate of Incomplete Secondary
Education (Attecrar 00 ocHOBHOM oOmemM oOpa3oBanum, Attestat ob Osnovnom
Obshchem Obrazovanii ) is awarded after the first 9 years of schooling. Graduates of this
level may continue their education for another two years at a senior high school to
complete their upper secondary education. Or they may enter vocational schools or
colleges. Those who have chosen senior high school study for another two years.
Secondary education leads to the award of Certificate of Completion of Secondary
Education (ATttectar o cpenHeMm (moiHOM) obuiem obOpa3zoBanuu, Attestat o Srednem
(Polnom) Obshchem Obrazovanii). The attestat is awarded directly by individual schools.
Students receive between 32-38 hours of weekly instruction. The curriculum includes
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compulsory subjects like physics, math, literature, etc. In addition, students may choose
from several elective subjects which individual schools offer.

There are four main types of secondary schools in Russia. In addition to Soviet-
type general secondary and special schools, there are gymnasiums and lyceums focusing
on humanities and sciences, respectively. Most lyceums and gymnasiums are located in
large cities, like Moscow and St Petersburg with few in smaller cities. Most are private
(non state) organizations, which commonly charge tuition. In addition to tuition costs,
many lyceums and gymnasiums also distinguish themselves from other state funded
schools by being very selective in their acceptance process. At present, they make up 8%
of the total number of all schools in Russia.

Table 7. Russian System of School Education

Leaving Credential
Education Level Grade Age Living Credential (Russian and
transliteration
Primary 1-4 6-10 N/A N/A
Lower Secondary 5-9 10-15 Certificate of ATtTectat 00 OCHOBHOM
Incomplete Secondary | oOmiem o6pazoBanuw,
Education Attestat ob Osnovnom
Obshchem Obrazovanii
Upper Secondary 10-11 15-17 Certificate of ATTecTaT 0 cpeiHeM
Completion of (momHOM) 00IIIEM
Secondary Education oOpaszoBanum, Attestat
o Srednem (Polnom)
Obshchem Obrazovanii

Private Schools

In 1992 the new education law legalized private schools and home schooling. As
public schools debated what to do with their new academic freedom, private schools and
preschools became centers of innovation. They were rediscovering pre-Revolutionary
pedagogy and freely borrowing teaching methods from Western Europe and the United
States. Private schools emphasize learning English and other critical skills. Student-to-
teacher ratios are very low, and teacher salaries average about US$170 per month (about
three times the average for a public school teacher). Tuition may be as much as US$3,000
per year, but some private schools charge parents according to their means. Unlike public
schools, all private schools must pay for rent, utilities, and textbooks, and many struggle
to retain adequate building space. The law of 1992 also gave educators the right to choose
their own textbooks and to determine other aspects of instruction. Private publishing,
which did not exist during the Soviet period, has expanded rapidly, although new
textbooks are still not widely available.
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The Unified State Exam

The Unified State Exam (USE) (Enmunsii 'ocymapctBennbiii Dx3amen (EID),
Edinyj Gosudarstvennyj Ekzamen (EGE)) was introduced in some regions of Russia as an
experiment since 2004. The plan is to make it a standard graduation test in Russian
general schools by 2009. It is currently administered at the end of the 11"™ grade. From
2009, it will also be administered for students leaving general school after the 9" grade. It
consists of three parts: part A contains multiple-choice questions, part B is fill-in the
blank; and Part C requires student to write the full solution (as in mathematics) or a
composition (as in literature). An excellent score ranges from 65 (mathematics) to 90
(foreign language). The score of three subjects is added up into a total score. Each student
taking the exam will have a Certificate of USE Results (CBunerensctBo o Pesynpratax
EI'D, Svidetel’stvo o Rezul’tatah EGE). Submitted together with attestat, the USE score
will replace entrance exams for students applying to a university. Students who take the
USE will have a chance to apply to several universities.

Vocational Education

Russian vocational education has the same structure as that of the USSR with some
changes in the names of institutions. In general, there are two types of secondary
vocational education available to Russian students:

1.) Lower Vocational Education (Qualified worker). This type of education is
offered through vocational schools (podeccnonanbHO-TEXHUUECKOE YUUITHIIIE,
professional 'no-tehnicheskoe uchilishche)

2.) Higher Vocational Education (e.g., title of technician or nurse). This type of
education is offered through technical or professional colleges (TexHuKyM,
tehnikum or yaunuie, uchilishche), colleges (komnex, kollezh) and lyceums
(yauet, litzey).

Both types of vocational education can be accessed either after the completion of lower
secondary education (grades 8 or 9) or after the completion of upper secondary education
(grades 10 or 11). The length of the study varies depending upon the mode of entry.

Higher Education

In the new Russia, the system of higher education has undergone a more drastic
transformation than the primary and secondary systems. Responsibility has moved from
the central government to agencies in local and sub-national jurisdictions. Under the new
system, each university can determine its own admissions policy and the content of its
academic programs. They also have their own financial resources and statutes of
operation.
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After Russia joined the Bologna process, many higher education institutions split
the old five-year program of “Specialist” into the four-year Bachelor (bakamasp,
Bakalavr) and the two-year Master (Maructp, Magistr) programs. However, this change
was not uniform within and across institutions. Some departments and institutions made
the change, others kept the program of “Specialist” in place. The introduction of the
Ph.D. program is also discussed but this has not been implemented yet.

In 2002, there were 1041 institutions of higher education in Russia including
universities, institutes and academies (610 state institutions, 280 private institutions with
state accreditation and 151 private institutions without state accreditation). Universities
conduct fundamental and applied research in many fields, while academies and institutes
focus on one particular field. An academy differs from a university by a narrower
spectrum of specialties connected with a particular industry, for example, Academy of
Railway Transport, Agriculture Academy, or Academy of Economics. To hold the status
of a university or an academy it is obligatory to be a leading scientific and
methodological center in the field of your specialization. Institutes mainly offer applied
professional training. An institute also can be established as a department of a university
or an academy with the aim to conduct independent educational or scientific activities.

With greater autonomy, many institutes of higher education elevated their statuses
from "institutes" to "academies" and "universities". During 1991-1996, the number of
universities increased 6 times and academies - more than 30 times. To raise their status
from institutes to universities and academies, many institutes open new departments in
economics, law, business administration and management. It has to be mentioned that
private institutions of higher education usually have the status of institute. There are only
6 non-state universities and 4 non-state academies in Russia as of 2006.

Table 8. Russian System of Higher Education

Leaving Credential Typical
. . . (Russian and Length of
Education Level Leaving Credential transliteration Study
(years)
undergraduate program | Diploma of Bachelor Junnom bakanaspa, 4
(Bachelor) Diplom Bakalavra
graduate program Diploma of Master Jumiom Maructpa, 2
(Master) Diplom Magistra
first degree program Diploma of*“Specialist” | Jluruiom Crneunanucra, 5
Diplom Spetzialista
graduate program Diploma of Candidate | [luniom Kannunara Hayk, |3
of Sciences Diplom Kandidata Nauk

advanced graduate Diploma of Doctor of | lurutom [loktopa Hayxk, 5
program Sciences Diplom Doktora Nauk

Business Education
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In the new Russian Federation, business education has expanded dramatically
because of the increased demand for competent managers and commerce graduates.
Experts believe that Russia's business education programs will play an important role in
transforming social attitudes toward the market economy and establishing a new
economic infrastructure. The primary goal of the new programs is to create familiarity
with the principles of the market economy while casting aside Marxist economic
ideology. In the first two years after the Soviet Union dissolved, more than 1,000
business schools and training centers, both state and private, were established.

Language of Instruction

The principal language of instruction is Russian for all levels of education. The
1990s saw a greatly increased emphasis on conducting education in the national
languages of the national republics and minority communities. In the Russian Federation,
schools for these minority groups are referred to as national schools.

Funding and Infrastructure Issues

In the former Soviet Union, education at all levels was free. The downside of that
system was that institutions had to be funded entirely from the federal and regional
budgets. Consequently, after the collapse of the Soviet Union, institutions found
themselves unable to provide adequate teachers' salaries, student scholarships, and to
maintain their facilities. To address the financial issue, many state institutions started to
open their doors to tuition students, who paid for their education. The number of these
students has been growing steadily since then. In 2002, 44 9% of state institutions'
freshmen paid their tuition. Many private higher education institutions have emerged,
mostly in the fields of economics, business/management, and law. In 2004, of all first-
year students, 35% were paying for their own education in state institutions and
20% were enrolled in private universities.

Russia inherited a system of very large, overcrowded schools with a decaying
infrastructure. By the late 1980s, 21 percent of students were attending schools with no
central heating, and 30 percent were learning in buildings with no running water. In 1992
Russia had nearly 67,000 primary and secondary schools, which provided an average per-
pupil space of 2.6 square meters, one-third the official standard. About one-quarter of
schools housed 900 or more students. In 1993 Russia closed about 20,000 of its schools
because of physical inadequacy, and an estimated one-third of the national school
capacity was in need of large-scale repair. In 1994 one of every two students attended a
school operating on two or three shifts. Rural schools, which make up about 75 percent of
the national total, were in especially bad condition. Disparities in conditions have
widened since 1991, as schools have become increasingly reliant on local support from
public and private sponsors. Many schools have specialized, either to attract sponsors or
to meet the needs of current sponsors, and reformers have sought to refocus the
curriculum around the needs of students. Public institutions of higher education, once
heavily supported by the state, have had to cover a much larger share of their operating
costs. To attract support from potential sponsors, regional authorities upgraded more than

25


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2004

100 teacher-training colleges to universities or academies, which are more prestigious. As
a result, new teacher-training institutes were created to ensure that Russia trains an
adequate number of future educators.
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SCHOOL EDUCATION
Overview of School Education in the Former USSR and the Russian Federation
School Education Stages in the Former USSR and the Russian Federation

School education (mkossHOE 00pazoBanue, shkol 'noe obrazovanie) in the former
USSR and the Russian Federation is also known as general education (o01ee
obpazoBanue, obshchee obrazovanie). It is divided into three stages:

e primary general education — also known as elementary education (HauanbHOe

obpaszoBanue, nachal 'noe obrazovanie),

e lower secondary education - known as basic general education (ocHoBHOE 00111€€

obpa3zoBanue, osnovnoe obshchee obrazovanie), and

e upper secondary education - known as secondary complete general education

(cpennee moHOE 00IIee 0Opa3oBanue, srednee polnoe obshchee obrazovanie).

Table 9. School Education Stages in the Former USSR and Russian Federation

Leaving Leaving In the Former | In the Russian
Education Credential Credential USSR Federation
Level (Russian and (English (prior to 1991) (since 1991)
Transliteration) | Translation) | Grade | Age | Grade | Age
Primary N/A N/A 1-3 6-9 1-4 6-10
or or
1-4 6-10
Lower ATtTectar 00 Certificate of | 4-8 9-14 5-9 10-15
Secondary | ocHoBHOM oOmeM | Incomplete or or
oOpa3oBaHuy, Secondary 5-9 10-15
Attestat ob Education
Osnovnom
Obshchem
Obrazovanii
Upper ATtTecTaTt o Certificate of | 9-10 14-16 | 10-11 | 15-17
Secondary | cpeanem (monnom) | Completion of | or or
oOrmiem Secondary 10-11 | 15-17
oOpa3oBaHuy, Education
Attestat o Srednem
(Polnom)
Obshchem
Obrazovanii

Overall Length of Combined Primary and Secondary Education in the Former
USSR and the Russian Federation

In the former USSR complete school education lasted between 10 and 11 years.

When school education lasted 10 years it included three years of primary education, five
years of lower secondary, and two years of upper secondary education. When it lasted 11
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years it included four years of primary education, five years of lower secondary, and two
years of upper secondary education. Within the 11 —year school system grades 1 to 9
were compulsory. When the change from 10 to 11 years occurred the extra year was
added to primary education.

One notable exception as evident from the following table were the Baltic states.
The overall length of school education in the Baltic states alternated between 11 and 12
years.

Table 10. Duration of Complete School Education in the Former USSR Republics
and the Current Russian Federation

Duration of Complete School Education, in Years
Year Former USSR | The Russian Former Baltic | Baltic States®
Republics’, Federation Republics3 (since 1991)
except Former | (since 1991) (prior to 1991)
Baltic
Republics’
(prior to 1991)
1929 - 1958 10 - 11 -
1958 - 1964 11 - 12 -
1964 - 1989 10 - 11 -
1989 - 1991 1 - 12 -
1991 - - 11 - 12

School Education Credentials in the Former USSR and the Russian Federation

The Certificate of Incomplete Secondary Education (Arrecrar 06 0CHOBHOM
obmiem obOpazoBanuu, Attestat ob Osnovnom Obshchem Obrazovanii, or AttectaT o
HEMOJHOM cpefHeM oOuieM obOpa3zoBaHuHU, Aftestat o Nepolnom Srednem Obshchem
Obrazovanii) is awarded after the completion of lower secondary education and the
successful passing of final examinations (also called the State final attestation). The
certificate entitles its holder to be admitted either to upper secondary education or to
vocational education.

The Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education (ArrecraT o cpennem
(momHOM) 0O1IeM 0Opa3zoBanum, Attestat o Srednem (Polnom) Obshchem Obrazovanii),
or, before 1993, the Certificate of Secondary Education (ATrecrat o cpeanem
oOpa3zoBanum, Attestat o Srednem Obrazovanii), is also commonly known as the
Certificate of Maturity (Artectar 3penoctu, Attestat Zrelosti). The certificate is awarded
after the completion of the upper secondary programme and the successful passing of the

" Includes the former Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic

* Former Baltic Republics include the former Estonian Soviet Socialist Republic, the former Latvian Soviet
Socialist Republic, and the former Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic.

? See footnote 2.

* Baltic states include Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.

> 10 years in some republics
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State final attestation (final examinations). It entitles its holder to pursue vocational
education or higher education.

In both the former USSR and Russian Federation, regardless of whether the length
of studies had been 10, 11, or 12 years, students sat for the same standardized
examinations to obtain the Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education and for the
same entrance examinations at the institutions of higher learning.

Grading Scale in the Former USSR and the Russian Federation
The following grading scale has been used at all levels of school education.

Table 11. Grading Scale in School and Higher Education in the Former USSR and
the Russian Federation

Scale Grade Description
5 Excellent (Otnuuno, Otlichno)
4 Good (Xopoto, Horosho)
3 Satisfactory (Y 10B1€TBOPUTEINBHO,
Udovletvoritel'no)
) Fail (HeynoBneTrBopurensHo,

Neudovletvoritel'no)

The lowest passing grade is ‘3’. Students must pass each course in order to enroll in the
next grade or to graduate. The grade ‘1’ also exists, but is used very rarely.

A plus (+) or a minus (-) may be added to a grade. For example, a ‘4+’ is higher
than a ‘4’ and lower than a ‘5-’. A ‘54’ is very rare. These intermediate grades may be
awarded throughout the period of study but typically not as a final grade.

Administration of School Education in the Former USSR and the Russian
Federation

School Education in the Former USSR and the Russian Federation was administered
and supervised by the federal Ministry of Education which has undergone several name
changes as listed below.

Former USSR (prior to 1991): Ministry of People’s Education (MunucrepcTBo
Hapoanoro O6pazoBanust, Ministerstvo Narodnogo Obrazovaniya)

Russian Federation 1991 — 1996: Ministry of Education (Munucrepcto
O6pazoBanus, Ministerstvo Obrazovaniya)
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Russian Federation 1996 — 1999: Ministry of General and Professional Education of
the Russian Federation (Munucrepctso O0mero u [Ipodeccuonansnoro O6pazoBaHus,
Ministerstvo Obshchego i Professional 'nogo Obrazovaniya)

Russian Federation 1999 — present: Ministry of Education and Science
(MunuctepctBo O6paszoBanus u Hayku, Ministerstvo Obrazovaniya i Nauki), also called
by its short version, the Ministry of Education (Munuctepcto O6pa3oBanus,
Ministerstvo Obrazovaniya)

The federal Ministry of Education is in charge of development and implementation of
state policy in preschool, general, and vocational education. The following main
functions come under the terms of reference of the federal administration:

e Establishment of procedures for creation, reorganization, and dissolution of
educational institutions

e Creation, reorganization, and dissolution of educational institutions under
federal control

e Establishment of procedures for different forms of quality control (licensing,
attestation, and state accreditation of educational institutions) and their
implementation

e Recognition of educational credentials obtained abroad
e Establishment of procedures for attestation and evaluation of teaching staff
e Funding of state educational institutions

In addition to the federal Ministry of Education there are state bodies for
education in the constituent parts of the Russian Federation (republics, provinces,
territories, districts and other regions) as well as local/municipal administrative bodies (in
cities, city districts, and towns). They are responsible for development of education as
stipulated by federal administration. In addition, they have administrative responsibilities
over the educational institutions which they set up. They carry different names, usually
Departments of Education (Otnenst O6pa3zoBanus, Otdely Obrazovaniya) of
corresponding local administrations, or local Ministries of Education.

Types of Schools in the Former USSR and the Russian Federation

In the current system of school education there are four major types of schools. As
seen from the table below, in the Russian Federation two new types of schools were
introduced: the gymnasium and the lyceum.
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Table 12. Types of Schools in the Russian Federation and the Former USSR’
Types of I xoua (Shkola) Focus of Percent | Stages of Common in
School in the Studies of All School the Former
Russian Schools | Education | USSR
Federation in 2004 | Offered
General O6meobpazoBatenbHas | General 80% Primary, Yes
secondary CpemHsIsI KO lower
school (Obshcheobrazovatel- secondary
naya srednyaya shkola) and upper
secondary®
General school | O6meob6pazoBatenbHas | A specific 15% Primary, Yes, called
offering IIKOJIA C YKIIOHOM field of and/or lower | special or
intensive (Obshcheobrazovatel- | studies, secondary specialized
studies in naya shkola s uklonom) | usually and/or upper | schools
certain subjects reflected in secondary (cnenmanbHas
the name of IIKOJIA,
the school spetzial’naya
shkola)
Gymnasium I'mmuazus (Gimnaziya) | Humanities | 2% Primary, No
and/or lower
secondary
and/or upper
secondary
Lyceum Juueit (Litzej) Scientific 3% Primary, No
and and/or lower
technical secondary
subjects and/or upper
secondary

General secondary schools offer school education from grade 1 to 11. Unlike

schools in Alberta, schools in Russia are identified by their location and a number, and
very rarely use other names. For example, General secondary school #7 of the city of

Moscow.

General schools offering intensive studies in certain subjects provide advanced
education in a specific field such as mathematics, physics, a foreign language, etc. If the
school is affiliated with an institution of higher education the affiliation is usually
reflected in the name of the school.

Private schools offering programs similar in content to those offered by one of the
above mentioned institutions (usually, gymnasiums and lyceums) started operating in

% Very few general schools offer primary and lower secondary education only.
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Russia in 1993. They have many different names. The private schools that are licensed
and accredited may award certificates, consistent with the State format, which are
recognized for entry to institutions of higher education.

Other types of institutions may offer vocational education at the upper secondary
level. They are described in the chapter on Technical/Vocational Education.

Education at state schools of various types is officially free. However, parents pay
for textbooks, supplies, and any uniforms. Private schools charge tuition fees.

School Year in the Former USSR and the Russian Federation

In the former USSR, the school year ran from September 1 until the end of May
for grades other than final grades or until June for final grades. Students attended school
six days per week (Monday through Saturday) for the nine months in each grade. Final
examinations were held in May or June.

In the Russian Federation, the majority of schools operate on a five-day week
with a few still operating on a six-day week. The academic year generally lasts from
September to May or June. Final school examinations are held in June.

The school year in both the USSR and the Russian Federation is divided into four
quarters (typically for grades up to grade 8) or two semesters (for higher grades). The
school day is divided into three to seven classes (the higher the grade the more classes per
day). At the end of each quarter or semester a student is assigned a grade in each subject.

Pre-School Education
Pre-School Education in the Former USSR

In the Soviet Union, children between the age of six months and six years could
attend pre-school which was free and common but not compulsory. The soviet pre-school
education consisted of nurseries (for children between the ages of six months and three
years) and kindergartens (for children between the ages of three and six years). Teaching
staff were required to hold upper vocational (uchilishche-level) pedagogical education,
which included upper secondary education.”

In addition, parents may have enrolled their children into the so-called grade O at a
primary school. Grade 0 was customarily held each Saturday for several months before
grade 1. Students learned basic reading, writing, and arithmetic skills.

During the period of time when primary education programs were of three years
duration (a 10-year school system) the students typically received pre-school education
with primary school disciplines. The few who did not receive pre-school education had to
catch up.

Pre-School Education in the Russian Federation

In the Russian Federation children between the age one and six years may attend
pre-school. As in the former USSR pre-school is not compulsory in Russia. However,
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today it is no longer free but largely based on the payment of tuition fees. Due to
economic and financial circumstances enrolments and the number of pre-school
institutions have declined since 1992.

Since 1995 there has been diversification of pre-school institutions, some became
private. Institutions similar to the Soviet-era nurseries and kindergartens coexist along
with the new type of pre-schools. Regardless of the type of school most of pre-schools
are now fee paying.

The educational programs focus on a child’s physical and mental development,
arts, emotional well being, and physical health. Teaching staff are required to hold upper
vocational (uchilishche-level) pedagogical education, which includes upper secondary
education.

Primary Education
Primary Education in the Former USSR

Before 1989 primary schooling required three years. Students commenced this stage
typically at the age of seven. During the transition to a four-year primary system (when
the school system changed from 10 to 11 years of schooling), some schools chose to
continue the 10-year system by omitting year 4. Students would progress from year 3
directly into year 5 (the first grade of lower secondary education in the new system). The
curriculum, however, was the same for both systems.

The primary curriculum emphasized the skills of reading, writing and arithmetic, as
well as speaking, arts, and physical education. Children also acquired general notions
about nature, society, and labour. For the most part, students were taught all subjects by
the same teacher. Teachers for this stage of school education were required to complete
upper vocational (uchilishche-level) pedagogical education, which included upper
secondary education.

33



Table 13. Common Curriculum for Soviet Primary Schools, 1989"

Subject Hours of Instruction per Grade

1 2 3 4 Total
Russian Language 306 | 340 | 408 | 374 1428
Mathematics 136 | 170 | 170 | 204 680
Environment 34 34 - - 68
Nature - - 34 34 68
Music 34 34 34 34 136
Graphic Art 34 34 34 34 136
Physical Education 68 68 68 68 272
Labour 68 68 68 68 272
Total 680 | 748 | 816 | 816 3060

Formal examinations were held at the end of the final year of primary education.
State written exams were conducted, in each mathematics and Russian. Oral exams were
held in subjects chosen by the local school authorities, usually environment, nature, and
physical education.

Primary Education in the Russian Federation

As of 2004/05, the only system is the 11-year school education system.” Primary
education lasts four years. However, as of 2004 about 10% of students had completed
only three years of primary schooling as their pre-schooling included some primary
school curriculum.

Primary schools admit children who turn seven in that calendar year. Parents choose
whether they want their child to enter school at the age of six or seven.

The curriculum in primary schools includes Russian language and literature,
mathematics, a foreign language, physical education, environment, music, arts, and
labour.

Table 14. Common Curriculum for Russian 3-year Primary Schools, 2004*

. Hours of Instruction per Grade
Subject 1 2 3| Total
Rpssmn Language and 297 272 272 341
Literature
Foreign Language 66 68 68 202
Mathematics 165 170 170 505
Environment 33 68 68 169
Regional Option - 68

68 68
Family Studies - 68
Labour 66 68 68 202
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Music 33 34 34 101
Fine Arts and Culture 33 34 34 101
Physical Education 66 68 68 202
Sports and Games 33 34 34 101
Individual Studies 66 34 68 168
Total 858 918 952 2728

Table 15. Common Curriculum for Russian 4-year Primary S

Hours of Instruction per Grade

chools, 2004"

Subject 1 | 2 | 3 [ 4 [ Total
Russian Language and

) 306 | 306 | 272 | 272 | 1156
Literature
Foreign Language 68 68 68 68 272
Mathematics 136 | 136 | 136 | 136 544
Environment 34 34 68 68 204
Regional Option - 102

68 68 68

Family Studies - 102
Labour 68 68 68 68 272
Music 34 34 34 34 136
Fine Arts and Culture 34 34 34 34 136
Physical Education 68 68 68 68 272
Sports and Games 34 34 34 34 136
Individual Studies - 34 102 | 102 238
Total 782 | 884 | 952 | 952 | 3570

The federal Ministry of Education sets the compulsory minimum educational

content of the curriculum. Subjects include Russian language, literature, foreign
language, mathematics, environment, music, visual arts, labour, and physical education.
The regional administration and individual schools are permitted to develop up to 20% of

this curriculum.
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Table 16. Plan of Study for Russian Primary Schools (Grades 1-4), 2006""

Subject Content Total | Permitted
Hours | Program
Customi-
zation
Russian language Communication, phonetics and 675 10%
(schools with Russian | graphics, word composition,
as the language of morphology, syntax and punctuation,
instruction) lexica
Russian language Communication, phonetics and 439 10%
(schools not using graphics, word composition,
Russian as the language | morphology, syntax and punctuation,
of instruction’) lexica
Russian literature Listening, reading, discussing, writing | 472 10%
(schools with Russian | about literary works
as the language of
instruction)
Russian literature Listening, reading, discussing, writing | 270 10%
(schools not using about literary works
Russian as the language
of instruction®)
Foreign language Basic skills in a foreign language 204 10%
Mathematics Non-negative integers, arithmetic, 540 10%
magnitudes, space, figures,
measurement
Environment Society and environment, primary 270 20%
school student, nature, local
community, the planet Earth
Music Folklore, song, dance, march, choral, 135 20%
instrumental, orchestra music, Russian
anthem, folklore festivals, children
music on TV, radio and theater
Visual arts Painting, sculpture, architecture, 135 20%
design, crafts, drawing, color,
composition, volume, proportion
Labour General knowledge and skills, 203 10%
production technology, home labour,
working on computer
Physical education Health and personal hygiene, physical | 270 10%

development and training, sports

" In the Russian Federation, schools may conduct teaching of all subjects (except Russian language and
Russian literature) in all grades in a local language. In the former USSR, subjects were mandatorily taught

in Russian.
% See footnote 1.
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Similarly to the former USSR, students are taught all subjects by the same teacher.
Teachers for this stage of school education require upper vocational (uchilishche-level)
pedagogical education, which includes upper secondary education. Formal examinations
are held at the end of the fourth grade. They include compulsory written exams in both
mathematics and Russian, plus three oral exams set by the local administrations and
schools.

