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About Vatican City 
 

Official Name Status Civitatis Vaticanae (Latin) 
Stato della Città del Vaticano (Italian) 

Capitol Vatican City (de facto) 
Extraterritorial properties around Rome, Italy 

Official Language Italian 

Flag 

 
Image Source: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City#/media/File:Flag_of_the_Vatican_City.svg 

Coat of Arms 

 
Image Source: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City#/media/File:Coat_of_arms_of_the_Vatican_Cit
y.svg 

Religion Roman Catholic 
Type of Government Unitary Christian theocratic elective absolute monarchy 
Legislature Pontifical Commission 
Year of Independence 1929 
Area 0.19 square mile 
Population 453 (as of 2019) 
Currency Euro (€) (EUR) 
Year of Signing Bologna Declaration 2003 

Map 

 
Image Source: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City#/media/File:Vatican_City_map_EN.png 
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Qualifications Framework of the Holy See 
 

 
 

Image Source: http://www.educatio.va/content/cec/en/ecclesiastical-institutions-of-higher-education/national-qualifications-
framework/qualifications-framework.html 
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Locations of Degree Granting Higher Education Institutions of the Holy See 
 

 
 

Image Source: Finocchietti (2017), slide 7 
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Image Source: Created by the Author 



 
 

6 

OVERVIEW OF EDUCATION IN THE HOLY SEE 

 

 
 

Image Source: Created by the Author 

 
http://www.educativo.va/content/cec/en.html  
 
http://www.educativo.va/content/cec/it/offerta-formativa.html  
 
http://www.avepro.va  
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Glossary 
 
Affiliation – link between a Faculty and an Institution where only the first cycle is offered, in order to grant the 
corresponding academic degree through the Faculty. 
 
Aggregation – link between a Faculty and an Institution where only the first and second cycles are offered, in order 
to grant the corresponding academic degrees through the Faculty. 
 
Apostolic Constitution – the most solemn form of legislation issued by the Pope addressed to the public and 
issued as papal bulls. Three apostolic constitutions specifically relate to higher education under the authority of 
the Catholic Church: Sapientia christiana (1979), Ex corde ecclesiae (1990), and Vertatis gaudium (2017).  
 

• Sapientia christiana (Christian wisdom)– promulgated on 15 April 1979, this apostolic constitution is the 
canon law governing post-secondary ecclesiastical education, with general norms for all ecclesiastical 
universities, faculties, and institutes (nos. 1-64), as well as special norms for faculties of philosophy, 
theology, and canon law (nos. 65-83) and for other specialized faculties in areas of study which were 
already authorized as ecclesiastical (84-94). It was replaced by Vertatis Gaudium. 

• Ex corde ecclesiae (From the heart of the Church) – promulgated on 15 August 1990, this apostolic 
constitution set out to define and refine the Catholicism of Catholic institutions of higher education. It 
specifically reiterated the importance of Catholic institutions to respect established norms of the local 
bishop and that such institutions must have the mandate of the local bishop. Part I defines the identity of 
a Catholic university (nos. 12-20), roles within a Catholic university (nos. 21-29), the mission of a Catholic 
university (nos. 30-49). Part II sets out general norms, including the nature of a Catholic university (Art. 2) 
and establishment of a Catholic university (Art. 3). This constitution went into effect on the first day of the 
1991 academic year.  

• Vertatis gaudium (The Joy of Truth) – promulgated on 29 January 2018 and effective on the first day of 
the 2018-2019 school year or of the 2019 school year (depending on the individual institutions’ 
calendars), this constitution updates Sapientia christiana and applies to ecclesiastical universities and 
faculties which offer degrees granted under the authority of the Holy See. (This does not affect the 
Catholic institutions of higher education under Ex corde ecclesiae.) Part I states the common norms 
defining the nature and purpose of ecclesiastical universities and faculties, while Part II states the special 
norms related to faculties of philosophy, theology, and canon law.  

 
Athenaeum – type of higher education institution. Per Veritatis gaudium, three Ecclesiastical Faculties are required 
for an athenaeum. 
 
Baccalaureate – first academic qualification in the higher education cycle, lasting a minimum of three years. 
 
Canonical Degree – also known as an ecclesiastical degree, an academic degree which has canonical effect and can 
only be conferred by an Ecclesiastical Faculty. Such degrees are given in the name of the Supreme Pontiff.  
 
