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Agenda

• National Certificates, National Diplomas, and Higher National 
Diplomas

• First professional degrees
• Degrees outside the normal education system
• Chartered Accountants
• CEGEP Credentials
• Questions and Answers
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National Diploma – South Africa

• National Diplomas are post-
secondary credentials, lasting 2-
3 years

• Require either a Secondary 
Certificate or National Technical 
Certificate (N3) for entry

• Allows holders access to further 
tertiary education or to 
employment
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National Diploma – South Africa
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Higher National Diploma – Nigeria 

• 2- to 3-year post-secondary 
credential in technical fields

• Requires a National Diploma + 1 
year of practical experience for 
entry

• Can allow access to a Nigerian 
post-graduate diploma or to a 
UK master’s degree 
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Higher National Diploma – Nigeria 
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Advanced Certificates/Diplomas – Scotland 

• Still called National Certificate 
and National Diploma when 
delivered in Scotland

• Now called Advanced Certificate 
and Advanced Diploma when 
delivered outside Scotland
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Advanced Certificates/Diplomas – Scotland 
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Advanced Certificates/Diplomas – Scotland
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Advanced Certificates/Diplomas – Scotland
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Advanced Certificates/Diplomas – Scotland
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ND/HND – So What Do I Do With This?

• National Diplomas can be granted up to 2 years of undergraduate 
credit

• Higher National Diplomas can also be granted up to 2 years of 
undergraduate credit, NOT a bachelor’s degree equivalent.

• You may also consider Nigerian HND holders eligible for post-bachelor’s 
admission in the same/similar field

• Advanced Certificates from Scotland can be granted up to 1 year of 
undergraduate credit

• Advanced Diplomas from Scotland can be granted up to 2 years of 
undergraduate credit
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First Professional Degrees
Law, Medicine, Pharmacy, etc
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FPDIL – Uganda 

• Bachelor of Laws (LLB) is a three-
year first-level degree

• Requires Uganda Advanced 
Certificate of Education for entry

• LLB holders eligible to enroll in 
the bar exam prep course and 
then sit the bar exam

Source: NUFFIC
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FPDIL – Uganda 
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FPDIL – Italy 

• Laurea Magistrale a ciclo unico
in Giurisprudenza is a five-year 
second-cycle unified degree

• Worth 300 CFU
• Requires completion of Scuola

secundaria di secondo grado for 
entry

• Allows entry to Master 
universitario di secondo livello or 
Dottore di Ricerca
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FPDIL – Italy 
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FPDIM – Venezuela 

• Título de Médico Cirujano (Title 
of Medical Surgeon) is a first-
cycle degree

• 5 years of coursework
• 1 year of clinical rotations

• Requires Bachiller or Título de 
Educación Media General for 
entry

Source: NUFFIC
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FPDIM – Venezuela 
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FPDIP – India 

• Bachelor of Pharmacy is a four-
year first-cycle degree

• Requires completion of upper 
secondary (10+2) for entry

• Allows holders to work as a 
pharmacist
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FPD – So What Do I Do With These?

• Most first professional degrees are first-cycle degrees
• These could be used for undergraduate transfer credits
• Consider these as first professional degrees
• For unified cycle programs:

• It is possible to consider such programs as undergraduate degrees with 
graduate-level credit

• For FPDIL in Italy: consider the last 60 CFU as graduate-level credit
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Degrees Outside the Normal 
Education System
Spain, Italy, France
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Títulos Propios – Spain 

Source: https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/spain_en
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Títulos Propios – Spain 

Source: http://www.culturaydeporte.gob.es/servicios-al-ciudadano-mecd/dms/mecd/servicios-al-ciudadano-
mecd/catalogo-servicios/gestion-titulos/informacion-comun/naric/cuadro-meces.pdf
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Títulos Propios – Spain 

• University specific admission/credit standards
• Not allowed to use official degree terminology
• RUCT entry possible*
• Not usually valid for Spanish & EU government employment
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Títulos Propios – Spain 

