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Country Overview
The Bahamas

Official Name Commonwealth of the Bahamas

Capital Nassau

Language English (official)
Bahamian Creole

Type of Government Unitary parliamentary constitutional monarchy

Legislature Parliament
Senate (Upper House) / House of Assembly (Lower House)

Year of Independence 1973

Area 13,943 square kilometers / 5,383 square miles

Administrative Divisions 32 Districts

Population 412,628

Currency Bahamian Dollar (BSD)
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Map
The Bahamas

Image Source: https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/static/4f1f709af58809be4e92d4cafd186342/596f3/BF-map.jpg
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Education Ladder
The Bahamas
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Secondary Education
The Bahamas

General Certificate of Education Ordinary Levels
UK credential; discontinued in 1991 and last given around 1992

Length: 2 years
GTE Comparability: High school diploma

Bahamas General Certificate of Secondary Education
Started in 1991 and first awarded in 1993

Length: 3 years
GTE Comparability: High school diploma

Bahamas High School Diploma
Created in 2014 to address declining BGCSE completion

Length: 3 years
GTE Comparability: High school diploma
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Sample Secondary Credentials
Internal School Documents
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Sample Secondary Credentials
BGCSE Certificate
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Sample Secondary Credentials
BGCSE Verification
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Sample Secondary Credentials
Bahamas High School Diploma
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Sample Secondary Credentials
Bahamas High School Diploma

http://powerpoint.sage-fox.com/


2 years
Institution: Sixth form 

college
Admission Requirement: 

General Certificate of 
Education Ordinary Levels
GTE Comparability: Up to 
1 year of undergraduate 

study
Notes: Assign 10 credits 
for each passed subject.

General 
Certificate of 

Education 
Advanced 

Levels

Post-Secondary Education
The Bahamas

2-3 years
Institution: College or 

University
Admission Requirement: 

Bahamas General 
Certificate of Secondary 

Education
GTE Comparability: XX 
years of undergraduate 

study 

Associate 
Degree

3-4 years
Institution: College or 

University
Admission Requirement: 

Bahamas General 
Certificate of Secondary 

Education
GTE Comparability: 
Bachelor’s degree

Notes: Associate Degree 
holders can transfer into 

upper division.

Bachelor’s 
Degree

0.5-1 year
Institution: University of 

the Bahamas
Admission Requirement: 

Bachelor’s degree
GTE Comparability: Up to 
1 year of graduate study
Notes: May be called a 

Graduate Diploma, 
Graduate Certificate, or 

simply Diploma

Diploma

1-2 years
Institution: University of 

the Bahamas or University 
of the West Indies

Admission Requirement: 
Bachelor’s degree

GTE Comparability: 
Master’s degree

Master’s 
Degree
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Sample Post-Secondary Credentials
Associate Degree
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Sample Post-Secondary Credentials
Associate Degree
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Sample Post-Secondary Credentials
Associate Degree
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Sample Post-Secondary Credentials
Bachelor’s Degree
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Sample Post-Secondary Credentials
Bachelor’s Degree
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Registration
Minimum requirement for 

comparability to US regional 
accreditation

Accreditation
Higher than accreditation; 
institutional and program 

accreditation available

Recognition
Required for foreign institutions 

operating in the Bahamas

What is NAECOB?
Statutory body responsible for registering and accrediting 
education institutions which offer training in the Bahamas

Established in 2006 and operational in 2007, NAECOB did not begin 
registration/accreditation/recognition activities until 2017. Prior to this, the 
Ministry of Education, Science and Technology was responsible for 
education oversight. 

Quality Assurance
National Accreditation and Equivalency Council of the Bahamas 
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Public
Ministry of Education, Science & Technology or NAECOB

MOEST maintains a school directory of recognized public primary and secondary schools. 
NAECOB also maintains a list of registered public primary and secondary schools. Recognition is 
institutional.

Private

National Accreditation & Equivalency Council 
of the Bahamas

NAECOB maintains a register of public and private primary 
and secondary schools. Recognition is institutional. 

Quality Assurance
Primary and Secondary
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INSTITUTIONAL

Must have its home country 
accreditation first before it will be 

allowed to register; registration 
applies to the whole institution

Registered 
Regional / 

International 
Institutions

PROGRAMMATIC

May or may not be academic in 
nature; only the academic and 
training programs listed on the 

“Institution’s Profile” are 
approved by NAECOB.

Registered 
Training 

Institutions

Quality Assurance
Post-Secondary

PROGRAMMATIC

Only the academic programs listed 
on the “Institution’s Profile” are 

approved by NAECOB.

Registered Local 
Post-Secondary 

Schools
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Checking NAECOB Status
BTVI – Associate (IT Management)
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Checking NAECOB Status
University of the Bahamas – BSN
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Policies and Job Aids
Related to The Bahamas

For students submitting the BGCSE, we cannot use the scores printed on the student’s internal high school transcript since the school is not the 
exam body and cannot attest to the scores. 

BHSD documents are issued on MOEST-approved format but may be sent by either the MOEST or the institution attended.

Students at private schools may follow a different national curriculum. If so, look at the documentation requirements for that country.
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Policies and Job Aids
Related to The Bahamas

Diplomas may not be needed, as many Bahamian post-secondary institutions will denote degree conferral on the transcript. 
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Policies and Job Aids
Related to The Bahamas

Caribbean Offshore Medical, Dental, 
and Veterinary Education
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Policies and Job Aids
Related to The Bahamas

When to Do a CA Instead of a CBC 
for US-Patterned Schools

Most of the academic post-secondary institutions in the 
Bahamas will use US-style credits and grades, but always check 
the credential before determining if the credential you are 
evaluating uses US-style credits and a US-style grading scale. 

Please notify Shelby if you find an institution using US-style 
credits and grades which is not currently listed on this job aid. 
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THANK YOU

Questions? Comments?

shelby.cearley@mail.waldenu.edu 
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