While the vast majority of children are enrolled at state primary schools, several
hundred private schools have entered the market over the last few years. They educate
approximately one percent of the total population of primary school students.

Lower Secondary Education

Lower Secondary Education in the Former USSR

Before the education reforms of 1989, lower secondary school consisted of grades
4 to 8, and after 1989 grades 5 to 9. It represented the second phase of compulsory
education.

The curriculum was organized into subject classes, all of which were compulsory.
The emphasis in the uniform state program was on science, mathematics and languages.
Biology was introduced in grade 6, physics in grade 7, and chemistry in grade 8. Every
subject was taught by a specialist teacher. Teachers for this stage of education were
required to complete higher (university-level) pedagogical education with a specialization
in a given subject.

Table 17. Common Curriculum for Soviet Lower Secondary Schools, 1989

Subject Hours of Instruction per Grade

S 6 7 8 9 | Total
Russian Language 245 | 210 140 108 76 779
Russian Literature 140 105 70 72 114 501
Mathematics 210 | 210 210 216 228 1074
History 70 70 70 72 114 396
Nature 35 - - - - 35
Geography - 70 105 72 76 323
Biology - 70 70 72 76 288
Physics - - 70 72 114 256
Chemistry - - - 108 95 203
Drawing - - 35 36 38 109
Foreign Language 140 105 70 72 38 425
Music 35 35 35 36 - 141
Graphic Art 35 35 35 36 - 141
Physical Education 70 70 70 72 76 358
Labour 70 70 70 108 114 432
Total 1050 | 1050 | 1050 | 1152 | 1197 | 5461
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At the end of the final grade of lower secondary education students sat for formal
examinations. Written exams were required in mathematics and Russian composition. As
well, three oral exams were set by the Ministry of Education.

The Certificate of Incomplete Secondary Education was awarded after the
completion of lower secondary education and successful passing of final examinations.
Final exam results were generally not recorded separately but reflected in the final
grades. The Certificate of Incomplete Secondary Education was required for entry to
upper secondary education or vocational education.

Lower Secondary Education in the Russian Federation

In the Russian Federation, the lower secondary stage concludes compulsory
education. However, only 90 percent of students currently transition from the primary
level to the lower secondary level. Lower secondary education comprises grades 5 to 9 of
the school system. From grade five onwards school subjects are taught by specialist
teachers. Teachers must hold higher pedagogical education with a specialization in a
given subject.

The curriculum at the lower secondary level is organized into subject classes some
of which are compulsory and some are elective. Like the other levels of school education,
educational programs at the lower secondary level must meet the Basic Curriculum set by
the federal Ministry of Education. Natural and some social sciences (biology, physics,
astronomy, chemistry, geography, history, civics) as well as individual projects are
introduced into the curriculum in lower secondary school.

Table 18. Common Curriculum for Russian Lower Secondary Schools, 2004™

Subject Hours of Instruction per Grade

S 6 7 8 9 Total
fr?cfsﬁ?tr;;ﬁi“age 272 | 272 | 238 | 204 | 204 1190
Foreign Language 102 102 102 102 102 510
Mathematics 170 170 204 170 170 884
Computer Science 68 - - - - 68
Environment 34 - - - - 34
Biology - 68 68 68 68 272
et S - |68 | e | 68 | 204
Chemistry - - - 68 68 136
Geography - 68 68 68 - 204
History 68 68 68 68 68 340
Civil Science 34 34 34 34 34 170
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Economics - - - - 68 68

Labour 68 68 68 34 34 272
r IR

Music 34 34 34 34 34 170
Fine Arts and Culture 34 34 34 34 34 170
Physical Education 68 68 68 68 68 340
Individual Project 68 68 68 68 68 340
Individual Studies 68 102 102 136 136 544
Total 1088 | 1156 | 1224 1258 1258 5984

Students completing the lower secondary cycle take final examinations (also called
the State final attestation). The state final attestation includes compulsory written exams
in both mathematics and Russian composition, plus three oral exams in optional subjects.

The successful completion of the final exams leads to the award of the Certificate
of Incomplete Secondary Education. It concludes the compulsory stage of education.
Final exam results are generally not recorded separately but reflected in the final grades.
The certificate grants the holder access to further studies in either the upper secondary
education stream or the vocational stream.

Upper Secondary Education
Upper Secondary Education in the Former USSR

Upper secondary education in most republics of the former USSR consisted of
grades 9 and 10 or grades 10 and 11. A standard academically-oriented program was
suitable to prepare students for entry to institutions of higher education offering various
fields of study.

Upper secondary education could be integrated with vocational training at
technical/vocational schools. Technical/vocational education including secondary level
education at those institutions in the former USSR is covered in the chapter on
Technical/Vocational Education.

The upper secondary curriculum was essentially academic in content. Students
studied a large number of science and social science subjects. They included
mathematics, Russian literature, history, geography, biology, physics, astronomy,
chemistry, a foreign language, physical education and other subjects. Students studied
more than ten subjects amounting to the average of 36-38 hours of weekly instruction in
their final years of schooling.
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Table 19. Common Curriculum for Soviet Upper Secondary Schools, 1989*

Subject Hours of Instruction per Grade
10 11 Total
Russian Literature 152 114 266
Mathematics 171 152 323
Computer science 38 76 114
History 152 114 266
Family Life 38 - 38
Soviet Society - 38 38
Geography 57 - 57
Biology 38 57 95
Physics 152 152 304
Astronomy - 38 38
Chemistry 76 76 152
Foreign Language 38 38 76
Physical Education 76 76 152
Labour 152 152 304
Military Training 76 76 152
Total 1216 1159 2375

The school subjects were taught by specialist teachers who were required to
complete higher (university-level) pedagogical education with a specialization in a given
subject. The specialist teachers might be the same ones as at the lower secondary level.

At the end of the last grade of upper secondary education students sat for
standardized examinations, both oral and written, in various core subjects. The number of
exams was at least five, with two compulsory written exams, one in mathematics and one
in Russian composition. In the 1988-1990 period students were tested in mathematics
(written), Russian (written), literature (oral), physics (oral), chemistry (oral).

If successful in all subjects students were awarded the Certificate of Completion
of Secondary Education. Final grades were listed on the Certificate of Completion of
Secondary Education itself. Final exam results were generally not recorded in the
certificate but reflected in the final grades. Students who received the highest grade (5’
out of ‘5”) in every subject were usually awarded a gold medal. Students who fell short
by receiving ‘4’ in only one subject usually received a silver medal. The certificate
entitled its holder to apply for admission to an institution of higher education or
vocational education.

The comparison between the total hours of instruction in the former USSR and

Alberta can be found in the table below. The total hours of instruction in Alberta (grades
1 to 12) and in the former USSR (grades 1 to 10 or 11) are very similar.
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Table 20. Comparison of Total Hours of Instruction at USSR and Alberta Schools™

Grades Total Hours of Instruction | Total Hours of Instruction
at USSR General Schools | at Alberta Schools

1-6 5,160 5,700

7-11 (7-12 in Alberta) 5,774 5,350

Total for grades 1-11 (1-12 | 10,934 11,050

in Alberta)

Upper Secondary Education in the Russian Federation

Currently, upper secondary education comprises grades 10 and 11. This stage of

schooling is not compulsory.

Schools offering vocational education may offer programs which combine
vocational training and upper secondary education. Technical/vocational education
including secondary level education at those institutions in the Russian Federation is
covered in the chapter on Technical/Vocational Education.

As at the other stages of school education, upper secondary school curricula
follow the Basic Curriculum of School Education of the Russian Federation. The subjects
are similar to those in lower secondary schooling. They include Russian language and
literature, mathematics, foreign language, biology, physics and astronomy, chemistry,
history, social science, regional options, and individual studies, among others.

Table 21. Common Curriculum for Russian Upper Secondary Schools, 2004*

Subject Hours of Instruction per Grade
10 11 Total

and Lierature 170 136 306
Foreign Language 102 102 204
Mathematics 136 136 272
Biology 68 102 170
2{:;2 fg‘yd 102 102 204
Chemistry 68 68 136
History 68 68 136
Social Science 68 68 136
Regional Option 34 34 68

Family Studies 34 34 68

Economics 68 68 136
Labour 102 102 204
Information 34 34 68
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Technology

Fine Arts and Culture 34 34 68
Physical Education 68 68 136
Individual Project 68 68 136
Individual Studies 68 68 136
Total 1292 1292 2584

The optional and non-federal components of the curriculum are increasing (see also
the next section on Profile education). In 2004, the local content developed by regions
and individual schools comprised 12.4% of class time in five-day schools.

As in the former USSR, school subjects are taught by specialist teachers who are
required to complete higher (university-level) pedagogical education with a specialization
in a given subject. The specialist teachers may be the same ones as at the lower secondary
level.

Final and annual examinations are a combination of one third oral and two thirds
written exams. The number of disciplines in the final attestation is at least five: two
federal compulsory written examinations (Russian composition and mathematics) and at
least three examinations in fields selected by the student.

The Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education includes the results of the
final examinations and a transcript listing the grades achieved by students in all the

subjects taught. ™"

The comparison between total hours of instruction in the Russian Federation and
Alberta can be found in the table below.

Table 22. Comparison of Total Hours of Instruction at Russian and Alberta Schools

Grades Total Hours of Instruction Total Hours of Instruction
at Russian General Schools | at Alberta Schools

1-6 5,814 5,700

7-11 (7-12 in Alberta) 6,324 5,350

Total for grades 1-11 12,138 11,050

(1-12 in Alberta)

Even though the school week has changed from six days in the former USSR to five
days in the Russian Federation, the total hours of instruction for all grades have increased
by approximately 1,200 hours.
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Basic Curriculum in the Russian Federation

A minimum (compulsory) content of education and workload of students required
by the state is set in the Basic Curriculum for School Education. Actual school curricula
may differ in the number of hours per subject and the number of years a subject is taught.
The Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation sets 75% of the curriculum (the
Basic Curriculum), while at least 10% of the curriculum is set by the regions and at least
10% by the schools of general education. Other institutions, such as the gymnasiums and
lyceums, make individual adjustments to the general curriculum in accordance with the
field of study focused on at the institution.

Table 23. Basic Curriculum for Russian School Education, Grades 1 to 11, 2000*"

Subject Hours of Instruction per Week per Grade
1 |2 [3 4|56 | 7|89 10|11
Russian language 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 - -
Literature 4 4 1 4] 4 8 8 6 5 5 4 | 4
Arts 2 |2 121212222 - - -
Social Sciences ) 2 |2 ) 2 2 2 3 4 | 4| 4
Natural Sciences 2 3 6 8 8 4 | 4
Mathematics 4 4 | 4 4 5 5 5 4 5 3 3
Physical Education 2 1212121222223 3
Labour 202 (2212|2233 |2]3
Total | 19 | 19 | 19 | 19 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 30 | 30 | 20 | 20
Disciplines in
Regional Options 1 31515713 3042312712
Total Mandatory Load | 20 | 22 | 24 | 24 | 29 | 30 | 32 | 32 | 33 | 32 | 32
Optional, Individual
and Group Classes 2|3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 616
Total | 22 | 25 | 27 | 27 | 32 | 33 | 35 | 35| 36 | 38 | 38
Weeks per Year 33 {34 34 34 3434343434 ]34 ] 34
Table 24. Core Subject Groups in the Basic Curriculum, Grades 1 to 11*
Subject Group Subjects
Humanities Russian Language
Literature
Arts
Social Sciences Foreign Languages
Russian History
World History
Economic and Social Geography
Law
Political Science
Economics
Natural Sciences Biology
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Physics

Astronomy

Chemistry

Ecology

Mathematics

Algebra

Geometry

Physical Education

Various Sports

Labour

Home Economics, Sewing, Cooking, Metal Work,
Carpentry, etc.

Educational Reforms in the Russian Federation

Profile Education

In 2003 a new concept of what is known as ‘profile education” was introduced in

the upper secondary classes (grades 10 and 11) in general schools.

XVvi

involves the introduction of a number of study concentrations, or profiles.

Table 25. Profile Names and Subjects of Studies, 2006™"

Profile education

Profile Name

Subjects of Intensive Studies

Mathematics Informatics, Mathematics, Physics
Physics and Chemistry Physics, Mathematics, Chemistry
Chemistry Mathematics, Chemistry
Chemistry and Biology Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology
Biology and Geography Mathematics, Geography, Biology

Social Sciences and Economics

Mathematics, Geography, Civics,
Economics, Law

Humanities Civics, History, Russian Language,
Literature, Law
Philology Literature, Russian language, two foreign

languages

Information Technology

Mathematics, Informatics

Agricultural Science

Biology, Cattle Husbandry, Agronomy,
Agriculture Technology

Industrial Science

Physics, Technology

Fine Arts

Literature, Art

Physical Education

Physical Education, Health/Life Skills
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Table 26. Hours of Instruction for Profile Education, 2004

Subjects Compulsory and Elective Subjects (2 years of study)
Basic Level Profile
Russian Language 70%* 210
Literature 210* 350
Foreign Languages 210* 420
Mathematics 280* 420
History 140* 280
Physical Education 140* 280
Social Science 70* 210
Economics 35% 140
Law 35% 140
Geography 70 210
Physics 140* 350
Chemistry 70* 210
Biology 70 210
Informatics 70 280
Art 70 210
Technology 70 280
Civics 35 140
Subtotal maximum 2100
Subjects set by region 140
Subjects set by school minimum 280
Grand total up to 2520

* Non-variable part (compulsory subjects)

The profile education model is implemented in all Russian general schools at two
stages, the preparatory stage (grade 9) and profile teaching stage (grades 10 and 11).

In the preparatory stage students prepare to choose profiles that will be taught for
the duration of grades 10 and 11. Students study intensively one subject for 2-3 months,
or one semester. The duration of a course can vary from 12 hours to 100 hours. During
the preparatory stage students can explore different profiles.

In the profile teaching stage students commit to a profile (group of subjects) that
will be taught at an advanced level. For every educational program only a few subjects

remain mandatory. Mandatory subjects are taught at the basic level.

The complete model of profile education (both the preparatory and profile
teaching stages) is being implemented across the country in 2006/2007.

The Unified State Exam
Another recent reform in Russian general education is the Unified State Exam

(USE) (Emunsnii IN'ocynapcrBennsiit Ok3amen (EI'D), Edinyj Gosudarstvennyj Ekzamen
(EGE)). Since 2004, the Russian Ministry of Education has been experimenting with a
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single, nationwide, standardized exam. Each student taking the exam receives a
Certificate of USE Results (CBumerensctBo o Pesymeratax EI'D, Svidetel’stvo o
Rezul’tatah EGE). The plan is to make it a standard graduation test in Russian general
schools by 2009. It is currently administered at the end of the 11" grade and only at state-
accredited institutions. As of 2009, it will also be administered for students leaving
general school after the 9™ grade.
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HIGHER EDUCATION

Higher Education in the Former USSR

Overview of Higher Education in the Former USSR

Higher education in the former USSR was free, as declared by the Constitution,
and controlled by the state. In 1991 there were 904 higher education institutions/HEIs
(BeIcIIEe yueOHbIe 3aBeaeHus/BY3bl1, vysshie uchebnye zavedeniya/VUZy). The HEIs
were located throughout the Soviet republics in some 350 cities and enrolled 5.2 million
students on a full-time, part-time, and correspondence basis.

Table 27. Number of Higher Education Institutions in Soviet Republics, 1991

Former Soviet Republics Number | Percent of All HEIs
of HEIs in the Former USSR

Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic 512 56.6%

(RSFSR)

Ukrainian SSR” 147 16.3%

Moldavian SSR, Armenian SSR, Georgian SSR, 85 9.4%

Azerbaijani SSR, Kirghiz SSR, Tajik SSR, and

Turkmen SSR

Kazakh SSR 55 6.1%

Uzbek SSR 44 4.9%

Byelorussian SSR 33 3.7%

Estonian SSR, Latvian SSR, and Lithuanian SSR 28 3.0%

Total in the former USSR 904 100%

Administration

Higher education in the country was administered by the State Committee for
Public Education. Soviet republics and regions had their own local Committees for
Public Education. In the case of some specialized institutions, corresponding ministries
and departments assumed the administrative responsibility jointly with the State
Committee. The State Committee set entrance requirements and determined curricula and
textbooks. It also determined professional training requirements.

For each institution, the State Committee for Public Education appointed a rector.
As the head of the institution, the rector chaired its Academic Council. The Academic
Council included the vice-rector, deans, department chairs, and professors. Since 1987

? SSR is the abbreviation for Soviet Socialist Republic
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the rector was elected by the faculty and staff for a five-year term. The Council was
responsible for institutional policies.

The State Committee for Public Education recognized institutions for their
contributions to education and research. The Order of Lenin (Opnen Jlenuna, Orden
Lenina), the Order of the Red Labor Banner (Opaen Tpynosoro KpacHoro 3namenu,
Orden Trudovogo Krasnogo Znameni), the Order of the October Revolution (Opnren
Oxts6pbckoii Pepomtottun, Orden Oktyabrskoi Revolutzii), and the Order of the
Friendship of People (Opaen Hpyx0s1 Haponos, Orden Druzhby Narodov) denoted
institutional quality. Institutions could also be granted the honor of being named after a
distinguished citizen in recognition of their academic merit.

Types of Institutions

Institutions of higher education included universities, institutes, academies,
uchilishcha, and conservatories.'’ The types of institutions were considered equal in
terms of academic standards, admission requirements, and awards offered. The categories
were functional and were not meant to represent an educational hierarchy. For about 900
institutions in 1990 the breakdown is shown in the table below.

Table 28. Types of Institutions of Higher Education in the former USSR

Institution Description Percent

Type of All
Institu-
tions in
1990

University | e Universities were large comprehensive institutions offering a | 8%
broad range of disciplines in the sciences and humanities.
They did not offer courses in areas such as the applied
sciences, engineering or medicine.

e The education was often theoretical and focused on
preparing researchers and teachers for the post-secondary
level. The research was primarily fundamental.

e Universities were located in major urban centers.

e In 1987, 68 universities enrolled approximately 600,000
students. In 1990, there were 70 universities. The average
enrollment ranged between 8,000 and 9,000 including part-
time and correspondence students.

Institute e Institutes typically specialized in one major applied 80%
discipline, for example medicine, agriculture, economics,
teacher education, technology, aviation, etc.

e A combination of practical industrial experience and

!9 Institutional listings for the former USSR could be found in the International Handbook of
Universities, 12" edition, and the World of Learning 1989, 39" edition.
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theoretical knowledge was emphasized. Even though
fundamental research also was done at institutes the focus
was more applied.

Institutes were generally smaller than universities, with
between 3,000 and 7,000 students.

Polytechnical institutes, or polytechnics, were the largest
type of institutes, with an average enrolment of 10,000 to
15,000 students. They trained engineers and technologists.
Polytechnics numbered 64 in 1991.

Academy

Academies could be educational institutions or institutions
dedicated to academic research. Only graduate degrees were
awarded at research academies.

There were four major research academies in the former
USSR: the Academy of Sciences, the Academy of
Pedagogical Sciences, the Academy of Agricultural
Sciences, and the Academy of Medical Sciences.

1%

Uchilische

Some uchilishche were higher education institutions, even
though the majority represented technical/vocational
institutions. The higher education uchilishche was generally
similar to the specialised institutes.

Examples of higher education uchilishche included:

theatrical uchilishche (TeatpanbHoe yuwnuile, teatral’noe
uchilishche) - school of drama and cinematography,

higher military uchilishche (Bbicliee BOCHHOE YUMIIHILIE,
vysshee voennoe uchilishche) - military school,

higher ~marine engineering uchilishche (Bbiciiee
WH)XCHEPHOE MOPCKOE YUWiuie, vysshee inzhenernoe
morskoe uchilishche) - school of marine transportation
and navigational science.

9%

Conserva-
tory

Conservatories offered programs of higher education in
music. They were similar to Institutes of Art and Institutes of
Culture.

There were 22 conservatories in the former USSR.

2%
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Admission to University-Level Higher Education

Admission to higher education in the former USSR was competitive. However,
admission to some institutions and programs was much more competitive than to others.
Applicants had to carefully weigh their chances of admission as different institutions held
their entrance examinations simultaneously. Furthermore, students had to submit the
original school-leaving certificate with the application. Although their previous academic
record was taken into consideration to some extent, the scores in the entrance exams was
the most important factor. To prepare students for the entrance exams, many higher
education institutions offered one-year preparatory courses. These one-year preparatory
courses were typically taken during the last year of school education.

Table 29. Higher Education Admission Requirements in the Former USSR

Admission Description

Requirement

Academlc A school or vocational education credential:

credential

requirement e Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education (A#festat o
Srednem (Polnom) Obshchem Obrazovanii), or

e A diploma of vocational education that includes complete
secondary education (for further details see the chapter on
Vocational/Technical Education)
AND

Examination e Oral and written entrance examinations set by individual

requirement institutions for entry into different specialisations or areas of study.
The typical number of exams is three to five.

Additional Admission Considerations

e For full-time study the age limit of 35 years was typically enforced. There was no age
limit for part-time, evening and correspondence studies.

e Institutions typically reduced the number of examinations for certain categories of
applicants. For example:

¢ individuals who had been awarded a medal (at the completion of school
education) or a diploma with honors/distinction (at the completion of vocational
education) or some other awards,

e graduates of specialized schools.

e Students from certain regions (rural regions or certain republics) who intended to
study in subject areas that would directly benefit the development of their regions,
such as agriculture and pedagogy, might have been granted priority in admission.

e The former USSR supported students from developing countries. However, foreign
students were expected to meet the same entrance requirements as Soviet nationals,
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in particular, had completed school education and taken entrance exams. There was a
compulsory pre-academic year for those who did not know Russian or/and for those
with weak pre-university training.

Forms of Education

Different forms of education were offered in the former USSR: full-time, part-
time (evening and correspondence programs), and so-called externat (a form of education
that enabled individuals to study independently and to take examinations). A limited
number of specialisations (medicine, arts, and some technical disciplines) could only be
completed through full-time study.

Unlike in western countries, a large number of students in the former USSR
enrolled in evening and correspondence programs. Out of 5,147,000 students in 1985-86,
54% were enrolled on a full-time basis, 12% studied in the evening, and 34% registered
through correspondence. Part-time students followed the same curricula and received
diplomas of the same format as full-time students.

Academic Year

Applications for admission were generally accepted in June. Entrance
examinations were held in July and August. Registration for enrollment took place at the
end of August.

The academic year ran from September to June and was divided into two
semesters, September to January and February to June. Student contact hours throughout
the year amounted to 34 to 40 hours a week, including lectures, seminars, and labs. At
least 20% of time was assigned to practical exercises and laboratory work in technical
and science curricula. Independent work and background reading occupied a less
significant amount of time than in western countries.

Each semester culminated in a final exam session, which included oral and written
exams in about five core subjects. Other courses taken in the term were marked pass/fail
on the basis of oral exams. The final mark "fail" was very rare as students were allowed
to repeat a failed exam up to two times. Students who failed more than two courses were
required to withdraw from their program.

Language of Instruction

Russian was overwhelmingly the language of instruction throughout the former
USSR.