Catholic Universities – Academic institutions for the study and teaching of various disciplines, according to the 
Gospel, with the aim of promoting and spreading the Christian philosophy universally. Catholic universities 
(defined by the Apostolic Constitution Ex Corde Ecclesiae) can be established or approved by the Holy See, an 
Episcopal Conference, or another Assembly of the Catholic hierarchy, or by a diocesan Bishop. With the consent of 
the latter, a Catholic University can also be established by a Religious Institution or other official figure. These 
institutions are generally recognized by the appropriate ministry or accreditation/recognition body within the 
country.  
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Ciclo breve – short cycle; two-year foundational programs in the first cycle which last 2 years but do not lead to an 
academic degree. These short cycle programs are usually requirements for entry into specific areas (i.e., Theology 
or Canon Law). Students do not enter the third year of a baccalaureate degree after completing a ciclo breve 
program. 
 
Congregation – type of department within the Roman Curia of the Holy See, known in Latin as Sacræ Cardinalinum 
Congregationes. In organizational structure, these ranked immediately below the two Secretariats. The term 
“congregation” was replaced by the term “dicastery” per the terms of Pope Francis’ Apostolic Constitution 
Praedicate evangelium (2022). 
 
Dicastery – the name of some departments within the Roman Curia of the Holy See. Pope John Paul II’s Apostolic 
Constitution Pastor bonus (1988) stated that dicasteries were the Secretariat of State, Congregations, Tribunals, 
Councils and Offices. Per the Apostolic Constitution Praedicate evangelium (2022), the titles of “Congregation” and 
“Pontifical Council” were replaced with the term “Dicastery”.  
 
Doctorate – Academic qualification granted after the baccalaureate and licentiate. To be granted a doctoral 
degree, students must write a thesis that makes a real contribution to the progress of science which is publicly 
defended and collegially approved; the principal part, at least, must be published. 
  
Ecclesiastical Faculty - Academic institution canonically established or approved by the Apostolic See, in which the 
sacred doctrine or related sciences are studied and taught; it has the right to award academic qualifications under 
the authority of the Holy See (Baccalaureate, Licentiate, and Doctorate in Sacred Theology, Canon Law or 
Philosophy). These can exist within an Ecclesiastical University, but they can also be housed in non-ecclesiastical 
universities.  
 
Ecclesiastical Universities - Academic institute established or approved directly by the Holy See, composed of 
three main ecclesiastical faculties (Philosophy, Theology, and Canon Law) and at least one other faculty. These 
academic institutes deal specifically with the Christian revelation and related disciplines, plus the Church’s mission 
of spreading the Gospel, as proclaimed in the Apostolic Constitution Sapientia christiana. 
 
Higher Institutes of Religious Sciences (HIRS) – HIRS are academic institutions for the religious training of both 
religious lay and ordained people. They offer first and second cycle degree courses and are subject to the academic 
control of the ecclesiastical faculty of Theology to which they are connected. HIRS differ from both the various 
types of independent ecclesiastical faculties established by canon law and from non-academic theological courses 
run by individual churches, such as Diocesan Schools of theological education and other non-academic institutions. 
 
Holy See – Sancta Sedes in Latin. Literally meaning “Holy Chair”, the Holy See is the seat of government for the 
universal Catholic Church. It is the office or jurisdiction of the Pope and the various bureaucratic entities which 
support it. It is used interchangeably with the term “Vatican City”. However, the two are distinct: the Holy See is a 
episcopal, governmental, and diplomatic entity established in the first century of the Common Era, while the 
Vatican City state was not established until the 1929 Lateran Treaty.  
 
Incorporation – Degree of subordination to a university or faculty, allowing an institution to grant the 
qualifications of licentiate or doctoral degree. 
  
Institutum ad instar facultatis– Institutions that grant second and third cycle academic qualifications to students 
who have completed a first cycle academic qualification in another faculty (normally abroad). 
 
Lateran Treaty – signed in February 1929 by King Vittorio Emanuele III of Italy and Pope Pius XI, this treaty was 
part of the Lateran Pacts of 1929 and established Vatican City as an independent city-state under the authority of 
the Holy See. The treaty also included financial compensation to the Catholic Church for the loss of the Papal 
States.  
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Licentiate – Second cycle academic qualification, obtained after at least 2 years. The licentiate is required to teach 
in seminaries which prepare students for the priesthood. 
 
Pontifical University, Athenaeum, or Institution – use of the word “Pontifical” in a university name does not imply 
that the institution is either an Ecclesiastical University or Ecclesiastical Faculty. The term “Pontifical” is an 
honorific bestowed by the Pope and does not necessarily mean that the institution can grant degrees approved by 
the Holy See.  
 
Roman Curia – the administrative institutions of the Holy See and the central structure through which the Catholic 
Church conducts its business. The Dicastery for Culture and Education is one of its departments.  
 