Propio Duration Univ Degree Required 
for Admission

Final Dissertation 
Required

Master Propio Min. 60 ECTS Yes Yes

Specialized Diploma 30 or more credits* Yes Optional

Expert 15-30 credits* Yes No

Certificate Less than 15 credits* Yes No

University Extension Diploma More than 30 credits* No No

University Extension Certificate Less than 30 credits* No No

Source: https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/programmes-outside-bachelor-and-master-
structure-79_en

* = Pre-Bologna credits
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Títulos Propios – Spain 

• Propio students can register for the same classes as oficial students
• Typically have the same grading and credits
• Sometimes eligible for transfer into oficial degree programs
• Not eligible for government employment
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Títulos Propios – Spain 
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Títulos Propios – Spain 
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Títulos Propios – Spain 

So what do I 
do with this?

• These should be considered graduate-level 
credit, but not equivalent to a master’s 
degree.

• Even though they fall outside the official 
education system, it does not diminish the 
rigor and quality of the academic work.
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Master Universitario – Italy 

Source: http://www.quadrodeititoli.it/Index.aspx?IDL=2
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Master Universitario – Italy 

Source: 
http://attiministeriali.miur.it/media/211288/grafico_sistema_universitario_italiano.pdf
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Master Universitario – Italy 
Master universitario di primo livello
• Second-cycle programs outside the 

education system organized by 
universities

• Requires laurea for admission 
• Some also require an entrance exam

• Minimum of 1 year with 60 CFU
• Corresponds to Level 7 of the 

European Qualifications Framework
• No access to third-cycle programs

Master universitario di secondo livello
• Third-cycle programs outside the 

education system organized by 
universities

• Requires laurea magistrale or laurea
magistrale a ciclo unico for admission

• Some also require an entrance exam

• Minimum of 1 year with 60 CFU
• Corresponds to Level 8 of the 

European Qualifications Framework
• No access to third-cycle programs
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Master Universitario – Italy 
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Master Universitario – Italy 

• No diploma supplement is 
issued for this credential

• This particular program is not 
graded (final exam only); check 
credential to see if there are any 
grades or if it is pass/fail only
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Master Universitario – Italy 

So what do I 
do with this?

• These can be considered graduate-level 
credit, but not equivalent to a master’s 
degree.

• Transfer credit is possible, but remember 
that grades may not be available for each of 
these programs. 
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Diplôme d'université – France 

• Diplôme d'université or Diplôme
interuniversitaire are diplomas 
issued by an institution/group of 
institutions

• Program length varies by 
institution

• Entry requirements vary by 
program and institution 

• “Degree” issued by institution, not 
the National Ministry of Education, 
Research and Technology
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Diplôme d'université – France 
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Diplôme d'université – France 
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Diplôme d'université – France 
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Diplôme d'université – France 

So what do I do with this?
• Each DU must be carefully 

reviewed
• If entry requires a Bac only, then 

undergraduate credit only
• If entry requires Maîtrise, then 

graduate credit may be possible, 
depending on the curriculum.
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India and ACCA Global
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Chartered Accountants – India 

Source: IQAS, International Education Guide for the Assessment of Education from 
the Republic of India, 2009
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Chartered Accountants – India 

Source: A Review of Indian Education and the Institute of Chartered Accountants of 
India by Ravi Kallur, William Paver and Robert Watkins
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Chartered Accountants – India 

• Not a recognized degree-granting institution
• Associate membership does make someone eligible for admission to 

doctoral programs at many Indian universities
• Recognized by AIU as equivalent to an Indian master’s degree if the member 

previously earned a bachelor’s degree

• Membership requires Articled Clerkship and passing 3 exams:
• Foundation (waived for BCom degree holders)
• Intermediate
• Final
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Chartered Accountants – India
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Chartered Accountants – India 
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Chartered Accountants – India 
• Foundation Exam/Entrance Exam/Professional Education (Exam I)/Common 

Proficiency Test
• Requires completion of Grade XII for admission
• Recommendation: 1 year of undergraduate credit

• Intermediate Exam/Professional Education (Exam II)/Professional 
Competency Course Exam/Integrated Professional Competence Exam

• Recommendation: 1 year of undergraduate credit
• Accounting Technician Course

• Recommendation: 1 semester of undergraduate 
• Final Exam/Chartered Accountancy Final Course PLUS Associate 

Membership
• Recommendation: 2 years undergraduate credit and bachelor’s degree

• Post Qualification Diplomas
• Recommendation: 1 year of graduate credit



International  
Education  
Evaluations, 
Inc.