Curriculum Standards

Under the Soviet system, the central control by the state resulted in a high degree
of uniformity in course and program contents. Higher education programs followed
highly specialized curricula that provided theoretical and practical fundamentals for their
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fields of specialization. Based on specialty groupings, specializations were numbered and
provided by the State Committee for Public Education.

Students chose their fields of specialization before their entrance to an institution
of higher education. The first two years of undergraduate study were devoted to the study
of foundation courses, mainly in social and natural sciences. Specialization courses
generally began in the third year. Foundation studies and core subjects typically
represented 50% of a program, general profile courses 35%, and specialization courses
15%.

Pure theoretical sciences, such as Mathematics and Physics, were highly
emphasized in Soviet education. Even students specializing in humanities took
compulsory courses in these areas. Compulsory courses in all specializations also
included foreign language studies, the history of the Communist Party, Marxist-Leninist
philosophy, military training, and civil defense.

Education Structure and Credentials
The Soviet system of higher education consisted of two distinct phases. The first

phase was typically five years in length and resulted in the Diploma of "Specialist". The
second phase included two levels: Candidate of Sciences and Doctor of Sciences.

52






Figure 4. Higher Education Structure in the Former USSR
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A summary of the credentials of higher education in the former USSR is
presented in the following table.
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Table 30. Higher Education Credentials in the Former USSR

Credential Typical Length | Primary Admission Access to Thesis | Sample
of Full-time Orientation | Requirements Comp- | Document in
Study letion | Appendix 2
Diploma of "Specialist" | 5 to 6 years (4 for | Academic/ Completion of | Candidate of 3-4 A, B,C
(Jumuiom Crienimanucta, | some teaching Professional school Sciences months
Diplom Spetzialista) qualifications) education and | program or
entrance exams | Employment
Candidate of Sciences Minimum 3 years | Advanced Diploma of Doctor of Atleast | D
(Kannupat Hayk, including Academic "Specialist", Sciences 2.5
Kandidat Nauk) research and Research entrance program and years
optional exams, Associate
coursework and research Professor
qualifications position
Doctor of Sciences 5to 15 years Advanced Candidate of Full-Professor | 5to 15 | M
(dokrop nayk, Doktor Academic Sciences, position years
Nauk) Research academic
position, and
research
qualifications

55



Undergraduate Education™:

Diploma of "Specialist" (Juniaom Cneuunanucra, Diplom Spetzialista), or First
Diploma (IlepBbrii Iunnom, Pervyj Diplom)

The first degree of higher education in the former USSR was commonly referred to
as the First Diploma or the Diploma of "Specialist". The credential itself, however, did
not use these terms. It was normally entitled Diploma of Completion of Higher Education
(Jurutom 06 okOHYaHUU BBICIIETO YueOHOTO 3aBeneHus1, Diplom ob okonchanii vysshego
uchebnogo zavedeniya) or just "Diploma" (dumnnom, Diplom). A specialisation appeared
in the diploma as a professional title such as Engineer, Teacher, etc.

The Diploma of "Specialist" required five years of full-time study for most
majors. Only a small number of programs required four years of study, such as some
teaching qualifications. Programs in architecture required five-and-a-half years of study.
The program in medicine required six years; in addition students undertook one year of
specialisation practice (the infernatura) in a selected field of medicine. Other disciplines,
such as geology and certain branches of engineering, technology, and fine arts also
required six years of study. A typical Diploma of "Specialist" program represented 4,500
to 5,500 hours of instruction in approximately 20 to 34 subjects depending on the
specialisation.

State Final Examination

The State Final Examination stage consisted of the state final examinations and
defence of a final research project. The final research project was expected to be of
independent research or scholarship. It was defended before the State Examination
Commission. The chairman of the commission was appointed by the State Committee for
Public Education on the recommendation of the rector of the institution. Members of the
Commission were appointed by the rector and included faculty and industry
representatives. Additionally, the State Examination Commission examined each student
in the field of specialisation.

Graduate Education:

Graduate education could be obtained at institutions of higher education (research
institutes, academies, universities, etc.).

A study program leading to the Candidate of Sciences was called aspirantura, and
a student pursing such a degree - aspirant. A study program leading to the Doctor of
Sciences was called doktorantura, and a student pursing such a degree - doktorant. The
Candidate of Sciences and Doctor of Sciences may have been undertaken either full-time
or part-time. They could also be awarded following independent study.

Both graduate degrees were traditionally awarded by the Supreme Certifying
Commission (Bsicmias Arrectannonnas Komuccus/BAK, Vysshaya Attestatsionnaya
Comissiya/VAK) under the auspicies of the Council of Ministers of the USSR.
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Candidate of Sciences (Kanaunar nayk, Kandidat Nauk)

The Candidate of Sciences was the first graduate degree in the former USSR. It
was awarded across a broad range of academic disciplines. The discipline might be stated
in the title, for example the Candidate of Economic Sciences.

Students were admitted to the Candidate of Sciences after completing the first
diploma, or the Diploma of "Specialist", with an overall grade of 'excellent' or 'good'.
They must have also passed qualifying examinations, in their proposed field of
specialisation, in a foreign language, and in philosophy.

Students undertook supervised research and prepared a thesis during at least three
years. Coursework was voluntary but common. The thesis was critically reviewed by at
least two official reviewers (opponents). It was typically about 150 pages in length. An
extended abstract of the thesis was sent out to approximately 100 other institutions for
review. The thesis was publicly defended before the Dissertation Council of the
institution. (For more information, consult the subsection on the Candidate of Sciences in
the Russian Federation.)

Doctor of Sciences (loxkTop nHayk, Doktor Nauk)

The Doctor of Sciences was the highest academic credential in the former USSR.
Highly research oriented, it was obtained by senior scholars. The primarily objective of
the doktorantura was to develop a publication track record and facilitate faculty
promotion. The Doctor of Science entitled its holder to obtain the position of a full
Professor or department head at an institution of higher education. The Doctor of
Sciences is determined by a secret ballot by peers and approved by the Supreme
Certifying Commission (VAK).

To be eligible for admission, a candidate must have held the Candidate of
Sciences, met research requirements, and been under 40 years of age. The Doctor of
Sciences required the submission of another thesis after the Candidate of Sciences. The
Doctor of Sciences thesis must have represented a piece of original research with results
of fundamental scientific or applied significance. Publication of 10 to 20 scientific papers
was required.

Although extremely rarely, the Doctor of Sciences could have been awarded
immediately after the Candidate of Sciences if the research was of appropriately high
standard. (For more information on the Doctor of Sciences, consult the subsection on the
Doctor of Sciences in the Russian Federation.)

Sample Programs

Sample "Specialist" programs in Medicine, Civil Engineering, and Architecture
are presented in the tables below."'

" The number of hours and the subjects varied by institution. The state examinations for specialisations
were the same across different institutions.
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Table 31. Six-Year "Specialist" Program in Medicine (Specialization number 1901,

Therapist), Moscow Medical Academy, 1991~

Subject Lecture Lab/Practice/ | Total
Seminar
History of the Communist Party of the USSR 60 60 120
Marxist-Leninist Philosophy 80 60 140
Principles of Scientific Atheism 18 6 24
Political Economy 50 50 100
Scientific Communism 40 40 80
Special Training 68 186 254
Civil Defense 20 30 50
Physical Education, including Medical Gymnastics
& Medical Control 11 174 190
Latin & Medical Terminology 72 72
Foreign Language 350 350
Medical Biology & Genetics 28 120 148
Medical & Biological Physics, with Information
Science & Medical Equipment 36 132 168
General & Bio-Organic Chemistry 48 140 188
Biochemistry 46 144 190
Human Anatomy 54 222 276
Histology, Embryology & Cytology 34 134 168
Normal Physiology 50 186 236
Microbiology, with Virology & Immunology 38 146 184
Pharmacology 36 130 166
Clinical Pharmacology 4 52 56
Pathological Anatomy, with Dissection 38 148 186
Pathological Physiology 38 128 166
General Hygiene, with Ecology 36 94 130
Social Hygiene & Organization of Health Services | 56 926 152
General Patient Care (Therapy) 40 40
Introduction to Internal Diseases 36 168 204
Internal Disease & General Physical Therapy 76 256 332
Endocrinology 18 38 56
Tuberculosis 18 78 96
Polyclinic Training 18 52 70
Occupational Diseases 8 30 38
Roentgenology & Radiation Medicine 18 58 76
General Patient Care (Surgery) 32 32
General Surgery & Anesthesiology 46 120 166
Reanimation & Intensive Therapy 4 34 38
Operative Surgery & Topographical Anatomy 18 112 130
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Surgical Diseases 70 210 280
Urology 8 30 38
Stomatology 8 30 38
Traumatology & Orthopedics 40 94 134
Oncology 12 50 62
Infectious Diseases & Epidemiology 42 120 162
Dermatology & Venereal Diseases 26 70 96
Neurology, Neurosurgery & Medical Genetics 38 112 150
Psychiatry 26 66 92
General & Medical Psychology 4 32 36
Otorhinolaryngology 18 56 74
Pulmonology 18 56 74
Forensic Medicine 16 70 %6
Soviet Law 30 18 48
Obstetrics & Gynecology 50 182 232
Pediatrics 36 130 166
Pediatric Surgery 8 58 66
Subtotal number of hours 6,906
Specialisation:
Internal Diseases 70 1,106 1,176
Surgical Diseases 70 1,106 1,176
Obstetrics & Gynecology 70 1,106 1,176
Total Hours 8,082

State Examinations were required at the end of second, fifth, and sixth years as follows:

Second year:
Human Anatomy
Normal Physiology
Histology
Biochemistry
Fifth Year:
Internal Diseases
Surgical Diseases
Obstetrics & Gynecology
Sixth Year:
Specialization
Marxism-Leninism

Social Hygiene & Organization of Health Services

In medicine, there were four major types of "Specialist" programs: the
therapist (primary-care physician), the hygienist (sanitarian-epidemiologist-

hygienist), the pediatrician (children's primary care physician), and the
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stomatologist (dentist). The Diploma of "Specialist" listed the title of physician
(Bpau, vrach).

Table 32. Five-Year "Specialist" Program in Civil Engineering (Specialization
Number 2903), Patrice Lumumba People's University, 1991

Subject Lecture Lab/Practice/ | Total
Seminar
History of Soviet Society 51 51 102
Philosophy 68 68 136
Philosophical & Methodological
Problems in Science & Technology 17 17 34
Political Economy 76 62 138
Scientific Communism 45 31 76
Foreign Language 464 464
Physical Education 136 136
Introduction to Specialization 34 34
Higher Mathematics 221 238 459
Chemistry 34 68 102
Physics 136 136 272
Theoretical Mechanics 85 102 187
Descriptive Geometry & Drafting 34 170 204
Engineering Geodesy 51 51 102
Construction Materials 51 51 102
Metals & Welding Technology 51 17 68
Strength of Materials 119 85 204
Hydraulics & Hydraulic Machines 68 68 136
Electrical Technology & Electronics 68 51 119
Principles of Civil Construction 62 62 124
Principles of Hydro-Technical Construction 62 62 124
Water Supply & Sewerage 34 17 51
Heat, Air Conditioning & Climate Control 48 31 79
Construction Mechanics 127 79 206
Soil Mechanics 65 31 926
Reinforced Concrete & Concrete Structures 90 76 166
Metal Structures 62 31 93
Construction Machines 45 45 90
Reconstruction of Civil & Industrial Buildings | 34 34
Highways 65 48 113
Land Reclamation 62 48 110
Computer Science & Programming 31 65 96
Work Safety 45 31 76
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Branch Economics 42 14 56
Engineering Geology 51 34 85
Management Automation Systems 17 34 51
Principles of Soviet Law 34 34
Courses in Specialization 353 353 706
Total Hours 5,465
Diploma Project: 14 weeks
State Examinations: Philosophy, Specialization
Table 33. Five-and-A-Half Year "Specialist" Program in Architecture
(Specialization Number 2901), Moscow Architectural Institute, 1991
Subject Lecture Lab/Independ | Total
ent Work
History CPSU 182 122 304
Philosophy 78 62 140
Aesthetics 62 46 108
Economics 120 120 240
Communism 32 44 76
Soviet Law 30 14 44
World Culture 24 24
Foreign Language 124 156 280
Higher Mathematics 32 28 60
Building Mechanics 142 130 272
Planning Technique 90 52 142
Architectural Materials 90 46 136
Architectural Construction 120 115 235
Construction Site Technology/Safety 62 46 108
Construction Economics 62 46 108
Construction Organization 40 30 70
Geodesy 32 14 46
Site Preparation 62 42 104
Building Engineering Equipment 62 42 104
Building Physics 116 100 216
Descriptive Geometry 130 94 224
Drawing 380 180 560
Painting 136 40 176
Sculpture 85 40 125
Art History 82 48 130
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History of Architecture 60 438 108
Russian Architecture 64 34 98
Urban History 60 48 108
Soviet Architecture 30 24 54
Foreign Architecture 20 20 40
Problems of Architecture & Urban Planning | 30 20 50
Introduction to the Profession 32 22 54
Architectural Typology of Buildings 30 20 50
Theory of Urban Planning 30 14 44
Ecological Issues 30 14 44
Volume/Distance Planning 124 146 270
Basics of Architecture Planning 380 420 800
Architectural Planning 490 554 1,044
Civil Defense 52 26 78
Disciplinary Specialized Courses (Residential

Architecture):

Sociology of Residential Buildings 12 12
Theory of Architectural Composition 30 21 51
Special Course on Construction & Engineering | 70 70
Equipment

Rural Building Projects 12 12
Practical Work 29 29
Course Project 284 284
Total Hours 7,332

Table 34. Five-Year "Specialist" Program in Literary Studies (Specialization
Number 0216), A.M. Gorkij Literary Institute, 1991"

Subject Lecture | Lab/Practice/ | Total
Seminar
History of the Communist Party of the USSR 56 64 120
Analytical Problems in the History of the Communist 50 50
Party of the USSR
Marxist-Leninist Philosophy 60 80 140
Political Economy 58 82 140
Scientific Communism 30 38 68
History of the USSR 70 70
World History 70 70
History of Philosophy 70 70
Marxist-Leninist Aesthetics 70 70
Principles of Scientific Atheism (changed to History of | 34 34

Religion)
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Soviet Law 36 36
Foreign Languages 490 490
Introduction to Literary Studies 58 12 70
Oral Folk Art 28 6 34
History of Russian Literature 258 48 306
History of Soviet Literature 140 140
Seminar in Contemporary Soviet Literature 300 300
History of Foreign Literature 280 280
Introduction to Linguistics 36 36
Contemporary Russian 100 100 200
Orthography and Punctuation Practice 70 70
History of Russian Literary Language 48 22 70
Russian Stylistics 70 70 140
Editing Theory and Practice 32 18 50
Studies in Literary Crafts (Poetry, Prose, Drama. 450 450
Literary Criticism, Translation)

Courses in Specialization 360 120 480
Civil Defense 30 6 36
Physical Education 140 140
Diploma Project variable
Total Hours 4,160

State Examinations:
Marxism-Leninism
History of Russian and Soviet Literature

Grading System

The grading system in higher education in the former USSR was the same as at
the other levels of education. Additionally, some courses were marked 3auem (zachet),
which is usually translated as pass or credit. No more than five set examinations were
typically graded each semester. The remaining courses of the term were marked 3auem
(zachet), if passed. Students could continue their programs and graduate only if they
passed each subject of the curriculum. They could retake a failed exam at most two times.

Table 35. Grading Scale in Higher Education in the Former USSR

Scale Description
5 Excellent (Otnuuno, Otlichno)
4 Good (Xopotio, Horosho)
3 Satisfactory (Y 10BieTBOpPHUTENHHO,
Udovletvoritel'no)
) Fail (HeynoBneTBoputenbHo,
Neudovletvoritel'no)
Zachet Pass (3auer, Zachet)
Nezachet Fail (He3auer, Nezachet)
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Higher Education in the Russian Federation

Reforms in Higher Education

Since the early 1990’s the system of higher education in the Russian Federation
has undergone major reforms. The reforms were based on the 1992 Law of Education and
1996 amendments and changes to the Law on Education passed as the Law on Higher
Education and Graduate Education.

As institutions moved toward administrative and financial autonomy, a new
accreditation system was developed to make it possible for institutions to disengage from
centralized authority and control. Further, the 1992 Law on Education provided for the
establishment of private higher education institutions. By 2005 there were 631 licensed
private institutions of which about 75% were accredited. In addition, public higher
education institutions now admit a significant number of tuition-paying students.

The higher education sector has witnessed a rapid growth. In 1990 there were
about 900 higher education institutions. In 2005 there were 1304 higher education
institutions. The number of students enrolled in higher education has increased
dramatically as well: 2.6 million in 1993, 3.7 million in 1999/2000, 5.9 million students
in 2002-2003.

As part of the integration of the Russian Federation into the Bologna process a
new degree structure was adopted.'? From 1992/93 the Russian Federation has
implemented a new credential structure of Intermediate Diploma, Bachelor's and Master's
degrees. The longer traditional first degree of Diploma of "Specialist" continues to be
widely offered in parallel to the Bachelor's and Master's degrees. In 2004, 92.4% of
undergraduate students were enrolled in Diploma of "Specialist" programs compared to
7.2% in Bachelor programs.

A new examination at the end of Grade 11, known as the Unified State
Examination, has been progressively implemented since 2001. It is used to evaluate
secondary school outcomes, and as a standardized national entry examination to higher
education institutions. Proponents expect the USE to improve the transparency and equity
of the higher education admission process, and to reduce corruption and bribery.

Recent years have also witnessed changes in the priorities of specialisations. The
numbers of students in the fields of economics, management, law, foreign languages,
sociology, and psychology have considerably increased. At the same time, in the fields of
engineering and technology the numbers have declined. This is in contrast to the 1980's,
when the portion of students in the latter fields steadily exceeded 40 percent of the total
number of students.

'2 One of the goals of the Bologna process is to make academic degree and quality assurance standards
more comparable throughout Europe. The Bologna declaration was signed by ministers of education from
29 European countries in the Italian city of Bologna in 1999.
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New specialisations have been designed especially in the humanities and the
socio-economic sciences. Higher education institutions now offer educational programs
in cultural studies, theology, political science, management, commerce, public relations,
accounting, state and municipal management, marketing, and in many other fields. Some
of these programs are based on revisions of specialisations that existed in the former
USSR, while others have been designed anew.

Courses in humanities and the socio-economic sciences have been included in
programs in engineering and the natural sciences. Their volume has doubled and now
constitutes more than 20 percent of contact hours. The teaching of sociology, political
science, and cultural studies has been introduced. The study of philosophy, history, law,
market economics, and other disciplines has been freed from ideology and brought nearer
to the achievements of science. In the humanities and the socio-economic sciences,
training in modern technologies has been strengthened. In particular, the study of the
foundations of information technology (informatics) has been introduced.

Administration

Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) in the Russian Federation can be
administered federally, locally, or privately. In 2003 there were 676 federal, 45 local, and
578 private HEIs.

Table 36. Higher Education Administration in the Russian Federation, 2006

Level of | Administrative Body and Its Main Responsibilities
Adminis-
tration

Federal The Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation
(MunucrepctBo O6paszoBanus u Hayku, Ministerstvo Obrazovaniya i Nauki)

e Federal Higher Education Institutions may be administered directly by the
Ministry of Education and Science. The Ministry of Education and Science
is responsible for legislative regulation and the development of national
policy for all levels of education, research, technology, and innovation. It
controls and coordinates numerous subordinate agencies.

Federal Industry-Specific Ministries and Agencies

e About half of federal HEIs operate under the auspices of various industry-
specific Ministries and Agencies, such as the Ministry of Health Care, etc.

Local Regional and Municipal Administrations

e Regional and municipal authorities have responsibility for the local
development of education (curriculum development, textbooks, teaching
methods, budgets, construction, and equipment). They also establish local
HEIs.

Private Private Institutions
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Providers | e Private HEIs may be set up by private bodies, local and foreign enterprises
and organisations in accordance with the 1992 Law on Education. They are
most prolific in the fields of Law, Management, Finance, and Humanities.

The federal Ministry of Education and Science has undergone several name changes:

e 1991 - 1996: Ministry of Education and State Committee for Higher Education of
the Russian Federation

o The Ministry of Education was in charge of the development and
implementation of state policy in pre-school, general, and vocational
education.

o The State Committee for Higher Education was responsible for the
development and implementation of state policy in higher education.

e 1996 - 1999: Ministry for General and Professional Education
e 1999 - 2004: Ministry of Education

e 2004-present: Ministry of Education and Science (commonly referred to as the
Ministry of Education)

State Education Standard

The State Education Standard comprises the state-defined (federal) minimum
curriculum requirements for different specialisations.™" It is developed by teaching and
methodological associations and approved by the Ministry of Education of the Russian
Federation. To be accredited, educational programs must comply with the State
Education Standard, and research degrees with the requirements of the Russian Academy
of Sciences. Institutions that do not have state accreditation do not have to comply with
the Standard.

To oversee compliance with the standard, higher education institutions are
governed by an Academic Council headed by a rector who is responsible for the direct
administration of the institution. An Academic Council is comprised of academic staff.
The term of office of an Academic Council is five years.

Quality Assurance/Accreditation

The 1992 Law on Education and 1996 Law on Higher and Graduate Education
stipulate that quality assurance of higher education in the Russian Federation is
implemented through licensing, attestation, and accreditation, as well as the State
Education Standard. State (public) and non-state (private) institutions are subject to the
same compliance criteria and processes. Campuses of an institution undergo these
processes at the same time as the head institution.
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It is important to note that only accredited institutions may grant diplomas of
the state format and only for their accredited programs. Licensing and attestation are
prerequisites for accreditation.

Table 37. Quality Assurance Stages in the Russian Federation

Quality Description
Assurance

Stages

Licensing | Licensing permits an institution to engage in educational activities in
specified specialisations at specified levels but not grant diplomas of the
state format. An evaluation team considers whether the institution meets
state requirements with respect to educational facilities, equipment,
teaching staff, and teaching materials.

Attestation | The attestation is based on a self-evaluation and external examination by a
central or regional agency. Attestation is a decision by the State
Attestation Board that the institution complies with the State Educational
Standard for higher education in terms of the level and quality of its
graduates. Attestation alone does not give the right to grant diplomas
of the state format.

Accredita- | Accreditation means permission to grant diplomas of the state format
tion and apply a state seal. Accreditation involves both institutional and
program accreditation based on a self-evaluation and peer review. The
institution is evaluated against twelve criteria to determine whether the
State Educational Standard is met. As of 2004, 79% of all institutions
were accredited. However, not all of the programs of an accredited
institution may be accredited. Non-accredited institutions issue their own
non-state diplomas.

Accredited Institutions

A list of accredited institutions in Russia can be found at
http://www.russianenic.ru/english/cred/index.html. 93 % of state institutions are
accredited, whereas among non-state institutions only 60 % are accredited.

Types of Institutions of Higher Education
There are three major types of higher education institutions in the Russian

Federation: universities, academies, and institutes. As was the case in the former USSR,
the types of institutions are comparable in terms of the level of education.
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Table 38. Types of Institutions of Higher Education in the Russian Federation

Institution
Type

Description

Percent
of All
Institu-
tions

in 2005

University

A university is a large comprehensive institution that conducts
fundamental and applied research and offers undergraduate and
graduate programs in a wide range of disciplines.

In the Russian Federation many institutions of other types (such
as institutes) have changed their names to universities.

There are now Pedagogical Universities (former Pedagogical
Institutes), Medical Universities (former Medical Institutes),
Agricultural Universities (former Agricultural Institutes),
Technical Universities (former Polytechnic and Specialized
Institutes), etc. They coexist with the classical universities of the
Soviet era that offer programs of a wide range of Humanities and
Sciences.

27%

Academy

An academy conducts fundamental and applied research and
offers undergraduate and graduate programs in a single major
area of science, technology, or culture.

Many institutions of other types (such as institutes) have
changed their names to academies.

15%

Institute

An institute may be an independent institution or a division of a
university or academy with a more specialised focus.

An institute offers undergraduate programs in one or more
disciplines, and may offer graduate programs. They conduct
fundamental and applied research in those disciplines and carry
out professional development of specialists.

57%

Other

Some institutions of other types (such as uchilische and
conservatory) have kept their names since the Soviet times.
Consult the section on higher education in the former USSR for
more information.

1%

In 2006, out of 1387 institutions of higher education, 378 were universities, 205
academies, and 804 institutes.

Students may transfer to other higher education institutions if they meet
requirements of that institution.
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Admission to University-Level Higher Education

Table 39. Higher Education Admission Requirements in the Russian Federation

Admission Description
Requirement
Acadenpc A school or vocational education credential:
credential
requirement e Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education (Attestat o
Srednem (Polnom) Obshchem Obrazovanii), or
e A diploma of vocational education that includes complete
secondary education (for further details see the chapter on
Vocational/Technical Education)
AND
Examination Prior to the introduction of the USE in | Since the introduction of the
requirement 2001 USE in 2001
e Oral and written entrance e Certificate of USE results
examinations set by 1pd1v1dual And/or
institutions for entry into different '
specialisations or areas of study. e Oraland written entrance
The typical number of exams is examinations as before (as
three to five. set by the institution)

Unified State Examination (USE)

The Unified State Examination (Eaunbii rocynapctBennsiit sx3amen/El'D, Edinyj
gosudarstvennyj ekzamen/EGE) has been implemented since 2001 as a standardised
school graduation examination.”™ Test takers receive the Certificate of USE Results
(CBunetenbcTBO 0 pesynbrarax EI'D, Svidetel'stvo o Rezul'tatach EGE).