Seminary – literally a special type of school dedicated to the spiritual, moral, and intellectual formation of the 
clergy. Also known as an ecclesiastical seminary, a seminary is diocesan (under the control of the bishop of the 
diocese), inter-diocesan (under the control of several bishops who send their students to this seminary), provincial 
(under the control of all the bishops of an ecclesiastical province), or pontifical (under the control of the Holy See). 
A seminary which receives students from several provinces or from dioceses in various parts of the country is 
called a central (or national) seminary. Types of seminaries:  
 

• Theological seminary (major seminary) gives courses in Holy Scripture, philosophy, and theology, 
providing immediate preparation for ordination.  

• Preparatory seminary (minor seminary) gives only a collegiate course as a preparation for entrance into 
the theological seminary. These are typically secondary-level programs intended to train future priests, 
although they also provide training for students who intend to remain lay people.  

• Seminarium maius (major seminary) is a religious seminary which offers a six-year program in philosophy-
theology (known as sexennium philosophic-theologicum) which consists of two years of philosophy and 
four years of theology. This program leads to ordination as a priest.  

• The word seminary when used alone designates either a theological seminary or a seminary including 
both the collegiate and the theological courses. 

 
Vatican City - Stato della Città del Vaticano in Italian and Status Civitatis Vaticanae in Latin. Vatican City is an 
independent city-state located within the city of Rome, Italy. It gained its independence in 1929 under the terms of 
the Lateran Treaty, by which it is under the jurisdiction of the Holy See. Vatican City is a theocratic elective 
absolute monarchy ruled by the Supreme Pontiff of the Roman Catholic Church, who is also the head of that 
church. The Pope’s official title as the Head of State is Sovereign of the State of the Vatican City.  
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Grading Scales 
 
NOTE: Grading scales will vary by institution and may be the grading scale in use within the institution’s home 
country rather than one of these scales. This is particularly common for affiliated institutions whose degrees are 
awarded by another university. Always check the grading scale on the credential! 
 
General Grading Scale 
 

Latin Translation Suggested US Grade 
Summa Cum Laude Probatus Passed With Highest Praise A 
Magna Cum Laude Probatus Passed With Great Praise B 

Cum Laude Probatus Passed With Praise C 
Probatus Passed C 

Non Probatus Not Passed F 
 
Source: NAFSA Online Guide 2009, 2018 
 
Alternate Scale with Numeric Grades 
 

Grade Latin Translation Suggested US Grade 
29-30 Summa Cum Laude Probatus Passed with Highest Praise A 
27-28 Magna Cum Laude Probatus Passed with Great Praise B+ 
24-26 Cum Laude Probatus Passed with Praise B 
21-23 Bene Probatus Passed C 
21-23 Probatus Passed D 

 
Source: NAFSA Online Guide 2009, 2018 
 
Ateneo Pontificio Regina Apostolorum  
 

Grade Descriptor Translation Suggested US Grade 
9.6-10 Summa cum laude Passed with Highest Praise A 
8.6-9.5 Magna cum laude Passed with Great Praise B+ 
7.6-8.5 Cum laude Passed with Praise B 
6.6-7.5 Bene probatus Passed C+ 
6-6.5 Probatus Passed C 
0-5.9 Non probatus Not Passed F 

 
Source: https://www.upra.org/en/offerta-formativa/descrizione-dei-voti-la-valutazione-degli-esami/  
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General Grading Scale 
 

Max Grade 
10 

Max 
Grade 

20 

Max 
Grade 

30 

Max 
Grade 

100 
Descriptor Translation Suggested 

US Grade 

10 19-20 30 100 Summa cum laude Passed with Highest Praise A 
9.66-9.99  29 97-99 Magna cum laude Passed with Great Praise B+ 
9.33-9.65 18 28 93-96 Magna cum laude Passed with Great Praise B+ 
9.00-9.32 17 27 90-92 Magna cum laude Passed with Great Praise B+ 
8.66-8.99 16 26 87-89 Cum laude Passed with Praise B 
8.33-8.65 15 25 83-85 Cum laude Passed with Praise B 
8.00-8.32 14 24 80-82 Cum laude Passed with Praise B 
7.66-7.99  23 77-79 Bene probatus Passed C+ 
7.33-7.65 13 22 73-76 Bene probatus Passed C+ 
7.00-7.32 12 21 70-72 Bene probatus Passed C+ 
6.66-6.99  20 67-69 Probatus Passed C 
6.33-6.65 11 19 63-66 Probatus Passed C 
6.00-6.32 10 18 60-62 Probatus Passed C 

0-5.99 0-9 0-17 0-59 Non probatus Not passed F 
 
Source: EDGE 
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Sample Credentials 
 
Incomplete Five-Year Theology Baccalaureatus from Pontificia Universitas Lateranensis 
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Sample Affiliated Seminary Transcript from St. Joseph’s Major Seminary (Nigeria) and University Diploma from Pontifical 
Urbaniana University – Bachelor of Sacred Theology 
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