IEE

Chartered Accountants – ACCA Global

• Founded in 1904; received royal charter in 1974
• Global professional accounting body offering the Chartered Certified 

Accountant qualification
• Available in 52 countries
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Chartered Accountants – ACCA Global
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Chartered Accountants – ACCA Global
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Chartered Accountants – ACCA Global
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Chartered Accountants – ACCA Global

So what do I do with this?
• ACCA T Level Exams – equivalent to A-level
• ACCA F Level Exams Complete (9 exams) – equivalent to a bachelor’s 

degree
• ACCA P Level Exams (5-7 exams) – 3 graduate credits per exam
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CEGEP – Diplôme d’Etudes
Collegiales
Quebec
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CEGEP – Québec 

• CEGEP = Collège d'enseignement
général et professionnel

• 2- to 3-year pre-university 
program needed to enter higher 
education institutions in Québec

• Leads to Diplôme d'études
collégiales (Diploma of College 
Studies)

• Requires Diplôme d'études
secondaires or Secondary School 
Diploma for entrance
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CEGEP – Québec
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CEGEP – Québec 
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CEGEP – Québec

So what do I 
do with this?

• The first year of the program is considered 
secondary level.

• Undergraduate transfer credit is possible 
for years 2+. 
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Website Overview
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Streamlined Credential Evaluation Platform
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Online  
Application  
Process
- Step by step process

- Save Progress

- Review Document Requirements

- Live Chat Assistance

- Accepts PayPal, Credit Card,  
Money Order
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Secure  
Student  
Portal
- Check Status 

- Place additional orders

- Review Custom Document Checklist
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MyIEE Institution Portal
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Evaluations, 
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IEE
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Register to review all of your 
reports in one place, and 
streamline your application 
process.  Check status, review 
documents, and securely receive 
the evaluation report from your 
dashboard.

“I was very impressed with the work ethics and  interest 
displayed by IEE. My home University was  very tardy and 
IEE reached out to them a couple of  times in order to have 
my evaluation successfully  done. Great Job! Helpful.
Suzette Williamson (Verified Buyer)”

Portal Access

International  
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I am very satisfied with the level of professionalism  the 
employees I communicate with portray and  speed with 
which the evaluation was done. The  information was also 
self explanatory.
Alfia Sawyers (Verified Buyer)

Review  
Reports

Ability to review the 
original documents, as 
well as the completed 
evaluation. 

In addition, an Account 
Manager is available via 
Chat to verify any 
information.
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Add an unlimited amount of 
individuals to your school or 
businesses Portal, so that others 
can check on students reports.

Add Team 
Members

IEE evaluated my degree I obtained in the  Netherlands in 
2004. They were quick in their email  response answering 
my questions and their work  was ready in the time period 
that was promised.
The evaluation was also accepted by NCDPI to get  my NC 
teaching license. Would use them again!
Anonymous (Verified Buyer)
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Receive Evaluations  
Electronically

Review Original  
Documents Provided  
by Customer

Check Status of  
Evaluation

Dedicated Account  
Manager for Institutions

Invite Team Members

Optional: Billing and  
Invoicing
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IEE
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Set up is easy!

Go to:
- access.myiee.org
- Institution name
- Your name
- E-mail
- Password
- “Register”
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Questions?

• Thank you for attending today’s session!
• Please leave your business card if you would like a copy of today’s 

presentation plus a handout with additional information.

Shelby L. Cearley
shelby@myiee.org

International Education Evaluations, Inc.
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