Higher education institutions may use the USE results in place of, or in addition
to, their own entrance examinations. With a Certificate of USE Results and an applicable
school leaving credential, students can apply simultaneously to several institutions all
over the country.

By 2004, 70% of the student cohort across 64 regions took the USE. There were
946 participating higher education institutions. The plan was to have 1,650 participating
HEIs by 2005.

For more information on the USE please consult the chapter on School Education.
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Additional Admission Considerations

e Admission for fee-paying students may not be as competitive as for students financed
from the state budget.

e Institutions of higher education may reduce the number of examinations for certain
categories of applicants. For example:

¢ individuals who have been awarded a medal (at the completion of school
education) or a diploma with honors/distinction (at the completion of vocational
education) or some other awards,

e graduates of specialized schools.

¢ Foreign students must meet the same entrance requirements as Russian nationals, in
particular, have completed school education and taken entrance exams. There is a
compulsory pre-academic year for those who do not know Russian or/and for those
with weak pre-university training. Foreign applicants may not be older than 28 (35 for
doctoral studies). In addition, they must have a valid Student visa and financial
guarantees.

e Bribery to gain admission is a widespread problem in the Russian Federation, perhaps
on a greater scale than in the former USSR, and more so at prestigious schools and
programs. The adoption of the USE to replace the entrance exam requirement is
hoped to help combat this problem.

Forms of Education

There are different forms of education: full-time, part-time (evening and
correspondence programs), and so-called externat (a form of education that enables
individuals to study independently and to take examinations). The State Education
Standard specifies acceptable forms of education for each specialisation.™" The
minimum content requirements set by the State Education Standard do not depend on the
form of education.

Academic Year

Entrance examinations are traditionally held in August. The academic year runs
from September to June. It is divided into two academic semesters with examinations
held at the end of each. Examinations may be oral or written and number about five per
semester. In contrast to other countries, in the Russian Federation 100% of the course
grade is determined by the final examination grade in that subject. Other courses may be
evaluated as pass/fail. In order to qualify for the final examination, students must also
complete professional practice requirements.

The university level higher education curriculum stipulates 36 weeks of study a
year. Depending on the field of study (specialisation), mandatory courses in the
curriculum constitute 80 to 85 percent, optional courses 15 to 20 percent. The total
workload of a student should not exceed 54 hours a week, including classroom work and
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independent studies. For part-time evening education, classwork should be no less than
10 hours a week. In the case of correspondence education, students are offered at least
160 contact hours a year.

It is important to note that the system of higher education in the Russian
Federation, as in the former USSR, emphasizes contact hours at the expense of
homework and independent study. Therefore a direct conversion of instructional hours in
the Russian Federation to semester hours (credits) in Western countries may be
misleading.

One of the current initiatives of the Russian Ministry of Education in conjunction
with the Bologna process is the introduction of credits. The European Credit Transfer
System (ECTS) uses a standard system of 30 hours corresponding to one ECTS credit. It
is envisioned that one academic year will comprise of approximately 60 credits.

Language of Instruction

The principal language of higher education in the Russian Federation is Russian.
Higher education may be conducted in other languages of the Russian Federation, as well
as foreign languages. The language of education is set by the appropriate administrative
body.

State Final Examination

All state-accredited institutions follow the same state final examination procedure
(rocynmapcTBeHHAass MTOTOBasl aTTecTanusi, gosudartvennaya itogovaya attestatziya). It
includes state final examinations and a final research project. A state final examination
may be in an individual subject or in an interdisciplinary subject area. The minimum
number and content of the state final examinations are set in the State Education
Standard.

Curriculum Standards

As in the former USSR, higher education programs in the Russian Federation are
divided into study areas (nampaBnenus, napravleniya), which are further subdivided into
specialisations (cnenuansHoCTH, spetsial 'nosti). Similarly, all programs continue to be
identified by a number and a name.™" Specialisations within the same study area may
carry the same identification number but different names. The total number of
specialisations has increased as traditional specialisations exist in parallel with new
specialisations. New specialisations were added in study areas such as
business/management, law, sociology, computer science/informatics, languages,
environmental science, etc.

Foundation studies, in the 1% and 2™ year of study, now integrate compulsory
teaching in humanities and social sciences for natural science programs, and vice versa.
Also in a shift from the Soviet system, some subjects, such as the history of the
Communist Party of the USSR, scientific communism, and political economy, which were
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previously part of foundation studies within all specialisations, have been renamed,
revised or eliminated. Despite a broader general character of studies in the first two years
of study, many Bachelor and "Specialist" programs continue to represent a high degree of
professional specialisation.

The division of the course content into foundation studies, basic professional
courses and specialised courses are similar to that in the Soviet system of education.
However, now institutions of higher education have some autonomy with regard to
determining the course content. Institutions may define 15 to 20% of the curriculum
based on regional requirements and specialisation. As well, in addition to compulsory
courses, students may choose among a certain number of electives. In Bachelor and
"Specialist" programs, the state-determined curriculum constitute most of the study hours.
In Master programs, the state educational standard defines only general course
requirements.

Education Structure and Credentials
In the Russian Federation the new Diploma of Incomplete Higher Education,

Bachelor's and Master's degrees are offered in parallel with the traditional Diploma of
"Specialist", the Doctor of Sciences, and the Candidate of Sciences.
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Figure 5. Higher Education Structure in the Russian Federation
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A summary of the credentials of higher education in the Russian Federation is
presented in the following table.
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Table 40. Higher Education Credentials in the Russian Federation

Credential Typical Length | Primary Admission Access to Thesis | Existed | Sample
of Full-time Orientation | Requirements Comp- | in the Document
Study letion | Former | in
USSR Appendix
2
Diploma of Incomplete 2 years Academic Completion of | Bachelor or N/A No E
Higher Education school "Specialist"
(umuiom o HemomHOM education and | program or
BBICIIEM 00pa30BaHMM, entrance exams | Employment
Diplom o Nepolnom
Vysshem Obrazovanii),
or Incomplete Diploma
Bachelor's degree 4 years (2 years Academic Same as above | Master or 1.5-4 No F.G
(bakanasp, after Incomplete or Incomplete "Specialist" months
Bakalavr) Diploma) Diploma program or
Employment
Diploma of "Specialist" | 5 to 6 years (4 Academic/ Same as above | Candidate of 34 Yes H,G
(Hdumnom Crienmanucta, | years in few Professional or Bachelor's Sciences months
Diplom Spetzialista) specialisations) degree program or
(1 to 1.5 years Employment

after a Bachelor,
3 years after
Diploma of
Incomplete
Higher
Education)
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Credential Typical Length | Primary Admission Access to Thesis | Existed | Sample
of Full-time Orientation | Requirements Comp- | in the Document
Study letion | Former | in
USSR Appendix
2
Master's degree 2 years after a Academic Bachelor's Candidate of | 0.5-1 No LG
(Marwuctp, Magistr) Bachelor's degree | Research degree or Sciences years
(1 to 1.5 years Diploma of program or
after a Diploma "Specialist", Employment
of "Specialist", entrance exams
not common)
Candidate of Sciences Minimum 3 years | Advanced Diploma of Doctor of At least | Yes K
(Kangunmat Hayk, after a Academic "Specialist" or Sciences 2.5
Kandidat Nauk) "Specialist" ora | Research Master's program and | years
Master's degree degree, Associate
entrance Professor
exams, position
and research
qualifications
Doctor of Sciences 5 to 15 years Advanced Candidate of Full- 5to15 | Yes L
(HoxTop Hayk, Doktor after a Candidate | Academic Sciences, Professor years
Nauk) of Sciences Research academic position
position, and
research
qualifications

75



Undergraduate Education™"":

Diploma of Incomplete Higher Education (Jumiom o0 HenmojaHoOM BbIcHIEM
o0pa3zoBanum, Diplom o Nepolnom Vysshem Obrazovanii)

The Diploma of Incomplete Higher Education is also known as Incomplete
Diploma or Intermediate Diploma. This diploma is not considered a degree; it is only an
intermediate qualification. It is issued at the student’s request or to students who cease
study part-way through a Bachelor or "Specialist" program. It may be issued after at least
two years in a Bachelor or "Specialist" program and later be used for reentry into a
relevant program. After the first two years of studies students would have usually covered
the compulsory fundamental courses in a given study area.

The Diploma gives direct access to the labour market and facilitates mobility
among education institutions and/or different specialisation programs. It often states that
it gives the right to carry out the professional activity at the level it represents or to
continue higher education.

Bachelor's degree (bakanaBp, Bakalavr)

The Bachelor's degree is the first degree in the Russian post-secondary system.

About 80% of the curriculum in a Bachelor program is based on State Educational
Standards. Each Bachelor program contains a defined portion of fundamental education
with courses taken from the humanities, the social sciences and economics, and the
natural sciences. In senior years students receive specialized education and complete
professional practicum. The Bachelor's degree is primarily an academic degree, and gives
access to the Master's degree. It is considered to be less professionally oriented than the
traditional Diploma of "Specialist", and may be less popular with some employers. It may
be awarded in all disciplines except medicine and related disciplines such as veterinary
medicine and dentistry.

The Bachelor program normally requires 25-30 contact hours per week. The
program also includes a compulsory 10 to 12-week professional practicum in the area of
specialisation.

The State final attestation includes the defense of a final research project and State
final examinations. The final research project is prepared over a period of up to four
months of full-time study and defended before a State Examination Commission. State
final examinations may be in individual subjects or an interdisciplinary area.

The Supplement to the Diploma (Ilpunoxenune x Humniomy, Prilozhenie k
Diplomu) includes the list of subjects, number of hours, grades, professional practicum,
and the results obtained in the final state examinations and in the defence of the final
research project. The Supplement to the Diploma may also be translated as the
Addendum to the Diploma.
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Diploma of "Specialist" (Jlunjgom Cneuuanucra, Diplom Spetzialista) referred to
informally since the Soviet era as the "First Diploma" (Ilepsbiit nunuom, Pervyj Diplom)

The traditional first degree from the Soviet system, the Diploma of "Specialist",
continues to be offered in parallel with the new Bachelor's degree. The document is titled
“Diploma” and does not state “Specialist” although it is commonly known as the
Diploma of "Specialist". A specialisation appears in the document as “qualification” with
a specialist title such as Economist, Teacher, Engineer, Doctor, etc. The "Specialist" is for
students who choose to pursue advanced study in their specialisation. It is primarily
oriented toward professional practice but also gives access to the Candidate of Sciences.

A "Specialist" program may be undertaken as a first degree following the
completion of school education, or as a second undergraduate degree following a
Bachelor's degree. As a first degree, it typically requires five years of full-time study
although programs in different specialisations may vary from four to six years in length.
Only a small number of programs require four years of study, such as pedagogy or
finance. Medicine requires six years of study, as do some engineering and technology
disciplines. Following a Bachelor's degree, the Diploma of "Specialist" normally requires
one to one and a half years of full-time study.

The State final attestation for the Diploma of "Specialist" includes the defence of
a final research project and State final examinations. The State final attestation
procedures and the format of the Diploma and the supplement are the same as for the
Bachelor's degree.

Foreign students who successfully complete a "Specialist" program receive a
diploma format that is different from the typical Diploma of "Specialist". Foreign
students are typically required to study Russian for at least one year prior to enrolling into
a "Specialist" program. Their Diploma of "Specialist" is often translated as "Master".

Diploma of Professional Retraining (Iunsiom o npodeccuonaabHoii
nepenoaroroske, Diplom o Professionalnoi Perepodgotovke)

The Diploma of Professional Retraining is awarded to those who already have a
higher education credential (a Diploma of "Specialist" or a Bachelor's degree) and who
complete studies in another specialization. The Diploma is awarded with a professional
title. Programs of professional retraining vary in length but are shorter than the regular
degree programs (typically between six months and two years). The Diploma of
Professional Retraining represents a type of the After Degree program.

Final Research Project Preparation in Undergraduate Programs
For the preparation of a final research project, a supervisor is appointed for each

student. Students choose topics from a list of topics set by the institution or propose their
own topics. The final research project is expected to be of independent research or
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scholarship. Before the defense can take place, experts in the respective fields review the
work.

A final research project is defended before an examination commission, called the
State Attestation Commission, set up by the rector of the institution. The members of
State Attestation Commission are professors and researchers from various institutions and
experts from the industry. The chairperson is invited from outside the institution and is
approved by the administrative body in charge of the institution.

Graduate Education:

Master's degree (Maructp, Magistr)

The Master's degree is obtained upon the completion of a minimum two years of
study following a Bachelor 's degree or a minimum of one year following a Diploma of
"Specialist".

For holders of a Bachelor's degree in the same field, admission procedures may
consist of examinations, interviews, etc. as determined individually by educational
institutions. Holders of a Bachelor's degree wishing to pursue a Master program in
another discipline must pass additional tests that reflect the curriculum of the Bachelor
program in the chosen discipline. Master's degrees give access to Candidate of Sciences
study.

The Master is primarily an academic program leading to the defense of a thesis.
Each Master program consists of two equally weighted components: the course
component and the independent research component. In addition to core area courses it
usually includes some pedagogy courses. Professional practice may also be required.

The final State attestation includes the defence of a thesis and State final
examinations. The thesis is based on original research under the guidance of a supervisor.
The document of a Master's degree indicates both the discipline and the research area and
follows the general format of the document of a Bachelor's degree.

The State educational standard defines only general requirements for Master
programs and not specific requirements for the content of education. Institutions of higher
education make their own decisions regarding the program content.

Traditional Doctoral degrees: the Candidate of Sciences and the Doctor of Sciences

In the Russian Federation, the two traditional doctoral degrees of Candidate of
Sciences and Doctor of Sciences continue to be offered. Only public fully-accredited
higher education institutions and research institutes may award the doctoral degrees.
They operate respectively under the general supervision of the Ministry of Education and
Science, and the Russian Academy of Sciences.
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A study program leading to the Candidate of Sciences is called aspirantura, and a
student pursing such a degree - aspirant. A study program leading to the Doctor of
Sciences is called doktorantura, and a student pursing such a degree - doktorant. The
Candidate of Sciences and Doctor of Sciences may be undertaken either full-time or part-
time. They can also be awarded following independent study.

The doctoral candidate publicly defends the doctoral thesis before a Dissertation
Council established under the overall supervision of the Supreme Certifying Committee
(Vysshij Attestatsionnyj Komitet/VAK) of the Russian Federation.

Candidate of Sciences (Kanaunart nayk, Kandidat Nauk)

The Candidate of Sciences is the first doctoral degree in the Russian educational
system and is awarded in all disciplines. It is focused on research and university teaching.

Admission is competitive and institutions set quotas for the number of students
admitted each year. The quotas are based on the available funds and facilities, research
staff, as well as federal guidelines for the needs in science and economy. Institutions
usually set an age limit of 35 years for full-time aspirants and 45 years for part-time
aspirants.

Admission is based on a five or six-year Diploma of "Specialist", or since 1996, a
Master's degree. The overall level of achievement required in these degrees is at least
‘Good’. Application requirements include a research proposal, research and academic
track record, and entrance examinations. Additionally, preliminary discussions of
proposed research with prospective supervisor(s) are usually required. Applicants take
competitive entrance examinations in the subject of specialization, in one foreign
language, and in philosophy. Admission is awarded based on the results of the entrance
examinations and evaluation by prospective supervisor(s).

A Doctor of Sciences, or a Professor, specializing in the research area is appointed
as a supervisor for each aspirant as soon as he or she joins an aspirantura. Aspirants may
be required or encouraged to teach in their subject areas, usually seminar classes. In that
case they hold a position of an assistant (assistent). Full-time Candidate students receive
a stipend from the state and any salary as an assistant.

Programs include both graduate courses and research. The theoretical coursework
component of the program comprises 20%.

The courses consist of lectures and seminars. During graduate studies, students
study pedagogy and teaching methods, psychology, economics, information technology,
mathematical simulation, and other subjects.

In addition to course examinations, aspirants must pass qualifying (Candidate)
examinations in the given specialization, in philosophy, and in a foreign language. The
Academic Council of the institution determines the content of these exams. Qualifying
examinations are usually completed within the first year of study.

The thesis is expected to make a significant original contribution to the field of
knowledge. The thesis defence is public before a Dissertation Council. A Dissertation
Council is comprised of holders of the Doctor of Sciences and the Candidate of Sciences
degrees. Dissertation Councils are appointed by the Supreme Certifying Committee
(Vysshij Attestatsionnyj Komitet, VAK) of the Russian Federation.”™
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The Candidate of Sciences is a preferred credential for the position of Associate
Professor (dotzent). It grants its holder a competitive advantage in applying for teaching
and research positions at educational and research institutions and leads to a higher
salary.

The Candidate of Sciences awarded to foreign nationals may be translated as a
PhD degree.

Doctor of Sciences (JdokTop Hayk, Doktor Nauk)

The second level of doctoral studies and highest academic degree in the Russian
Federation, as in the former USSR, is the degree of Doctor of Sciences. Similarly to the
Candidate of Sciences, it is awarded in all disciplines. In architecture and fine arts, the
degrees awarded are the Doctor of Architecture and the Doctor of Fine Arts, respectively.
In technical sciences, the degree is called the Doctor of Technical Sciences.

It requires a period of study following the Candidate of Sciences and the writing
of another doctoral thesis leading to a public defence. Although the program has no fixed
duration, in practice it generally requires five to 15 years of full-time study. Doctoral
theses are prepared either on a full-time basis during doctoral studies in doktorantura or
independently, outside doktorantura.

Doctor of Sciences programs are offered at leading educational and research
institutions. The qualifying requirements for a doctoral thesis are higher than those for a
Candidate thesis. The thesis for the degree of Doctor of Sciences must be an advanced
work that solves an important problem of social, scientific, or technological significance.
It must also serve as a basis for several referred publications. Similarly to the Candidate
of Sciences, the Doctor of Sciences is awarded by resolution of the Supreme Certifying
Committee of the Russian Federation.

Admission to doktorantura is competitive and available to holders of Candidate of
Sciences degrees known for their contributions in their respective fields. Candidates must
hold teaching and/or research positions at recognized educational or research institutions.
The standard age limit for doktorantura is 40 years. In some cases it may be 45 years.
Outside of doktorantura, no age limit is applied to those seeking the Doctor of Sciences
degree through independent research.

The main admission requirements are research achievements in a chosen area.
Applicants must submit a complete outline for a thesis, a list of research publications, and
reviews of the applicant's research. The Academic Council of the institution makes
admission decisions and approves individual research programs.

Doctoral programs have no course component; they consist only of research. A
research consultant, who must be a holder of the Doctor of Sciences degree, is appointed
to advise a doktorant. As well, doktorants may visit other leading research centres in the
country or abroad for their research. Doktorants present an annual progress report to the
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Academic Council. The Academic Council monitors the progress against their individual
programs and decides as to their continuation in doktorantura.

The doktorant submits the thesis to the Dissertation Council. The Dissertation
Council for the Doctor of Sciences degree is designated by the Supreme Certifying
Committee and consists of Doctors of Sciences. The general defence procedure for the
degree of Doctor of Sciences is the same as for the Candidate of Sciences degree. The
final decision for the award of a Doctor of Science degree is after the Supreme Certifying
Committee.

The degree of Doctor of Sciences serves as a prerequisite for appointment to the post
of a full Professor (Ilpodeccop, Professor) at a higher education institution.

Sample Programs

The State Education Standards (minimum curriculum requirements) for several
sample programs are presented in the tables below.

Table 41. State Education Standard for the Bachelor of Technology in Metallurgy
(Specialisation number 550500), 2000

Study area and related subjects Individual |Total
Subject Hours
Hours

Humanities and socio-economic area — total number of hours 1800

Mathematical and scientific area — total number of hours 2450

Math and computer science 860

General scientific subjects 1100

Physics

Chemistry

Basis of crystallography and mineralogy

Physical chemistry

Ecology

Student electives (subjects are determined by the institutions) 490

General introduction to the specialisation — total number of hours 1820

Exchange of heat and mass and heat technology of metallurgy 120

Descriptive geometry and drawing 150

Applied mechanics 200

Electro technology and electronics 190

Physical metal science 260

Physics and chemistry of process and systems of metallurgy 100

Physical- chemical methods of analysis 100

Heat machinery and heat energetic of metallurgy 190

Metrology, standardisation 70

Safety 100
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Student electives (subjects are determined by the institutions)

340

Specialisation including seminars and workshops 824
Additional subjects 450
Total hours for the theoretical course component 7344
Practical training and state final exams 40 weeks

Table 42. State Education Standard for the Bachelor of Economics (Specialisation

number 521600), valid from 1997/98" **

Study area and related subjects

Individual
Subject
Hours

Total
Hours

Humanities and socio-economic area — total number of hours

1690

Philosophy

Foreign language

340

Culture

History

Sport

408

Law

Sociology

Politology

Psychology and pedagogy

Student electives (subjects are determined by the institutions)

324

Mathematical and scientific area — total number of hours

1200

Math and computer science

Modern scientific theories

Student electives (subjects are determined by the institutions)

300

General introduction to the specialisation — total number of hours

2900

Theory of economics

360

Economic thinking throughout history

History of economics

Statistics

Accounting

Finance, money and credit

Management

Economics and sociology of labour

World economy

Marketing

Strategic organisation

Price formation

Social and economic prognosis

Tax systems

'3 If the number of hours within a specific subject is not stated then the number of hours is

determined individually by institutions.
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Human recourse

Incomes policies and salary

Student electives (subjects are determined by the institutions) 1058
Specialisation 806
Additional subjects 640
Total hours for the theoretical course component 7236
Practical training 12 weeks
Final State Examinations and Defence of Final Research Project 2 weeks
Table 43. State Education Standard for the "Specialist" of Engineering with
Specialisation in Metallurgy of Black Metals (Specialisation number 110100),
2000xxxu
Study area and related subjects Individual | Total
Subject Hours
Hours

Humanities and socio-economic area — total number of hours 1802
Mathematical and scientific area - total number of hours 2380
Mathematics and computer science 920

Mathematics 670

Computer science 250
Physics 400
Inorganic chemistry 270
Basis of crystallography and mineralogy 60
Physical chemistry 250
Ecology 200
Student electives (subjects are determined by the institutions) 280
General introduction to the specialisation -total number of hours 1850
Exchange of heat and mass and heat technology of metallurgy 250
Descriptive geometry and drawing 150
Applied mechanics 200
Electro technology and electronics 190
Physical metallurgy 260
Coloured metals production 80
Processing of metals under pressure 70
Physical- chemical methods of analysis 100
Metrology, standardisation and certification 70
Safety 100
Organisation and management 100
Student electives (subjects are determined by the institutions) 280
Specialised subjects within metallurgy — total number of hours 1630
Specialisation including seminars and workshops 530
Additional subjects 600
Course total 8262
Practical training 12 weeks
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Table 44. State Education Standard for the Master in Philology (Specialisation

520300), 2000°*"

Study area and related subjects

Individual | Total
Subject Hours

Hours

State determined curriculum 700
Modern problems of philology 300

History and methodology of philology 300

Computer technology in philology 100

Subjects determined by region 434
Subjects determined by institution 300
Specialisation subjects 900
Scientific research activities 2034
Total hours (courses and research) 4368

Total theoretical course including scientific research activities, 58 weeks
professional practicum and thesis

Practical training 20 weeks
Scientific research 14 weeks
Pedagogical (scientific area) 6 weeks
Examinations 6 weeks
Final state examinations 4 weeks
Total 88 weeks

In "Specialist" programs in medicine there are now nine areas of study. They can
be studied not only at medical institutes but also at medical academies and regular

universities.

Table 45. Areas of Study in "Specialist" Programs in Medicine in the Russian

Federation, 2000

Area of Study | Area of Study Years of Full | Specialist Title
Number Time Study

040100 Medicine 6 Physician

040200 Pediatrics 6 Physician

040300 Prophylactic medicine 6 Physician

040400 Dentistry 5 Physician

040500 Pharmacy 5 Pharmacist

040600 Nursing 4 Nursing Supervisor
040800 Medical biochemistry 6 Physician — Biochemical
040900 Medical biophysics 6 Physician — Biophysics
041000 Medical cybernetics 6 Physician- Cybernetics
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Grading System

The grading system in higher education in the Russian Federation is the same as
that in the former USSR. It includes the same grading scale as at the other levels of
education. Additionally, some courses are marked 3auem (zachet), which is usually
translated as pass or credit. No more than five set examinations are typically graded each
semester. The remaining courses of the term are marked 3auem (zachet), if passed.
Students can continue their programs and graduate only if they pass each subject of the
curriculum. Students are only allowed to resit a failed exam two times.

Table 46. Grading Scale in Higher Education in the Russian Federation

Scale Description
5 Excellent (Otnuuno, Otlichno)
4 Good (Xopoto, Horosho)
3 Satisfactory (Y 10B1€TBOpUTENBHO,
Udovletvoritel'no)
) Fail (HeynoBnerBoputensHo,
Neudovletvoritel'no)
Zachet Pass (3auer, Zachet)
Nezachet Fail (Hezauer, Nezachet)
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TECHNICAL/VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

Technical/Vocational Education in the Former USSR

Overview of Technical/Vocational Education in the Former USSR

Technical/vocational education in the former USSR was offered at two levels,
lower vocational education and higher vocational education. The two distinct levels of
vocational education led to different credentials, the Diploma of Lower Vocational
Education and the Diploma of Higher Vocational Education respectively, as well as
different qualification titles. The title of a qualified worker in a specific vocation was
associated with lower vocational education. A professional title was associated with
higher vocational education.

Table 47. Technical/Vocational Education in the Former USSR

Technical/Vocational Credential Name Title on the Number | Number

Education Level Diploma of of
Schools Students
in 1989 in 1989

Lower Vocational Diploma of Lower Qualified 5,900 2.5

Education Vocational Education worker (in a million

(HauanbpHOE (Hummom 06 specific

npoeccuoHanbHOe OKOHYaHUU occupation)

oOpasoBanue, nachal'noe npoTexydumina,

professional'noe Diplom ob okonchanii

obrazovanie) proftehuchilishcha)

Higher Vocational Diploma of Higher Professional | 4,500 4.2

Education Vocational Education title (nurse, million

(cpennee (oM 06 teacher, etc.)

npoeccuoHanbHOe OKOHYaHUU CPEIHETO

oOpa3oBanue, srednee CHELUATbHOTO

professional'noe oOpazoBanus, Diplom

obrazovanie) ob okonchanii srednego

spetzial'nogo
obrazovaniya)

The majority of teachers at both levels of vocational education possessed
university qualifications in respective fields.

' For information on the grading scale, language of instruction, administration, quality assurance, etc. see

the chapter on Higher Education.
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Lower Vocational Education in the Former USSR

Lower vocational education in the former USSR was aimed at the training of
skilled workers. Programs varied according to the type of institution, the entry level (after
lower secondary or upper secondary education), and the occupation for which training
was provided. The type of educational institution and the entry mode determined the
duration and level of the program.

Lower vocational education was usually obtained on the basis of lower secondary
education. But for few occupations training was offered only after completion of upper

secondary education.

Types of Institutions Offering Lower Vocational Education in the Former USSR

Most lower vocational programs in the former USSR were offered by the
following types of institutions:

1.) Professional Technical Uchilishche (PTUs) and
2.) Secondary Professional Technical Uchilishche (SPTUs).

The main distinction between PTUs and SPTUs was that PTUs did not offer
complete secondary education.

1.) Professional Technical Uchilishche PTU (Ilpodeccuonanbno-Texnnueckoe
Yunnuue IITY, Professional’'noe Tehnicheskoe Uchilishche PTU), may also have
been called Professional Uchilishche PU (Ilpogeccnonanbnoe Yuniauie ITY,
Professional’noe Uchilishche PU)

PTUs were developed post World War II to train skilled workers in a wide variety
of trades. For example, they trained technical personnel in carpentry, cookery,
hairdressing, industrial and technical drawing, lathe operation, metalwork, machining,
motor vehicle mechanics, plumbing, radio electronics, secretarial studies, sewing
machine operation, welding, etc.

PTUs offered very narrow and practically oriented instruction, about 80% of
which was practical and the remaining 20% theoretical. Work experience was an integral
part of all programs.

PTUs did not offer complete secondary education. Individuals who entered after
lower secondary education followed different curricula than those after upper secondary
education. Students without upper secondary education were offered some basic courses
from the upper secondary curriculum and additional courses in Soviet society and
military training. Students with upper secondary education received a more advanced
understanding of their craft.

87



2.) Secondary Professional Technical Uchilishche SPTU (Cpennee
IIpodeccuonanbuo-Texunueckoe Yunaume CIITY, Srednee Professional’noe
Tehnicheskoe Uchilishche SPTU)

SPTUs developed from PTUs in the early 1970s as many PTUs started to
incorporate complete upper secondary education in their vocational programs. Upper
secondary education by SPTUs was considered to be fully equivalent to that at general

secondary schools. They offered vocational education in a wide range of trades, similar to
PTUs.

Programs incorporating upper secondary education usually lasted three years.
Upper secondary courses were distributed throughout the duration of the program.
Student took examinations in upper secondary subjects at the end of their second and
third years. The exams were similar to those in general secondary schools. Only those
students who completed the full three-year program obtained an equivalent of complete
upper secondary education.

Diploma of Lower Vocational Education in the Former USSR

The Diploma of Lower Vocational Education ([umnnom 06 okoH4aHUN
npodrexyunnuiua, Diplom ob okonchanii proftehuchilishcha) was generally referred to as
the Diploma of "Skilled Worker". The Diplom stated that the occupational qualification
was awarded by decision of the State Examination Commission (also called the State
Attestation or Qualification Commission). It listed the institution attended and the dates
the program started and ended. If the program combined upper secondary and vocational
education, the diploma attested that the person had "gained complete secondary
education”.

The Diploma usually also referred to a numeric category (kareropus, kategoriya)
or, equivalently, level/grade (pa3psin, razryad) that was assigned to each specialization.
This identified the level of vocational skill and pay grade.

The Diploma awarded in the former Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic
(RSFSR) was in Russian. The Diploma awarded in any other former Soviet Socialist
Republic was bilingual — in Russian and the local language of that Republic.

88



Table 48. Lower Vocational Education in the Former USSR

Admission Incorporates Duration Institution Access to Credential
Requirements Complete Type

Secondary

Education
Certificate of No 2 years PTU Employment Diploma of Lower
Incomplete Vocational
Secondary Yes 3 years SPTU Ernployment Education
Education or higher %?ipll(orrvlva of "Skilled

. : orker", e.g.
(typlcally education Mechanic, (%ook,
without entrance
etc.)

exams)
Certificate of N/A 1-1.5 years | PTU, Employment
Completion of SPTU

Secondary
Education
(typically
without entrance
exams)
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Figure 6. Lower Vocational Education Structure in the Former USSR

Diploma of Lower Vocational Education

1-1.5 years

Certificate of Completion of
Secondary Education

2 years

2 years

Complete secondary
education

3 years

Certificate of Incomplete Secondary Education
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Higher Vocational Education in the Former USSR

The objective of higher vocational education was to train mid-level professionals
such as pre-school/primary teachers, nurses, etc. Most higher vocational students - 66.7%
in 1989 - were enrolled full-time, 6.6% in evening programs, and 26.6% in
correspondence programs. Correspondence study generally required an additional year of
study compared to the other forms of education.

Types of Institutions Offering Higher Vocational Education in the Former USSR

Institutions of higher vocational education in the former USSR were known as
Specialised Secondary Education Institutions (Cpeanue crieriuanbHble yaeOHbIE
3aBenenuss CCY3, Srednie spetzial'nye uchebnye zavedeniya/SSUZ). They fell into three
main categories:

1.) tehnikum,
2.) uchilishche, and
3.) college (since 1989).

1.) The tehnikum (texuuxym) was for technical and business fields.

2.) The uchilishche (yaunuiue) offered programs for a range of skilled non-
technical occupations, such as preschool and primary school teaching, nursing, etc."

3.) The college (xonnenx, kolledzh) emerged in 1989. Colleges were created to
educate highly trained specialists for the type of work previously entrusted to university-
level graduates. As of 1990, 12 tehnikum were upgraded to colleges. (For more
information on colleges, see the section on Higher Vocational Education in the Russian
Federation.)

Admission to SSUZ was by entrance examinations that tested the knowledge of
the curriculum of lower secondary or upper secondary education, depending on the mode
of'entry. Entry into a college was the most competitive out of all the types of SSUZ.

Diploma of Higher Vocational Education in the Former USSR

Students who successfully completed their course at a SSUZ were awarded the
Diploma of Higher Vocational Education (/luriom 06 okoHYaHHH CpeTHErO
crenuranbHoro o0pazoBanust, Diplom ob okonchanii srednego spetzial'nogo
obrazovaniya, also Jluniaom o cpeHeM cnenuagbHOM oOpa3zoBanuu, Diplom o srednem
spetsialnom obrazavanii). This credential was also known as the Diploma of Technician,

1> Some uchilishche are institutions of higher education. See the Chapter on Higher Educaton.
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Diploma of Nurse, Diploma of Feldscher, etc. The Diploma was awarded by the
Examination Commission, which was also referred to as the Attestation or Qualification
Commission.

Diplomas awarded in the former Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic
(RSFSR) were in Russian. Diplomas awarded in another former Soviet Socialist Republic
were bilingual — in Russian and the local language of that Republic.

Holders of the Diploma of Higher Vocational Education completed upper
secondary education, either prior or during their study at a SSUZ. If upper secondary
education was obtained at a SSUZ the Diploma may not have always attested to that. But
the Supplement to the Diploma included upper secondary courses and the duration of the
program was appropriately longer. SSUZ graduates could continue their education at a
higher educational institution, but the majority entered the workforce.

In addition to the type of the Diploma issued by the tehnikum and uchilishche, the
college may have also awarded the Diploma with the title of "Junior Engineer"
(Mnanmuit umxenep, Mladshij inzhener). The Diploma of "Junior Engineer" required an
additional 1.5 years. College graduates with this credential may have been granted
advanced standing at the third year of appropriate higher education programs.
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Table 49. Higher Vocational Education in the Former USSR

Admission Incorporates Duration Institution Access to Credential
Requirements | Complete Type
Secondary
Education
Certificate of Yes 3-5.5 years: Employment | Diploma of
Incomplete 3-5 years, Tehnikum/ or higher Higher
Secondary typically 4 years Uchilishche education Vocational
Education and Education
entrance exams (Diploma of
Technician,
4 to 5.5 years College Diploma of
Certificate of N/A 2-4.5 years: Employment | Nyrse, Diploma
Completion of 2-3 years, Tehnikum/ of Feldscher,
Secondary typically 2 years Uchilishche etc.)
Education and 3 to 4.5 years College

entrance exams
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Figure 7. Higher Vocational Education Structure in the Former USSR
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Technical/Vocational Education in the Russian Federation'®

Overview of Technical/Vocational Education in the Russian Federation

Technical/vocational education in the Russian Federation, as in the former USSR,
is offered at two levels, lower vocational education and higher vocational education.™"
In the Russian Federation, there have appeared new types of institutions of vocational
education - the professional lyceum (an institution of lower vocational education) and the
college (an institution of higher vocational education).

Table 50. Technical/Vocational Education in the Russian Federation

Technical/Vocational Credential Name Title on the Number | Number

Education Level Diploma of of
Schools Students
in 2002 in 2002

Lower Vocational Diploma of Lower Qualified 3,900 1.6

Education Vocational Education worker (in a million

(HauansHoe€ (Jumnom o HauanbHOM | specific

npodeccuoHanbHOe po(heccHoHaIbHOM occupation)

oOpa3oBanue, nachal'noe oOpazoBanuu, Diplom o

professional'noe nachal’'nom

obrazovanie) professional'nom

obrazovanii)

Higher Vocational Diploma of Higher Professional 2,600 2.5

Education Vocational Education title (nurse, million

(cpennee (Jummom o cpeanem teacher, etc.)

npodeccuoHanbHOe po(heccHoHaIbHOM

oOpasoBanue, srednee oOpazoBanuu, Diplom o

professional'noe srednem

obrazovanie) professional'nom

obrazovanii)

Technical/vocational schools may be state (public) or non-state (private)
institutions. Fifty five percent of public institutions have federal status, 44% regional and
1% municipal. Most teachers (97%) possess university qualifications. The remaining 3%
of teachers are teachers of practical subjects with much vocational experience.

In 2002, higher vocational professionals made up 31% of the work force in Russia.
Technical and economic programs are the most popular and attract more than 70% of all
higher vocational students.

'® For information on the grading scale, language of instruction, administration, quality assurance, etc. see
the chapter on Higher Education.
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Lower Vocational Education in the Russian Federation

The aim of lower vocational education is to train skilled workers. Students are
usually admitted on the basis of lower secondary education. Vocational training for
certain occupations may require completion of upper secondary education.

The academic year runs from September 1 to the end of June. Instruction is
usually 36 hours a week. During industrial practicum, instruction is reduced to seven
hours a week.™"

Programs vary according to the type of institution, the entry level, and the
occupation for which training is provided. They may be offered at the basic (6a3oBsIi,
bazovyj) and advanced (moBblIeHHbIH, povyshennyj) levels. Generally, advanced-level
lower vocational programs require one more year of study compared to basic level
vocational training for that occupation. The diploma with the title of Qualified Worker
may refer to the vocational level, basic or advanced. Further, each specialization of lower
vocational education is also assigned a numeric category (kateropus, kategoriya) or
level/grade (pa3psn, razryad). This identifies the level of vocational skill and pay grade.

In vocational education in the Russian Federation, the type of educational
institution and the entry mode (after lower secondary or upper secondary education)
determine the duration and level of the program. It is, therefore, very important to pay
attention to the institution name and the mode of entry.

Types of Institutions Offering L.ower Vocational Education in the Russian
Federation

Most lower vocational programs in the Russian Federation are offered by
institutions of the following types:

1.) Professional Technical Uchilishche (PTUs),
2.) Professional Lyceums, and
3.) Secondary Professional Technical Uchilishche (SPTUs).

As evident from their names, PTUs and SPTUs are types of uchilishche
(yaunuie). They are not to be confused, however, with other types of uchilishche. Some
other uchilishche are higher education institutions, while the majority are higher
vocational institutions. Examples of higher education uchilishche include theatrical
uchilishche, higher military uchilishche, higher marine engineering uchilishche (see the
chapter on Higher Education). Examples of higher vocational uchilishche include
pedagogical uchilishche, medical uchilishche, musical uchilishche (see the section on
Higher Vocational Education).
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Uchilishche that are lower vocational institutions are either PTUs or SPTUs. The
main distinction between PTUs and SPTUSs is that PTUs do not offer complete secondary
education.

1.) Professional Technical Uchilishche PTU (Ilpo¢geccuonanbHo-Texnuveckoe
Yunmnue IITY, Professional’'no-Tehnicheskoe Uchilishche PTU), may also be called
Professional Uchilishche PU (Ilpodeccnonanbnoe Yunane IIY, Professional’noe
Uchilishche PU)

PTUs continue to operate in the post-Soviet era, although some have closed,
merged, or upgraded to institutions of higher vocational education under new names.
PTUs are lower vocational institutions that train skilled workers and junior technical
personnel. The programs are quite narrow and applied. Eighty percent of the content is
practical and 20% is theoretical.

Programs requiring lower secondary education (9 years) for admission are
designed for basic crafts or trades. They also include some secondary education although
it does not have the breadth or depth of complete upper secondary education (11 years).
Programs requiring upper secondary education (11 years) typically provide training in a
vocation at a more advanced level than those requiring lower secondary education (9
years) for admission.

After passing the State final examination, graduates of PTUs are awarded
diplomas that give them the right to practice a vocation. Such a diploma also entitles its
holder to course credit if they pursue higher vocational education in the same field.
However, this type of vocational education on its own does not grant access to university
level higher education as it does not incorporate in its curriculum complete secondary
education.

2.) Professional Lyceum (Ilpodeccuonansuslii JInueii, Professional'nyj Litzej)

Professional lyceums offer lower vocational training as well as complete upper
secondary education. The secondary education provided by professional lyceums is fully
equivalent to the Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education.

Professional lyceum programs evolved from other types of lower vocational
training that added an extra year of study for a more advanced level of vocational
education. The vocational training is at a higher level than that offered by PTUs and the
awarded document refers to the advanced level. Professional lyceums also offer shorter
programs that are purely vocational for individuals who already hold a Certificate of
Completion of Secondary Education.

After passing the State final examination, graduates of a professional lyceum are
awarded diplomas that not only give them the right to exercise a vocation but also
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indicate that they have received complete secondary education. This diploma gives its
holder the right to be admitted to university-level higher education institutions. If higher
education is pursued in the same field course credit can be granted by the institution.

3.) Secondary Professional Technical Uchilishche SPTU (Cpennee
IIpodeccuonanbuo-Texunueckoe Yuniaume CIITY, Srednee Professional’noe
Tehnicheskoe Uchilishche SPTU)

SPTUs continue to operate in the post-Soviet era although some have become
professional lyceums. Similarly to professional lyceum programs, SPTU programs that
require the Certificate of Incomplete Secondary Education for admission combine lower
vocational education with higher secondary education. Other SPTU programs require the
Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education for admission. SPTUs offer vocational
education in a wide range of trades, similar to PTUs. For more information, see the
description of SPTUs in the section on Lower Vocational Education in the Former USSR.

Some higher vocational institutions may offer lower vocational programs as well.
See the section on Higher Vocational Education in the Russian Federation.

Diploma of Lower Vocational Education in the Russian Federation

The Diploma of Lower Vocational Education (Iumnom o HauaabHOM
npoeccuoHansHOM 00pazoBanuu, Diplom o nachal'nom professional'nom obrazovanii) is
generally referred to as the Diploma of "Skilled Worker". The Diploma identifies the
skilled worker title (electrician, etc.). It states that the occupational qualification is
awarded by decision of the State Examination Commission (also called the State
Attestation or Qualification Commission). It lists the institution attended and the dates the
program started and ended. If the program provided upper secondary in addition to
vocational education, the diploma attests that the person “has gained complete secondary
education”.

The Diploma of Lower Vocational Education in the Russian Federation is in
Russian.

98



Table 51. Lower Vocational Education in the Russian Federation

Admission Incorporates Duration Institution Access to Credential
Requirements Complete Type

Secondary

Education
Certificate of No 1-2.5 years | PTU/PU Employment Diploma of
Incomplete Lower‘
Secondary Yes 3-4 years professional Employment Vocational
Education lyceum/SPTU or higher Edpcatlon
(typically education (D 1plorna of

. "Skilled
without entrance "
Worker",

exams) e.g.
Certificate of N/A 1-1.5 years PTU/ Employment Mechanic,
Completion of professional Cook, etc.)
Secondary lyceum/SPTU
Education
(typically

without entrance
exams)
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Figure 8. Lower Vocational Education Structure in the Russian Federation
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Higher Vocational Education in the Russian Federation

The objective of higher vocational education is to train higher level professionals
such as pre-school/primary school teachers, nurses, bookkeepers, technicians™*", etc.
They are trained at institutions of various types that offer programs of different duration
and level.

Admission to higher vocational education is competitive. Applicants take entrance
exams set by educational institutions for specific specialisations. Admission to some
programs and institutions is more competitive than others but the average admission ratio
in 1995 was about 180 applicants per 100 vacant places. Even though it is possible to
enter higher vocational education after lower secondary education, the number of
applicants with incomplete secondary education has been declining. They currently
account for about one-third of the total number of applicants. Some programs are offered
exclusively to students who have completed upper secondary education.

The duration of programs vary according to the mode of entry, field of study, and
level of program. Generally, basic programs in humanities and the arts are shorter than
those in technical fields. In addition, there are two levels of program — basic (standard)
and advanced. It is possible to upgrade from a basic level diploma to an advanced level
diploma by an additional year of full-time study.

The curricula stipulate forty-five weeks of study per year. Academic time is
equally divided between theoretical education and a practical component. The total
workload of a full-time student is fifty-four hours a week, including classwork and
independent studies. The instructional hours are thirty-six hours a week. For part-time
(evening) education, classwork amounts to sixteen hours per week. In the case
of correspondence education, each student must be provided with at least 160 contact
hours a year.

Coursework includes humanities, business administration, law, Russian language,
mathematics, and informatics. Other subjects are professionally oriented and divided
between general subjects within the chosen field of study and specialisation subjects. In
addition, programs include compulsory external professional practicum. Programs
conclude with a supervised diploma project which must be defended, and final
examinations.

Types of Institutions Offering Higher Vocational Education in the Russian
Federation

Most higher vocational programs are offered in disciplines such as technology,
agronomy, business, services, teaching, health (allied medical professions), culture and
art. Institutions are usually named according to their area of specialisation.
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In the Russian Federation, there are three types of institutions of higher vocational
education:

1.) tehnikum (Texaukym),
2.) uchilishche (yannuine), and
3.) college (xomnemx, kolledzh).

1.) Typical uchilishche programs of higher vocational education provide training
for occupations in services, health, teaching (pre-school or primary), and art.'” Examples
of higher vocational uchilishche are medical uchilishche, pedagogical uchilishche, etc.

2.) The tehnikum typically provides programs in technology and business.

3.) Educational programs of colleges, in addition to the educational programs for
tehnikum and uchilishche, include more in-depth theoretical education and professional
training for up to one additional year. Colleges can be independent educational
institutions or constituent parts of higher education institutions. Colleges may also award
the Diploma of Incomplete Higher Education that can be used for entry into year three of
a Bachelor or Specialist program of higher education. (For more information on the
Diploma of Incomplete Higher Education see the chapter on Higher Education.)

Most programs at a tehnikum and an uchilishche are at the ‘basic’ level. A
tehnikum and an uchilishche may obtain state accreditation for one or several advanced
vocational programs so that they can assume the more prestigious ‘college’ name. Most
colleges offer both basic (standard) and advanced higher vocational programs. Only
colleges can offer advanced vocational programs.

Diploma of Higher Vocational Education in the Russian Federation

On the successful completion of the coursework and State final examinations,
students are awarded the Diploma of Higher Vocational Education (/{uruiom o
cpenHeM mpodeccuoHaabHOM o0pa3zoBanuu, Diplom o srednem professional'nom
obrazovanii) and a professional title (the Diploma of Technician, Diploma of Nurse,
Diploma of Feldscher, etc.). The Diploma is in Russian.

Unlike in the former USSR, the diploma format is now similar to the formats
issued by university-level higher education institutions. The diploma supplement lists
subjects taught during the period of studies and the grades earned. The supplement also
states whether the admission credential was the Certificate of Completion of Secondary
Education or whether the program of study incorporated upper secondary education. The
text of the diploma refers to the qualification being at the “Basic level” (6a3oBbIit

"7 Note that other types of uchilishche are lower vocational institutions and higher education institutions.
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ypoBeHb, bazovyj uroven') or “Advanced level” (mOBBIIICHHBIN YPOBEHB, povyshennyj
uroven'). Students who complete advanced training (typically, at a college) may be
awarded a professional title with addition of the word “senior” (cTapmmii, starshij), for
example “senior technician” (ctapmuii TeXHUK, starshij tehnik).

Graduates of higher vocational programs are entitled to apply to institutions of
higher education. Typically the Diplom at the basic level provides one year of advanced
standing in a relevant Bachelor or Diploma of Specialist program, while a Diplom at the
advanced level provides two years of advanced standing. Graduates of higher vocational
education seek admission to university-level higher education on the same conditions as
upper secondary school graduates. The majority of graduates, however, enter the labour
market. Of those who continue their education, 70% follow evening or distance studies
while working.
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Table 52. Higher Vocational Education in the Russian Federation

Admission Incorporates Duration Institution Typical Access to Credential
Requirements | Complete Type Level of
Secondary Vocational
Education Training
Certificate of Yes 3-5 years: Employment | Diploma of
Incomplete Minimum 3 years Tehnikum/ Basic or higher Higher
Secondary Uchilishche education Vocational
Education and Education
entrance exams (Diploma of
4 to 5 years College Basic and Technician,
Advanced Diploma of
Certificate of N/A 2-4 years: Employment | Nurse, Diploma
Completion of 2-3 years Tehnikum/ Basic of Feldscher,
Secondary Uchilishche etc.)
Education and 3 to 4 years College Basic and
entrance exams Advanced
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Figure 9. Higher Vocational Education Structure in the Russian Federation
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TEACHER EDUCATION

Teacher Education in the Former USSR

In the former USSR there was no professional certification requirement for
teachers. The professional title of teacher was awarded on academic credentials and could
be listed as nmenaror (pedagog), yaurens (uchitel’), or npenogasarens (prepodavatel’) -
these terms were synonymous.

Pre-school and primary school teachers did not receive a specialization in a
particular subject. They taught all subjects to a respective class of students, pre-school or
primary. In contrast, lower secondary and upper secondary teachers specialized in one or
two subjects. They generally taught these subjects to different classes of students, lower
secondary and upper secondary.

The different kinds of teachers were trained at the following levels of education:

e higher vocational education (at pedagocial uchilishche), and

e university-level and graduate education (at pedagogical or other institutes,
universities, and academies).

Higher Vocational Institutions (Pedagocial Uchilishche)

Pedagocial uchilishche trained mainly pre-school and primary school teachers, as
well as some lower secondary school teachers. At a pedagogical uchilishche, holders of
the Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education completed a two-year program.
Holders of the Certificate of Incomplete Secondary Education trained for three-and-a-half
years for pre-school teaching or four years for primary or lower secondary school
teaching. The curriculum included foundation studies, education subjects, practice
teaching, as well as secondary education subjects for students without completed
secondary education. The Diploma of Higher Vocational Education was awarded as a
Diplom with a relevant professional title.

Table 53. Higher Vocational Teacher Education in the Former USSR

Professional Title in Translitera- | Typical Length of | Taught Children
Title Awarded Russian tion Study
After After
CCSE' | CISE’
pre-school neaaror pedagog 2 years | 3.5 3-6 years of age
teacher JOIIKONBHOTO | doshkol 'nogo years
oOpa3zoBanusi | obrazovaniya
primary school YUUTEIb uchitel’ 2 years | 4 years | primary school
teacher HavyaJbHBIX nachal 'nyh grades 1-3 (1-4)
KIIACCOB klassov

' CCSE stands for Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education.
* CISE stands for Certificate of Incomplete Secondary Education.
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lower secondary | ydurenb uchitel’ 2 years
school teacher CpeIHUX srednih
KJIACCOB klassov

4 years

lower secondary
grades 4-8 (5-9)

Table 54. Two-Year Program of Pre-School Teacher (following the Certificate of
Completion of Secondary Education), Ufa Pedagogical Uchilishche #1, 1983

Subject Hours
History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 134
Foundations of Scientific Atheism 16
Foundations of Marxist-Leninist Ethics and Aesthetics 38
State and Law 40
\Anatomy 136
Psychology 137
Pre-School Pedagogy 286
Russian 114
Methods of Speech Development, Correctness and Instruction of 249
Alphabet
Literature for Children, Reciting 156
Natural Sciences for Children, Practicum 116
Development of Elementary Mathematical Concepts 117
Drawing, History of the Arts 92
Methods of Teaching Art to Children 116
Music, Singing, Rhythm 72
Methods of Musical Education 108
Methods of Physical Education 135
Workplace Safety 32
Subject of Narrow Specialty 38
Physical Education 134
Labour Education 116
Subtotal 2382
Pedagogical Practice 340
Total 2722
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University-Level Institutions (Pedagogical and Other Institutes, Universities,
Academies)

The majority of lower and upper secondary school teachers in the former USSR
were trained at university-level educational institutions (pedagogical and other institutes,
universities, and academies). Graduates of these institutions received the Diploma of
"Specialist". The title of teacher on the Diploma of "Specialist" was followed by a subject
specialization such as teacher of the French language (yunrens ¢paniy3ckoro si3pika,
uchitel’ francuzskogo yazyka). Students preparing to teach one subject typically
completed a four-year program. Those preparing to specialize in two subjects typically
completed a five-year program. Few "Specialist" programs were up to six years in length.
In addition, some university-level institutions (typically pedagogical institutes) also
offered four-year programs for pre-school or primary school teaching.

Table 55. University-Level Teacher Education in the Former USSR

Professional Title in Translitera- | Typical Taught Children
Title Awarded | Russian tion Length of
Study

pre-school eaaror pedagog 4 years 3-6 years of age
teacher JOUIKONBHOTO | doshkol’nogo

oOpaszoBanusi | obrazovaniya
primary school | yuurens uchitel’ 4 years primary school grades 1-3
teacher HavyaJlbHBIX nachal 'nyh (1-4)

KJIACCOB klassov
teacher YUUTEIDb uchitel’ 4-6 years | lower secondary grades 4-8
(specialization (5-9) and/or
in specific upper secondary grades 9-10
subject(s)) (10-11)

Approximately two hundred pedagogical institutes (university-level educational
institutions) trained specifically pre-school, primary, and secondary school teachers.
Study of the subject(s) to be taught occupied a central part of the curriculum. Education-
related courses included psychology, educational theory and methodology, history of
education, and school hygiene. During the last two years of the program, practice
teaching and summer work at a pioneer (youth) camp was required. Final examinations at
pedagogical institutes typically included an exam in philosophy/history of the Communist
Party of the USSR and three exams related to the area of concentration.

Compared to students at pedagogical institutes, students at universities received
narrower, more specialized training in a specific subject area. General education subjects
(psychology, educational theory, school hygiene, etc.) and practice teaching were given
less importance. Universities granted the title of teacher generally in addition to another
title such as "chemist and teacher of chemistry".

The majority of technical and vocational teachers were trained at university-
level institutions as well. Few technical and vocational teachers with long vocational
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experience may have been trained at institutions of higher vocational education such as
uchilishche, tehnikum, or college.

University Teachers' Classification

Teaching ranks at universities and other institutions of higher education included
the positions of a Professor (full professor), Docent (associate professor), Senior Teacher

(senior lecturer), and Assistant (seminar teacher). Assistants were typically engaged in

teaching seminars only. Professors, Docents, and Senior Teachers could teach lectures as

well.

Table 56. Teaching Ranks at Universities and Other Institutions of Higher
Education in the Former USSR

Teaching Rank Position Requirements
Professor (ITpodeccop, Normally, the Doctor of Sciences
Professor) (in exceptional cases, the Candidate of Sciences and

outstanding research achievements and/or long
careers)

Docent ([lonient, Dotzent)

Normally, the Candidate of Sciences

(in exceptional cases, the Diploma of "Specialist"
and outstanding research achievements and/or long
careers)

Senior Teacher (Crapuuit
npenooBaTenb, Starshij
prepodovatel')

The Diploma of "Specialist" and teaching
experience of at least five years

Assistant (AccucTeHT,
Assistent)

The Diploma of "Specialist" and, normally,
registration in aspirantura or doktornatura

Table 57. Five-Year Program of Teacher of English and German, Astrahan'
Pedagogical Institute, 1986™""

Subject Hours

History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 170

olitical Economv 140
IAspects of Modern Socialism 130
Fundamentals of Scientific Atheism 40

hvsical Education 140
Developmental Physiology and Student Health 54
General Psvchology 100
Developmental and Pedagogical Psvchology 40
History of Pedagogy 90
School Pedagogy 90
Methods of Teaching Foreign Language 300
Practical Training in Spoken and Written Language 1322
Practical Phonetics 288
Practical Grammar 286
Theory and Practice of Translation 60
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Language History 70
Theoretical Phonetics 40
Theoretical Grammar 70
Lexicology 70
Stvlistics 40
History of British Literature 100
Introduction to Linguistics 70
Latin Language 70
Regional Studies 70
Technical Aids for Instruction 40
Comparative Tvpologv of Native and Foreign Languages 40
Second Foreign [Language 750
Special Course on Pedagogy 18
Special Course on Methodology 18
General Linguistics 80
Logic 40
undamentals of Ethics and Aesthetics 60
Methods of Teaching Second Foreign Language 120
Modern Russian Language 160
Total 5176

Term papers: Linguistics, Methodology of teaching foreign languages, Psychology

Additional practical training (not included in the total number of hours): Summer
pedagogical practice 2 weeks, Summer children program facilitator 3 weeks, Teaching

practice 6 weeks, Teaching practice 8 weeks

Final state examinations and final diploma paper in specialization
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Table 58. Teacher Education in the Former USSR: Summary

Education | Institution | Credential | Typical Gives Access to Teaching
Level Types Duration | Pre- Pri- Lower | Higher | Voca- | Univer- | Gra-
school | mary | secon- | secon- tional | sity- duate
dary | dary level
Higher Pedagogical | Diploma of | 2 years X X X
vocational | uchilishche | Higher after
education Vocational | CCSE',
Education 35t04
years after
CISE’
University- | Pedagogical | Diploma of |4to 6 X X X X X X
level or other "Specialist" | years
education institute,
University,
Academy
Graduate Candidate Minimum X X
education of Sciences | 3 years
Doctor of 5to 15 X X
Sciences years

' CCSE stands for Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education.
* CISE stands for Certificate of Incomplete Secondary Education.
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Teacher Education in the Russian Federation

In the Russian Federation there is no professional certification requirement for
teachers. The professional title of teacher is awarded on academic credentials and can be
listed as menaror (pedagog), yaurens (uchitel’), or npenonaBatens (prepodavatel’) -
these terms are synonymous.

Pre-school and primary school teachers do not receive a specialization in a
particular subject. They teach all subjects to a respective class of students, pre-school or
primary. In contrast, lower secondary and upper secondary teachers specialize in one or
two subjects. They generally teach these subjects to different classes of students, lower
secondary and upper secondary.

The different kinds of teachers are trained at the following levels of education:
¢ higher vocational education (at pedagogical uchilishche and pedagogical
colleges), and
e university-level and graduate education (at pedagogical and other institutes,
universities, and academies).

Since the Soviet era, there has appeared a new type of higher vocational
education, the college (see the chapter on Technical/Vocational Education). A new
university-level degree structure has been created that includes the degrees of Bachelor
and Master (see the chapter on Higher Education).

Higher Vocational Institutions (Pedagocial Uchilishche and Pedagogical Colleges)

Higher vocational institutions include pedagogical uchilishche and pedagogical
colleges. They mainly train pre-school and primary teachers although they may also train
lower secondary school teachers. Pre-school and primary school teachers are trained in
programs that require either 3-4 years of full-time study following the Certificate of
Incomplete Secondary Education or 2-3 years of full-time study following the Certificate
of Completion of Secondary Education. Lower secondary school teachers are trained in
programs that require either 5 years of full-time study following the Certificate of
Incomplete Secondary Education or 3 years of full-time study following the Certificate of
Completion of Secondary Education. The Diploma of Higher Vocational Education is
awarded as a Diplom with a relevant professional title. It generally provides 1 — 2 years of
advanced standing in a degree program at a university-level institution.
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Table 59. Higher Vocational Teacher Education in the Russian Federation

Professional Title in Translitera- | Typical Length of | Taught Children
Title Awarded Russian tion Study
After After
CCSE' | CISE?
pre-school neaaror pedagog 2-3 3-4 3-6 years of age
teacher JOLIKONIBHOTO | doshkol’nogo | years years
obOpa3oBanusi | obrazovaniya
primary school YUUTEIb uchitel’ 2-3 3-4 primary school
teacher HaYalbHBIX nachal 'nyh years years grades 1-4
KJIaCCOB klassov
lower secondary | yuurenb uchitel’ 3years | 5years | lower secondary
school teacher CpeIHUX srednih grades 5-9
KJIaCCOB klassov

Table 60. Three-Year Program of Pre-School Teacher (following the Certificate of
Completion of Secondary Education), Moscow Pedagogical College #4, 2000™*

Subject Hours

Homeland History 172
History of Pedagogy 125
Pre-School Education 272
Cultural Studies 112
Ethics 20

Russian 112
Mathematics 115
Foreign Language 105
Pre-School Psychology 100
Pedagogy 100
/Anatomy of the Central Nervous System 103
Physiology 100
Political Sciences 82

Sociology 103
History of Psvchology 105
Experimental Psychology 65

Law 72

Psychology in Age Development 103
History of Pedagogy 105
Comparative Pedagogy 60

Economics 62

Pedagogical Psychology 103
Psychology of Personality 110
Logic 68

' CCSE stands for Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education.
* CISE stands for Certificate of Incomplete Secondary Education.
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Psychological Preparedness for School 50
Fundamentals of General Psychology 120
Methods of Teaching Pre-School Math 196
Methods of Teaching Pre-School Russian 196
Methods of Teaching Pre-School Reading 196
Methods of Teaching Pre-School Work Skills 02
Methods of Teaching Pre-School Music 196
Study of Defective Speech 90
Correctional Pedagogy 50
Psychology of Communication 50
Drawing 120
Preparation for School 100
Educational and Correctional Games 90
Culture of Speech 120
Fundamentals of Computer Knowledge 100
Physical Education 120
Total 4360

Table 61. Three-Year Program of Teacher of Preschool Children with Intellectual
and Speech Disabilities (following the Certificate of Completion of Secondary
Education), Moscow Pedagogical College #4, 1999"

Subject Hours

Fundamentals of Philosophy 102
Fundamentals of Economics 51
Fundamentals of Sociology and Political Science 51
Fundamentals of Law 61
History of Russia 111
World Art and Culture 87
Literature and Fundamentals of Literary Criticism 87
Standards of Speech 57
Foreign Language (English) 244
Mathematics 51
Computer Science 54
Fundamentals of Natural Science and Ecology 111
Russian Language and Fundamentals of Linguistics 168
Physical Education 300
/Anatomy and Physiology of Children, Fundamentals of

Healthy Lifestyle, Fundamentals of Podiatry and Hygiene 271
Life Safety 72
Pediatric Neuropathology 81
Pediatric Psychopathology 102
Speech and Sensory Systems, Disabilities 51
Fundamentals of Genetics 80
Mental Disabilities 32
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Psychology 273
Pedagogy 245
Fundamentals of Teaching Skills 54
Fundamentals of Special Pedagogy and Special Psychology 133
Psychology of Mental Retardation, Psychology of Speech Pathology 127
Russian 37
Pedagogy of Mental Retardation 127
Children's Literature, Expressive Reading Practicum 171
Fine Art Activities 111
Practicum in Artistic Work and Design 111
Music, Rhythm 111
Fundamentals of Speech Therapy, Pronunciation Practicum 153
Special Methods:
Methods of Speech Development and Surroundings Study 153
Methods of Nature Studies and Ecological Education 102
Methods of Mathematical Development 127
Methods of Teaching Fine Art Activities and Design 132
Methods of Teaching Physical Education and Development 127
Methods of Teaching Industrial Arts 51
Methods of Musical Development, Corrective Rhythmics 120
Methods of Teaching to Play Games 69
Methods of Developing Socio-Personal Qualities and Behaviour 54
Methods of Auditory and Visual Perception Development 51
Methods of Educational Technology and Computer Use 54
Fundamentals of Military Training 68
Total 4985
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University-Level Institutions (Pedagogical and Other Institutes, Universities,
Academies)

Most lower and higher secondary school teachers as well as some pre-school
and primary school teachers in the Russian Federation are trained at university-level
institutions (pedagogical and other institutes, universities, and academies). Bachelor and
Diploma of "Specialist" programs train teachers for the particular levels of the school
education system. The majority of Diploma of “Specialist” programs are five years in
length. Four-year programs are offered in a limited number of single-subject disciplines
(primary school education with no sub-specialization; foreign languages, where only one
language is studied; and, in rare cases, Russian language and literature). Few Diploma of
“Specialist” programs are six years in length. Bachelor programs are typically four years
in length.

Table 62. University-Level Teacher Education in the Russian Federation

Professional Title in Translitera- | Typical Taught Children
Title Awarded | Russian tion Length of
Study

pre-school neaaror pedagog 4 years 3-6 years of age
teacher JOLIKONBHOTO | doshkol nogo

oOpa3oBanusi | obrazovaniya
primary school | yuurens uchitel’ 4 years primary school grades 1-4
teacher HaYaJbHBIX nachal 'nyh

KJIaCCOB klassov
teacher YUUTEIb uchitel’ 4-6 years | lower secondary grades 5-9
(specialization and/or
in specific upper secondary grades 10-
subject(s)) 11

There are over 100 pedagogical institutions in the Russian Federation. Many
pedagogical institutes of the Soviet era have upgraded to pedagogical universities and
pedagogical academies. Teaching qualifications may be obtained at pedagogical institutes
and pedagogical universities as well as institutes, universities, and academies within other
study areas.

University-level pedagogical education includes foundation studies/core courses
in humanities, social sciences and natural sciences, subject specialisation, studies in
biology and medicine, studies in pedagogy and psychology, and an introduction to
pedagogical profession (in-service teacher training).

University-level graduates may specialize in one or two subjects, i.e.
mathematics, biology, language, etc. The qualification of teacher may be added to a
professional title or subject title when pedagogical requirements are fulfilled.
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The majority of technical and vocational teachers are trained at university-level
institutions as well. Few technical and vocational teachers with long vocational
experience may be trained at institutions of higher vocational education such as
uchilishche, tehnikum, or college.

University Teachers' Classification

Teaching ranks at universities and other institutions of higher education include
the positions of a Professor (full professor), Docent (associate professor), Senior Teacher

(senior lecturer), and Assistant (seminar teacher). Assistants are typically engaged in

teaching seminars only. Professors, Docents, and Senior Teachers teach lectures as well.

Table 63. Teaching Ranks at Universities and Other Institutions of Higher
Education in the Russian Federation

Teaching Rank Position Requirements
Professor (ITpodeccop, Normally, the Doctor of Sciences
Professor) (in exceptional cases, the Candidate of Sciences and

outstanding research achievements and/or long
careers)

Docent (Houent, Dotzent)

Normally, the Candidate of Sciences

(in exceptional cases, the Diploma of "Specialist" or
Master's degree, and outstanding research
achievements and/or long careers)

Senior Teacher (Crapuuit
npenooBaTenb, Starshij
prepodovatel")

The Diploma of "Specialist" or Master's degree, and
teaching experience of at least five years

Assistant (AccucTeHT,
Assistent)

The Diploma of "Specialist" or Master's degree,
and, normally, registration in aspirantura or
doktornatura

In 1999, out 0of 255,900 academics employed at university-level higher education
institutions, 148,300 held the Doctor of Sciences or Candidate of Sciences.
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Table 64. Five-Year Program of Teacher of French and German, Samara State

Pedagogical University, 1994

Course title Hours

History of Russia 200
Philosophy 144
Economics 200
Political Science 120
Latin Language 144
Modern Russian Language 144
General Linguistics 148
Fundamentals of Information Science and Computing 72
World Art Culture 144
Cultural Studies 108
Age-Specific Physiology 36
School Hygiene 36
Physical Education 220
General Psychology 72
Age-Specific Psychology 72
Teaching Psychology 64
History of Pedagogy 72
Pedagogy 216
Methods of Teaching Foreign Languages 196
Practical Course of the Primary Foreign Language (French) 3140
Stylistics 72
Theoretical Phonetics 72
Theoretical Grammar 120
Typology 60
Lexicology 72
History of the Language 72
Regional Geography 112
Literature of the Country of the Studied Language 144
Practical Course of the Second Foreign Language (German) 960
Theory of the Second Foreign Language 40
Special Courses: Management 40
Pedagogical Systems 40
Methods of Educational Work 40
Imperialism, Symbolism in French Art 40
Special Seminars: Language of Mass Media 40
Education In Modern World 40
Total 7512

Term papers: Pedagogy, Teaching methods, Philology

Practice (not included in the total number of hours): Summer pedagogical 4 weeks,

Methodical in primary language 6 weeks, Pedagogical 8 weeks
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Final state examinations: Second foreign language, Pedagogy, psychology and methods
of teaching foreign languages, Fundamentals of medical knowledge
Final diploma paper

119



Table 65. Teacher Education in the Russian Federation: Summary

Education | Institution Credential | Typical Gives Access to Teachin
Level Types Duration Pre- Pri- Lower | Higher | Voca- | Univer- | Gra-
school | mary | secon- | secon- tional | sity- duate
dary dary level
Higher Pedagogical Diploma of | 2 to 3 years X X X
vocational | uchilishche, Higher after CCSE',
education | Pedagogical Vocational | 3 to 5 years
college Education after CISE®
University- | Pedagogical Bachelor's 4 years X X X X X
level institute/ degree
education | university/
academy or Diploma of | 4 to 6 years X X X X X X
University/ "Specialist"
Graduate institute/ Master's 2 years X
education | academy degree
Candidate Minimum X X
of Sciences | 3 years
Doctor of 5to 15 years X X
Sciences

' CCSE stands for Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education.
* CISE stands for Certificate of Incomplete Secondary Education.
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GRADING SCALE
Secondary Education in the Former USSR and the Russian Federation
The grading system in secondary education in the Russian Federation is the same
as that in the former USSR. The following grading scale has been used at all levels of

school education.

Table 66. Grading Scale in School Education in the Former USSR and the Russian

Federation
Scale Grade Description

5 Excellent (Otnuuno, Otlichno)

4 Good (Xopomio, Horosho)

3 Satisfactory (Y 10B1€TBOPUTENBHO,
Udovletvoritel'no)

) Fail (HeynosneTBopuresnsHo,
Neudovletvoritel'no)

The lowest passing grade is ‘3’. Students must pass each course in order to enroll in the
next grade or to graduate. The grade ‘1’ also exists, but is used very rarely.

A plus (+) or a minus (-) may be added to a grade. For example, a ‘4+’ is higher
than a ‘4’ and lower than a ‘5-’. A ‘54’ is very rare. These intermediate grades may be
awarded throughout the period of study but typically not as a final grade.

Students who complete secondary education with the perfect grade in every
subject may be awarded a "gold medal". Students who receive a '4' in at most two
subjects and a '5' in all other subjects are typically awarded a "silver medal". Exact
stipulations for the award of gold and silver medals are set by the state administrative
bodies and may change from year to year.

Higher Education in the Former USSR and the Russian Federation

The grading system in higher education in the Russian Federation is the same as
that in the former USSR. It includes the same grading scale as at the other levels of
education. Additionally, some courses are marked 3auem (zachet), which is usually
translated as pass or credit. No more than five set examinations are typically graded each
semester. The remaining courses of the term are marked 3auem (zachet), if passed.
Courses that are marked 3auem (zachet) are likely to be part of a longer sequence of
courses that is graded at the end or courses that are minor to the specialization.

Students can continue their programs and graduate only if they pass each subject
of the curriculum. They are only allowed to resit a failed exam two times.

Students may be awarded a Diploma with Distinction/Honours (J{umiom ¢
otinnuueM, Diplom s otlichiem), which is also called the Red Diploma (Kpacusrit
murioM, Krasnyj diplom) due to the colour of its cover.
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Table 67. Grading Scale in Higher Education in the Former USSR and Russian

Federation
Scale Description
5 Excellent (Otnuuno, Otlichno)
4 Good (Xopomo, Horosho)
3 Satisfactory (Y 10B1€TBOPUTEINBHO,
Udovletvoritel'no)
) Fail (HeynosnerBopurensHo,
Neudovletvoritel'no)
Zachet Pass (3auer, Zachet)
Nezachet Fail (Heszauer, Nezachet)
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DOCUMENTATION

Both in the Russian Federation and the former USSR an academic credential may
be issued in one original only. A lost or stolen credential may be replaced and the word
"nyomukat" (dublikat, duplicate) will appear on the new document. Copies of a credential
may be notarised or certified by the institution with a signature and title of the certifying
official and the seal of the institution.

Credentails are issued directly by the institutions but follow the State format.
Documents of the state format are printed on special security paper, include the state
emblem and state seal, and note that the document is a state educational document. The
state format in the Russian Federation was changed from the one in the former USSR.
But after the break up of the former USSR in 1991 some eductaional institutions in the
Russian Federation might have still used documents of the Soviet state format for several
years.

Names of Documents

An academic document may have one of the few different names. The term
"mumioM" (diplom, diploma) is used for higher academic credentials. "CBuaerenscTBo"
(svidetel'stvo, certificate) is a credential issued after lower-level or shorter training. The
term "arrecrat" (attestat, attestat) is used exclusively as a secondary school credential.
"CnpaBka" (spravka, letter or certificate) is an additional document, issued by an
institution on request, that may confirm the fact of study, graduation, curriculum and
subject hours, etc. Examples of spravka are "apxuBnas cripaBka" (arhivnaya spravka,
archival certificate) and "akagemuueckas cnpaska" (akademicheskaya spravka, academic
certificate).

Secondary Education
Secondary Education in the Former USSR

If successful in all subjects, secondary students are awarded the Attestat, or the
Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education. In the former USSR, final grades
were listed on the Attestat itself. Final exam results were generally not recorded in the
certificate but reflected in the final grades. Failing grades were not typically recorded on
academic credentials as either the courses were repeated or exams were retaken or the
student might not graduate. Students who received the highest grade (‘5° out of *5’) in
every subject were usually awarded a gold medal. Students who fell short by receiving
‘4’ in only one subject usually received a silver medal.

The Attestat was the only document issued to students. They received no transcripts

or other documents. The Attestat was in Russian in the Russian Republic and bilingual, in
Russian and other local language, in the other republics.

123



Secondary Education in the Russian Federation

In the Russian Federation, the Attestat, or the Certificate of Completion of
Secondary Education, may include the results of the final examinations and a transcript
listing the grades achieved by students in all the subjects taught. Students who receive the
highest grade (‘5” out of °5”) in every subject are usually awarded a gold medal. Students
who fall short by receiving ‘4’ in only one or two subjects usually receive a silver medal.

As in the former USSR, failing grades are typically not recorded on academic
credentials as either the courses are repeated or exams are retaken or the student may not
graduate. The Attestat is the only document issued to the student. It is in Russian.

In the Russian Federation, the Unified State Exam (see the chapter on School
Education) is becoming a standard final exams for secondary school graduation and a
standard university entrance exam. The Attestat may be replaced or accompanied by the
Certificate of USE Results in the future.

Post-Secondary Education
Post-Secondary Education in the Former USSR

A Diploma of post-secondary education was typically accompanied by a
Supplement to the Diploma, with the exception of the Candidate of Sciences and Doctor
of Sciences. The Supplement to the Diploma (IIpunoxxenue x Junnomy, Prilozhenie k
Diplomu) may have included additional information about the program such as the list of
subjects, grades, professional practicum, and the results obtained in the final state
examinations and in the defence of the final research project. The Supplement to the
Diploma may have also be translated as the Addendum to the Diploma. Note that the
Supplement/Addendum to the Diploma was not valid without the corresponding Diploma
as identified by the serial and registration numbers and names of the student and
institution.

The Supplement to the Diploma in the former USSR did not state subject hours.
That information could be found on a separate document called "apxuBHas cipaBka"
(arhivnaya spravka, archival certificate) that was issued by the institution on request.

Another document, the academic certificate (akagemMuyeckas crpaBka,
akademicheskaya spravka) was used to record courses taken and grades received for
partical completion of a postsecondary program. It aslo included the number of study
hours for each subject.

Post-secondary students may have been awarded a Diploma with

Distinction/Honours ([Jumniom ¢ otmuuuem, Diplom s otlichiem), which was also called
the Red Diploma (Kpacuslit qunniom, Krasnyj diplom) due to the colour of its cover.
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Failing grades were not typically recorded on academic credentials as either the
courses were repeated or exams were retaken or the student might not have graduated. In
postsecondary education some courses may have been marked as Pass (3auer, zachet).
These courses had no corresponding graded final exams.

Educational credentials were typically in Russian only in the Russian Republic.
They may have been biligual, in Russian and a foreign language (English, French,
Spanish, etc.) - and in a special format - if issued to a foreign student. They may have be
bilingual, in Russian and other local language (Ukrainian, etc.), if issued in one of the
other Soviet Socialist republics. Quality of English translations may have varied as they
may have been performed by the students themselves and certified by the departments of
foreign languages or international offices of the institutions.

Post-Secondary Education in the Russian Federation

A Diploma of post-secondary education is typically accompanied by a
Supplement to the Diploma, with the exception of the Candidate of Sciences and Doctor
of Sciences. The Supplement to the Diploma (IIpunoxxenue x Junnomy, Prilozhenie k
Diplomu) is more elaborate than in the former USSR and may include the list of subjects,
number of hours, admission credentials, grades, professional practicum, and the results
obtained in the final state examinations and in the defence of the final research project.
The Supplement to the Diploma may also be translated as the Addendum to the Diploma.
Note that the Supplement/Addendum to the Diploma is not valid without the
corresponding Diploma as identified by the serial and registration numbers and names of
the student and institution.

Another document, the academic certificate (akagemMuyeckas crpaBka,
akademicheskaya spravka) is used to record courses taken and grades received for
partical completion of a postsecondary program. It aslo includes the number of study
hours for each subject.

Post-secondary students may be awarded a Diploma with Distinction/Honours
(dumnnom ¢ otnuuueM, Diplom s otlichiem), which is also called the Red Diploma
(Kpacusiit quninom, Krasnyj diplom) due to the colour of its cover.

Failing grades are typically not recorded on academic credentials as either the
courses are repeated or exams are retaken or the student may not graduate. In
postsecondary education some courses may be marked as Pass (3auer, zachet). These
courses have no corresponding graded final exams.

Educational credentials are typically in Russian only. They may be biligual, in
Russian and a foreign language - and in a special format - if issued to a foreign student.
Quality of English translations may vary as they may be performed by the students
themselves and certified by the departments of foreign languages or international offices
of the institutions.
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The recent trend in the Russian Federation is to standardize different educational
documents into one model. For example, the Supplement to the Diploma of Higher
Vocational Education and the Academic Certificate now resemble the Supplement to the
Diploma used for "Specialist", Bachelor's and Master's degrees. Further, some recent
university credentials may now follow the UNESCO, European Comission, and Council
of Europe model.
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Summary of Educational Credentials in the Former USSR

Summary of Educational Credentials

Table 68. Summary of Educational Credentials in the Former USSR

Credential Typical Length of Admission Access to
Full-time Study Requirements

Certificate of Incomplete 5 years Completion of primary Upper

Secondary Education school secondary

(AtTecraTr 06 OCHOBHOM 00I1EM school or

oOpa3oBanuu, Attestat ob vocational

Osnovnom Obshchem education

Obrazovanii)

Certificate of Completion of 2 years Certificate of Incomplete | Higher

Secondary Education Secondary Education education or

(ATtrecrar 0 cpeHEM (IIOJITHOM) vocational

obmiem oOpazoBanuu, Attestat o education

Srednem (Polnom) Obshchem

Obrazovanii)

Diploma of Lower Vocational 2 years (if does not Certificate of Incomplete | Employment

Education incorporate complete Secondary Education

(Jumnom 06 oKOHYAHUHT secondary education) (typically without

npodrexyunnuia, Diplom ob 3 years (if entrance exams) Employment

okonchanii proftehuchilishcha) incorporates complete or higher
secondary education) education
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1-1.5 years Certificate of Completion | Employment
of Secondary Education
(typically without
entrance exams)
Diploma of Higher Vocational 3-5.5 years Certificate of Incomplete | Employment
Education Secondary Education and | or higher
(Jumnmom 06 oOKOHUYAHUHU entrance exams education
CPEIHEro CIeuuanbHOTo 2-4.5 years Certificate of Completion | Employment
obpaszoBanus, Diplom ob of Secondary Education
okonchanii srednego and entrance exams
spetzial'nogo obrazovaniya)
Diploma of "Specialist" (JJurutom | 5 to 6 years (4 for some | Completion of school Candidate of
Cnenuanucra, Diplom teaching qualifications) | education and entrance Sciences
Spetzialista) exams program or
Employment
Candidate of Sciences (Kangunar | Minimum 3 years Diploma of "Specialist", | Doctor of
Hayk, Kandidat Nauk) including research and | entrance exams, Sciences
optional coursework and research program and
qualifications Associate
Professor
position
Doctor of Sciences ([okTop Hayk, | 5 to 15 years Candidate of Sciences, Full-Professor
Doktor Nauk) academic position, and position

research qualifications
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Summary of Educational Credentials in the Russian Federation

Table 69. Summary of Educational Credentials in the Russian Federation

Credential Typical Length of Admission Access to
Full-time Study Requirements

Certificate of Incomplete 5 years Completion of primary Upper

Secondary Education school secondary

(AtTecratr 06 OCHOBHOM 0011IEM school or

oOpa3oBanuu, Attestat ob vocational

Osnovnom Obshchem education

Obrazovanii )

Certificate of Completion of 2 years Certificate of Incomplete | Higher

Secondary Education Secondary Education education or

(AtTectat 0 cpenHeM (TIOJTHOM) vocational

obmiem oOpazoBanuu, Attestat o education

Srednem (Polnom) Obshchem

Obrazovanii )

Diploma of Lower Vocational 1-2.5 years (if does Certificate of Incomplete | Employment

Education (luriom o HavanbHOM | not incorporate Secondary Education

npoheccHoHaIbHOM complete secondary (typically without

obpazoBanuu, Diplom o education) entrance exams)

nachal'nom professional'nom 3-4 years (if Employment

obrazovanii) incorporates complete or higher
secondary education) education
1-1.5 years Certificate of Completion | Employment

of Secondary Education
(typically without
entrance exams)
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Diploma of Higher Vocational 3-5 years Certificate of Incomplete | Employment
Education (J{umiom o cpeaneM Secondary Education and | or higher
npoheccHoHaIbLHOM entrance exams education
oOpazoBanuu, Diplom o srednem | 2-4 years Certificate of Completion | Employment
professional'nom obrazovanii) of Secondary Education
and entrance exams
Bachelor's degree (bakanasp, 4 years Completion of school Master or
Bakalavr) education and entrance "Specialist"
exams program or
Employment
Diploma of "Specialist" (Jurutom | 5 to 6 years (4 years in | Completion of school Candidate of
Cnenuanucra, Diplom few specialisations) (1 | education and entrance Sciences
Spetzialista) to 1.5 years after a exams program or
Bachelor) or Bachelor's degree Master or
Employment
Master's degree (Marucrp, 2 years a'ﬁer a Bgchelor’s dj:gree or . Capdidate of
Magistr) Bachelor's degree Diploma of "Specialist", | Sciences
(1 to 1.5 years after a entrance exams program or
Diploma of Employment
"Specialist", not
common)
Candidate of Sciences (Kanaugar | Minimum 3 years after | Diploma of "Specialist" | Doctor of
Hayk, Kandidat Nauk) a "Specialist" or a or Master's degree, Sciences
Master's degree, entrance exams, program and
including research and | and research Associate
optional coursework qualifications Professor
position
Doctor of Sciences (okTop Hayk, | 5to 15 years after Candidate of Sciences, Full-Professor
Doktor Nauk) Candidate of Sciences | academic position, and position

research qualifications
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Glossary of Common Russian Educational Terms

Table 70. Glossary of Common Russian Educational Terms

Russian

English

aKaJACMHYCCKasa CTCIICHDb

academic degree

aKaJIeMHUYSCKUM o

academic year

aKaJeMus academy

aCIMpPaHT graduate student enrolled in a Candidate
of Sciences program

acnupaHTypa graduate school, a program leading to the

Candidate of Sciences

Atrectar 00 OCHOBHOM 00IIIEM
o0Opa3zoBaHUM

Certificate of Incomplete Secondary
Education

ATTecTar o cpegHeM (IIOJTHOM)
o0rmieM 00pa3oBaHUU

Certificate of Completion of Secondary
Education

BEUepHEee 00ydeHne

evening study

BOCHHAas IIOATOTOBKa

Military Training

BOCHHOC YUMJIMIIC

military school

BLIHyCKHOfI OK3aMCH

graduation examination

Briciraga Arrectanmmondas Komuccus

Supreme Certifying Commission

BBICIICC O6pa3OBaHI/Ie

higher education

BBICIIIHC yqe6HHe 3aBCICHUA

higher educational institutions

TMMHa3uA

gymnasium

JaTta BBLIA4Yn

date of issuance

JaTa OKOHYaHUA

date of graduation

JiaTa poXKICHUS date of birth
JaTa NOCTYIUICHUS date of entrance
Jumiom bakanaspa Diploma of Bachelor

Junnom Jloxropa Hayk

Diploma of Doctor of Sciences

Junnom Kangunara Hayk

Diploma of Candidate of Sciences

Junnom Maructpa

Diploma of Master

Jlumiom 00 OKOHYaHUH
npodTexydnnuia

Diploma of Lower Vocational Education

I[I/IHJ'IOM 00 OKOHYAHUHU CpCAHCTO
CIICIHUAaJIbHOI'O O6pa3OBaHI/I$I

Diploma of Higher Vocational Education

JIMIIJIOM O HETIOJTHOM BBICIIIEM
oOpa3zoBaHUU

Diploma of Incomplete Higher Education

JlurioM o npogeccuoHaTbHON
IIEPENOArOTOBKE

Diploma of Professional Retraining

Jurom Crienmanucra

Diploma of “Specialist”

JUIATCIIBHOCTD NMTPOTpaMMBbI

program length

JTHEBHOE 00y4eHHe

full-time study

JOKTOPAHT

graduate student enrolled in a Doctor of
Sciences program
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JOKTOpaHTypa

graduate school, a program leading to the
Doctor of Sciences

Eunslii 'ocygapcTBeHHBIN DK3aMeH

Unified State Exam

3a049HOC 06yquHe

correspondence study

3ayer pass

UHCTUTYT institute

HCKYCCTBO Arts

HCCIEA0BATENIbCKUN UHCTUTYT research institute
UCTOpHUS History

Kadenpa academic department
KBaJIM(pUKALHS qualification

KOJUICDK college

Kypc course, also year of study

JJUKBU AU 6e3rpaMOTHOCTI/I

eradication of illiteracy

unein lyceum

MeOuILIHA Medicine
MEHEKMEHT Management
MunucrepctBo O6pa3zoBaHus Ministry of Education
HaIpaBJICHUE area of study

Hayka science

HavabHOE MPOo(ecCHOHATBHOE
oOpa3oBaHue

lower vocational education

HaydyaJIbHOC 06pa30BaHHe

primary education

HEC3a4CT

fail

HCIIOJIHOC CPEAHCC 06pa30BaHHe

incomplete secondary education

oOpa3oBaHue

Education

obmree oOpa3oBanue

general education, same as secondary
education

oOrmieoOpa3oBarenbHas CpeHss
IIKOJIa

general secondary school

oOmreo0pazoBaTenpHas IKoJa C
YKIIOHOM

general school offering intensive studies
in certain subjects

OCHOBHOE 00111ee 00pa3oBaHue

lower secondary education

Otnen O6pazoBaHus

Department of Education

MPUIIOKCHUEC K TUILTIOMY

diploma supplement

npoheccHoHaTbHO-TEXHUYECKOE
YUWINIIE

professional technical uchilishche/school

npodeccuoHANbHBIN TUIei

professional lyceum

Poccuniickas @enepanus

Russian Federation

CunerensctBo 0 Pesynbrarax EI'D

Certificate of the Unified State Exam
Results

CEJIbCKOE XO351CTBO Agriculture
CEMECTp semester/term
CHEIMAJIBHOCTh specialization

cpeaHee MmoaHoe obiee 0Opa3oBaHue

upper secondary education
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cpeaHee 00pa3oBaHKe

secondary education

cpenHee npoQecCHOHATBHOE

oOpa3oBaHue

higher vocational education

cpenHee npoQecCHOHATBHO-

TCXHUYCCKOC YUMIINIIC

secondary professional technical
uchilishche/school

CpCaHCC CIICIUAaIbHOC O6pa3OBElHI/Ie

specialized secondary education, same as
higher vocational education

CTa)KHPOBKa practical training at another institution as
a visiting student, intern, or scholar

TEXHUKYM tehnikum/technical school

TEXHOJIOTUS Technology

YHUBEPCUTET university

YCKOPCHHAA IporpaMma

accelerated program

y4eOHbIE Yachl

credit hours

y4eOHBIH MyaH curriculum
¢dumnocopus Philosophy
HIKOJIbHOE 00pa3oBaHue school education
HKOHOMHKA Economics
IOPUCTIPYACHIIUS Law

1(mmoxo) 1 (poor)
2(HEeyIOBIETBOPUTEIHHO) 2 (unsatisfactory)
3(yIOBIETBOPUTENIHHO) 3 (satisfactory)
4(xopo1110) 4 (good)
5(OTIMYHO) 5 (excellent)

1 oquH one

2 nBa two

3 Tpu three

4 yetbIpe four

5 mATh five

6 1ecThb SiX

7 ceMb seven

8 BoceMb eight

9 neBsIThH nine

10 necsaTh ten
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AACRAO (American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admission Officers).
Update on Russian Educational system. 2005.
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Issue: Determining an Appropriate Alberta Equivalency for Elementary and Secondary
Education in the Former USSR.

CCSI (Centre for Civil Society International). Internet Resources for the NIS. 1995

ECE (International Educational Evaluators). Evaluation Tools for Russian Credentials.
2005.

European Commission. Focus on the Structure of Higher Education in Europe
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Education. 1992.
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NOOSR (National Office of Overseas Skills Recognition). Russian Federation: A
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Former USSR Republics. 1995.

Popovich Erika, Levin-Stankevich Brian. The Soviet System of Education. World
Education Series Special Report. 1992

UNESCO. Mutual Recognition of Qualifications: The Russian Federation and the Other
European Countries. Second Edition. 2000. Compiled by Dr. Oleg Kouptsov.

International Websites

Anabin (in German)
http://www.ifos.de/anabin/

Bologna Secretariat
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/bologna/

CICIC Canadian Information Centre for International Credentials
http://www.cicic.ca/en/page.aspx?sortcode=2.15

UK NARIC National Recognition Information Centre
http://www.interskills.info/
http://www.internationalcomparisons.org.uk/

World Higher Education Database (WHED)
http://www.unesco.org/iau/onlinedatabases/index.html

World Education Services
http://www.wes.org/

Russian Websites

Federal Agency on Education
http:/www.ed.gov.ru

Federal Service for Supervision in Education and Science
http://www.obrnadzor.gov.ru

Federal State Research Institute of Information Technologies and Telecommunications
http://www.informika.ru/text/index.html

Ministry of Education and Science
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http://www.mon.gov.ru

National Accreditation Agency of Russia
http://www.nica.ru

National Information Center on Academic Recognition and Mobility, Ministry of
Education of the Russian Federation
http://www.russianenic.ru/

Profile Education in Upper Secondary School
http://www.profile-edu.ru

Russian Rectors' Union
http://rsr-online.ru/english/about.htm

The Unified State Exam Portal
http://www.ege.ru/
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Appendix 1: Sample School Education Credentials

Sample Certificate of Incomplete Secondary Education in the Former USSR and the
Russian Federation

! ATTECTAT ¢ i N0 MHOCTRANNGMY  ATEKY
60 OCUHORHOM obueyM OOpAZOBAHMMN| SRR Yo,
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TEOAVEHA oo e CeHORHOE  oiilee oDpazoRaHHE ®: :
H oo HARVAIA . CAEATIOIIHE SHAHNA:
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- ¥ B ) i
N PYCCKORE AMTUPATYE D i e S e
[ FETAPATY] e t-'
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I PEOMBTRHH PR madi < oy, el Aupeenzag
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Fuawpiean:
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e BHOAGERY e A A 000Gl

1. Certificate of Incomplete Secondary Education

2. With distinction

3. Last name, first name, patronymic

4. Date of birth

5. Name and location of school

6. List of subjects and grades

7. List of subjects and grades, continued

8. Additionally, successfully completed a program in facultative (optional) subjects
9. Date of issue

10. Seal

11. Signatures of the Director, Vice-Director, and teachers
12. Serial number
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Sample Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education in the Former USSR

N

W

o N W

X

Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education
Last name, first name, patronymic

Place and date of birth

Graduation year and name of school

Signatures of the Director, Vice-Director, and teachers
Date and place of issue

Seal

Serial number
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Sample Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education in the Russian
Federation

1. Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education

2. Last name, first name, patronymic

3. Place and date of birth

4. Graduation year and name of school

5. Signatures of the Director, Vice-Director, and teachers
6. Date and place of issue

7. Seal

8. Serial number
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Sample Supplement to the Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education in the
Russian Federation

B ATTErTATR O CR0THEN [0/ EE M)
Ol bR DGR e EEC TR TR O

IMNPHITOKEHHE

K ATTECTATY (}f B, S
0 cpeaHem {(noanem) obugen olpazoBanEu

fianamonst
Hrz ek e

OruecTro o e ot e

Jlara pONIeHNH . '3

©gmmmme
Mecto posaenna - Uﬁfi{ﬁﬂ:ﬁ;ﬂfﬂ

1. Supplement to the Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education serial
number

2. Last name, first name, patronymic

3. Date and place of birth
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TABEJB

HTOTOBRIX OUIEHOK YVCNeEAEMOCTH

[Tpuceoen kBaAuHKAUMOHHBIA paspAA (KAACC, RATETOPHA) ...

Kpome 1010, yCmemHO BBITIOAHMA ... nporpamMmy no GakyAbTATHUBHBIM Kypcam

.

7

[

AN

'r.l

- .;EEI-[AEIH @ 23» Mﬁﬁ% El]ﬁ-{l
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1. Listing of final grades

2. Class (profile)

3. Subject

4. Grade

5. Passed qualification exams for a profession
Attained qualification level (class, category)

Additionally, successfully completed a program in facultative (optional) subjects

o =N

Seal
9. Signatures of the Director

10. Date of issue
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Sample Supplement to the Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education in the Russian Federation (with Final

Exam Results)

[lpnnoxenue K arTectaTy AC N
0 cpenHeMm 06pa3oBaHUM z

04

2 TABEJIb

MTOrOBBIX OLEHOK YCIEBAEMOCTH :
(6e3 aTrecrara o cpeaHeM 06DA30BAHUM HEAeHCTBUTEJIEH)

Caan @ BHIIYCKHBIE 9K3aMEHBl IO CAEAYIOWUM
peAMeTaM: |

Haunmenosanue IIpeaAMETOB OL!.EHK&
e eeig U 0 0 S o s erntreniee )
2 LR YA g €t ckeryice |
Rsteebi s G furk LB i e matiiee
Wf*nfe(zi-uwaz ....................... 2 ferntsiiiee )

Feirrpprrtiont | TR fo ot ...
OGHAPYRUA €. CAeayiOUINe 3HAHMWs:
‘5 HavMenosanue mpeaMeTron Onenka

Caan . kBaAnUKAINMOHHbIE 3K3aMeHBl TTO Mpodeccut
TlpucBoen  kBarupUKaMOHHBIA  paspsa (xaacc,
RATEERODPra ) o it s b s e s e S R

Kpome Toro, ycrnemHo BbIUIOAHUA.. ... IporpaMMy mo
(PaKYABTATUBHBIM KYPCAM . il i

¥ "MT Tosznaka. 1990-
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8.
9.

Supplement to the Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education serial
number

Listing of grades

. Last name, first name, patronymic

Name of school
Subjects and grades
Passed final exams (subjects and grades)

Passed qualification exams for a profession... Attained qualification level (class,
category)... Additionally, successfully completed a program in facultative
(optional) subjects...

Participated in the year ... in ... and won ... place. Awarded ...

Signatures of the Director, Vice-Director, and teachers

10. Date and place of issue
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Sample Certificate of Unified State Exam Results

1
CBHAETEJBCTBO Ne 0000000000000

HacTosIIee cBHICTETECTBO
BBLIAHOZ

(haMHIHA, HMA, OTISCTEO)

;IOM. 9TO OH (OHA) cIAT_ eOHHBIH IOCyJapCTBEHHEIH
IK3aMEH.

4
PellleHHe rocyIapcTBEHHOH 3K3aMeHAIIHOHHOH KOMHCCHH

oT Ne

((pAMHIHA, HMA, OTHYECTRO)

=1
PYKOBOIHTEIL OpPraHa yIpaBieHHT 00paz0BaHHeM CyOBeKTa
PoccHickoH PenepalHH

1.0, damuina

M.IL

-
Brigano 200 r. PerHcTpallHOHHEIH
Ne

10 pe3yiaeTaTaM COavTH eIHHOIO
TOCYIapCTBEHHOTO 3K3aMeHa
o0HAPYAHT __ CIeOyIIIHE

3HAHHA:

HanveHoBaHHA
00meoGpa30oBaTe/IBHBIX
OpeIMeTOB

Bannel

O 0 Nonbkhw o=

Certificate serial number
Last name, first name, patronymic
That she passed the Unified State Exam

By a decision of the State Exam Commission of ... date and number ...

Director of the local body of education administration
Seal
Date of issue and registration number

Last name, first name, patronymic

Subjects and scores
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Appendix 2: Sample Higher Education Credentials*®
Sample Higher Education Credentials in the Former USSR

A. Sample Diploma of "Specialist" in the Former USSR

JTRIJIOM

€ OTAHYHEM
£
10 X 000000 ]y

Hoerod s Aunaes nade ... ‘QJ

]

PigeHne Pee YRR TREM 0 1 EILSEIE TR ROk

TR (| 1, e NS Rt oo (D Bl |

|L;||ECE.M BT ROgEA

Hedpamran s an J0rWA R Ge1TITGTE
PR L FTR LT S L e e

Pokniop

TR
Papadl 12
o _<|> 1 :I'.n::rm!qnlul-lau.m'l P g

poden Touaea, 1901

Diploma

With distinction

Serial number

This diploma is issued to (Last name, first name, patronymic)

that he in (year) entered (Name of school)

and in (year) completed course of (full-time/evening/correspondence) studies
Specialisation

By decision of the State Examination Commission of (date)

awarded the qualification of

WX bW =

26 Only institutions that are accredited are permitted to award documents of the shown standard state
format for their accredited programs. The state format includes the state emblem and state seal and uses a
special security paper. There may be a separate statement by the state emblem that the diploma is the state
document of higher education ("'IuruioM siBisieTcst TOCYAapCTBEHHBIM JOKYMEHTOM O BBICIIEM
obpazosanun"), or just the name of the country (e.g., Russian Federation, "Poccuiickas ®@eneparus”).
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10. Chair of the State Examination Commission, Rector, Secretary
11. Seal

12. Date and place of issue

13. Registration number

147



B. Sample Diploma of "Specialist" for Foreign Students in the Former USSR

CO0GE CORREGRIN CUTIELTINCTHY ECHREX  FRCTTY LG RN O SOV TET SOOI nisT BEPEBLICS
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C. Sample Candidate of Sciences Diploma in the Former USSR

meHHemMm )

m 4 L
~ AMIIAOM Coton P

KAHOHUOATA HAYR z%&@ztaa?fr.cnm%omMﬁ— \
/| s PHCYMSAEHA YUEHAR CTEMEHb A
' KAHJAHIATA
: 9K Ne-posvdi=  * L OBOHOMHYECKHX HAYK
S@ae"

3 Moewnn Wﬂfﬁ. |

1. Diploma of Candidate of Sciences
2. Serial number
3. Place and date of issue

4. By decision of the Dissertation Council at (name of school) of (date of council
decision)

5. Awarded the degree of Candidate of Economic Sciences

6. Chair and secretary of the Dissertation Council
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Sample Higher Education Credentials in the Russian Federation

D. Sample Diploma of Incomplete Higher Education in the Russian Federation

- AHUIIAOM

O HEIMTOAHOM BBICHIEM OBPA30BAHMIA

HACTOSUIHA AHMITADM BhIAAH

3

B TOM, W0 OH/OHA YCTTEINTHD SAREFINALA)
RYVPC HEMOANOND REICIHEND. OBFASORAITMI

BEH 0032752

’%ﬁ

" e
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DEAEPALIMA

Ariria
haera ngratio
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1. Diploma of Incomplete Higher Education
2. Serial number

3. Issued to (Last name, first name, patronymic) that she successfully completed the

course of incomplete higher education

4. Prior education certificate

5. Entrance exams (passed/not passed)

6. Started studies in (year) at (name of school)
7. Stopped studies in (year) at (name of school)
8. Standard duration of full-time study ... years
9. Specialty/specialisation

10.

11

Annual papers

. Field work
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Registration number and date of issue

Rector, Dean and Secretary

Seal

Supplement to the diploma

Last name, first name, patronymic

Date of birth

During the course of study... passed the following exams
Subject

Credit hours

Grade
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F. Sample Bachelor's Degree Diploma in the Russian Federation

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

ANTTAOM

EAKAAARPA

Diploma, serial number

By decision of the State Examination Commission of (date)
Last name, first name, patronymic

Awarded the degree of Bachelor

Specialisation at (name of school)

Chair of the State Examination Commission

Seal

Rector
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G. Sample Supplement to the Diploma (Bachelor's degree, Diploma of '"Specialist",
or Master's degree) in the Russian Federation

POCCHACEAR
DEAEPALIHMA
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. Specialty

. Specialization

. Annual papers

. Field work

. Final State examination

. Final research project

. Rector, Dean and secretary
. Seal

. During the course of study
. Subject

. Credit hours

. Grade

. Supplement to the diploma number ...
. Registration number and date of issue
. By decision of the State Examination Commission of (date) awarded the degree of ...
. Last name, first name, patronymic
. Date of birth

. Prior education certificate
. Entrance exams (passed/not passed)

. Started studies in (year) at (name of school)

. Stopped studies in (year) at (name of school)
. Standard duration of full-time study ... years

... passed the following exams
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H. Sample Diploma of "Specialist" in the Russian Federation

'Qv

AMLLACM AIRAHETCY
PO DOTREHH B ADKMMENTOM
L ICLLEM GEIASOBAHM

40

QD

POCHBCHAT AR

L

2 AUTTAOM

ARG G0 E0

7 Do el
Focydapimdensig o LR KO

ar q FokT

5 B NFHCVIEATHA
REAAMGARALILH

SN il
3 P ai

e
Q Prxnan

1 Persiemrnenanni moaep

1. Registration number

2. Diploma, serial number

HE# Towapa, 13

3. By decision of the State Examination Commission of (date)

4. Last name, first name, patronymic

5. Awarded the qualification of (specialisation)

6. Chair of the State Examination Commission, and Rector

7. Seal
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I. Sample Master's Degree Diploma in the Russian Federation

ANTTAOM

A ODED&G S

MATMCTPA

1. Registration number

2. Diploma, serial number

3. By decision of the State Examination Commission of (date)
4. Last name, first name, patronymic

5. Awarded the degree of Master

6. Specialization at (name of school)

7. Chair of the State Examination Commission, and Rector
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J. Sample Academic Record in the Russian Federation
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L
NoareTomiiesiidi gakvanter 199471995 yuel.ron
1. Mspoerpasna il sk (fipamnysckmii) 724 NOPOLO
2. Pasniinsuieecs CTRRMG B CHRETEME MERLYHAPLAHMY DT 152 NOPOL 0
3. Mumésmarus 116 YEGRACT
4. Boooras 76 OTANMHD
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8. dnnitea 36 MO
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. Academic Record

. Last name, first name, patronymic

. Date of birth

. Prior education certificate

. Entrance exams (passed/not passed)

. Started studies in (year) at (name of school)

. Stopped studies in (year) at (name of school)
. Standard duration of full-time study ... years
. Specialty

. Specialization (N/A)

. Annual papers (N/A)

. Field work

. Final State examination (N/A)

. Final research project (N/A)

. Registration number and date of issue

. During the course of study... passed the following exams
. Subject

. Credit hours

. Grade

. Total hours

. Basis for program termination
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K. Sample Candidate of Sciences Diploma in the Russian Federation (Two Different Samples)*’

4 PeweHne m

OAHCCERTAUHOHHOTO COBSTa

 DUHAOH

KAHAWUAOATA HAYK o 17 che

6 MNPHCYARAEHA YHEHAA CTENEHE

2 KT N¢ 025547
T Mpediedoress IHECEDTLLHOHHDTY COBETE
3 Mocxkea I or VuzHAk CRHpeTODE
THECEDTOUHOHHOCD COBETE

p FelweHnem
Cap e :
DuHAGH
KAHIHUIOATA HAVK ot 19 r. Ng
MPHCYKAEHA YHEHAA CTENEHB
kTP Ne 000413 KAHAUAATA

Batuers GITECTAYMAHHATD HOMHTETD
Pocouickor Celepuyni
TAGEHER YUSHAK GEHpSSARh

Bagwers BITECTULHORHATY oML
Porewiicof @ zdopaiuu

Muocrpa e

*" The name of the institution (not shown) may be handwritten.

162



10.
11.

12

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Diploma of Candidate of Sciences
Serial number

Place and date of issue

. By decision of the Dissertation Council

Date of the council decision

Awarded the degree of Candidate

Chair and secretary of the Dissertation Council
By decision of

Chair and chief secretary of Supreme Certifying Committee of Russian Federation
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L. Sample Doctor of Sciences Diploma in the Russian Federation

3 PeweHuem

BbICLI.IEFO dTTECTAUMOHHOID HOMKTETS

" DUIAE

ot 19 r. MNe,
JOKTOPA HAYK

4 [PHCYXKAEHA YYEHAS CTENEHDB

3 O No 006492
] Npedeeiuedn
Figiern ATTECTANHOINROT KOMHTETH
Mucrss I’n[:un-m:mm m-lJIIUpcII!MH
Taconwii THEHRH el prTijl

BGeirn armeenuinmar s et
Faemiaesng e payii

1. Diploma of Doctor of Sciences

2. Serial number, place of issue

3. By decision of the Supreme Certifying Committee of Russian Federation of (date)
4. Awarded the degree of Doctor

5. Chair and Chief Secretary of the Supreme Certifying Committee of Russian Federation
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Appendix 3: Sample Technical/Vocational Education Credentials
Sample Technical/Vocational Education Credentials in the Former USSR

Sample Diploma of Lower Vocational Education (SPTU) in the Former USSR
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N —

Diploma serial number ...

The diploma is issued to ... (name) that s/he ... (date) entered Secondary Professional Technical Uchilichshe number 31 of the
city Kerch and ... (date) completed a course of studies at the Professional Technical Uchilichshe in the occupation of ... as well
as completed upper secondary education.

By decision of the Examination Commission ... (date) ... (name) received the qualification of ... (occupational title and
numeric level).

Date of issue and registration number.
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Sample Supplement to the Diploma of Lower Vocational Education (§P7U) in the Former USSR

1
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S

Supplement to Diploma serial number ...

Subjects and grades in Professional Technical education block
Final qualification examinations

Subjects and grades in Secondary education block

Subjects and grades in Electives

Date of issue and registration number
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Sample Diploma of Higher Vocational Education in the Former USSR

C AUNJAOM I AWOJAOM
a BUISNAKOI0 1 C DTIHYHEM
MT N B3] MT A E91
i
i .,‘a 2 acrmucall S Ll TR R
roury, g A 1 B g ticrpresd W 2OLmAI b 0L W, §ro o o E e s s "_{“?'—_gna_'ﬂﬁcg(_?f
T --;_t«rqu#m S erRET 2 A UECHI LA HEROE. | JULratrile
0 1289 Gt el B ek vt OIS B evarpan gy tiariia, T SRR Sl M OSBa pK Oz Yy AUI G

[ |'|'|'|r.'..:|.||- g | ?E#ﬁ?:{!ﬁf(

A gt B Wl A e R DR R gt emE il .: -_j_ﬂ:};ﬂrltl_ :.frds 14

o Snad i ootk ?’ﬁ_#‘giu';;ﬂ
F g, el B i3
Hubla P P e S T, 3 N, L . [

AP perersene,y

? M Qe

e —
Tups - .

i’%ﬁ.@a'm‘ :

S :
D Uopmeis | 2 fapednT AT . xed”
A FRrTplINRIRE ¥ -"—??JE

| 2 ey
T Pavetpiniinnd ¥ iy i dugaa ,

1. Diploma with distinction serial number ...

2. This diploma is issued to ... (name) that s/he ... (date) entered the Medical Uchilichshe of the city Chortkov and ... (date) completed
a course of studies at the named Uchilichshe in the occupation of Feldscher.

3. By decision of the State Qualification Commission ... (date) ... (name) received the qualification of Feldscher.

Note: The left-hand side of the Diploma is in the local language of a Soviet Socialist Republic (Ukrainian). In the former USSR,
diplomas awarded in the Soviet Socialist Republics (SSRs) other than the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic (RSFSR) were
bilingual. In the Russian Federation, diplomas are in Russian.
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Sample Supplement to the Diploma of Higher Vocational Education in the Former
USSR

1
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1.) Specialization Feldscher on the basis of lower secondary education.

Supplement to the Diploma serial number ...
... (name) during the period of studies at the Medical Uchilichshe of the city Chortkov

from ... (date) to ... (date) obtained the following grades in the following subjects.

2.) Passed the following state examinations.
3.) Signatures of Vice-Director and Secretary, seal, place and date of issue, and

registration number.
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Sample Technical/Vocational Education Credentials in the Russian Federation

Sample Diploma of Lower Vocational Education in the Russian Federation
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1.) Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation
Diploma serial number
The diploma is issued to ... (name) that s/he ... (date) entered (name of the institution) and ... (date) completed a course of studies

in the occupation of ... .
By decision of the Attestation Commission ... (date) ... (name) received the qualification of ... (occupational title and numeric

level).
Signatures of the Chairman of the State Attestation Commission, Director, and Secretary.
Date of issue and registration number.

174



175



1.) Russian state emblem. This diploma is a state document of higher vocational

education.

2.) Advanced level.

3.) Registration number

4.) Russian Federation. State educational institution Pedagogical College number 4.
Diploma with Distinction serial number ...

5.) By decision of the State Attestation Commission ... (date) ... (name) received the
qualification of Preschool Teacher for Children with Special Needs with

specialization in Special Preschool Education.
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Sample Supplement to the Diploma of Higher Vocational Education in the Russian
Federation

1

MMM AT, WA, OTHCCTED

Aara poscieniem = 2R

ADIYMCHT 0 MPEAIICCTRYIONICM YPOIHE 0b palonaimun
HHAMMEHORREHHE YUDERACHMN, ¢TI0 IEIAGEIIErO:
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PassurHe IBETOBOCAPHATISA Y IeTeH HOIIKOTbHOIO BO3PACTE C HAPYIICHHEM

HITEMISKTA B MpOLEcEe H30DPasUTEIBHOH ACHTCIBHOCTH.
Peay ARTaATI 3AUTHTI:
OTJIHYHO

Mroronnii Focy Aq perBeHIEITL MEKANCHHIANHAPHLTH
SEIAMEH [0 COSLMAALIGCTH

Hroroniic rocyAapericl Rae S menn:

L. crenMaIbHag ICHXOIONHE, OTIHYHO
2. crienHANEHAS TEAAroTHEA ¢ BONPOCaME
HACTHRIX METOIHK. OTIHYHO

Déredcsnrse
Toeypiapemiesiot
AR O O

AL LRI

or 26 miona 2002 o

TPHCBOEHA KEAAMGIKALIIA
BOCIHTATENS AETER MOMIEQILEOEO
BUIPACTA C OTRIOBERRAMH
BRHTEVIEKTYAJIEHOMH PEUERGM PATHTHA
0o CICLIFAABHOUTH
CHELHAJILHOE
JOUIKOJNBHOE

Aawaieeis Sunon Sacen npratio.
el pOBLECHONEA YR BeBIeAVOL TR
& COOTIOEMCINGIT € Ypaiien
O s bR el

e edarie
T e
AT ED il
FRCHE

g

Lerpemagp,

Flpadinmesie fur umqmm:

MUOB s, 97
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da upesms 0byuerus cAza (a) 3AULTLL NPOMERYTORHELL 3 HTOTORRIE SKIAMCHLT
T CACAYHOUTIA ABCUIRTIA R

|
Kannzecmibo

Hesisenioidaree Mucaprimmi aydu ; g: {:;m x| H(;ij:f"
}
st SO
i OCHOBBI HTOCODIH 102 OTIHYHO
2 OCHOBBI AKOHOMIEKH 51 { OTAHYHO
34 OCHOBEL COLHOJIOTHE I OJETONOTHE 51 { OTAHNHO
4, OCHOBBL NIpaska 61 | OTMHYHO
i HeTopHA OTeuecTBa 111 XOpOLIo
6. MHPOBAA XY 0K CTEC HHAA KYILTYPa 87 OTIHHMHO
i JHTEPATYPA ¢ OCHOBAMH THISDATYPOBEIeHHA 87 OTAHHHO
§.  KyaeTypa pedn 57 OTITUHO
9. HHOCTPARHLI 361K (Al MHCRIIT) 244 ORIMYHO
10.  maremarika 51 KOOI
HH(POPMATHKA 54 OTIHYHO
OCHOBEL €CTECTROZHANNS 1 SKONOTHHI | 111 XOpOIIo
PYCCRUIT S3BIK € OCHOBAMU S3LIKOSHARMY | 168 Ropomo
s HueCKan KyasTypa 300 qauer
AHATOMMA K PH3HOJIOTHA Jereli DAHHETD H IOUIKOILHOCO BO3pACTa, 27 OO
OCHOBLI JA0POBOIo 0bBpaza 3 UINH, OCHOBLL HEMMATPIN H FHIHEHE] i
Bel0MACHOCTE KAZHENEATEILHOCTH Ll OTIAHHO
HEBPOIIATOIOTHE JIETCKOrO BO3pacTa 81 OTIHUHO
FICHXOTIATOIOr 3 HETCKOIG BO3PACTA 102 OTIHHHO
PEHERLIE, CENCOPHEIE CHETEME! B HX HADVIIEHHA 51 OTITHMHO
OCHOBEI TEHETHRH _ 80 OTIHYHO
KIMHHKA MHTEIICK IYJibHbIX HEPYLICHHA 32 OO
HCHXOOUHS 273 OTIHUHD
HeAarorKea 245 ! OTIHYHO
OCHOBEL MEIATOTHYECKOTS MACTepCTRa 54 | OTIIHYHO
OCHOBED CHENMATEHAN M2 JarorHKH 1 CHSLMANE O ICHX 00T ME 133 OTIHHHG
MU PEHONCHX OI0THA, JIOTONCHEXOI0TH 127 OTIRIHO
PYCCKHIE S3RIK 37 XOPONIO
onHrofpeHoncaroruxa 127 OTAMHHO
AETCKAd (IHTEPATYDA ¢ MPAKTHKYMOM 110 BRIDA3HTENLHOMY HTEHHIO 171 ; OTAMYHG
H30ODa3HTENEHAA JCATENRH0CTE 111 . OTIHYHG
HPAKTHKYM 10 Xy I0RCCTBCHHOMY TPYIY H KOHCTPYHPUBAHMEY 111 | OTIHYHO
MY3LIKA, PHTMHEA 111 OTAHTHO
OCHOBEL TOTONEIHH ¢ NPAKTHKYMOM HO 3BYKOHDOHIHOMEHHIO 153 OTITHYHO
CHEHMATBHEIE METOIHKI: {
34, METOMHUKA PASBHTHA PeUH 1 QIHAKOMIISHIA ¢ OKPYHaIOIIM 153 [ OTIIHYHG
35.  MeTONHKA OSHAKOMICHHS C PHPOADH R IKOJIOIHYCCKOrD 102 ! OTIHHUHO
00paZoBaHHA
36.  METOTNKA MATEMATHYSCKOTO PASBHTHA 127 |' OTHHYHO
37,  wmeTOnMKa ofy4cHAs H30OPA3HTEIEHON ACATSILHOCTH 1 132 | OTAWYHO
KOHCTPYHPOBAHHIO ' '
NMETOIHER (PHINICCKOrO BOCIITALNA ¥ PASKATHA 127 OTAMHEO
METOIHKA TRYI0BOTO BOCIIHTAHHSA Jerina OTIHYHO
METOIHKA M\"S‘BIKEJTLHGI‘O PasBUTHS, KOPPEXIIHOHHAA DHTMUKA {120 OTIHYEO
MCTOOMEA UUj"{tlil'Lﬂ HI"PC 69 UTHH'%HO
METONAKA BOCTIHTARRS COIMANBHO-THYHOCTHRIX KAYECTR | 54 OTIHYUHG
[OBEIeHNsT gt
MLFDJ.I.HH& pﬂ'SEﬂTHﬂ CJI}XBBQI LRI BPHIEJIBHGFD BEIC[IPHXTHH 5] {)"[‘J]]IKS_HO
MeTenHka Hemonrzopammg TCO a BT 54 OTHHUHG
OCHOBBI BOCHHOMH CITyHGbE GH 3auer
KOHEW JOKyMEeHTa
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1.) Last name, first name, patronymic...
Date of birth...
Admitted based on the Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education issued
in 1999
Passed entrance examinations
Admitted to Pedagogical College number 4 in 1999
Graduated from Pedagogical College number 4 in 2002

2.) Normative period of full-time study: 2 years 10 months
Specialization: Special Preschool Education
Projects/papers: Psychology, excellent

3.) Final diploma project/paper: topic and grade
Final state examinations: subjects and grades

4.) Russian Federation
State educational institution Pedagogical College number 4 of the city of Moscow
Supplement to the Diploma serial number
Registration number
(date)

5.) By decision of the State Attestation Commission ... (date) awarded the
qualification of Preschool Teacher for Children with Special Needs with
specialization in Special Preschool Education.

Signatures of the Chairman of the State Attestation Commission, Director, and
Secretary

6.) Over the period of study passed examinations in the following subjects:
Subjects Audited Hours Final Grade
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Appendix 4: Ranking of Russian Institutions of Higher Education.

Listed below are the institutions ranked top 10 in each category by the Ministry of
Education of the Russian Federation.™

e Universities

Rank Name of University
1 Moscow State University
2 Saint-Petersburg State University
3 Moscow Physical Technical Institute (State University)
4 Moscow Physical Engineering University (State University)
5 Russian Peoples' Friendship University
6 Tomsk State University
7 Nizhny Novgorod State University
8 Rostov State University
9 Kazan State University

—_
()

South Ural State University

* Universities of Technical and Technological Fields
Rank Name of University

1 Moscow State Technical University named after N.E. Bauman

2 Moscow State University of Mines

3 Saint-Petersburg State Institute of Mines (Technical University)

4 Saint-Petersburg State Politechnical University

5 Russian State University of Oil and Gas (Moscow)

6 Moscow State Technological University (STANKIN)

7 Moscow Energy Institute (Technical University)

8 Moscow State University of Electronic Technology (Technical University)

9 Tomsk Politechnical UniversityMoscow State Geological Exploration University
10 Voronezh State Technical University

* Pedagogical Institutes
Rank Name of University
Moscow State Pedagogical University
Russian State Pedagogical University (St. Petersburg)
Moscow State Linguistic University
Nizhny Novgorod State Linguistic University
Volga State Engineering-Pedagogical Academy
Moscow City Pedagogical University
Volgograd State Pedagogical University
Moscow State Open Pedagogical University
Rostov State Pedagogical University
Samara State Pedagogical University

S0 hWN

* Higher Education Institutions of Economics
Rank Name of University
1 Saint-Petersburg State University of Economics and Finance
> Academy of National Economy under the Government of Russian Federation
(Moscow)
3 State University - Higher School of Economics
4 State University of Management (Moscow)
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5 Russian Academy of Economics (Moscow)

6 Moscow State University of Economics, Statistics and Informatics

7 All-Russian Correspondence Institute of Finance and Economics (Moscow)
8 Moscow State University of Consumer's Cooperation

9 Russian State University of Trade and Economics

10 Saint-Petersburg State University for Engineering and Economics

* Higher Education Institutions of Agriculture

Rank Name of University

1 Moscow Agricultural Academy

2 Stavropol State Agrarian University

3 Kuban State Agrarian University

4 Russian State Correspondence Agrarian Academy (Balashikha Moscow Region)
5 Saratov State Agrarian University

6 State University of Land Use Planning (Moscow)

7 Voronezh State Agrarian University

8 Omsk State Agrarian University

9 Ural State Agricultural Academy (Yekaterinburg)

10 Bashkir State Agrarian University

» Institutions of Medical Science
Rank Name of University

1 Moscow Medical Academy

2 Moscow State Medical Stomatological University

3 Russian State Medical University

4 Saint Petersburg State Medical University

5 Saberian State Medical University

6 Ryazan State Medical University

7 Volgograd State Medical University

8 Novosibirsk State Medical University

9 Saint Petersburg State Medical Academy
10 Bashkir State Medical Academy

* Higher Education Institutions of Government Service

Rank Name of University

1 Russian Academy of Governmental Service under the President of the Russian

Federation (Moscow)
Moscow State Institute of International Relations (University)
North-West Academy of Governmental Service (St. Petersburg)
Povolzhie Academy of Governmental Service (Saratov)
Northern Caucasia Academy of Governmental Service (Rostov-on-Don)
Volgo-Vaytsk Academy of Governmental Service (Nizhny Novgorod)
Siberian Academy of Governmental Service (Novosibirsk)
Ural Academy of Governmental Service (Yekaterinburg)
Orel Regional Academy of Governmental Service
Volgograd Academy of Governmental Service

=NEN-J-C IS I NRV RN NS
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* Higher Education Institutions of Law

Rank Name of University
1 Moscow State Law Academy
2 Ural State Law Academy
3 Saratov State Law Academy
4 Russian Academy of Justice
5 Saint-Petersburg Law Institute of the General Prosecutor's of Russia
6 Academy of Law and Management of Ministry of Justice of Russia
7 Vologda Institute of Law and Economics
8 Pskov Law Institute of Ministry of Justice of Russia

* Higher Education Institutions of Service

Rank Name of University
1 Moscow State University of Service
2 South-Ural State University of Economics and Service
3 Vladivostok State University of Economics and Service
4 Ufa State University of Service
5 Sochi State University of Tourism and Resort Business
6 Saint-Petersburg State Academy of Economics and Service
7 Toliyatti State Institute of Service
8 Omsk State Institute of Service

* Higher Education Institutions of Architecture and Art

Rank Name of University
1 Moscow Architectural Institute (State Academy)
2 Moscow State Artistically Industrial University
3 Ural State Architectural - Artistic Academy (Ekaterinburg)
4 Novosibirsk State Architectural - Artistic Academy
5 Saint-Petersburg State Artistically Industrial Academy
6 Rostov State Academy of Architecture and Art

» Non-state Accredited Higher Education Institutions with 700+ full time students
Rank Name of University

Russian International Academy of Tourism (Skhodnya)

International University (Moscow)

Moscow Academy of Finance and Law

Tatar Institute for Business Promotion (Kazan)

Institute of Special Pedagogy and Psychology (Saint-Petersburg)

Institute of Management and Economy (Saint-Petersburg)

Moscow Open Social University (Institute)

Taganrog Institute of Management and Economics

Saint-Petersburg Institute of Foreign Relations, Economics and Law

International Independent University of Ecology and Politology (Moscow

=T I R N N N N

* Non-state Accredited Higher Education Institutions with 100-700 full time students

Rank Name of University
1 Institute of International Law and Economics named after A.S. Griboedov (Moscow)
2 Institute of Practical Oriental Studies (Moscow)
3 Institute of Management (Arkhangelsk)
4 Moscow Institute of Economics, Politics and Law
5 Saint-Petersburg International Institute of Management
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6 Institute of World Economy (Moscow)

7 Ural Institute of Finance and Law (Ekaterinburg)

8 Novosibirsk Institute of Economics and Management

9 International Bank Institute (Saint-Petersburg)

10 Institute of Jurisprudence and Management (Saint-Petersburg)
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VA list of specialisations (as per the State Education Standard) for lower vocational education may be
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